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The Mission of St. Jobhn Paul II Catholic High School

Inspired by our patron, St. John Paul II Catholic High School develops students in
spirit, mind, and body through a Christ-centered, college preparatory education. As a
welcoming community of faith, we encourage, challenge, and support our students to learn
enthusiastically, lead honorably, and live responsibly so they will improve themselves and
society through their faith and vocation.

St. John Paul II Catholic High School Diocese of Birmingham
Administration Most Reverend Steven J. Raica, J.C.D.
Bishop of Birmingham in Alabama
PRESIDENT
Sister Tonette Sperando, OSB Mrs. Margaret Dubose, Superintendent,
Catholic Schools Office
HEADMASTER
Jeremiah Russell, Ph.D.
JPII Board of Trustees

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Mr. P. Lane Hill Very Rev. Bryan Lowe, Co-chair

Ms. Virginia Leahy, Co-chair

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR Mr. Bill Boehme
Mr. Matthew McManus Mrs. Nina Damian
Mrs. Gayle Gilley
CAMPUS MINISTER Dr. Jason Greene
Ms. Ashley Arominski Mrs. Michelle Jordan

Mr. Paul Tygielski
Mrs. Sharon White
Dr. Mary Ruth Yates
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A Letter from our Headmaster

St. John Paul II Catholic High School continues to earn its recognition as the highest rated Catholic
high school in the state of Alabama and among the highest rated private high schools. Our students are
richly formed in our Catholic faith through our curriculum and vibrant campus ministry; our academic
program continues to exceed state and national benchmarks; and our fine arts and athletic programs
consistently excel in area and state competitions.

Our accolades and continued success are possible because of the charity and sacrifice of you and so
many in our JPII family. This unwavering support has been our bedrock for over a quarter century.
With your tremendous support, we continue to fulfill our mission of developing “young people in spirit,
mind, and body.” Within the pages of this Annual Report, 2023-2024, you will see the great support

of our benefactors and the stewardship of our school in using those funds to enhance the educational
experience of our students in all four of our pillars—Spirituality, Academics, Arts, and Athletics.

On behalf of the Diocese of Birmingham, the Board of Trustees, our faculty and staff, and all of the
students we serve, | want to thank our area priests and parishes, our partner schools, the Benefactors
Society, the Parents Association, the Falcon Booster Club, our alumni, and others listed in this
report who have supported our school this past academic year. I would also like to give a special
acknowledgment to Sr. Tonette Sperando, who served our school during the period of this annual
report.

[ am confident that, through our Lord’s blessing, our patron’s intercession, and your continued support,
we will ever continue to form the students whom God has entrusted to us in our Christ-given and

Church-sanctioned mission of teaching students to “learn enthusiastically, lead honorably, and live
responsibly.”

In Christ,

[

Jeremiah Russell, Ph.D.

Front of the JPII building Winter Sports Awards - Varsity Girls Basketball



St. John Paul II Catholic High School
State of the School
2023-2024

INTRODUCTION
We are pleased to share highlights of the 2023-2024 school year with you. Our dedication to our Catholic faith is

the foundation of St. John Paul II Catholic High School. It guides all of the work we do through the Four Pillars of
Spirituality, Academics, Arts, and Athletics.

SPIRITUALITY

St. John Paul II Catholic High School encourages spiritual growth through the Gospel message, community, worship,
and service. Through the Pillar of Spirituality, we invite students to deepen their faith, rooted in the way of Christ and
the Catholic tradition.

Our Campus Ministry program, led by our full-time Campus Minister, provides
opportunities for our students to Pray, Grow, and Serve.

PRAY
School-Wide Mass: We come together as a school every week for Mass.

Sports Masses: Every sports team at JPII has a special Mass once a season.

Confession: Students are given the opportunity to go to confession during our [
Advent and Lenten Penance Services. In addition, we offer confessions during The Knights of Columbus Silver Rose Procession at JPI
lunchtime once a month.

