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BY GARY D. ROBERTSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

RALEIGH — A federal appeals court sided again 
with North Carolina’s attorney general on Wednesday, 
saying a 1931 libel law is most likely unconstitutional. 
Josh Stein has sought to block a fellow Democrat 
from using the law to prosecute him over a 2020 cam-
paign commercial.

In a unanimous result, the three-judge panel of the 
4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, agreed with Stein and others associated with his 
political committee who have been seeking to stop a 
probe by Wake County District Attorney Lorrin Free-
man’s office.

Stein announced in January that he’s running for 
governor in 2024.

Appeals court backs N.C
AG Stein on libel law

F R

I DAY,  F E B R UA RY  10,  2023   | CO U R I E R - T R I B U N E. CO M

WEATHER
High, 63 • Low, 41

Partly Sunny with Chance 

of Rain

Volume 157 • No. 409

© 2022

$1

BY COURIER-TRIBUNE STAFF
ASHEBORO — Ran-

dolph Community Col-
lege played host recently 
to 225 local high school 
students to give them a 
peek at what the work 
env i r onment  a t  some 
local manufacturers is 
like.

T w o  s t u d e n t s  w h o 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  e v e n t , 
Randleman High School 
sophomore Aliya Easter 
and Trinity High School 
junior Yariell Figueroa, 
said they both are explor-
ing their options,  and 
both happen to be look-
ing into becoming air-
plane mechanics. Easter 
said she learned about 
new opportunities during 
RCC’s  Manufac tur ing 
Day, which has the goal 
of educating students on 

careers, pay and opportu-
nities in local industries 
and oppor tunities with 
career-technical educa-
tion classes at the col-
lege.

“I think it would be a 
good star t,” Easter said. 
“I’ve always been inter-
ested in airplanes. I’ve 
wanted to go into the 
Air Force since four th 
grade.”

Being blind in one eye 
means Easter cannot fly 
an airplane, but she cer-
tainly can fix them.

“ I ’ ve  lear ned  about 
new opportunities today,” 
she said. “I’ll definitely 
be able to come and take 
classes here.”

Figueroa, whose uncle 
was a pilot, also was bit-
ten by the airplane bug 
as a youngster.

“I’ve always been inter-
ested in mechanical stuf f, 
especially airplanes,” he 
said. “I thought it would 

be a good idea to see 
what else I can do for 
my career development. 

Students get a look at 
different job opportunities
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Computer-integrated machining instructor Todd Lamar talks to students about the waterjet cutter, which uses a 
high-pressure stream of water to cut through virtually any material.

Photo courtesy of RCC

Instructor Kyle Hollingsworth demonstrates welding.

BY PAUL B. JOHNSON
PAXTON MEDIA GROUP

A homeless man from High Point has been arrested in 
connection with the killing of a Trinity woman more than 
eight years ago, but investigators say the person who 
killed her has already died.

Following a lengthy investigation into the cold case, Ran-
dolph County Sheriff’s Office detectives arrested Roy Lee 
White, 50, in the stabbing death of Tammy Sellers Holland,
50, at her home in the 900 block of Loflin Hill Road on 
Oct. 28, 2014. He is charged with felony 
accessory after the fact of first-degree 
murder.

Deputies found White at a hotel on 
Brentwood Street in High Point. White 
is listed on the Randolph County jail reg-
istry as homeless and from High Point.

White cooperated with detectives and 
identified Holland’s killer as Florence 
Elizabeth Keene, who was White’s wife 
and died in 2018, the sheriff’s office said. 
White and Keene were neighbors of 
Holland and associated with her.

White was taken to the Randolph 
County Detention Center in Asheboro. 
Bond was set at $60,000 secured.

White and Keene were questioned by 
detectives at the time of the killing. After 
the case went cold for several years, it 
was renewed three years ago.

The sheriff’s office didn’t release 
details Thursday of what led to the 
arrest, such as DNA evidence.

In 2014 investigators said that a neighbor noticed Hol-
land’s car was still in the driveway when she normally 
would have been at work at Elizabeth’s Pizza in Thom-
asville and went to check on her. When she didn’t come
to the door, the neighbor peered in the window, saw Hol-
land’s legs through a living room window and called 911.

According to the autopsy report released by the N.C. 
Medical Examiner’s office, Holland had been stabbed mul-
tiple times.

Holland had two adult sons and two grandsons.
At the time of her death, Holland had worked at 

Elizabeth’s Pizza in Thomasville for 11 years. She was 
described as a devoted employee and friend and a kind 
person beloved by her colleagues.

