HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!!
November 30th, 2025 - Issue #296 – First Sunday of Advent
WHAT IS ADVENT:
Advent is the season before Christmas. It begins four Sundays before Christmas Day. The word Advent means “coming” or “arrival.” It reminds us of Jesus Christ coming into the world. Advent is a time of preparation. We prepare for the birth of Jesus, which we celebrate at Christmas.
Advent has deep roots in Church history. It started in the early centuries of Christianity. Early Christians used this time to prepare for baptisms at the Epiphany. Later, it became a season to prepare for Christmas. By the 6th century, Advent was officially part of the Church’s calendar.
The Church sets aside Advent for prayer and reflection. It is a time to focus on Jesus coming into our hearts. Advent also reminds us of Jesus’ Second Coming at the end of time. It is not only about remembering the past but also looking forward to the future. Advent helps us think about what Jesus’ coming means for our lives today.
The main purpose of Advent is to prepare our hearts. The Church encourages prayer, fasting, and acts of charity during this time. Advent is a season of waiting, but it is not empty waiting. It is filled with hope and expectation. We wait with joy, knowing that Jesus brings light and peace to the world.
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS COLLECTION FOR OUR PRIESTS:
Every year we have a special Christmas collection for the priests who provide spiritual guidance every Sunday to our community. Once again, we will be collecting your monetary gift outside the church after Mass. Crys will be collecting on the 30th & December 7th. We will give your monetary gifts to the priests on Sunday December 7th at the Christmas luncheon. Cash is always acceptable. However, if you want to designate your gift to a particular priest, please make the check out to that priest not Christ of the Desert. Thank you in advance for your generosity as our way of thanking them for what they do for us throughout the year.
December 14th – The Retirement Fund for the Religious Annual Collection
Message from Sister Phyllis
There are many women religious communities who are struggling financially and are in need of help.  
Our Franciscan Community of Rochester, MN is not one of those struggling and essentially, we do not receive monies from this fund.  However, many Communities are struggling and in their name, I ask that you mention this collection for them. This is a national collection and not restricted to our diocese. 