Adoration: Monthly in the Theology classes, students spend time in the chapel praying and reflecting in the presence of
The Blessed Sacrament. In addition, we offer adoration once a month during lunchtime.

GROW

Theology Classes: A four-year religion curriculum is a requirement for graduation.

Faith Clubs: JPII offers multiple Faith Clubs for our students to participate in.
They include Pro-Life, Catholic Relief Services, Fellowship of Christian Athletes,

Retreat Team, Broken and Shared Mass Choir, Liturgy Alive, and Men’s and
Women’s Groups.

Retreats: Every grade level has their own off-campus day-long retreat. The JPII
Retreat Team, led by the Campus Minister, works diligently to plan and execute
retreats that are fun and faith-filled while learning ways to be servant leaders. Mass with Bishop Raica

SERVE

All JPII students are required to complete at least 100 hours of community service in order to graduate. The Class of
2024 provided 8,800 hours of service during their four years at JPII. We help all JPII students complete the service hours
by sharing volunteer opportunities available in our community, as well as organized Service Days and Service Saturdays.

Service Days: JPII has two service days a year during the school day. Students are placed in service groups which go out
to various non-profit organizations to serve for the day.

Service Saturdays: JPII offers six Service Saturdays a year where we organize a service opportunity for our students to
participate.



ACADEMICS

St. John Paul II Catholic High School distinguishes itself as a Christ-centered, college-preparatory high school. Designed
to motivate and challenge all students, the academic program is driven by the highest possible learning expectations of
students.

Some of our academic strengths include:

* 12:1 student-to-faculty ratio

¢ Nine Advanced Placement (AP) courses

e Ten Honors Courses

* 100% college acceptance, including military academies.

* More than $10.3 million in merit scholarships awarded to the Class of 2024
(78 Students).

e One National Merit Commended Scholar

* Two College Board National Hispanic Recognition Program Scholars

* Class of 2024 composite ACT score of 24.5 (National Average is 19.8; State
Average is 18)

* 50 Inductees to the Georg von Tiesenhausen National Honor Society

* Ranked #1 Catholic High School out of 8 in Alabama (Niche.com).

* Ranked #5 Private High School out of 126 in Alabama (Niche.com). Top Ten - Class of 2024

ARTS

St. John Paul II Catholic High School has strong student participation in the arts program. Three major arts concerts are
performed each year as well as multiple theatrical productions.

Participation in the Band fosters discipline, collaboration, teamwork, responsibility, and an appreciation for fine music.
Band exposes students to a wide range of musical styles and performance platforms. Ensembles include the concert band,

pep/marching bands, and jazz band.

. TR DI Falcon Marching Band:

' 7//}/ : 1//// * Superior Rating in all categories: Drum Major, Dance Line, Color Guard,

B Dercussion, and Band at the Bobcat Marching Invitational

g . Superior Drum Major, Dance Line, Color Guard, and Excellent Percussion

| and Band at the Hoover Marching Band Invitational

| * First Place Drum Major, Auxiliary Line, and Second Place Band at the

Patricia Hailey Battle of the Bands Fight Against Cancer

e 11 JPII students were selected to participate in the North Alabama Private

School Band Organization Honor Band.

* One student made the District Honor Band and All-State Red Band.

* Superior Rating for Concert Band at the Music Proficiency Assessment (MPA) for the year

e JPII Falcon Marching Band was invited and marched at Universal Studios in Orlando, Florida, receiving four Superior
Ratings for Solo performances and one for a Duet.

* Two Collegiate Band Member Scholarships: Mississippi State University and University of Alabama at Birmingham

JPII Falcon Marching Band

The Choral Music program affords each student the opportunity to realize the importance of music as an art form in
our present world. The courses offered help students develop, their performance and listening skills, as well as their self-
confidence and self-direction.

The award-winning Falcon Theatre program strives to give students a creative outlet in which to grow and showcase their
God-given talents. There are multiple opportunities available each year to participate onstage, backstage, or both.