Man charged in 
2014 killing, but
killer got away

Roy Lee
White

Tammy 
Sellers 

Holland

BY COURIER-TRIBUNE STAFF
A S H E B O R O  —  A 

motorcyclist died after 
being hit by a car on U.S. 
220 Business Wednesday
night, but it’s not clear 
whether the car’s driv-
er was at fault, the N.C. 
Sta te  Highway Patro l 
reports.

Chase Logan Fritz, 24, 
of Asheboro was driving 
a 2022 Kawasaki motor-

cycle south on U.S. 220 
Business shor tly before 
6 p.m. when a 2022 Honda
Accord going nor th on 
the highway turned left 
toward Industrial Park 
Avenue, striking Fritz in 
the intersection, the N.C. 
State Highway Patrol said. 
Fritz died at the scene of 
the accident.

The driver of the Honda, 
Amy Logan Mendoza, 18, 

of Asheboro, had injuries 
that were not considered 
life-threatening and was 
taken to Randolph Hospi-
tal in Asheboro.

Investigators will meet 
with the Randolph Coun-
ty  Distr ict  Attor ney’s 
Office to discuss whether 
any charges will be filed 
against Mendoza.

Excess ive  speed by 
Fritz is thought to be a 

contr ibut ing factor  in 
this collision, the High-
way Patro l  sa id .  W it -
nesses told investigators 
that the motorcycle was 
passing vehicles on the 
expressway at  a  high 
speed.

The section of U.S. 220 
Business where the wreck 
happened was closed for 
approximately two hours 
during the investigation.

Motorcyclist killed in Asheboro wreck
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Now’s the time for me to 
get my classes done. If I 
don’t become an airplane 
mechanic, I’ll become a 
technician for fiber-optic 
or coax cable and work 
for my dad’s company.”

Students from Ashe-
boro, Eastern Randolph, 
P r o v i d e n c e  G r o v e , 
Randleman, Southwest-
ern Randolph, Trinity and 
Wheatmore high schools, 
Uwharrie Char ter Acad-
emy and Uwharrie Ridge 
6-12 par ticipated in the 
event, which included a 
mock assembly line and 
hands-on activities and 
demonstrations in the 
Gene Haas Computer-In-
tegrated Machining Insti-
tute of electrical systems, 
mechatronics, automation 
engineering and welding 
areas. The students also 

learned about the Appren-
ticeship Randolph and 
College and Career Prom-
ise programs.

T h e  s t u d e n t s  a l s o 
toured several local com-
panies, including Atalys, 
Elast ic  Therapy Inc . , 
Mohawk Industries Inc., 
Post Consumer Brands, 
PEMMCO Manufacturing, 

Technimark and Timken.
It is important for stu-

dents  to  know what ’s 
available to them locally, 
RCC Director of Appren-
ticeships and Pathways 
Stacey Miller said.

“RCC instructors work 
w i t h  l o c a l  c o m p a n y 
leaders to get feedback 
on  today ’s  workfor ce 

needs,” Miller said. “We 
want to provide career 
pathways for mechanical-
ly minded students who 
enjoy working with their 
h a n d s ,  p r o b l e m - s o l v -
ing and critical thinking 
— al l  impor tant  attr i -
butes for success in our 
advanced manufacturing 
areas.”

JOB
FROM PAGE A1

The same appeals panel 
in August granted a tem-
porary injunction sought 
by Stein’s campaign, which 
was worried a Wake grand 
jury could indict Stein and 
advisers through the state 
law that makes cer tain 
political speech a crime.

“Not only have plaintiffs 
shown a likelihood of suc-
cess, ‘it is difficult to imag-
ine them losing,’ ” U.S. Cir-
cuit Judge Toby Heytens 
wrote in Wednesday’s pre-
vailing opinion.

The law makes it a mis-
demeanor for someone to 
help circulate “derogato-
r y repor ts” about a can-
didate designed to harm 
their election chances 
whi le  “knowing  such 
repor t to be false or in 
reckless disregard of its 
truth or falsity.”

Stein defended his 2020 
commercial as a “correc-
tive” to false accusations 
made by then-Republican 
AG challenger Jim O’Neill 
that Stein had failed to 
act on more than 15,000 
untested rape kits since 
becoming attorney general 
in 2017. Stein’s ad accused 
O’Neill, the Forsyth Coun-
ty district attorney, of let-
ting more than a thousand 
rape kits go untested.