Again, our Religious community is not one of the beneficiaries as we want the monies to go to those who need it most.  
UPDATE ON CHARLIE ARA’S MEMORIAL SERVICE:
Please go to the website listed below for family photos.
Charlie Ara’s memorial service will be held December 4th, 2025 at Sacred Heart Church starting at 10AM.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a gift to American Kidney Fund. For additional information on the donation process and family photos, please go to the following website: Copy & Paste www.FatherAra.com
Charles's obituary
Father Charles Ara was born on August 27, 1930, to Lebanese parents Daniel and Margaret Ara. Charles lived a meaningful life, filled with love for his fellow man.
Affectionately known as Charlie, he first heard a calling to join the priesthood in the 6th grade. At the age of 14, he began his journey to ordination, enrolling in the Junior Seminary of the Los Angeles Archdiocese. Charlie was ordained a Catholic priest in 1956, upon his graduation with a B.A. in Philosophy.
During his senior year, his history professor, Father Bernard McCoy, had him do a term paper on the Taft-Hartley law. This sparked Charlie’s interest in the labor movement and workers’ rights; his social conscience was awakened. He joined the March on Washington in 1963, where he marched in line with Jackie Robinson and watched Martin Luther King Jr give the “I Have A Dream” speech. He persuaded grocery store owners to not sell grapes during the grape boycott that Cesar Chavez led in 1963. He used his position to preach the importance of loving your neighbor, no matter the color of their skin.
For 15 years, his ministry took him to five parishes in Southern California, including: St. Lawrence Martyr in Redondo Beach, St. Finbar in Burbank, Visitation in Westchester, All Saints in El Sereno, and St Cecelia in Tustin.
Always a trailblazer and ahead of his time, Charlie’s civil rights activities ruffled the feathers of leadership within the church. Church leaders reassigned Charlie to a new parish each time he got too involved in the local civil rights activities. But this never stopped him from using his voice to help those without a voice. A fellow activist within St Cecilia (who later became his wife) educated Charlie that the most impactful civil rights action was happening outside of the church.
In 1970, Charlie felt the calling of love and wed his beloved Shirley Jean. For 55 years, they shared love and built a life together as social activists. Their marriage blessed them with five children and eight grandchildren. Charlie loved to spend time with his family at baseball games and having big, loud family meals together.
As a married Catholic priest, Charlie continued to perform weddings outside of the church, in God’s cathedral, for those who could not or did not want to get married in the church. His lively wedding ceremonies made him a popular priest in Southern California for 50 years. He performed over 10,000 weddings, including for several Hollywood legends, which landed him on late-night talk shows, sharing wedding stories of famous people.
Charlie earned his PhD in Psychology in 1977 and became a Marriage, Family, and Child psychologist. He wrote a book on relationships: The Grass is Greener Where it’s Watered. He built the Hubert Humphrey Democratic Club in Cerritos, CA. He was a member of the Rotary and Optimists Clubs. He was a speaker, teacher, political activist, father, grandfather and husband.
Charlie died in his home in Palm Desert on November 22, 2025. He was 95 years young! He is survived by his wife Shirley, and his five children (Martin, Jose, Rana, Dawna, Matthew), eight grandchildren, three sisters (Dory, Mary, Barbara), and so many nieces, nephews, and cousins. May he rest in Peace!!!
DECEMBER ACTIVITIES:
1. November 30th – Second to last Sunday for the Collection for Christmas gifts for our Priests.
1. December 4th - FIND Food distribution/Community Supplemental Food Distribution Program at 9:30.
1. December 7th – Annual Holiday Luncheon. See details below.
2. Final Collection for the Christmas gifts for our Priests.
1.  December 8th, Holy Day of obligation, The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
3. Mass at Christ of the Desert is at 12:00PM.
1. December 10th – Bingo at Sacred Heart. 6:00 – 9:00PM in the Salta Center.
1. December 13th - K of C drive-through CRV recycle program. From 7:30AM to 11:30AM. Parking lot behind Salta Center.
1. December 14th – The Retirement Fund for the Religious Annual Collection
1. Christ of the Desert will be collecting donations for Galilee Center ends December 14th.
1. December 24th – Christmas Eve Vigil Mass is at 5:00PM
1. December 25th - Christmas Day Mass is at 9:30AM.
1. December 31st is New Year’s Eve. Feast of the Holy Family.
1. January 1st- Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God.

ANNUAL HOLIDAY CHRISTMAS LUNCGEON:
Our Annual Holiday Luncheon will be December 7th, 2025, after 9:30 Mass. The luncheon will be held at Desert Willow Golf Resort at 38995 Desert Willow Drive in Palm Desert, right off Country Club between Portola and Cook.

The luncheon buffet consists of Spinach Salad and French Onion soup, Braised Short Ribs and Grilled Salmon, Steamed Vegetables, Roasted Rosemary Potatoes and dessert. Beverages provided include Coffee, Iced Tea and Water. No host bar is available.

Cost per person is $40. 
You may make your reservation with Cindy after Masses on Friday and Sunday, with payment at time of reservation. If you would like to make a reservation at a different time, please call the office to make an appointment. (760) 346-0089. Payment MUST be made at time of sign-up. No reservation will be taken without payment. 
If you would like to have a table reserved for a group, please collect the names and payment for the group as a whole and sign all in at one time. 

Also, we like to have a raffle for the luncheon. If anyone could contribute gift cards or special items, please see Cindy or bring these donations to Mass for her to receive. 

We have “Special Angels” at Christ of the Desert who assist anyone who is unable to manage the payment for this event. We don’t want anyone to miss out. Please see Cindy privately to sign up.

We hope you all will join us for this fun, holiday-filled event. We had a wonderful time last year and this should be even better! 
This event is open to all. Spouses and any family members are welcome!!!!