The department produces a fall play, spring musical, a Broadway revue, and the school talent show each year.
Each year, Drama students participate in the Trumbauer Theatre Festival and the Alabama Thespian Festival.

State Trumbauer 2024 Results:
e Superior and First Place - Varsity Dramatic Classical Monologue
* Excellent - Intermediate Solo Musical Dramatic
* Superior - Varsity Solo Musical Dramatic
* Superior and Second Place - Varsity Solo Musical Dramatic
* Superior - Novice Makeup Design
* Superior and Second Place - Varsity Makeup Design
* Excellent - Soundscapes Studio Performance
* Two JPII students were named to the Studio Performance All-Star Cast

State Trumbauer

The Visual Arts program strives to inspire imagination and creativity in a God-centered atmosphere. The program provides
a comprehensive curriculum that emphasizes mastery of the techniques, principles, and elements of art. Students explore a
variety of mediums with a heavy focus on drawing, mixed media, and painting, allowing them to build strong foundational
skills while encouraging personal expression and experimentation. Through hands-on projects, critiques, and portfolio
development, students learn to communicate visually and think critically about their creative process. Advanced courses
like AP Art challenge students to develop unique artistic voices, refine technical abilities, and create cohesive bodies of work
that can be submitted for college applications or AP exams. The department is committed to cultivating an appreciation for
the arts, celebrating diversity in expression, and preparing students for future success in artistic pursuit.

ATHLETICS

St. John Paul II Catholic High School offers a wide range of sports and athletic training to its students. The school
distinguishes itself as a viable competitor at the local, state, and national levels. JPII is faithfully committed to teaching
sportsmanship and athletic skills that enrich the lives of our students.

Some of our athletic highlights during the 2023-2024 academic year include:

* Almost 75% of our students participate in at least one sport each year.

* Cross Country teams finished 2nd (boys) and 3rd (girls) at the Sectional meet while finishing 13th (girls) and 9th
(boys) out of 24 at the state meet, running in the 6A classification.

* Swim & Dive had ten student-athletes qualify for the State Meet with one diver finishing 1st in the 1A-5A
classification diving competition.

* Boys Soccer won their area tournament and advanced to the Elite Eight of the State tournament.

* Girls' Tennis team finished 2nd in the Sectional tournament and advanced to the State tournament.

* Girls’ Basketball won their area tournament for the second year in a row.

* Outdoor Track and Field achieved school records in girl’s long jump, boy’s shot put, and boy’s 1600m race.

* Outdoor Track and Field produced a State champion in pole vault.

* Indoor Track and Field earned a school record in pole vault.

* 'The Wrestling team won Sectionals for the first time in school history and finished in 3rd place in the State Dual
Meet.

* Wrestling had five boys place in the State meet, including one 1st place finisher.

* Five student-athletes signed to compete at the collegiate level.

* Hired the school’s first full-time Head Strength & Conditioning Coach.

s B0

Varsity Boys Soccer Area Champions

5 Team Mass in the Chapel



St. Jobn Paul Il Catholic High School

Financial Activities

2023-2024
Annual Giving Comfigu:m for Total Income and Support
ebt
$3571<%058 $298,638 $5,201,204
6%
Other Program
Revenue
$698,581
13%
Tuition & Fees
$3,852,927
74%
Financial Aid Generaland Total Expenses
Admi
Debt Payments $300,935 mn $4 863 735
$360,743 6% $171,585 OB
: i
0
Operations
(excludes
depreciation)
$440,273
0,
7% Salaries and
Benefits
$2,985,065
Program Expenses 61%
$605,135
13%

Outstanding Debt
$2,000,000  $1.861.758

$1,800,000
$1,600,000 $1,523,257
1,400,
o
$1,000,000 $846.254
$800,000
$600,000 $507,752
$400,000 $ 184229
$200’00$0 526,648 $0 $0 S0

