
 

 

Coffee County School District 
Offer vs. Serve Policy 

(Revised May 2012) 
 
 
 

National School Lunch Program:  A school lunch eligible for federal reimbursement 
shall offer 5 food components (milk, fruits, vegetables, grains, meat/meat alternates) in 
the appropriate amounts per grade groupings. Students are allowed to decline 2 of the 5 
required food components, but must select at least ½ cup of either a fruit (or fruit 
combination) or a vegetable (or vegetable combination) or ½ cup fruit/vegetable 
combination. After selecting the ½ cup fruit or vegetable requirement, students must 
select at least 2 additional full components in the full amounts (per age/grade grouping 
required amounts) to count toward the reimbursable offer versus serve meal. The 
student’s decision to accept all 5 components or to decline 2 components shall not affect 
the price charged for the meal. The lunch is priced as a unit.  
 
School Breakfast Program:  A school breakfast eligible for federal reimbursement shall 
offer 4 required food items:  one serving of Milk; one serving of Vegetable, Fruit or 
Juice; and two servings of Meat/Meat Alternate OR two servings of Bread/Grain OR one 
serving of Meat/Meat Alternate and one serving of Bread/Grain.  Serving sizes must be at 
least equal to the minimum required quantities by age or grade group.  All students are 
allowed to decline one of the four food items at breakfast.  All students receiving a 
reimbursable breakfast meal will be charged the same price whether they have three or 
four food items. 
 
*Pre-Kindergarten classes will receive pre-plated breakfast and lunch trays at Hickerson 
Elementary, East Coffee Elementary, North Coffee Elementary, New Union Elementary, 
Deerfield Elementary and Hillsboro Elementary. 

 
*Students with pre-plated lunch trays will receive all five items offered on the lunch 
menu and all four items offered on the breakfast menu. 
 
*Offer vs. Serve will not be in effect on field trips, field days or for meals served to the 
Alternative School and In-School Detention students.  These meals will be pre-packaged. 
 
 
 
 

In accordance with Federal Law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, 
Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (Voice).  
Individuals who are hearing impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).   USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 