ANNUAL GALILEE CENTER CHIRSTMAS DONATION DRIVE:
There will be a container in the back of the church to collect food, toys and new/gently used clothing starting November 9th and ends December 14th. 
Galilee Center is a non-profit organization working out of Mecca whose mission is to fulfill the needs of the underprivileged and disadvantaged by providing food, clothing, and other basic needs and affirm their dignity with love, compassion and respect.
If you have a large donation, please make arrangements with Cindy to bring them to the church office. 
Suggested items include: 
Canned fruits and vegetables, pasta and pasta sauce, long-life milk and fruit juice, packaged pudding, canned fish/chicken/meat, tea, coffee, jam, soup/cereal, sweets for the holidays. Also, included are toiletries such as deodorant, shaving supplies, toothbrushes and paste, shampoo and soaps. 
Please include new toys for children of all ages and don’t forget the teens. 
Thanks so much for your generosity. We had a terrific collection last year; let’s outdo it this year!
Flyers will be in the back of the Church for more details.

UPCOMING LADIES’ GUILD DATES: NO DECEMBER LUNCHEON.
Luncheons will resume on January 8TH and continue each month on the 2nd Wednesday.

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
November 30, 2025    
First Sunday of Advent - Matthew 24:37-44
A few years ago, my house was broken into on Super Bowl Sunday. Turns out, it’s a great day for burglars. If the TV isn’t on, people are probably watching the game somewhere else, so … easy pickins’. I’ll never forget walking into my bedroom and realizing someone had been there. My stuff was thrown all over the floor. The closet was torn apart. It was disorienting and disturbing — someone had invaded the space I thought was secure. After that, I bought an alarm system. And every Super Bowl Sunday since, I’m extra careful to lock the doors and keep the lights on. That experience made me more alert. Not scared. Just attentive.
That’s much like the spiritual place Jesus wants us to be on this first Sunday of Advent. He doesn’t start the season with soft candlelight and cozy manger scenes. He starts with two brutal images: a flood and a thief. In other words, chaos and violation.
Why? Because life will flood us. Chaos will come. And in the midst of it, Christ will come like a thief — not to steal from us, but to steal us back. He is the intruder we should want. The one who breaks in, not to ransack, but to rescue.
Christ presents himself as the thief but also the new Noah. He builds the ark of the Church to carry us through the flood. And he invites us to join him. How? By participating fully in our parishes. By making our homes places of prayer. By guarding our hearts with truth. By refusing to let spiritual complacency leave us exposed. By repentance.
This Advent, don’t just stay vaguely “awake.” Prepare. Build. Watch. The flood will come. But so will he.
 Father John Muir
Mass Readings:
First Reading - Isaiah 2:1-5
Isaiah describes his vision in which all nations are gathered together by God in peace.
Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 122:1-2,3-4,4-5,6-7,8-9
Rejoicing, let us enter the house of the Lord.
Second Reading - Romans 13:11-14
Be prepared, salvation is near.
Gospel Reading - Matthew 24:37-44
Jesus tells his disciples that the coming of the Son of Man will catch many people unprepared. Jesus tells his disciples that they are to always be ready for the day of the Lord.
Themes are gleaned from www.loyolapress.com
REMEMBRANCE WALK – PAVER ORDER INFORMATION FOR NEW PARISHIONERS:
The “REMEMBRANCE WALK” IS LOCATED IS LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE CHAPEL. (behind the planter) 
Forms are available from the Parish Office or back of the church. Installation will be within 30 days of your order. If you are not sure what you want to say on the paver, let me assist you!!
In 2025 the following will be observed as Holy Days of Obligation:
1. January 1st - Wednesday - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. Not a Holy Day of Obligation in 2025.
1. May 29th - Thursday of the Sixth Week of Easter - Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord. Mass moved to June 1st. 
1. August 15th - Friday - Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
1. November 1st - Solemnity of All Saints (Saturday)
3. November 1st, 2025, the Solemnity of All Saints, is not a holy day of obligation in the United States because it falls on a Saturday. While there is no obligation to attend Mass, participation is strongly encouraged to honor the saints. 
1. December 8th – Monday- Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
4. Mass at 12:00AM at Christ of the Desert Chapel.
1. December 25th – Thursday- Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
5. Christ Eve Mass is at 5:00PM
5. Christmas Day Mass is at 9:30AM

