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STERLING PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Sterling, Connecticut

month/day/year
Dear Parents/Guardians:

New technologies are shifting the ways that information may be accessed, communicated, and transferred. These
changes may also alter instruction and student learning. The Sterling Public School System offers students access
to the electronic information highway and computer service networks such as electronic mail and the Internet in
accordance with Board Policy 6141.321 (attached).

Along with access to computers and people all over the world comes the availability of materials that may not be
considered appropriate in the classroom. However, on a global network it is impossible to control all materials.
Ultimately, the school staff, parents, and guardians of minors are responsible for setting and conveying standards
that students should follow when using media and information sources.

The Board of Education supports and respects each family's right to decide whether or not to allow their child(ren)
to access the Internet. Please take the time to sit down with your child(ren) to read and discuss the Rules and
Codes of Ethics for School Computer Users. Then, sign and return the statement(s) provided as soon as possible.

Rules and Codes of Ethics for School Computer Users

Internet access is provided for students to conduct research and communicate with others in relation to school
work. Access to network services is given to students who agree to act in a considerate and responsible manner.
Parent permission is required. Access is a privilege, not a right. Therefore, based upon the acceptable use
guidelines outlined in this document, the system administrators will deem what is inappropriate use. Decisions are
final. The system administrators may deny, revoke, or suspend specific user access at any time.

Individual users are responsible for their use of the network. District guidelines are as follows:

» Student users, before accessing the Internet, must always get permission and follow instructions.
+ Student users must sign in each time they use the network.

» Student users must be supervised when accessing the Internet.

 Student users will use computer resources for educational purposes and in compliance with
instructional activities.

The use of the computer and the Internet must be in support of education and research and must be consistent with
the academic expectations of the Sterling Public School System. Transmission of any material in violation of U.S.
or State regulations including copyrighted, threatening, or obscene material is prohibited. Use for commercial
activities by for profit organizations, product promotion, political lobbying, or illegal activities is strictly
prohibited.

The user is also expected to abide by the following rules of etiquette:

* Be polite. Do not write or send abusive messages.

» Use appropriate language. Do not swear, use vulgarities, or any other inappropriate language.

» Transmission of obscene material is prohibited. Sending or receiving offensive messages or pictures
from any source will result in immediate suspension of privileges.

» Do not reveal your or other students' personal addresses or telephone numbers.

» Do not communicate any credit card numbers, bank account numbers, or any other financial
information.

+ Electronic mail is not guaranteed to be private. People who operate the system do have access to all
mail. Inappropriate messages can result in suspension of privileges.

» Do not use the network in such a way that would disrupt the use of the network by others.

« Any malicious attempt to harm or destroy data of another user will not be tolerated. Any questionable
action will result in the suspension of privileges.



Very truly yours,

Superintendent of Schools

NOTE: Violation of any of the above mentioned rules and regulations will result in a loss of access and may
result in other disciplinary or legal actions.
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