
DEMOCRATIC GOVER-

NORS FORM ALLIANCE 

ON ABORTION RIGHTS

PAGE A3

BUTTIGIEG URGES  

SAFETY CHANGES AFTER 

FIERY OHIO DERAILMENT

PAGE A6

BY MARK SHERMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court is tak-
ing up its first case about a federal law that is 
credited with helping create the modern inter-
net by shielding Google, Twitter, Facebook and 
other companies from lawsuits over content post-
ed on their sites by others.

The justices are hearing arguments Tuesday 
about whether the family of an American college 
student killed in a terrorist attack in Paris can 
sue Google for helping extremists spread their 
message and attract new recruits.

The case is the court’s first look at Section 230 
of the Communications Decency Act, adopted 
early in the internet age, in 1996, to protect com-
panies from being sued over information their 
users post online.

Lower courts have broadly interpreted the law 
to protect the industry, which the companies 

Supreme Court weighs 
Google’s liability in 

ISIS terror case
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The Randolph County School System is ask-
ing for an increase in the county’s pay supple-
ments for some of its non-instructional support 
workers.

Superintendent Stephen Gainey told the Ran-
dolph County Board of Education that the 
request stems from discussions about the bud-
get in recent weeks.

“I’ve had a lot of conversations in the last 
month and a half, so I want to add a ... (new) 
expense request,” Gainey said. “A supplement 
increase for classified employees, 1.5%. The 
total cost of this … will be $430,000, and if 
approved, it would take our supplement per-
centage for classified employees to 5.25%.”

The proposed change would not apply to any 
certified staf f, principals, assistant principals, 
directors, assistant directors or supervisors.

Employees who would be af fected include 
clerical workers, general office assistants, trea-
surers data managers, administrative assis-
tants, all central ser vice clerical warehouse 
staf f, delivery staf f, custodians, maintenance 
staf f, bus drivers, bus monitors, mechanics 
and all garage workers, teacher assistants, 
day care staff, school nutrition workers, crisis 
inter vention workers, distance learner staf f, 
ISS coordinators, intervention assistants, occu-
pational assistants, occupational therapists, 
student advocates and technology technicians.
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An experimental film 
by an Asheboro native 
who is an award-win-
ning visual ar tist will 
have its premiere at the 
historic TCL Chinese 
Theatre in Hollywood 
on Friday.

Tyler “Ty Bru” Brue-
illy’s “A Night in Char-
lotte W ith Sweeney 
Ty,” a hybrid of musical 
performance and stage 
play, will be shown as 
par t of the renowned 
Golden State Film Fes-
tival. The theater orig-
inally opened in 1927 
as Grauman’s Chinese 
Theatre.

Br uel ly  sa id  in  a 
press release that the 
“A Night in Charlotte 
With Sweeney Ty” was 
filmed in 2016 in Char-
lotte.

“ I  had  a  spec i f i c 
vision with that project 
that would match the 
music I had already 

created and released,” 
he sa id .  “Asheboro 
has never been ver y 
receptive to hip hop, so 
essentially I made my 
way into the Charlotte 
scene and became a 

staple there for many 
y e a r s  a n d  d e c i d e d 
that was the city to do 
‘Sweeney Ty’ in, ... and 
the result was a beauti-
ful piece of art that peo-
ple want to show in the 

most historic theatre 

in the nation, maybe 

even the world. I can’t 

contain my excitement, 

I mean this is a major 

Film by Asheboro native 
to be shown in Hollywood

Odell Payne

“A Night in Charlotte With Sweeney Ty,” a film of Asheboro native Ty Brueilly, will 
be shown at TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood on Friday. The film is a hybrid of 
musical performance and stage play.

Randolph County 
schools to propose 

supplement increase
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A Randolph County 
man serving a life sen-
tence in prison for a 1979 
murder convic-
tion is being con-
sidered for parole.

Curtis C. Let-
terlough, 63, was 
convicted of sec-
ond-degree mur-
der in August 
1979. No infor-
mation about the 
crime was avail-
able except that 
it happened on Feb. 25, 
1979.

The state’s current sen-
tencing law, Structured 
Sentencing, eliminates 
parole only for crimes 
committed on or after 
Oct. 1, 1994. The N.C. 
Post Release Supervision 

and Parole Commission 
has the responsibility of 
paroling offenders who 
were sentenced under 

previous sentenc-
ing guidelines.

