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Louisiana-Lafayette uses 4
takeaways to beat App State 41-13
SPORTS, 1B

Weather

High 82° | Low 58°
Partly cloudy. 
Forecast, 7A

The U.S. will reopen its land borders to
nonessential travel next month, ending a
19-month freeze due to the COVID-19
pandemic as the country moves to re-
quire all international visitors to be vacci-
nated.

Vehicle, rail and ferry travel between
the U.S. and Canada and Mexico has been
largely restricted to essential travel, such
as trade, since the earliest days of the
pandemic. The new rules, announced
Wednesday, will allow fully vaccinated
foreign nationals to enter the U.S. regard-
less of the reason for travel starting in No-
vember, when a similar easing of restric-
tions is set to kick in for air travel into the
country. By mid-January, even essential
travelers seeking to enter the U.S., like
truck drivers, will need to be fully vacci-
nated.

Travelers welcome

U.S. Customs officers stand beside a sign saying that the U.S. border is closed at the Canada border in Lansdowne,
Ontario, on March 22. After more than a year of restrictions, the land borders are opening again starting in November.
LARS HAGBERG/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES/TNS

After 19-month freeze, US
plans to reopen land borders
in Nov. for fully vaccinated

Travelers entering the U.S. by vehicle, rail and ferry will be asked about their
vaccination status as part of the standard admissions process. WILSON RING/AP FILESee FULL STORY, page 5A

Being awarded Teacher of the Year
is a privilege to have earned on even
the most normal school years, though
the 2021 school year has been anything
but. Elementary teacher Katie Hus-
band sat down with the Courier-Tri-

bune to discuss her
award and school year
at large. 

The competition for
teacher of the year in-
cluded 4 other area
teachers as fi�nalists.
Husband was awarded
the honor in a small cer-

emony in late September. 
Q: What have been some of the

challenges to transitioning back to
in-person school for the 20-21 school
year?

A: The biggest challenge that any
teacher faces is the impact that COVID
has had on students' and teachers'
mental health and academic achieve-
ment. Teachers have had to complete-
ly rearrange their teaching pedagogy
to meet the needs of children. This
year we have the opportunity to focus
more on social and emotional well be-
ing for students, which is really help-
ing students bounce back from what
they have endured since 2019. Howev-
er, we are still working on the academ-
ic setback that it has caused and mak-
ing sure students are successful. We
will get there though, teachers and
students are resilient and no matter
what is thrown at us, we always over-
come it.

Q: What inspires you to teach?
What are some moments this year
that you can share that make the ef-
fort put into your process worth it?

A: Teaching is the most rewarding
career that anyone could ever have.
You are there for the good days and the
bad days. You shape children’s minds
and their outlook on life. The most re-
warding moment this year for me per-
sonally, is the opportunity to work in
an inclusive environment and seeing a
child who used to be in a self-con-
tained classroom be able to write their
name successfully and transition
across the school environment. The 

‘It’s my
passion’ 

See HUSBAND, Page 2A

Q&A with Randolph
County Teacher of the
Year Katie Husband

Gavin Vincent
Asheboro Courier-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

Husband

In 14 years, Battalion Chief Phillip
Puckett has been on plenty of childbirth
calls but never one where fi�refi�ghters
actually ended up delivering a baby,
that is until last week.

“You watch videos and you talk
about it, but as far as the real-world
scenario, it’s a whole lot diff�erent than
watching the video,” Puckett said.
“There’s a whole lot more going on.”

The childbirth call came in on Friday,

Oct. 8, and crews from the Guil-Rand
Fire Department answered like they al-
ways do. On the way, Puckett said, a
second dispatch came in saying this
mother's labor had gone past contrac-
tions.

“The baby was crowning,” Puckett
said.

A neighbor was helping the mother,
and the baby boy was most of the way
into the world when Engine 391 arrived
with fi�refi�ghters Nick Byrd, Cody Stone,
Garrett Lewis and Justin McCall.

Byrd and Phillip Larimore with Ran-
dolph County EMS helped mother and

baby fi�nish the job and cut the umbilical
cord.

Of course, Puckett was obliged to re-
spect the family’s privacy, but said and
both patients were healthy and safe
when his crew fi�nis, if not where they
might have expected to be in that mo-
ment.

“We just did what we were trained to
do, and when it got done with, we had a
healthy baby boy.”

Isaac Groves is the Alamance County
government watchdog reporter for the
Times-News and the USA Today Net-
work. Call or text 919-998-8039 with
tips and comments or follow him on
Twitter @TNIGroves.

