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LAKE RIDGE SCHOOLS 

A moment of silence was observed. 

The Mission statement was recited. 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Mr. Johnson called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Johnson called a roll call:  Mr. Diehl, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Evans, Mrs. Osteen and Mr. 

Buckley was present and the Superintendent was present. 

Administrators present:  Mrs. Trevino and Ms. Hubinger 

 

This is a Regular Meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Lake Ridge New Tech 

Schools, Lake County Indiana, February 24, 2020 at 6:00 PM, in the school board meeting 

room of the Education Center. 

 

Claims  Mr. Evans moved to consider the attached Accounts Payable Vouchers and the 

February 13, 2020 payroll for payment.  Mrs. Osteen seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Minutes  Mrs. Osteen moved to consider the minutes of the February 10, 2020 regular school  

   board meeting. Mr. Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Food Services Mr. Evans moved to consider the Food Service Account Analysis as of January 31,  

Analysis  2020.  Mr. Buckley seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Professional Development 

 

  Recommended Katie Dombkowski attend the Preparing for iLearn-How to  

  Teach Children Geometry and Measurement on March 16, 2020 in Hobart, IN  

  with expenses paid from Title IIA. 

 

  Recommended Adrian Wilkerson attend the IASBO Budget Workshop on  

  February 25-26, 2020 and March 10-11, 2020 in Indianapolis, IN with expenses  

  paid from the Operation Fund. 

 

  Recommended Tiffini Mikulich attend the Special /Dietary Needs Training on  

  March 3, 2020 in Lebanon, IN with expenses paid from the Operation Fund. 

 

 Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the professional development items. 

 

  Mrs. Osteen moved.  Mr. Diehl seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Leave/Resignation/Employment 
 

  All new employment to Lake Ridge New Tech Schools is contingent upon  

  a cleared expanded Criminal History Background Check within 30 days  

  and a cleared Expanded Child Protection Index Check within 60 days of  

  effective date.  IC 20-26-2-1.5 and IC 20-26-2-1.3 
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  Recommended approving the termination of Jennifer Jurcak from the Title I  

  Paraprofessional position at Lake Ridge New Tech Middle School effective  

  February 13, 2020. 

 

  Recommended accepting Frances Pathek’s retirement request from the Science  

  Facilitator position at Calumet New Tech High School effective upon the  

  completion of the 2019-2020 school year.  

 

  Recommended Dominique Nelson be employed as the Varsity Head Baseball  

  Coach at Calumet New Tech High School for the 2019-2020 season. 

 

  Recommended Daniel Wendrickx be employed as the Varsity Assistant  

  Baseball Coach at Calumet New Tech High School for the 2019-2020 season. 

 

  Recommended Ray Dix be employed as the JV Head Baseball Coach at Calumet  

  New Tech High School for the 2019-2020 season. 

 

  Recommended Cesar Cabrera be employed as the Girls’ Head Tennis Coach  

  at Calumet New Tech High School for the 2019-2020 season. 

 

  Recommended James McCormack be employed as an English Facilitator at  

  Calumet New Tech High School effective March 2, 2020. 

 

  Dr. Shirley recommended approval of leaves/resignations/employment items. 

 

  Mr. Evans moved.  Mr. Buckley seconded.  

 

  Dr. Shirley said, “We are losing an icon at Calumet New Tech High School with  

  the retirement of Frances Pathek.  She came to us from India and she is one of  

  the best.  She has been a faithful member of the Lake Ridge New Tech Schools  

  family.  She will be missed.” 

 

  Mr. Evans said, “Frances Pathak has been a great teacher.  My children had her  

  as a teacher.  She has always been available whenever any student needed her.” 

  Mr. Evans said, “Cesar Cabrera is Carolyn Lohman’s husband. He is real tennis  

  pro.  He is a good acquisition for our tennis team.  The team should learn a lot  

  from him.” 

 

  Mrs. Osteen said, “I could not get through Frances Pathak’s retirement letter  

  without crying.  She was instrumental with my older children.  She was always  

  there for them when they needed her.  It saddens me to know she will not be  

  there for my younger daughter.  We are truly losing someone that many of our  

  students look up to.  I can only hope we will find someone to fill her spot.” 

