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DISTRICT: 
Safe Return to In-Person Instruction 
and Continuity of Services Plan 

The Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief 3.0 (ESSER 3.0) Fund under the American 
Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2, 
enacted on March 11, 2021. ARPA ESSER Funding 
provides a total of nearly $122 billion to states 
and local educational agencies (LEAs) to help 
safely reopen and sustain the safe operation 
of schools and address the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic on the nation’s students. 
In addition to ARP ESSER Funding, ARP includes 
$3 billion for special education, $850 million 
for the Outlying Areas, $2.75 billion to support 
non-public schools, and additional funding for 
homeless children and youth, Tribal educational 
agencies, Native Hawaiians, and Alaska Natives. 

LEAs must develop and make publicly available a 
Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity 
of Services Plan that meets the following 
requirements within 30 days of receiving ARP 
ESSER allocation. If an LEA developed a plan 
before ARP was enacted that does not address 
the requirements, the LEA must revise its plan no 
later than six months after it last reviewed its plan. 
All plans must be developed with meaningful 
public consultation with stakeholder groups (i.e., 

families, students, teachers, principals, school 
and district administrators, school leaders, other 
educators, school staff, advocacy organizations 
representing student groups). The consultation 
process must include an opportunity for input and 
meaning consideration of that input. ARP ESSER 
plans to be in an understandable and uniform 
format; to the extent practicable, written in a 
language that parents can understand or, if not 
practicable, orally translated; and upon request 
by a parent who is an individual with a disability, 
provided in an alternative format accessible 
to that parent. All plans must be made publicly 
available on the LEA’s website and published 
on the Tennessee Department of Education’s 
(department) website within thirty (30) days. 

Please note that LEAs need to update the Safe 
Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of 
Services Plan at least every six months through 
September 30, 2023, and must seek public input 
on the plan and any revisions, and must take such 
input into account. All revisions must include an 
explanation and rationale of why the revisions 
were made. 
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Consultation with Stakeholders 

1 Describe how the LEA will, in planning for the use of ARP ESSER funds, engage in meaningful 
consultation with stakeholders, including, but not limited to: 

i. students; 
ii. families; 
iii. school and district administrators (including special education administrators); and 
iv. teachers, principals, school leaders, other educators, school staff, and their unions.  
v. tribes;  
vi. civil rights organizations (including disability rights organizations); and 
vii. stakeholders representing the interests of children with disabilities, English learners, children 

experiencing homelessness, children and youth in foster care, migratory students, children who are 
incarcerated, and other underserved students. 

2 Provide an overview of how the public stakeholder input was considered in the development of 
the LEA’s plan for ARP ESSER funds. 

3 How did the LEA compile feedback during the open comment period for the ARP Plan? 

4 How was the input considered during the open comment period time? 
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Safe Return to In-Person Instruction 
Describe to the extent to which the LEA has adopted policies and a description of any such 
policies on each of the following health and safety strategies: 

• universal and correct wearing of masks; 
• physical distancing (e.g., use of cohorts/podding); 
• hand washing and respiratory etiquette; 
• cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, 
• including improving ventilation; 
• contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine; 
• diagnostic and screening testing; 
• efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and students, if eligible; and 
• appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and safety policies. 

