
 

 

 
 

 
(626) 289-3364 
www.SaintThereseCarmeliteSchool.com 
Principal: Alma Cornejo X 1 + 661    
   principal@sainƩheresecarmeliteschool.com 

 See our VIDEOS on the School’s Facebook page                  
 or on the Church’s website >Our School > Videos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• BapƟsms: Register online 
• Weddings: Register online at least six  
          months in advance  
• AnoinƟng of the Sick: Call the office 
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Monday–Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm | 2:00 pm-5:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Peter Mary Vecellio, OCD:  X 1+224  

Associate Pastors: Fr. Robert Elias Barcelos, OCD X 1+225 
                      Fr. David Guzman, OCD X 1+232 

In Residence: Fr. Albert Bunsic, OCD, Fr. Stephen Watson, 
OCD (X 1+226),   Bro. Jason Parrott, OCD 

 

Deacons: Deacon Gilbert Vargas | Deacon Otto Lacayo | 
Deacon Rex Owens: All at X 1+333; 

Annulments: Deacon Gilbert Vargas X 1+333   
Carmelite Vocations: www.discalcedcarmelitefriars.com   

 
 
 

Parish Secretary: Denise McMaster-Holguin X 1+223 
denisekay@hotmail.com 

Finance: Noralyn Cailan X 1+228 | cailannocds@gmail.com 
Religious Ed: Florence Goh X 1+ 235|stcreligioused7@gmail.com 
Music Director: Charlotte Lansberg  X 1+222|credochoir1@gmail.com 

 Respect Life Ministry: Catherine Contreras X 1+112 

Est. 1924 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masses: Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. & Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.  
And Traditional Latin High Mass at 1:00 p.m.  

 
 

Monday-Friday Masses: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. 
Rosary: Monday-Saturday after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

\ 
 
 

Monday and Tuesday evenings: *7:15 p.m. Mass  
(*Monday evening Mass followed by Healing Service; 

Tuesday’s 7:15 p.m. is in Spanish).  
 
 

Thursday evenings: 7:00 pm Exposition & Adoration 
First Fridays: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. and 7:15 p.m. 

          Carmelite Nuns’ Chapel: 7:30 a.m., Mon.-Sat. 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSIONS: Wednesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.;  
Saturdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and  

Sundays from Noon to 1:00 p.m.  

 

 September 1, 2024 

The Pharisees and scribes questioned Him, “Why do your disciples not follow the tradition of the elders but instead eat a meal with unclean 
hands?” He responded, “Well did Isaiah prophesy about you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from me.’” He summoned the crowd again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand. Nothing that enters one 
from outside can defile that person; but the things that come from within are what defile” (Mark 7:5-6, 14-15). 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Parishioners of St. Therese,    
 

     Although we won’t celebrate her feast this year because it falls on a Sunday, I’d like to highlight 
our Carmelite saint of the day, St. Teresa Margaret Redi, one of the five canonized saints in the 
Carmelite Order named “Teresa/Therese”.             —Fr. Peter Mary 
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     Teresa Margaret was born at Arezzo, Italy, on July 15, 
1747, into the noble Redi family and was baptized Anne 
Mary. Guided to a deep sense of piety, she could already be 
called a “little contemplative” at the age of six, when she 
asked whomever was capable of answering her: “Tell me, 
who is this God?” Her tendency towards recollection and 
prayer was accentuated during her years spent at boarding 
school in the Benedictine monastery of St. Apollonia in 
Florence, where she was given a discreet liturgical 
instruction. Meanwhile, her spiritual life deepened in 
Eucharistic and Marian piety and in devotion to the Sacred 
Heart. The protagonist of this formation was her very devout 
father, Ignatius Redi, who was also her spiritual father. On 
her return to the family circle, Anne Mary revealed her 
vocation to Carmel, a vocation of which she became certain 

during the last months of her schooling. On September 1, 1764, she entered the monastery of St. Teresa 
in Florence. She received the Carmelite habit on March 11, 1765, with the name of Teresa Margaret of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. At the age of twenty-two, peritonitis cut short her life on March 7, 1770. Pius 
XI beatified her on June 9, 1929, and canonized her on March 13, 1934. Her feast day is September 1st. 
 