 

  Motion carried.  
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New Business 
 

Donations Recommended approving the following donation(s) at Calumet New Tech  

  High School: 

  2/7/2020 - $140 from Steven and Burnadette Cope – for the Wrestling Account 

 

Fundraiser Recommended approving the following fundraiser(s) at Calumet New Tech  

  High School: 

  3/2/2020 thru 3/13/2020 – St. Patrick’s Day Grams – for the Swim Account 

  4/20/2020 thru 4/24/2020 – hot chips, cheese, juice bag sale after school – for the  

  Swim Account 

 

  Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the new business items. 

 

   Mrs. Osteen moved.  Mr. Buckley seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

 Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the community. 

 

   Mrs. Tonya Tribble came before the Board to speak.  Mrs. Tribble said, “Mrs.  

   Pathak is a wonderful teacher and was my son’s favorite teacher.  Her retirement  

   is a tremendous loss to Lake Ridge.” 

   Mrs. Tribble said, “Sports at our school really irritates me.  We are going into  

   softball and baseball season and have yet to have a season schedule.  Parents  

   need schedules so they can plan around work, etc.  The team starts playing in  

   March and we are just now getting a coach.  We have to step up our game or we  

   will lose coaches and student athletes.” 

 

   Mrs. Kelley Thomas said, “Last week Tonya Tribble and I held a fundraiser for  

   Danny Gross who is very ill.  Our goal was to raise $1000.  We raised $1249.” 

   Mrs. Thomas reminded everyone that the NWI Food Bank will be March 5 at  

   Hosford Park.  Mrs. Thomas said, “We have 12 middle school honor society  

   students helping carry items for community members.  Mrs. Murphy contacted  

   me about the needs her students have for cyber security and internet classes.  The  

   class needs tools such as screwdrivers, etc.  I will put something out on social  

   medial asking the community for tool donations.  Mrs. Murphy also said her  

   students would like to work with the Lake Ridge Education Foundation to help  

   create a webpage for the foundation.” 

 

   Mr. Johnson asked, “Concerning the foundation, will you have Bingo this year?” 

   Mrs. Thomas replied, “Not until the fall.  We have to have one by fall or lose our  

   license.  We will be doing a letter campaign to our alumni and a Bunny Brunch  

   on March 26, 2020.” 

 

   Mrs. Thomas said, “Regarding the Census 2020.  We need to express to our  

   community how important this is for our school district.  I would like our school  

   to be a Census “hot spot”.  We need to stress to our community that we need an  

   accurate count of how many people live in each home.  Being a legal citizen does  

   not matter on the Census count.  What does matter is getting a true accurate  

   count so our community can be funded correct.” 
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   Mr. Johnson said, “Ten years ago, Indiana was severely undercounted to the tune  

   of $156 million.” 

 

   Coach Ray Dix introduced himself and told the Board a little bit about his  

   experience with coaching baseball. 

 

   Coach Daniel Wendrickx introduced himself and told the Board a little bit about  

   his experience with coaching baseball.  

 

   Both coaches expressed interest in growing the program and in area Little  

   Leagues.  

    

 Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the Board. 

 

   Mr. Buckley thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Buckley  

   congratulated the coaches and welcomed them to Lake Ridge.  Mr. Buckley  

   thanked Mrs. Tribble and Mrs. Thomas for the information they shared with the  

   Board.  Mr. Buckley concluded by wishing everyone a good evening. 

 

   Mr. Evans welcomed the new coaches to Lake Ridge.  Mr. Evans said, “We have  

   had several coaches over the last few years.  It will be nice to get continuity with  

   these new coaches.”  

   Mr. Evans thanked Tonya Tribble and Kelley Thomas for the information they  

   shared at tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Evans said to Tonya Tribble and Kelley  

   Thomas, “I will be there at the Food Bank next Thursday.” 

   Mr. Evans concluded by wishing everyone a good evening. 

 

   Mrs. Osteen congratulated the coaches and welcomed them to Lake Ridge.  Mrs.  

   Osteen said, “I am looking forward to what you will bring to the baseball team  

   and our community.” 