L e t t e r l o u g h 
is being consid-
ered for parole 
and release from 
prison through 
the state’s Mutual 
Agreement Parole 
Program, a scho-
lastic and voca-
tional program 

intended to help inmates 
prepare for the transition 
out of prison.

Information gathered 
during the commission’s 
investigation from peo-
ple for and against parole 
for Letterlough, as well 
as the facts of the case, 
will be considered by the 

commission in making its 
decision.

MAN ACCUSED OF 
SEX WITH CHILD

A 28-year-old man has 
been accused of raping a 
child under 15, the Ran-
dolph County Sherif f ’s 
Office said.

On Feb. 17, the sher-
iff’s office received infor-
mation about sex crimes 
involving a minor. Follow-
ing an investigation by 
the Criminal Investiga-
tions Division, Jose Alber-
to Osorio Granados was 
arrested.

He was charged with 
felony indecent liberties 
with child, felony first-de-
gree kidnapping and felo-
ny statutory rape of a child 
less than 15. Bond was set 
at $500,000 secured.

MAN ACCUSED OF 
SHOOTING INTO CAR

A man having an argu-
ment with another per-
son reportedly fired a 
gunshot into the other 
person’s vehicle, the Ran-
dolph County Sherif f ’s 
Office said.

It happened Saturday 
on Hoover Hill Road, 
Trinity. Due to conflicting 
testimony by both sub-
jects about other damage 
and injuries, both were 
placed under arrest, the 
sheriff’s office said.

Thomas Edward Davis 
III, 33, was charged with 
felony discharge a weap-
on into occupied property.

M a r l i s s a  C a m r a y 
Shore, 35, was charged 
w i t h  m i s d e m e a n o r 
assault with a deadly 
weapon.

Killer being considered for release from prison

Curtis 
Letterlough

Stenhouse Jr. and 
JTG get breakout 
Daytona 500 win
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bucket-list item, one 
that I had no idea would 
even be obtainable for 
me.”

B r u e i l l y  f o u n d e d 
Might ie r  Than  the 
Sword Records, Pho-
tography & Literature 
and Hear t’s Core Ar t 
Store but shifted his 
focus to Film & Fashion 
by Brueilly since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
began. He has direct-
ed and produced more 
than a dozen pieces of 
work. He also launched 
the podcast “Asheboro 
undecided.”

FINANCIAL COMPANY 

OPENS IN ASHEBORO

L e n d m a r k  F i n a n -
cial Services, a leading 
provider of household 
credi t  and consum-
er loan solutions, has 
opened a new branch 
at 1510 E. Dixie Drive, 
Suite L, Asheboro.

The Asheboro branch 
is Lendmark’s 63rd in 
North Carolina. Branch 
M a n a g e r  L a q u a n a 
Welch will lead it.

In addition to ser v-
ing consumers direct-
ly, Lendmark provides 
financing solutions for 
11,000-plus retailers 
and independent auto 
dealerships, allowing 
these businesses’ cus-
tomers to apply for 
Lendmark financing.

REGISTRATION OPEN 

FOR GIRL SCOUTS 

CAMP

Registration for the 
Girl Scouts Carolinas 
Peaks to Piedmont sum-
mer camp is now open.

There will be a vari-
ety of overnight camp, 
day camp and horse 
camp opt ions .  Pr o -
g r a m s  r a n g e  f r o m 
week-long to half-week 
sessions and will be 
running at a few camp 
proper ties, including 
Keyauwee  Pr ogram 
Center in Sophia.

Summer camp ses-
sions are open to all 
girls in grades 1-12, and 
it is not required to be 
a current Girl Scout to 
attend. For the full 2023 
camp book and reg-
istration information, 
visit www.girlscoutsp2p.
o r g / e n / c a m p / s u m -
mer-camp-oppor tuni-
ties.html.

Girls who register 
by Tuesday, Feb. 28, 
will receive a $50 dis-
count on any full-week 
overnight camp or CIT 
(counselor-in-training) 
I leadership programs. 
Addi t ional  f inancia l 
assistance is available 
to families who want to 
send their girl to camp, 
but have financial lim-
itations.