O’Neill complained to the 
State Board of Elections at 
the time, citing the law. The 
case ultimately was sent 
to Freeman, who recused 
herself from the investiga-
tion, leaving it to a senior 
assistant prosecutor. Stein’s 
campaign sued in July after 
learning the DA’s of fice 
planned to soon send the 
case to grand jurors.

Wednesday ’s  r u l ing 
vacates a decision by U.S. 
District Judge Cather-
ine Eagles, who refused 
to order Freeman to stop 
using the law to prose-
cute anyone over the dis-
puted commercial. She 

wrote Aug. 9 that the law 
appeared to meet the 
standard for exceptions 
to the First Amendment 
that allows the criminal-
ization of “false defama-
tory speech about public 
officials made with actual 
malice.”

For now, the tempo-
rary injunction remains in 
place, and the lawsuit ini-
tially filed by Stein’s cam-
paign seeking to have the 
law declared unenforce-
able continues.

Freeman wrote Wednes-
day afternoon in a text 
that the opinion was being 
reviewed and “anticipates 
making an announcement 
in the next 24 hours.” The 
opinion could weigh heav-
ily on whether the DA’s 
of fice will stop seeking 
prosecutions. Or Free-
man could ask the entire 
4th Circuit to consider the 
case.

Heytens agreed with 
lawyers for Stein and oth-
ers that Eagles erred when 
she decided “derogatory 
repor ts” only addressed 
false statements. Freeman’s 
attorney had said a fair 
reading of the law makes it 
clear that only false deroga-
tory reports related to polit-

ical speech are criminal-
ized.

And since the law also 
criminalizes speech tar-
geting political candidates 
when i t ’s  intended to 
affect their chance to get 
elected, Heytens wrote, 
“speakers may lie with 
impunity about business-
people, celebrities, pure-
ly private citizens or even 
government of ficials” as 
long as they are not run-
ning for office.

“That is textbook con-
tent discrimination,” he 
wrote.

Circuit Judge Alber t 
Diaz joined Heytens in 
his written opinion, while 
in a separate opinion Cir-
cuit Judge Allison Rushing 
agreed that the plaintif fs 
would likely succeed on 
their First Amendment 
claim.

Stein attorney Press Mil-
len said his clients are grat-
ified that the 4th Circuit 
agreed that “North Caro-
lina’s political libel statute 
violates core First Amend-
ment principles.”

Freeman won reelection 
in November as the DA for 
North Carolina’s largest 
county. But she has taken 
heat from fellow Dem-

ocrats. Gov. Roy Cooper, 
whom Stein succeeded 
as AG in 2017, called the 
potential prosecution “an 
unprecedented repression 
of free speech.”
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AP Photo/Andrew Harnik

North Carolina Attorney General Josh Stein speaks in front of the Supreme Court in Wash-
ington on Dec. 7, 2022.

BY MARK SHERMAN AND 
JESSICA GRESKO

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Cour t  soon 
could find itself with easy 
ways out of two high-pro-
file cases involving immi-
gration and elections, if 
indeed the justices are 
looking to avoid poten-
t ial ly messy,  divisive 
decisions.

Of f -ramps in those 
cases could prove attrac-
tive in a term with no 
shortage of big cases that 
could divide the court’s 
six conser vatives and 
three liberals. Af firma-
tive action, voting rights, 
gay rights and student 

loan forgiveness also 
are on the agenda for a 
court that is less than a 
year removed from over-
turning nearly 50 years of 
constitutional protections 
for abortion and seeing 
a significant dip in public 
confidence.

The Biden administra-
tion provided one possible 
way out for the court this 
week. A legal fight over 
turning away immigrants 
at the border because of 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic, under a provision of 
federal law known as Title 
42, is about to become 
irrelevant, the administra-
tion said in a court filing 
Tuesday.

Supreme Court might 
have easy outs on 

elections, immigration

“We want to provide career pathways for 
mechanically minded students who enjoy 
working with their hands, problem-solving 
and critical thinking — all important 
attributes for success in our advanced 
manufacturing areas.”

— Stacey Miller
RCC Director of Apprenticeships and Pathways

AP Photo/Giovanna Dell’Orto

An electronic sign flashes “Watch for unexpected pedes-
trians,” Dec. 20, 2022, on the highway next to the fenced 
US-Mexican border just east of downtown El Paso, Texas, 
next to one of the three bridges that connect the Texas 
city with the sprawling metropolis of Juarez, Mexico.
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