     Her life was devoid of any eventful or extraordinary “superstructure.” Yet it was a life which, enflamed 
and consumed by the thirst of loving her God, demonstrates once again that God is not reached by the 
intellect, but by love. The function of Teresa Margaret in the history of spirituality does not consist in 
being a “teacher,” but a “witness.” A perfect Carmelite, she was a living testimony of the spirituality of 
Carmel. In fact, her devotion to the Heart of Jesus explains all the aspects of her spiritual and religious 
life. Her spiritual director tells us how the saint considered the Sacred Heart as the “center of love by 
which the Divine Word, even when in the bosom of the Father, has loved us throughout all eternity, and 
with which He has in time merited so that we, with the same shared love, can love Him in return on earth 
and in Heaven.” This devotion also succeeded in rooting Teresa Margaret in her contemplative vocation. It 
made her pass from the interior and hidden life of the human soul of Jesus to the experience of the 
mystery of the Word in the bosom of the Trinity.  
 
     A great contemplative grace, received on one of the Sundays after Pentecost in 1767, allowed her to 
penetrate the text of St. John: “God is charity.” It had given a decisive thrust to her understanding and 
living out the richness of the Trinitarian inhabitation in the soul. It was also her devotion to the Sacred 
Heart— understood as a “rendering of love for love” and deepened by the grace of the truth, “God is 
charity”—that became the precious instrument of God in her consummation.  
 
     The efficacy of her fraternal charity made her the humble servant, not only of the sick—she was 
infirmarian almost continuously—but also of all the religious. She was always ready, loveable, and 
forgetful of self, most willing to take on the most fatiguing tasks of the community. She worked with a 
constant smile, which hid her suffering and fatigue, and was a silent invitation to turn to her for any act of 
charity whatever. This concrete way in which Teresa Margaret reacted to the mysterious suffering that 
consumed her— this dedicating herself to the needs of the other nuns as the proof of her insatiable need 
for loving the Lord—was the final word of her witness. It is the way of all the saints: those who arrive at 
the perfection of the love of God actualize its consummation in the fullness of fraternal charity.  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

During this 100th anniversary year of 
our Parish, the Novena to St. Therese 
(September 22-30) and her feast day on 
October 1 will be especially joyful. We 
have invited Fr. Donald Kinney, OCD, to 
offer the Mass and preach each evening. 
He owes his vocation to St. Therese. He 
was ordained here on October 1, 1988. 
Fr. Donald is now assigned at the 
Carmelite House of Prayer in Oakville, in 
the Napa Valley. 
 

Also during the Novena, Fr. Donald will 
be promoting the visit of the reliquary of 
St. Therese. It will be coming to 
Alhambra and our Parish from October 
11 to 13, 2025. The year 2025 is also 
the 100th anniversary of the Canonization of St. Therese and a Jubilee Year in the entire Church. 
 

On Saturdays and Sundays (September 22, 28, and 29), the Novena Mass will be at 5:00 p.m. On the 
weekdays, the Mass will be at 7:15 p.m. During this Novena, the Tuesday evening Mass will be in 
English. On October 1, the Feast of St. Therese, the Mass will be at 7:15 p.m. 
 

This Novena and the Feast of St. Therese will be days of great grace! Plan to attend, and 
invite others to come with you! 
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THREE FATIMA SEERS 
Ven. Sr. Maria Lucia of Jesus and of the Immaculate Heart (March 28, 1907 – February 13, 2005) 
 
 

In 1917, Lucia Dos Santos was sent with her cousins, Francisco and Jacinta Matos, 
to shepherd the sheep as usual. It was then that they received the visit of the Virgin 
in Cova de Iria. The Virgin told Francisco and Jacinta that they would go to Heaven 
soon, but Lucia was to stay on earth to propagate Her messages. This is precisely 
what happened. Lucia entered the Sisters of St. Dorothy in 1921 and was with them 
in Tui and Pontevedra, Spain. In both cities she had important visits from Jesus and 
Mary. She received the Promises of the First Saturdays, the Vision of the Blessed 
Trinity, and the petition to consecrate Russia in 1929. In 1946 she 
returned to Portugal, and two years later entered the Carmel of St. 
Teresa in Coimbra, where she professed her vows as a Carmelite in 
1949. Pope Francis declared her “venerable” on June 22, 2023. 

 
 

Sr. Lucia wrote two volumes of her "Memoirs" and the "The Callings of the Fatima 
Messages." She died on February 13th, 2005, in her dear Carmel, where many believe 
that our Lady still visited her and where Pope John Paul II also visited. 

FIRST SATURDAYS DEVOTION 
to honor & make reparation to the 

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 

Mark your calendar for our next First Saturdays Devotion 
on September 7, 2024, and join us for the Rosary and a    
15-minutes meditation after the 8:00 a.m. Mass!  
 