For more informa-
t ion  about  spec i f i c 
programs, scholarship 
information and reg-
istration, email info@
girlscoutsp2p.org or 
call 800-672-2148.
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“I feel ver y good 
about this addition-
al request; we have 
a lot of workforce 
needs in the clas-
s i f i e d  e m p l o y e e 
group,” Gainey said. 
“We are not unlike 
any other business. 
We are a business. 
We do have a strong 
business side; if you 
go into the building 
over there, one half 
of the building is HR 
and finance.”

With the supple-
m e n t a l  i n c r e a s e 
added, the schools’ 
total request to the 
R a n d o l p h  C o u n -
ty Board of  Com-
miss ioners  would 
be  $1 .43  mi l l i on . 
No changes will be 
approved of ficially 
until June 19.

SCHOOLS
FROM PAGE A1

and their allies say has 
fueled the meteoric 
growth of the internet 
and encouraged the 
removal of harmful con-
tent.

But critics argue that 
the companies have not 
done nearly enough 
and that the law should 
not block lawsuits over 
the recommendations, 
generated by computer 
algorithms, that point 
viewers to more mate-
rial that interests them 
and keeps them online 
longer.

Any nar rowing of 
their immunity could 
have dramatic conse-
quences that  could 
af fect ever y corner of 
the internet because 
websites use algorithms 
to sort and filter a moun-
tain of data.

“ R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

algorithms are what 
make it possible to find 
the needles in human-
ity’s largest haystack,” 
Google’s lawyers wrote 
in their main Supreme 
Court brief.

In response, the law-
yers for the victim’s 
family questioned the 
prediction of dire con-
sequences. “There is, 
on the other hand, no 
denying that the mate-
rials being promoted 
on social media sites 
have in fact caused seri-
ous harm,” the lawyers 
wrote.

The lawsuit was filed 
by the family of Nohe-
mi Gonzalez, a 23-year-
old senior at Cal State 
Long Beach who was 
spending a semester in 
Paris studying industrial 
design. She was killed 
by Islamic State group 
gunmen in a series of 
attacks that left 130 peo-
ple dead in November 
2015.

The Gonzalez fam-

ily alleges that Goo-
gle -owned YouT ube 
aided and abetted the 
Islamic State group, also 
known as the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria, 
or ISIS, by recommend-
ing its videos to view-
ers most likely to be 
interested in them, in 
violation of the federal 
Anti-Terrorism Act.

Lower cour ts sided 
with Google.

A related case, set 
for arguments Wednes-
day, involves a terrorist 
attack at a nightclub in 
Istanbul in 2017 that 
killed 39 people and 
prompted a  lawsuit 
against Twitter, Face-
book and Google.

Separate challeng-
es to social media laws 
enacted by Republicans 
in Florida and Texas are 
pending before the high 
court, but they will not 
be argued before the fall 
and decisions probably 
won’t come until the 
first half of 2024.

COURT
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BY BRIAN WITTE
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ANNAPOLIS, Md. 
—  Ma r y la nd  l a w -
makers on Tuesday 
r e e l e c t e d  D e r e c k 
Davis to be the state’s 
treasurer for a four-
year term.

The treasurer, who 
is elected by the Gen-
eral Assembly, is the 
principal custodian of 
the state’s cash depos-
its, money from bond 
sales and other secu-
rities, and directs the 
investments of those 
assets. He also leads 
s e v e r a l  k e y  s t a t e 
boards and financial 
planning committees, 
including the Mar y-
land State Retirement 
and Pension Systems.

The treasurer also 
holds one of three 
seats on the state’s 
power ful  Board of 
Public Works, along 
with the gover nor 
a n d  c o m p t r o l l e r. 
The board controls 
s tate  procurement 
policy and approves 
most state contracts 
that are more than 
$200,000.

Davis said he is 
making a priority of 
improving the state’s 
performance in meet-
ing goals of increas-
ing Minority Business 
Enterprise par ticipa-
tion in state procure-
ment. While Mar y-
land set a goal of 29% 
minority participation, 
the number routinely 
comes in under 12%, 
Davis said.

“Too often I hear, 
‘We can’t find qual-

ified (Minority Busi-
ness Enterprises),’ ” 
Davis said during the 
joint session of the 
legislature. “Well, I’ve 
had conversat ions 
with the state Cham-
ber of Commerce, as 
well as some of our 
local business associa-
tions, and we’re going 
to help them to identi-
fy these folks.”

