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BTS MEMBER JIN BEGINS
MILITARY DUTY AT THE 
FRONT-LINE BOOT CAMP
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THURSDAY NIGHT THUN-
FER: SRX ALL-STAR 
SERIES MOVES TO ESPN
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Wilks’ Panthers con-

trol playoff destiny 

with 4 games left
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GREENSBORO — Three 
children under the age of 5 
are dead and their mother 
was taken to a hospital after a 
house fire in North Carolina 
on Monday morning, author-
ities said.

Greensboro Deputy Fire 
Chief Dwayne Church says 
firefighters called to a home 
on Grimsley Street around 
8 a .m. lear ned that  there 
might  be chi ldren inside 
and found fire coming out of 
the windows and the front 
door, news outlets repor t-
ed. It took firefighters about 

five minutes of battling the 
blaze to reach the children, 
but Church said the children 
were dead. The mother was 
taken to a hospital and was in 
stable condition, he said.

Neighbors repor ted that 
there were seven kids living 
in the house at one point, 
but firefighters searched the 
home and did not find other
children, Church said.

The cause of the fire is 
under investigation and the 
children’s bodies will be sent 
to the medical examiner’s 
of fice.

3 kids under 5 dead 
after house fire
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RANDLEMAN — Nor thern Tool 

+ Equipment and Richard Petty have
launched a partnership and provided
a significant donation of profession-
al-grade tools to Petty’s alma mater,
Randleman High School.

The donation took place on Dec. 8 
with the help of Lincoln Electric and 
Ingersoll Rand. The donation is part of 
Northern Tool + Equipment’s Tools for 
the Trades program, which is dedicat-
ed to making tool donations to schools 
to ensure they can expand their trade 
learning options and show students 
the valuable option of working in the 
trades.

Petty said that the partnership with 
Northern Tool + Equipment is fueled 

by his enthusiasm for the trades, par-
ticularly welding.

“Most people know about my 
NASCAR career, but welding has been 
a passion of mine since a young age,” 
Petty said. “Arming myself with a trade 
served me well in my post-racing days 
and is still an important part of the 
work we do at Petty’s Garage. Through 
this partnership, I hope more students 
will find a passion for the trades.”

Petty joined Northern Tool + Equip-
ment CEO Suresh Krishna to present 
the tools and gift cards to students in 
automotive and metals classes.

Krishna said that the Tools for the 
Trades program began in 2021 to give 
instructors the tools to ef fectively 
teach the trades and ignite excitement 

and curiosity for the trades in students.
“We work with men and women in 

the trades every day. We know there is 
a skilled labor shortage. This program 
can help address the labor shortage,” 
Krishna said.

Together with Petty and Lincoln 
Electric, Northern Tool + Equipment’s 
Tools for the Trades program donat-
ed pallets full of tools that will help 
students in the school’s Career and 
Technical Education programs, includ-
ing a Lincoln Electric welder, Ingersoll 
Rand compressor and equipment rang-
ing from hand tools to inverters to air 
hoses.

For more information, contact Anna 
Torrez at northerntool@media-mine-
field.com or 612-351-8313.

Richard Petty, tool company 
donate tools to high school

Northern Tool + Equipment

Richard Petty autographs a piece of metal students use for welding practice.

BY COURIER-TRIBUNE STAFF
RAMSEUR — Preparations are under-

way for the inaugural Nehemiah Project 
food box distribution, set for Saturday, 
Dec. 17.

The event will  feature a drive-thr u, 
pre-packaged food box giveaway from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Jordan Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 1511 Main St., Ram-
seur. Each box will include a full-size fro-
zen turkey, complete with additional fix-
ings for a traditional Christmas meal. The 
group is prepared to provide meal boxes 
to the first 300 attendees.

The event is free and open to everyone. 
The church will be open for those who 
would like to come inside for prayer.

The Nehemiah Project is af filiated with 
various organizations, businesses and pri-
vate donors throughout the community 
but began as Pastor Sharon Watson Belk’s 
vision. A fellow church member in turn 
shared it with others, and the idea spread. 
Other churches were preparing for their 
yearly community-centered events, and 
one by one they decided to join forces 
with this initiative as they each felt more 
could be done together than alone.

Anyone interested in joining the move-
ment is asked to join them on Friday, 
Dec. 16, at 9 a.m. to pack the food boxes 
and on Saturday, Dec. 17, to help load 
boxes in vehicles.

Anyone who would like to contribute 
to this cause may make a donation in 
care of the Nehemiah Project, P.O. Box 
1005,  Ramseur,  NC 27316.  For more 
infor mat ion or  to  volunteer,  contact 
Holly Gray at 336-267-7501.

Nehemiah 
Project food 
box giveaway 
in Ramseur 

Dec. 17
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SILER CITY — Jordan-Mat-

thews  High  Schoo l ’ s  f i f th 
annual  student music com-
p e t i t i o n ,  w h e r e  t h e  a u d i -
ence picks the winners, will 
return in Februar y.

I n s t r u m e n t a l  a n d  v o c a l 
acts  from Chatham County 
and beyond wi l l  be select -
ed by audition to compete at 
the Sing and Play ’23 Show-
case on Thursday, Feb. 23,
in separate elementar y, mid-
dle and high school competi-

tions. The audience votes for 
the best per formance in each 
competit ion ,and each win-
ning act receives a $50 prize.

Winners of last year’s Sing 
a n d  P l a y  w e r e  J o j o  C h e n 
o f  Wo o d s  C h a r t e r  S c h o o l 
i n  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l
competi t ion,  Zachar y Kl in -
gel  of  Margaret  B.  Pol lard 
Middle  School  in  the mid-
dle school competition, and 
Buck and Maggie Thor nton 
of  Jordan-Matthews in  the 
high school competition. The 

showcase was hosted by Jor-
dan-Matthews musicians Wil-
son Ramos Meza and Litzy 
Garcia.

General admission for the 
showcase is  $5 per person 
a n d  i n c l u d e s  o n e  v o t e  i n 
each compet i t ion .  Al l  pro -
ceeds  f r om the  event  a r e 
used by the school to help 
i t s  s t u d e n t  a r t i s t s  e x c e l 
and reduce the cost to stu-
d e n t  a r t i s t s  t r a v e l i n g  o n 
JM’s annual New York Ar ts 
Adventure.

Jordan-Matthews, Siler City, 
student music competition