6/30/2020 6/30/2021 6/30/2022 6/30/2023 6/30/2024

B Short Term Diocese Loan M Construction Loan




$100,000+

Fiorentino, William (3

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

$50,000 - $99,999
Good Shepherd Catholic Church

$25,000 - $49,999
Holy Spirit Catholic Church

Th e Cardinal Foundation

$5,000 - $24,999
Alabama High School Athletic Association

Anonymous

Archuleta, Daniel and Nancy 5
Arominski, Edward

Chambers Bottling Co, LLC
Chapuran, Frank and Carol
Johnson, John "Andy" and Jacqueline
JPII Parent Association

Klus, William and Claudia
Leahy, Virginia Q §

Morgan, Bernard and Nancy
Ross, Donald and Sherri

Smith, Henry and Nancy
Sportsmed Orthopaedic Specialists

$1,000 - $4,999
4 Seasons Heating and Cooling

Aecrospace Industries Association

Boyer, Stephen and Suzanne (8

Carey, Ann

Case, Carl and Marianne

Castillo, Jasper and Kristine 8

Ciciarelli, Paul * and Nancy

COLSA Corporation

Diocese of Birmingham in Alabama

Escorpizo, Raymond and Kelly

Finzel, Peter [}

Fitzgerald, John

Garcia, Danny §8

Geiger, Eric and Jennifer *

Gilley, Scott and Gayle Q

Glosemeyer, Paul and Mary Lou

GLS Supply

Groark, Sean and Julie 8

Hendrix, Chuck and Theresa

Hession, Alice I.

Hession, Anne M.

Hlad, Kenneth and Georgia

Knights Of Columbus St. John's Council
#10232

Koelbl, Terry and Mary Beth

2023-2024 JPII Donors

Kreps, Rodney and Debra 8

Kummer, Fred and Lizette

Kusek, Stephen and Diane 8

Lashley, Anthony and Betsy

LockTec, Inc.

Long, Roy

Loomis, Jay and Veronica

Lowe, Kevin and Angela

Manlove, Edward and Judith 8

Mathews, Brian N.

McKinley, David and Anne

Mckinney, Alvin and Rebecca

Meikus, Kathleen (8

Mullins, Brian

Myers, Jay and Caroline 3

National Space Club

Navigator International

Nicolle, Noel and Tamara

Nobbley, Michael and Geraldine

Northwestern Mutual Foundation

Ofenloch, John p

O'Halloran, Michael and Cathryn

O'Reilly, George and Barbara 8

Ortega, Marco and Mercedes

Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Parish

Owens Custom Homes, LLC

Patin, Max and Bourque, Pamela 3

Patterson, Sharon and Albert

Petroff, Ralph and Sammon, Peggy

Pittman, Joseph and Gay *

Plott, Charles and Rebecca *

Pruneski, James C.

Publix

Redstone Federal Credit Union

Reitmeier, Paul and Stephanie

Richardson, Richard and Janet

Richmond, Stephen and Antonia

Rivard, Ernest and Ann

Rivenburgh, John and Diane

Rocket City Pies, LLC / DBA Mellow
Mushroom

Roth, Jeffrey and Wilma (3

Rye, Donny and Karen

Santy, Michael and Cynthia

Serocki, Joseph and Jacqueline

Shergy, William and Donna

Shutterfly

Simmons, John and Teresa

St. Joseph Catholic Church

St. Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church

Stephens, Robert and Teresa

Sturgis, Christopher and Melanie

Sturgis, Nancy

Tetzlaff, Robert and Kathleen 8

5

The MEVATEC Foundation
Theodoss, Kay

Tuder, Jack and Irma [}
Tygielski, Paul Q and Cindy 8
Umstaedter, William B.
Wandler, George and Susan
Werling, Ralph and Anne
Wessling, Francis