 

For any questions, contact the office at (626) 282-2744. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

July 27 / 28 …………..  $15,760.00 
August 3 / 4 …...…….  $14,462.00 
August 10 / 11 ………  $18,445.00 
August 17 / 18 ………  $16,485.00 

 
 
 
 
 

CHECK USERS:  
P l e a s e   use a 

donation envelope in 
order to more easily 
credit your account. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Therese Parish’s Fr. David will be the chaplain for a 
Special Pilgrimage to France. The Pilgrimage will 
explore where the Little Flower lived, as well as other 
holy sites in France (Lisieux, Dijon, Lourdes, Mont St. 
Michel and others), as part of St. Therese Parish’s 
Celebration of our 100th Jubilee Year. The price of 
this12-day Pilgrimage is $3,985.00, L.A to L.A., which 
includes round-trip airfare, hotel accommodations, 
breakfasts and lunches, and admission prices. Mass 
will be celebrated daily. 
 

The complete itinerary can be found in the church 
vestibule by the Baptistry... If they’re all taken, email 
our Parish Secretary (denisekay@hotmail.com), using 
PILGRIMAGE TO FRANCE in the subject line, to request 
one. 

               

            August 24 / 25, 2024 
      

Unrestricted..........….. $20,749.00 
Restricted …...............   $     710.00 
 T O  T A L………..…..  $21,459.00 

     
 
 
 

El Carmelo Retreat House is still in need of a captain 
(coordinator) for St. Therese Church’s annual Women's 
Retreat in Redlands. The retreat usually takes place in 
the Spring during Lent on the second weekend of 
March. Training can be arranged.  
 

If you feel called to this important ministry, please 
contact Fr. Philip Sullivan at El Carmelo Retreat House:            
(909) 792-1047 or elcarmelorh@gmail.com.  

 
 

 
 

We are now taking ONLINE registrations (click the links on the home 
page of our website) for Religious Education classes. Classes for 
elementary grades begin September 15; H.S. Confirmation Classes 
begin September 11; OCIA classes begin on September 12 (if 
attending on Thursdays) and September 14 (if attending on 
Saturdays).  

 

In-person registration will be in front of the church after the 9:00 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. Masses TODAY, Sunday, September 1st.  You may 
also pick up a form from the office.  
 
 

You will need to submit a copy of each registrant’s baptism 
certificate and the fee by the first day of class (cash or check only). 
The fees are on the registration forms. 
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Rehearsals for the Eleven o’clock Mass Choir will begin this Wednesday, 
September 4, at 7:00 p.m. If you have choral experience, consider 
using your musical talents to benefit your Parish.  You can call the 
Music Director, Charlotte Lansberg, at (626) 282-2744, ext. 1 + 
222, e-mail her at credochoir1@gmail.com, or see her after Mass. 
 

The commitment to the Choir involves *Wednesday night rehearsals, 
*Sunday Mass (with rehearsal at 10:30 a.m., and Mass at 11:00 
a.m.), and *services for Christmas, Holy Week, and Easter. 

 

The choir will also be singing the Fauré Requiem at a special Mass for 
All Souls on November 8, commemorating the souls of the faithful 
departed of the Parish.  

 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  
Should your child be friends with 
teachers on social media? It is an 
adult’s responsibility to maintain safe, 
appropriate boundaries with the 
children in his or her care. For 
teachers, this means keeping things 

professional in school and beyond—including online. 
Parents should be aware of who their children are 
friends with on social media sites, especially if their 
friends lists include teachers, coaches, or other 
authority figures. For more information, read the 
VIRTUS® article “‘Friending’ Students on Social 
Media” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know/. 

 
 

RECLAIMING CALIFORNIA: Prayer Warriors Needed! 
 - Campaign from September 25 to November 3 - 

 

40 Days for Life needs dedicated Prayer Warriors to 
join their Fall campaign to save 
babies from abortion. Please 
volunteer at least one hour a week 
to pray in front of the Pasadena 
Planned Parenthood. You can sign 
up at our website at 
www .40days fo r l i f e . com/en /
pasadena. 
 

Also, save the date of September 22 for the 
Procession Kickoff at 3:00 p.m.  

 
 
Today's readings invite us to reflect on the importance of aligning our hearts with God's commandments and 
living out our faith with integrity. In Deuteronomy, Moses emphasizes the significance of obeying God's 
statutes, not merely as rules to be followed, but as a way of life that reflects wisdom and understanding. The 
Psalmist echoes this by describing the righteous person as one who "walks blamelessly" and "speaks truth 
from the heart," highlighting the fact that true faith is seen in actions that honor God and show love to our 
neighbor. This message is reinforced by St. James, who reminds us that every good gift comes from God and 
that we are called to be doers of the word, not just hearers. Religion that is pure and undefiled, he says, is one 
that cares for the vulnerable and keeps oneself unstained by the world. 
 