From fi�ghting fi�res to delivering babies 
Guil-Rand fi�refi�ghters go above and beyond for local mom

Isaac Groves
The Courier-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

(L-R) Firefi�ghters Cody Stone, Justin
McCall, Nick Byrd and Garrett Lewis.
GUIL-RAND FIRE DEPARTMENT
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Fame Annual Fly-InFame Annual Fly-In

NC Aviation
Museum & Hall of
Fame Annual Fly-In
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Sat, Oct 16th, 9am-4pm
2222PilotsViewRd.,Asheboro • P:336-625-0170

Admission: $10, per person; ages 10 & under, FREE; WWII &
Korean Veterans, FREE; ASK us about Veteran discounts!Korean Veterans, FFeterans, F

HeartofNorthCarolina.com
800-626-2672
#theHeartofNC

about Veteran discou
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Come See the

US Army Parachute
Demonstration Team

TheGolden
Knights

An article on Yahoo posted late last
week ranked Seagrove as one of the 12
best small towns in North Carolina.

The listing included towns with a
population of 10,000 or less. Joining
Seagrove on the list were Bryson City,
Edenton, Blowing Rock, Manteo, Syl-
va, Hillsborough, Washington, High-
lands, Pittsboro, Banner Elk and
Mount Airy. The cities were not
ranked within the list.

Seagrove made the cut by being "a
rural paradise for pottery lovers," the
article said.

"The tiny community of Seagrove
is the beating heart of North Caroli-
na's pottery tradition. Set in the pret-
ty countryside and Uwharrie foothills
are dozens (more than 100, by some
counts) of ceramics shops and stu-
dios, many of them with working pot-
ters at the wheel," the story con-
tinued.

Seagrove Mayor David Fernandez
commented on the story Monday,
stating, "We’re honored and excited.
Seagrove is the pottery capital of the
U.S. and our reputation expands even
internationally."

When asked about what's ahead
for Seagrove, Fernandez said “We’re
working very hard on renovating the
Lucks Cannery Seagrove Pottery and

restoring an old historic building.
We’ve completed phase one and held
our elected offi�cials picnic there last
Tuesday.”

To view the full list of North Caroli-
na's best small towns, visit
yahoo.com/now/
12-best-small-towns-
north-222322416.html.

Elizabeth Pattman is the trending
topics reporter for the Times-News in
Burlington, covering business, CO-
VID-19 and all things trending. Contact
Elizabeth (she/her) at epattman@gan-
nett.com. I'm also available on social
media @EPattmanTN on Twitter or
@burlingtontimesnews on Instagram.

Kate Waltman (left) and business partner Erin Younge are two of fi�ve Randolph
County artists to receive Artists Support Grants from ArtsGreensboro and The
Arts Council of Winston-Salem and Forsyth County to improve two separate art
studios in Seagrove. In the photo, they are pictured outside one of the studios -
The Triangle Studio - in which they are partners. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Seagrove ranked among
best NC small towns
Elizabeth Pattman
Asheboro Courier-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK
When asked about what's

ahead for Seagrove,
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Cannery Seagrove Pottery

and restoring an old historic

building. We’ve completed

phase one and held our

elected officials picnic

there last Tuesday.”

kids' smiles and their moments of suc-
cess take every inch of worry or doubt
away.

Q: Tell us about your career so far.
What made you decide to become a
teacher?

A: This is my seventh year of teach-
ing and my sixth year in RCSS. I have
always wanted to be a teacher and
loved to play teacher when I was in kin-
dergarten with my little brother. As I got
older I realized that the profession’s
salary is not ideal for the work and ef-
fort that teachers put in. It was then I
decided to pursue a career in account-
ing. However, that was short-lived and
I returned to college at Pfeiff�er Univer-
sity to obtain my degree in Elementary
Education. Shortly after, I attended
Liberty University to obtain my mas-
ters in curriculum in special education
and I am currently attending Gardner
Webb University for my administration
license. My hope is to one day become a
principal so I can impact educators and
students to be the best they can be.

Q: What does being awarded
Teacher of the Year signify for you?

A: Honestly, I never expected it. I
don’t do the job I do for an award. I do it

because it is my passion and I love it.
There has never been a day I dreaded
coming to work. However, I am very
grateful that my hard work doesn’t go
unnoticed and I am humbled by the op-
portunity to represent the wonderful
things that happen at RCSS. 

Q: Has Covid-19 and its variant(s)
changed anything for you in the way
you approach engaging students?
Has it changed how you teach?