Last week, Gov. Wes 
Moore,  who stood 
behind Davis applaud-
ing his  comments 
after the vote, signed 
an executive order to 
require state agen-
cies to repor t data 
to assess the per for-
mance of the state’s 
MBE program.

“I believe the data 
your administration is 
gathering will show us 
exactly where we stand 
and provide us a road 
map of where we need 
to go,” Davis said.

D a v i s  w a s  f i r s t 
elected in December 
2021 by the General 
Assembly during its 
special  session on 
congressional redis-
tricting to take the 
place of his predeces-
sor, Nancy Kopp, who 
retired.

Davis, a Democrat, 
was a member of the 
Mar yland House of 
Delegates represent-
ing a district in Prince 
George’s County from 
1995 until he stepped 
down to  seek the 
treasurer’s of fice. As 
a delegate, he served 
as chairman of the 
House Economic Mat-
ters Committee.

BY JESSICA DAMIANO
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Most gardeners have 
favorite go-to plants that 
perform well in their cli-
mate and simply make 
them happy. For me, 
those are coneflowers, 
catmint, liatris, alliums, 
dayli l ies, black-eyed 
Susans and oh so many 
tomatoes.

But every year, I man-
age to find at least a lit-
tle space for something 
new that woos me from 
a garden-center shelf or 
the pages of a catalog.

Behind those custom-
er-facing outlets, plant 
breeders work tireless-
ly to produce innovative 
plants with larger flow-
ers; better disease resis-
tance; improved cold-, 
heat- or shade-tolerance; 
longer bloom times and 
even higher nutrition.

PERENNIALS

The  2023  season 
brings us several firsts, 
including the first-ev-
er groundcover shasta 
daisy, Leucanthemum 

“Carpet Angel,” from 
Green Fuse Botani-
cals. Named a 2023 
All-America Selection by 
the independent, non-
profit organization of 
the same name, which 
tests new introductions 
and bestows the honors 
each year, the extremely 
cold-hardy plant starts 
blooming earlier than 
other varieties and keeps 
going straight through 
fall in zones 4a-10b.

Proven Winners has 
introduced two new 
native hummingbird 
mints in their Meant to 
Bee collection — “Royal 
Raspberry” and “Queen 
Nectarine” — which, 
as the group’s name 
implies, is beloved by 
bees. I grew the latter in 
my test garden last year 
and was impressed with 
the terracotta-colored 
flowers that blanketed 
most of the plant from 
mid-summer through 
fall. Hardy in zones 5-9, 
the mounding perennial 
should reach 30-36” in 

two or three years.
Also from Proven 

Winners, I tested out 
the new Upscale “Red 
Velvet” bee balm, anoth-
er native that lures pol-
linators to the garden. 
Suitable for part-sun to 
sun in zones 4-8, the tall 
Monarda variety emerg-
es from dormancy with 
bronze-tinged foliage 
before large, cherry-red 
f lowers take center 
stage in spring and sum-
mer. The deer-resistant 

plants grow to 32” tall.
The breeder’s Rock’ 

N Round “Bright Idea” 
hybrid sedum stone-
crop added a burst of 
yel low to my sunny 
test garden with its red 
stems, serrated green 
leaves and bright yel-
low, star-shaped blooms. 
The 10-12” salt-tolerant 
perennial attracts bees 
and butter flies, resists 
r a b b i t  a t t a c k s  a n d 
thrives in hot, dry spots 
in zones 3-9.

Bigger, better, tougher? A look 
at 2023’s new garden plants

AP Photo/Uncredited

This image provided by Proven Winners shows Meant 
to Bee Queen Nectarine hummingbird mint plants 
growing in a garden bed.

Maryland lawmakers 
reelect Dereck Davis 

as state’s treasurer
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Serving Home-cooked vegetables at lunch Tuesday-Friday

www.HarborInnSeafoodBurlingtonNC.com

Sm. Baby Shrimp ........................................$6.99

Sm. Whitefish & Baby Shrimp Combo .......$8.75

8 oz. Angus Ribeye ...................................$14.95

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

Serving Home-cooked vegetables at lunch only Tuesday-Friday

HARBOR INN
SEAFOOD RESTURANT

2408 S. Church St. • Burlington • 336-228-1995
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