AP Chemistry Laboratory Write-up
I. LAB OR EXPERIMENT NAME—Be specific. Should give insight into the purpose of the experiment. 
II. NAME—include the names of your group members as well. Your name should go first. 
III. DATE OF EXPERIMENT—Date of actual experiment, not the day you turn in the lab report. 
VII. Abstract- 5 components: 

Background – Define important concepts, theories or laws being examined. 

Statement of purpose – What were you attempting to do in this lab? 

Summary of Procedure – What methods did you use to complete this investigation? This should be a summary, not a detailed procedure.

Summary of Results – What happened? Summarize observations and results of calculations and graphs. 

Significance of Findings – What important concepts or theories are reinforced by your results? What experimental errors or limitations might have negatively influenced your results? 

VIII. HYPOTHESIS- Should be a one sentence, if-then statement. The IF part is your question you hope to answer or how you will go about conducting your experiment. The THEN part is your educated guess about what the outcome of the experiment will be. 

Example: If we titrate a known amount of sodium oxalate with potassium permanganate solution, then we can find the concentration of the potassium permanganate solution. 

VI. EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE- If a reaction was conducted, include the balanced chemical equation before the experimental paragraph. Write the experimental procedure in your own words, exactly as your performed it. This includes apparatus setup. All procedures should be written in past tense and passive voice. For amounts of chemicals, the mass and moles of each reagent must be recorded (i.e. sodium chloride (5.00 g, 1.24 mol), was added to an Erlenmeyer flask…). For solutions, record the volume and concentration used. 
IX. EXPERIMENTAL DATA AND NOTES- All data should be included in a table. All data tables should include a title and labels for columns. This section also includes pictures and/or observations made during the experiment. 
X. GRAPHS OR CALCULATIONS- These are items that are done after the experiment when you have all of your data and observations. Make sure you have a proper title, labeling, units, and spacing when constructing a graph or chart. For calculations, all work must be shown. If calculations include dimensional analysis, “see supplemental information” will suffice for this section and the work should be labeled “Supplemental Information” and stapled to the back of the lab report. 
XI. CONCLUSION 
Part I: Validity of hypothesis statement. 



Part II: Detailed explanation of the results. 
                                       Part III: Explanation for any possible sources of error. 



Part IV: Ideas for ways to correct your errors




Part V. Ideas for expanding or furthering this experiment in terms of knowledge gained. 




Part VI. Postlab Questions and answers.
Part VII. Sources cited.  