A: COVID has changed everything
about the way I teach. It has been the
most challenging obstacle in my career
thus far. It has also pushed me and
helped me grow as an educator. I have
had the opportunity to teach hybrid
and my knowledge in technology has
grown leaps and bounds. But most of
all, it has taught me how important it is
to build relationships with families and
my students. We have had to lean on
each other through this time and work
together as a team. As far as engaging
students, I have always tried to engage
my students in rigorous lessons. Now I
just get the opportunity to be a Google
meet star as well.

Gavin Vincent is a storytelling and
content coach with a passion for the
news and social issues. Feel free to
reach out regarding stories or tips to
gvincent@gannett.com.

Husband
Continued from Page 1A

Powerball

Drawings occur on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Saturdays. These are
Monday's winning numbers: 

11-20-33-39-65 
Powerball: 24; Power Play: 3

Mega Millions

Drawings occur on Tuesdays and
Fridays. These are Tuesday's winning

numbers:
21-26-56-61-65 
Mega Ball: 4; Megaplier: 3

N.C. Education Lottery

Wednesday Midday Pick 3: 5-7-3 
Tuesday Evening Pick 3: 8-1-0 
Wednesday Midday Pick 4: 7-3-8-6 
Tuesday Evening Pick 4: 0-9-7-9 
Tuesday Carolina Cash 5: 10-21-22-

30-41 
Tuesday Cash 5 Double Play Draw:

3-6-19-32-42

NC LOTTERY

WASHINGTON – For the fi�rst time,
the Food and Drug Administration on
Tuesday authorized an electronic ciga-
rette, saying R.J. Reynolds’ vaping de-
vice can help smokers cut back on con-
ventional cigarettes.

E-cigarettes have been sold in the
U.S. for more than a decade with mini-
mal government oversight or research.
Facing a court deadline, the FDA con-
ducted a review of vaping products to
determine if any should be allowed to re-
main on the market.

The agency said in September it had
rejected applications for more than a
million e-cigarettes and related prod-
ucts, mainly due to their potential ap-
peal to underage teens. But regulators
delayed making decisions on most of the
major vaping companies, including mar-
ket leader Juul, which is still pending.

Tuesday’s decision only applies to
Vuse’s Solo e-cigarette and its tobacco-
fl�avored nicotine cartridges. The agency
said data from the company showed the
e-cigarette helped smokers signifi�cantly
reduce their use of cigarettes.

While the products can now be legally
sold in the U.S., the FDA stressed they
are neither safe nor “FDA approved,” and
that people who don’t smoke shouldn’t
use them.

Launched in 2013, Vuse Solo is a re-
chargeable metallic device that is
shaped like a traditional cigarette. The
FDA said it rejected 10 other requests
from the company for other fl�avored
products, but did not disclose details.
The agency is still reviewing the compa-
ny’s request to sell a menthol-fl�avored
nicotine formula.

“Today’s authorizations are an im-
portant step toward ensuring all new to-
bacco products undergo the FDA’s ro-
bust, scientifi�c premarket evaluation,”
said Mitch Zeller, director of the FDA’s
tobacco center, in a statement.

“The manufacturer’s data demon-
strates its tobacco-fl�avored products
could benefi�t addicted adult smokers
who switch to these products – either
completely or with a signifi�cant reduc-
tion in cigarette consumption.” 

E-cigarettes fi�rst appeared in the U.S.
about 2007 with the promise of provid-
ing smokers with a less harmful alterna-
tive to smoking traditional tobacco ciga-
rettes. The devices heat a nicotine solu-
tion in a vapor that’s inhaled. But there
has been little rigorous study on e-ciga-
rettes’ ability to help smokers quit. Ef-
forts by the FDA to begin vetting vaping
products and their claims were repeat-
edly slowed by industry lobbying and
competing political interests.

In recent years, the vaping market
grew to include hundreds of companies
selling an array of devices and nicotine
solutions in various fl�avors and
strengths. But the vast majority of the
market is controlled by a few companies
including Juul Labs, which is partially
owned by Altria, and Vuse. 

To stay on the market, companies
must show that their products benefi�t
public health. In practice, that means
proving that adult smokers who use the
products are likely to quit or reduce their
smoking, while teens are unlikely to get
hooked on them. 

The FDA declared underage vaping
an “epidemic” in 2018 and has taken a
series of measures aimed at the small
cartridge-based devices that fi�rst
sparked the problem. 

FDA OKs fi�rst e-cigarette,
cites benefi�t for smokers
Matthew Perrone
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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