White, Richard and Sharon Q 8
Whiteoak Transport

Wieter, Kent and Sharon *
Wilcox, Jackalyn (8

Wilson, Walter * 8

Wright, John and Tammy $
Yates, Mary Ruth W. Q §8

Yee, David and Tania 8
YourCause, LLC Trustee for Boeing
Zierdt, John and Regina

$999 and less

A.G.D. Insurance

Adam, Richard and Constance
Adams, Mari *

Allen, Alexander and Holly *
Amazon

Anderson, Bruce and Mary Ann
Anderson, Lorraine *
Andrzejewski, Paul and Eileen *
AOGF

Arominski, Ashley *

Baird, Robert and Louise

Ball, Errol and Charlotte
Barnes, Roger and Suzanne
Bataille, Emile Pierre

Bechen, Bradley and Kathleen
Bellofatto, Vincent * and Brooke
Benzek, Diane *

Bradley, Ryan and Tina
Brenner, Cameron and Deborah *
Brown, Christian and Paige
Brown, Maria

Butler, David and Elizabeth
Caissie, Mary Ann

Campbell, William A

Caruso, Salvadore and Patsy
Cecil, Stephen and Connie
Chandler, Michael and Mary
Chandler, Michael and Stephanie
Chase Commercial Real Estate
Churchey, Tony and Janice
Citrano, Sam J. Jr.

Cobb, William and Lori *
Counts, Michael and Donna



Cummings, Lee

Custodio, David and Jeannette

Dabrowski, Zosia

De Cuir Machine, Inc

DeCuir, Suzanne

Dennis Uniform

Dixson, Paul and Frankie 8

Dodds, Matthew and Jane *

Doktor, Christopher and Holly

Dull, Andrew and Andrea

Dunagan, Yates and Alison Plastic Surgery

Center

Ehemann, Raymond and Megan *

Elliott, Karen

Elwood, Donald and Cynthia

Estremera, Benjamin Daniel A

Family Security Credit Union

Felder, Fred and Pixie

Fennimore, Harold and Summerlin, Lorraine

Ferrara, Seth J.

Finzel, Brian * and Tara Jane

First National Bank

Fitzsimmons, Joseph

Flint River Animal Hospital

Folk, Daniel and Jane 8

Gautreaux, Richard and Niria

Gautreaux, Richard and Jennifer

Glosemeyer, Anna Terese A

Gordon, Jerome and Janet

Graves, Jackson »

Grimes, Nathan

Gum, Gregory

Hagood, Glenn * and Paige

Hecker, William and Terry

Helms, Garry

Herrera, Clotilde

Hession, Paul C.

Heyland, William and Christina

Hill, Lane * and Lynn

Hilpert, Th anas *

Hix, Leta *

Hodgson, Richard and Mariangela

Hoekenschnieder, John Michael »

Holy Spirit Catholic Church Ladies
Auxiliary #764

Holy Spirit Regional Catholic School

Huntsville Hospital

Jean, Frank and Cynthia

Jedlovec, Dylan ~ *

Jodon, Jason and Catherine

Joly, Alfred and Ava

Jones, Zachary * and Jessica

Jordan, Clayton and Michelle Q

JPII National Honor Society

2023-2024 JPII Donors

King Solutions Inc

Koch, Marlene

Koshut, Thomas and Erin
Kozlowski, Antoni and Hanna
Kroger

Lamy, Michael and Helen
Laurel, Jacob #

Lavoie, Anthony and Andrea
Lawlers BBQ

LeChien, Eugene and Kimberly *
Lee, Jon and Carol

Mantler, Milton and Martha
Martin, Ricky * and Michelle
Matras, Catherine Burchard
McDowell, Richard ]

McManus, Matthew * and Marykate
Menz, Richard and Judith
Merring, Michael and Amanda *
Miller, John and Margaret
Monken, Edward and Helen
Mruz, Michael and Theresa
Muenstermann, Kenneth * and Sheri
Neil, Courtney *

Nicholls, Robbie and Lindsay *
Nishikawa, Kenichi and Sanchez, Rosa
Nunez, Carlos and Elizabeth
O'Connor, Suzanne M.