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus challenges us to look beyond mere external 
observances of religious practices and instead focus on the condition of 
our hearts. The Pharisees are criticized for prioritizing human traditions 
over God's commandments, revealing that true defilement comes not from 
outside, but from within—from the thoughts and intentions of our hearts. 
Jesus calls us to a deeper righteousness, one that is rooted in the purity 
of our intentions and the sincerity of our love for God and others. As we 
reflect on these Scriptures, let us ask God for the grace to live our faith 
authentically, allowing His word to transform our hearts and guide our 
actions in all that we do. 
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     A couple of Sundays ago, I greeted a young father pushing a 
stroller with a baby and two other children in tow as they walked 
across our parking lot. “Where are you headed,” I asked. “We’re 
going to the Happy Donut.” Not having been there myself, I was 
curious where this place was. Who does not like donuts? I looked up 
its locaƟon for this story. With three children, it would have been at 
least a fiŌeen-minute walk from St. Therese. Always on the look out 
for a family to interview, I asked the father his name and whether 
he and his wife would be open to having their story in the bulleƟn. 
This is the story of the John and Jennifer Rueda family. 
     When I asked John where he was from, he said PiƩsburgh. Turns 
out that is not the only place the Rueda family lived. Let us just say 
he is from “back east.”  John’s father is from Quito, Ecuador. He 
received his medical degree from the medical school of the 
University of Navarra in Pamplona, Spain. This university is the 
flagship school of Opus Dei, of which John’s father is a member. Dr. 
Rueda came to the United States as a visiƟng doctor for a hospital in 
Ohio, where he met John’s mother, who was an X-ray technician. 

John is one of their nine children. 
     Jennifer Cadena is a first-generaƟon Colombian who grew up in Chino Hills. AŌer her parents separated when she 
was young, she moved to Colombia with her mom. AŌer six years, she returned to the States to live with her dad in 
Irvine, California, where she graduated from Northwood High School.  John went to the University of Dallas and 
Jennifer went to Cal State Fullerton. So, how did they meet? AŌer college John went to the University of Navarra and 
earned a master’s degree in audio-visual studies. AŌer working for a year in Madrid for a reality show, he moved 
to—that’s right!—L.A. Meanwhile, with a degree in public relaƟons and—being an aspiring actress—Jennifer moved 
to Hollywood. A mutual friend introduced them. Fourteen months later, John and Jennifer were married on July 21, 
2017, at Holy Trinity in Atwater Village. (Bishop Cantwell originally wanted the Irish Discalced Carmelites to establish 
a parish in the Atwater/Tropico area of Glendale. Holy Trinity Parish was established in 1925.) 
     John and Jennifer bought a house on Story Place three years ago. They now have three children: Blaise, Frances, 
and Montserrat, whom Jennifer home schools. With her friends, Jenna De Partee and Erin Coleman, Jennifer started 
Zelie’s Circle, a group for mothers with young children. There are now thirty moms in the group. Zelie’s Circle meets 
every Thursday at Story Park to pray the Rosary for children and priests. Recently, Jennifer hosted a mom’s night at 
her house.  
     Within days of his arrival in Los Angles, John was hired by the Archdiocese to produce short documentaries and 
promoƟon videos. Today he has his own producƟon company. He sƟll does work for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
and he has also done work for the Archdiocese of Boston. Jennifer, who did become an actress, is in a Disney film, 
The Wingwalker, to be released in October. She also does voice overs. Recently, the Ruedas spent seven weeks in 
Spain because Jennifer was direcƟng a short film for Bosco Films, a producƟon company based in Madrid. The film is 
based on a short story by Hemingway, Hills Like White Elephants.  
     Jennifer started coming to St. Therese Church about fiŌeen years ago. Although she made her First Holy 
Communion as a child, she did not consider herself a pracƟcing Catholic. That changed aŌer she made a retreat at    
El Carmelo Retreat House in Redlands in 2008. (See the noƟce in this bulleƟn seeking a coordinator for the annual 
women’s retreat at El Carmelo.) She says the retreat was a pivotal experience in her “reversion” to the pracƟce of 
the Faith. The next year she went to the Holy Land with the then newly-ordained Fr. Robert Barcelos. AŌer three 
years living in the Parish, the Ruedas have become good friends with other young parishioners. Their Mass of choice 
is the 11:00 a.m. Mass. They are also associated with Opus Dei, as are a handful of other St. Therese parishioners.  
     The Rueda family is one of the new, young families of our Parish who bring new life to this hundred-year-old faith 
community. 