FINANCIAL SECTION:
DECEMBER HAS 4 SUNDAYS FOR THOSE THAT GIVE MONTHLY.
Please make all checks payable to “Christ of the Desert” not Sacred Heart. 
Total monies collected to date: $109,600 or 66.4% of annual budget. Collection on Sunday November 23rd was $3,117.
*Monies collected each week reflect the Friday & Sunday Mass plus rental income from offices in the Courtyard, Weddings & Funerals.
This information is important for our community to understand where we are financially throughout the year.
·        Our Monthly expenses are budgeted at $13,750 per month or $41,250 per quarter. $165,000 annually.
Thanks for your continued generosity.
See instructions at end of Bulletin for ways to continue giving via your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service.         
THE POPE’S INTENTION FOR DECEMBER For Christians in areas of conflict:
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.
The Christ of the Desert “Bulletin” now appears on www.sacredheartpalmdesert.com website. Open the site and click on “church”, look down on the bottom left for Christ of the Desert. Open this site for the “bulletin” and other information about our community.
 CELEBRATION SECTION:
There will be an information providing sheet on the table near the Chapel exit/entrance area.
You can always email the information to me as well. 
You can sign up for any month NOW. I will keep a record of your special month and enter it when that month arrives.
WHO HAS A DATE IN DECEMBER & YOU WANT ME TO ADD TO THE NOTICES BELOW?
DISCLAIMER: If information below is incorrect, please let me know and I will correct the error.
 
2025
NOVEMBER: BIRTHDAY SECTION:
Marge Poston – November 1st
John Trzaska – November 3rd
Jim Bell – November 9th
Roger Stambaugh – November 12th
John Kline – November 15th
Dolores McKean – November 16th
George Shultz – November 18th
JoAnne Thompson – November 23rd
Chuck Adams – November 24th   
Cindy Hayward – November 24th
Michelle Bell – November 25th
Becky Swanson – November 26th
Lorraine Hewitt- November 28th 
Alice Kluzak – November 29th

DECEMBER BITHDAY SECTION:
Loretta Schutten has a birthday on December 6th.
Louella Bean has a birthday on December 6th.
Jack McCall has a birthday on December 7th.
Lee Marie Junga has a birthday on December 8th.
Jo Falk has a birthday on December 11th.
Germaine Thompson has a birthday on December 12th.
Jim Grand has a birthday on December 15th.
Jesse Schumaker has a birthday on December 20th. 
Joyce McIntyre has a birthday on December 21st. 
Chris Anderson has a birthday on December 25th. 
JoAnn Pepper has a birthday on December 26th.
Shirley Murphy has a birthday on December 31st.
 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Betty Arnout, mother of Crys Mueller, - November 4th
Bob Dellovo – husband of Joanne, November 5th
Dee Howarth – November 8th
Montana Lester – November 16th.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Christine Smith, mother of Daria Smith, has a birthday in heaven on December 11th.
Jackie Capitanelli, Matriarch of the Capitanelli Family, has a birthday in heaven on December 16th.
Mary Walbridge, Daughter of Betty Walbridge, has a birthday in heaven on December 17th.
Mary De Franco mother of Joyce Sosebee birthday in heaven December 26th.
Bill Kosic, husband of Betty Kosic, has a birthday in heaven on December 28th. 

NOVEMBER HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Becky Swanson – November 19th 
NOVEMBER: REMEMBERING WEDDING ANNIVERSAY SECTION:
None submitted
DECEMBER HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Roger & Kathy Stambaugh – December 30th. 