Continuity of Services Plan  

6 How the LEA will ensure continuity of services including but not limited to services to address 
the students’ academic needs, and students’ and staff social, emotional, mental health, and 
other needs, which may include student health and food services. 
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	Text Field 2: Franklin County
	Text Field 109: For ESSER 3.0, the schools were given an overview of the plan and spending guidelines. Staff at schools were asked for input during these meetings, and they emailed with suggestions. The FCSD also held a community stakeholder meeting with invitiations going to students, families and stakeholders from the required subgroups including: students with disabilities, EL, homelessness, foster care, migrant and incarcerated. During this presentation, the Director of Schools shared an overview of ESSER and the tenative spending plans. A survey link was shared with all attendees for their input. After the meeting, the presentation was also made available online and on social media for the public to have  an opportunity to give feedback. 
	Text Field 1010: After the initial in person presentations, the presentation was made avaialble online for review by all stakeholders.  A google survey was developed and shared with stakeholders, community partners, and the general public to solicit feedback.  Stakeholders and community partners were in agreement with the spending plan and offered ideas on how the funding could be expended in additional ways that would be beneficial.  
	Text Field 1011: The FCSD distributed a google survey following the presentations and also made the presentation and survey available online. Survey responses and feedback were collected and organized by priority. Survey responses and feedback were reviewed and 
	Text Field 1012: The FCSD team, consisting of the Director of Schools and supervisors including Human Resource, Elementary Education, Secondary Education, CTE, Federal Programs, Special Education, Maintenance and Transportation as well as Food Service, reviewed the needs assessment information and feedback from stakeholders, community partners, and general public.  These reflections served to drive the final decisions made and reported. 
	Text Field 1013: Franklin County Schools has the health and safety of our students and staff as our top priority and we work daily with local health professionals to provide a safe learning environment for all.  The district works with the local Health Department, the Tennessee Department of Health, the Tennessee Department of Education, and the CDC to stay up-to-date with the most current information to make decisions that are best for all.  The CSH Coordinator created age-appropriate presentations for all schools to emphasize healthy practices such as how to wear a mask properly, how to wash hands properly, and what social distancing measures look like as well as what is a virus and how does it spread. Funds were spent to ensure the schools had plenty of products for sanitizing all areas in the buildings. Contact tracing protocols were followed with students and staff being quarantined or isolated. All staff were encouraged to get vaccinated and were allowed sick days in case they have side effects. Students with disabilities were offered the opportunities to do remote learning. The FCSD adopted policy 3.202 and procedure 3.202LEA Protocols:Face masks are recommended indoors for individuals that are not fully vaccinated, especially in common areas.  All teachers will present a lesson on how to correctly wear a mask. Staff and students will practice social distancing when possible and seating charts will be maintained to the extent possible. Staff will continue to reinforce handwashing for at least 20 seconds and encourage the use of hand sanitizer.  Hand sanitizer will be available in all classrooms and common areas.  All teachers will present a lesson on proper handwashing.Cleaning protocols were intensified in all schools and on all school buses.  Franklin County Schools provided additional disinfectant products such as wipes, sprays, and hand sanitizers to all schools as well as all bus drivers.  Trane is currently conducting a study to determine the effectiveness and any needed improvements that need to be made to the air filtration and ventilation systems as well as all drinking water.  Students with a temperature greater than 100.0, cough, congestion, shortness of breath, gastrointestinal symptoms, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, headache or body aches should stay home until they are symptom free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication.  Students exhibiting these symptoms will need to provide a parent or medical provider note to excuse the student from school.  Students who test positive for Covid-19 or exposed to Covid-19 in their home should contact their medical provider and the local Department of Heath for instructions n when to return to school and should provide those instructions to your child’s school nurse.  Initial contact tracing will be conducted by Franklin County Schools and a letter will be sent home to anyone who has been in close contact with a positive Covid-19 student or staff member.  Further contact tracing may be conducted by the TN Department of Health.  Students who test positive will be required to quarantine as instructed by their medical provider or the TN Department of Health.  Students who reside in a household with a positive Covid-19 case will be strongly encouraged to quarantine by Franklin County Schools with probable quarantine requirements coming from the TN Department of Health or medical provider.  Students who are at school and exhibit a temperature greater than 100.0, cough, congestion, shortness of breath, gastrointestinal symptoms, loss of tease or smell, sore throat, headache, or body aches will be referred to the school nurse for assessment and the parent will be contacted for next steps.  Accommodations for students with an IEP will be utilized as needed.  
	Text Field 1014: The FCSD will continue to offer in person learning.  Mask wearing will be encouraged as well as social distancing within the school buildings. Utilizing the outdoor access points, teachers will be encouraged to have classes outdoors where feasible to be better socially distanced.  Our school board recently had discussions on the approval of a new policy that addresses “Remote Instruction” to allow students to continue receiving instruction while temporarily quarantined due to Covid-19.  Each school will decide on an instructional plan to works best for their students and staff.  Summer school will be provided as well as before and after school tutoring. Counselors will also be able to offer after school sessions for students. Staff at all schools will have access to wellness rooms and have been given the online information about the online counseling support available to them. The FCSD will continue to offer free breakfast and lunch at schools during the summer as well as during the school year.