Olin, Mark and Laura
Olszewski, Mark and Diane *
Osborne, Fred and Dolores
Owens, Rob and Erin

Patterson, Ben and Sarah
Roadman, Michael

Robichaux, Charles » and Marie
Roddy, Michael A. III

Roques, Andre

Russell, Jeremiah * and Ashleigh
Sasser, Matthew *

Schaefer, Susanne *

Schmidt, Coletta

Schneider, William and Marie »
Schovel, Michael and Denise *
Scull, Jonathan and Catharine *
Sessions, Rev. Daniel

Shea, Paul and Caroline

Shih, Cornelius and Angela
Smathers, Margaret A.

Smith, Christopher and Gorbandt-Smith,

Monica
Smith, Charles and Margarete *
Smith, Richard
Soprano, Martin and Robin {3
Spazzarini, Robert and Joanna
Stein, Bernard and Lynn

8

Stevenson, Blake and Julie Ann #
Tumminello, Sam and Pat
Tygielski, Stephen »

Valella, Vito

Walker, Cole and Ashley
Walker, Michael and Desiree
Weinzierl, William and Peggy
Wenker, Jerry and Mary

Wertz, Robert and Marianne
Whetstone, Colby and Michelle *
Williams, John and Claire
Wright, Kenneth and Peggy
Yellowhammer Roofing

Zibas, Walter and Carolyn

* = JPII Employee

B = Benefactor

A = Alumnus/a

Q) = Board of Trustees

We take great care in maintaining accurate
records of the donations we receive. We
apologize for any oversights. If your name is
omitted from this list or if the information
is incorrect, please let us know by contacting
Jennifer Geist, Advancement Director, at
jgeist@jp2falcons.org or 256-430-1760,

ext. 108.

Hall of Faith



Make a Lasting Impact

Your involvement—whether Supporting St. John Paul II Catholic
through donations, volunteer High School is a meaningful and
work, or advocacy—has had impactful way to make a difference in
a profound impact on our the lives of students and our school
community and the future of community.

St. John Paul IT Catholic High

School.

Explore how you can contribute or
get involved!

é Instilling Catholicity
't

Providing tuition assistance

Upgrading security

JPII Website

Maintaining and improving facilities

f © X O

www.facebook.com/JP2Falcons

Closing the Operational Gap

www.instagram.com/jpiifalcons
www.x.com/jplIfalcons

Enriching athletics and fine arts
www.youtube.com/@jpiicatholichighschoolhsv-6019

Providing professional development

T4 @



JPIT
Quick Facts

3 63 Total Enrollment
2 4. 5 Average ACT

1 2 by 1 Student Teacher Ratio

_l 5, 5 Average Class Size
4 1 % Ethnic Diversity

9 AP Course Offerings

3 . 85 Average AP Score

2024

<NICHE>
BEST

SCHOOLS

Margaret Dubose, Superintendent of Catholic Schools, with Samantha Alice
Brix, Class of 2024 Bishop’s Trophy winner

Cost to Educate
per student (2023-2024)

$13,900 Cost to Educate
$10,400 Cost of Tuition
$3,500  Shortfall*

*Falcon Fund and Tuition Assistance Fund
contributions offset per student shortfall.

¥ WE ARE FALCONS

CLASS

2 0 2 4

8,832 1

National Merit
Commended

Scholar
Na’rio%N_‘heriT 2 1 %

SRce e ACT Seore 30+
Scholars

Community Service Hours

Colle e
A’rhle’res

GRADUATES CO"E@JE 2

$10.3

Merit-Based
Scholarship Offers

Marching Band Military Academy
Student Appointments

10
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Learn Enthusiastically,
Lead Honorably,

and

Live Responsibly!

St. John Paul IT Catholic High School

00
Old Madison Pike NW, Huntsville, Alabama, 35806 | Phone: 256.430.1760 | Fax: 256.430.1

www.jp2falcons.or