NOVEMBER: REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
Peggy Jones, long-time parishioner, passed away on November 6th, 2023
Charlie Ara, husband of Shirley, passed away on November 22nd ,2025
Art Schutten, husband of Loretta Schutten, passed away on November 23rd
Steve Kent, husband of Dolores Kent, passed away on November 26th, 2022
Bobby DeWeese, brother of Paulette Quaid, passed away on November 28, 1971.
Margaret Parlapiano, mother of Margaret MacKenzie, passed away on November 29th

DECEMBER REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
Michael Brauntz, Roseanne’s husband passed away on December 8th. 
Lesile Zannotti passed away on December 23rd, 2013.
Mary Mueller, Jay Mueller’s mother, passed away on December 31st, 2005.
Mary “Sissy” Grand, Jim Grand’s mother, passed away on December 31st, 2001.

Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered.
“Who would you like to pray” for section:
Please send me your new updated petitions which will appear in green.
Many of you pray for special intentions at Sunday Mass. Please send me those intentions so the entire Parish can pray to the LORD with you.
Please pray for Frank Rayo who recently spent time in the hospital. John Maldinado
I ask for continued prayers for our long-time parishioner Edna Holman. Prayers needed for better health.  Love you my precious friend. Jesse Schumaker
Please pray for my daughter, Lisa Gruebel, who has been diagnosed with lung cancer, Suzanne Cummings.
Please pray for my friend Joe who is having major heart issues. Roxanne Reed
Please pray for the souls of thousands of Christian Nigerians that have lost their lives daily due to their Christian Faith, many of them being children as well as adults.  Please Lord Hear our Prayers. Lynn Lehane
THIS WE PRAY TO THE LORD!!!
 Christ of the Desert office hours: 760-346-0089
Office hours are from 9:30 to 1:30 Monday- Friday. Please call first to be sure Cindy is available. When Cindy is in the office, the office door is locked. Please ring the doorbell “to get her attention”.
 SUPPORT OUR PARISHIONERS WHO HAVE SMALL BUSINESSES SECTION:
 If anyone else wants to advertise their business in the Bulletin, send me your information.
 Thinking about selling your house or condo? Call Crys Mueller at 760 989 8732. I have been with BD Homes for the past 18 years.
John Maldonado is a Mortgage Loan Originator with First West Financial, Corp & a member of Christ of the Desert congregation.  
"Your Home Loan Made Simple" We help you buy your dream home by simplifying the mortgage financing process with personalized loan options that save you time and money. If you need assistance with any type of loan, I am here to help. For every loan that closes, I will make a donation to Christ of the Desert.
Contact: John A. Maldonado at jam@firstwestfinancial.com or call 760 636-8266. Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #1995783,WWW.firstwestfinancial.com

JoAnne Thompson is a Notary Public, and also a Notary Signing Agent, which means I can assist with Real Estate transactions. My business is Impress Mobile Notary. My number is 760-799-7858 or email me at impmobilenotary@aol.com. Please call me for all of your Notary needs. 

 Enedina Sutton, a Distributor of Nature Sunshine Products and a long-time parishioner. Has Herbal Supplements, all kinds of Vitamins, ointments, essential Oils, disinfectant products and much more. I do the business from home. I can be reached at 760-345-3754. I live in Sun City Palm Desert community.
Need a good Catholic housekeeper? Call Elvia Pantoja at 760 698 6050. 20 years’ experience in the Indian Wells & Palm Desert area. References provided upon request.
ON GOING MESSAGE SECTION:
Please continue to consider supporting our community with the following options:
Mail your weekly or monthly offering to Christ of the Desert. All our regular mail goes to Sacred Heart so you would need to use that address. Make checks payable to Christ of the Desert.
CHRIST OF THE DESERT c/o.
SACRED HEART CHURCH 43-775 DEEP CANYON ROAD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260.
OR
Go to your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service. You can set up an automatic payment directly from there. If you have any trouble doing this or don’t have a computer, just call your bank and they can help you.
Please make sure that you tell the bank to make the check payable to Christ of the Desert but send the check to Sacred Heart’s address: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260


Jay Mueller

Stay Healthy! Do good work! Keep in touch!!!!

SHC & COD Finance Council Member
SHC & COD Parish Council Member
COD Remembrance Walk Coordinator
SHC Remembrance Square Coordinator
SHC East Valley Outreach Program Coordinator
CELL NUMBER: 760-777-3745