 

 

The  Rueda Family is part of the rich 100-year history of St. Therese Parish.  
Let us all walk with St. Therese as we journey together in faith during our Centennial year. 
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August 31—September 7, 2024 
Saturday Evening: 

5:00 p.m.: Zechariah Arellano, Birthday INT 
Sunday 

*7:30 a.m.: Parishioners of St. Therese Church 
 7:30 a.m.: Jaime Doria, RIP 

9:00 a.m.: All Humanity & God’s CreaƟon, INT 
11:00 a.m.: Abigail Cox, Birthday IntenƟon 

 1:00 p.m. (LaƟn): Karina Laigo, INT 
5:00 p.m.: Rory Putman, INT 

Monday: 
6:00 a.m.: Claire Jones, RIP 

*7:30 a.m.: Maria Oanh Phan & Family, INT 
8:00 a.m.: Rosario Asayama, INT 

7:15 p.m.: Angel Avalos, INT 
Tuesday 

   6:00 a.m.: Ursulina Aquino, RIP 
*7:30 a.m.: Michael Alexander Cheah, INT 

8:00 a.m.: Claire Jones, RIP 
7:15 p.m.: Souls in Purgatory 

Wednesday: 
 6:00 a.m.: Leo J. Lacangan, RIP 

*7:30 a.m.: Chris Holman, Birthday INT 
8:00 a.m.: Nicole TiƩmann, Birthday INT 

Thursday 
 6:00 a.m.: Ronaldo Cuarto, RIP 
*7:30 a.m.: Rogelio Noche, RIP 
8:00 a.m.: Leo J. Lacangan, RIP 

First Friday 
 6:00 a.m.: Leo J. Lacangan, RIP 
*7:30 am: Porfiria Aclaro, INT 
8:00 a.m.: Fidelina Adan, RIP 

7:15 p.m.: Julius & Carmina Doria, INT 
Saturday (Morning): 

 *7:30 a.m.: Carmelite Nuns’ Community  
8:00 a.m.: Fr. Raymond Bueno, INT 

 

*Held at the Cloistered Carmelite 
Chapel (located at 215 East Alhambra 

Road, Alhambra).  
+ 

*Open to the public except on 
Sundays and holidays.  
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Bereavement Program in English: St. Luke Church in 
Temple City will offer an eight-week Bereavement 
Support Program for those who have lost someone 
dear. The program is non-threatening, caring, and very 
loving toward those who have suffered a loss. The two-
hour sessions will begin at 7:00 p.m., THIS THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 5, in their Parish Resource Center (9451 
Broadway) and will continue through Oct. 24. The only 
cost is $15 for the workbook (financial help is available 
for those who cannot afford it). For more info, call 
(626) 291-5900 or visit www.stluketemplecity.org.  
 
“IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST. JUAN DIEGO AND OUR 
LADY OF GUADALUPE,” a Pilgrimage from Sunday, 
December 8, to Friday, December 13, 2024... Join us 
for this inspiring tour to Guadalupe, Mexico, and more! 
The chaplain will be Fr. Jan Lundberg and the fee is 
$2125 double occupancy. To receive a detailed 
itinerary, call Beth Maddatu at 408-903-6305 or email 
her at maddatubeth2@gmail.com.  
 
SEEKING ITEMS FOR THE CLOISTERED CARMELITE 
NUNS’ AUXILIARY’S BOUTIQUE on November 15:  
Please take a look around your house (in drawers, 
cabinets, closets, etc.) for items you no longer use or 
display.  These will be sold at the Fall Boutique for the 
benefit of our Nuns.  We need items in good condition: 
decorative items, small appliances, jewelry, vases, nice 
dishes, teapots, etc.  NO FURNITURE OR CLOTHING!!—
it’s not a rummage sale! For more info and a drop-off 
location, please contact Rosemary Moreno at (626) 
281-9211 after September 16.  Thank you!  

LIVE STREAMED MASSES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We livestream the daily 8:00 a.m. Mass 
and the HOMILIES at the Sunday         

11:00 a.m. and the Monday 7:15 p.m. 
Masses.  Be sure to “tune in”! 

 
 
 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
 
+ Elsa Judith Ibanez (aunt of Amber Cantong) 
 
 

+ Elena Padilla (aunt of Connie Salazar) 
(Mass at 10:00 a.m. this Wed., Sept. 4, at 10:00 a.m. 
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