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H I G H  P O I N T  — 
If you’re wondering 
about the significance 
of Springfield Friends 
Meeting’s upcoming 
250th anniversary, just 
ask Joshua Brown, the 
church’s pastor.

“We’ve been here for 
250 years, which means 
we were founded in 
1773,” said Brown, who 
has pastored the church 
for the past eight of 
those 250 years.

“We were here three 
years before the Decla-
ration of Independence 
was signed and 16 years 
before the U.S. Consti-
tution. We were here 
before every state was 
admitted to the Union, 
and befor e  George 
Washington became 
president. So yes, we’ve 
been here a long time, 
and this is a ver y big 
deal.”

The church will cel-
ebrate its anniversar y 
this coming weekend, 
beginning with a con-
cer t Saturday evening 
and culminating with a 
lunch following the Sun-
day morning worship 

ser vice. The ser vice 
itself will feature guest 
speaker Tom Hamm, 
a retired professor of 
histor y and archivist 
at Earlham College, a 
Quaker-founded school 
in Richmond, Indiana.

“He’s probably the 
best living history pro-
fessor on Quaker his-
tory in the world right 
now,” Brown said. “He’s 
written dozens of books 
and has lectured all over 
the world.”

Although the church 
has a full slate of activ-
ities for next weekend, 
the truth is that the con-
gregation has already 
been celebrating the 
250-year milestone. The 
church created a time-
line of important events 
in the life of Spring-
field Friends — it’s 33 
feet long! — and week-
ly history stories have 
been inser ted in the 
weekly bulletins. The 
church has also hosted 
a number of historically 
themed programs.

“We’re really going 
to town on this one,” 
Brown said.

Great is their faithfulness
Springfield Friends Meeting 
celebrates 250th anniversary
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Springfield Friends Meeting will celebrate its 250th 
anniversary this weekend. The Quaker church held its 
first worship service on May 1, 1773. SPECIAL | HPE
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This photo, taken sometime around 1910, shows 
the remains of the first meetinghouse at Springfield 
Friends, which later was moved and used as a barn. 
SPECIAL | HPE
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ASHEBORO — Randolph Early College High 
School senior Abigail Maze of Climax has been 
named Randolph Community College’s 2023 Aca-
demic Excellence Award winner, and Bryson Hicks 
of Lexington, an electrical systems technology 
student, is RCC’s nominee for the Dallas Herring 
Achievement Award.

Maze, who graduates in May 
with her associate’s degree and 
a certificate in business adminis-
tration, plans to transfer to a four-
year university to major in busi-
ness administration or business 
management.

Maze was one of 58 students, 
one from each community college 
in North Carolina, who were recognized in April 
for academic excellence. Students must be current-
ly enrolled, have completed at least 12 semester 
hours in an associate’s degree program and have a 
cumulative grade-point average of no less than 3.25. 
A committee at RCC selected the final recipient 
based on faculty recommendations.

Hicks, who also earned RCC’s 
Retiree Scholarship, is enrolled in 
the electrical systems technology 
program. The Uwharrie Char ter 
Academy graduate wants to work 
for an electrical company for several 
years, earn his electrical contractor 
license and start his own electrical 
company.

RCC’s Academic and Curriculum awards also 
were announced, and the full list of winners can be 
found on courier-tribune.com.

TORCH RUN TAKES PLACE WEDNESDAY
ASHEBORO — Law enforcement agencies in 

Randolph County are raising awareness for the 

Maze, Hicks win 
top RCC awards
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RALEIGH — North 
Carolina’s leading health 
insurer would be able 
to reorganize through a 
method the nonprofit 
company’s leaders said 
would keep it nimble and 
competitive with for-prof-
it rivals, under legislation 
approved Thursday by the 
state House.

The measure, which 
would allow Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of North Car-
olina and a dental insur-
ance provider to complete 
a restructuring through 

creat ing 
p a r e n t 
h o l d i n g 
c o m -
p a n i e s , 
p a s s e d 
w i t h 
bipartisan 
s u p p o r t 
d e s p i t e 

strong criticism from state 
Insurance Commissioner 
Mike Causey.

“The intent of the bill 
is to create a more level 
playing field for those 
two” entities, said Rep. 
John Bradford, a Meck-
lenburg County Republi-

can who shepherded the 
legislation in the House. 
“The health care industry 
is fiercely competitive and 
rapidly changing.”

After an 86-26 House 
vote for passage, the bill 
now heads to the Senate.

The measure would 
permit Blue Cross, the 
state’s dominant insur-
ance provider, and Delta 
Dental to transfer money 
and other investments 
from its current hospital 
service companies into 
new shell companies run 
by the same executive 
leadership. Blue Cross 

could use those assets to 
purchase other compa-
nies to expand services, 
for example. The pro-
posed holding companies 
would remain fully taxed 
nonprofits.

But Causey, a Repub-
lican, said shifting assets 
could allow Blue Cross 
to circumvent a state law 
that limits its reserves and 
would eventually require 
the company to refund 
some of that money to 
its policyholders, which 
number over 4 million, or 
lower its rates.

Other bill opponents 

also said they’re worried 
that the change could con-
tribute to higher premi-
ums, especially for many 
lower-income people who 
rely on Blue Cross prod-
ucts.

“It’s a lot of North Car-
olinians that are impacted 
by this bill,” said Rep. Deb 
Butler, a New Hanover 
County Democrat, who 
urged more work on the 
measure. “And if we get 
this wrong, it’s going to be 
a disastrous situation.”

Blue Cross trustee 
board Chair Ned Curran 
told House members in 

a letter dated Wednesday 
that there was nothing in 
the measure that would 
increase premiums, and 
that Causey still has the 
authority to approve or 
deny premium rates.

Curran and Bradford 
also pointed to changes 
made to the original bill 
that could address con-
cerns by Causey’s Insur-
ance Department, the 
North Carolina Medical 
Society and others.

The bill “will improve 
the health and well-being 
of North Carolina and its 

Blue Cross reorganization bill approved by N. Carolina House
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