   Mrs. Osteen thanked Tonya Tribble and Kelley Thomas for the information they  

   provided.  Mrs. Osteen said to Tonya Tribble and Kelley Thomas, “Even when  

   you say you are complaining, it is constructive criticism and never negative.   

   Your feedback is always welcome.” 

 

   Mr. Diehl thanked the new coaches for becoming coaches at Calumet.  Mr. Diehl  

   said to the coaches, “I appreciate your past efforts and I hope they continue here  

   at Calumet to bring success to the baseball program.” 

   Mr. Diehl said, “Frances Pathak will be missed.  She is one great lady.” 

   Mr. Diehl concluded by wishing everyone a good evening. 

 

   Ms. Hubinger thanked Tonya Tribble and Kelley Thomas for their comments.   

   Ms. Hubinger thanked the new coaches.  Mrs. Hubinger said to the coaches,  

   “You go ahead and build that program but, please get to Central Office to get  

   your paperwork filled out.” 

   Ms. Hubinger reminded everyone to pay attention to legislation.  Ms. Hubinger  

   said, “We are getting close to the end of the legislation session.  There are  

   serious items coming down the pike.  CTE funding is a major concern and how  
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  they will change referendum rules.  All of this will have a devastating effect on public  

  education.  If you can get to the website to read this new proposed legislation, please  

  do.  I have been e-mailing our legislators regularly with concerns over this legislation.   

  If the community would e-mail our legislators with their concerns over these topics, that  

  would be instrumental in letting our legislators know it is not just school personnel.  It is  

  also our community.” 

 

  Mrs. Trevino thanked Tonya Tribble and Kelley Thomas for coming to tonight’s  

  meeting and for the information they shared tonight. Mrs. Trevino said to Tonya Tribble  

  and Kelley Thomas, “I noted your concerns and I will make sure we discuss the items  

  with building leaders.  I do want you to know that it may seem like it does not make  

  sense how long the hiring process can take.  We have to find the right people to work  

  with our students.” 

  Ms. Trevino concluded by letting the new coaches know how glad she is to have them  

  working for Lake Ridge. 

 

  Dr. Shirley congratulated the new coaches.  Dr. Shirley said, “We need to remember  

  some people in the community.  Recently Paula Romos lost her husband Phil Ramos.   

  Robert Joseph recently passed away.  Mr. Joseph was an icon at Lake Ridge for many  

  years.  Former head cook, Mary Lou Kuen passed away.  Please keep the families  

  uplifted in thought.” 

  Dr. Shirley said, “We are hosting our first College and Career Fair on March 5, 2020 at  

  Calumet New Tech High School.  We will host over 800 students which includes the 8th  

  grade students from Lake Ridge New Tech Middle School.  Our Board President, Glenn  

  Johnson, will do a session, at the Career Fair, on the Census and the importance of  

  voting.  We have been passing out Census information throughout our buildings about  

  the Census.” 

  Dr. Shirley said, “I was saddened today, as I signed the paperwork for our ADM report  

  (Average Daily Membership).  We are down to 1657 students.”  

  Dr. Shirley said to Tonya Tribble and Kelley Thomas, “We will have conversations with  

  Ms. Kuntarich about sports scheduling and why it is so late.” 

  Dr. Shirley concluded by thanking everyone for attending tonight’s meeting. 

 

  Mr. Johnson thanked everyone for coming to tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Johnson welcomed  

  the new coaches.  Mr. Johnson said, “We definitely want to get the community Little  

  League going.  It is a good feeder program for the high school.  I will work with you  

  anyway that I can to help restart Little League.” 

  Mr. Johnson thanked Tonya Tribble and Kelley Thomas for the information they  

  provided tonight. 

  Mr. Johnson said, “I hate to see Frances Pathak go but, you cannot begrudge anyone for  

  retirement.  My daughter had her as a teacher and enjoyed her a lot.” 

  Mr. Johnson said, “Mr. Robert Joseph’s death was hard.  He was a neighbor of mine  

  for many years.  He often took my daughter, when she was 3 and 4 years old, for walks  

  around the community.  I am going to miss Mr. Robert Joseph.” 

  Mr. Johnson reminded everyone to please participate in the Census.  Be counted!  

   

    

Adjournment  Mr. Evans moved to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 6:40 PM. 


