
 
 
 
 
Thunderbolt Family, 
  
Hello, my name is John “Gordy” Hall. It is an honor and a dream come true to serve another year as Principal of 
Thunderbolt Middle School. After spending 28 years of my life in the Lake Havasu community and growing up as a 
child who attended LHUSD schools, I have returned to the campus where I once walked the hallways as a student. I 
spent the first 5 years of my career as an Instructional Assistant and Teacher here in town. Then, I moved to Texas to 
further develop my skills in education. During my time there, I transitioned from Teacher to Instructional Coach and 
then to Assistant Principal before returning here as Principal. It is an absolute pleasure to be back for my 2nd year and 
continue working with such an amazing community that has given me so much over the course of my life. 
  
Thunderbolt Middle School is committed to the following three key components when it comes to educating your 
child. 
 

A guaranteed and viable curriculum with data driven instruction 
Strong social emotional support for all students 
A high level of community involvement and input from all stakeholders 

 
We also look forward to working with all students to establish and maintain a growth mindset. Students sometimes 
struggle with confidence, and it is important that they understand that they can improve their skill even when it may 
seem difficult at times. A strong work ethic is important in helping to instill the characteristics needed to become 
young adults and successful citizens in the real world.  
     
Family is something that I hold very close to my heart. As a collaborative instructional leader at Thunderbolt, my goal 
is to establish a school culture where everyone feels like they are a part of the family and that their voices are always 
heard. All stakeholders working together is key to positive impactful change on a campus. I look forward to an 
exciting school year and getting to know all of you! Please do not hesitate to reach out. We are committed to ensuring 
together we can help our students improve scholastically year after year. Thundercats Rock! 
  
Sincerely, 
  
John “Gordy” Hall 
Thunderbolt Principal 
 

THUNDERBOLT MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 John “Gordy” Hall, Principal Kellie Tefft, Assistant Principal 

695 Thunderbolt Avenue, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86406 

Phone 928-854-7224 Fax 928-854-7482 

https://thunderbolt.lhusd.org 
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E-MAIL UPDATES 
Don’t forget to update any changes to your email 
address so that you will continue to receive the 
newsletter link and other important information   
pertaining to Thunderbolt. Contact our office at  
854-7224 with any changes.  

 SYNERGY PARENT VUE  
Keep track of your students grades by logging into 
your Synergy ParentVue account.  You will need an 
activation key in order to log in for the first time. If 
you have not already created an account, 
instructions and an activation key will be provided 
on request. 

 

COMPUTER ACCESS - If you do not have computer 
access at home, we have a limited number of 
computers available in our office lobby for use by 
parents for school purposes only. 

REGISTRATION / SCHEDULE PICK-UP 
The 2022-2023 school year is just around the      
corner! ALL 7th grade students, along with a parent 
should plan to come to student registration on 
Thursday, July 28th (8am-5pm). ALL 8th grade 
students need to come in on Friday, July 29th (8am-
3pm). If you are unable to come on either of the 
above days, we will have a make-up registration day 
on Monday, August 1st from 12:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
What happens during registration? 
1. Students pick up their schedules & locker info 
2. Pick up a school supply list 
3. Any pre-ordered webstore shirt orders can be 

picked up 
4. Student demographic & emergency info will be 

updated 
5. Sign up for free/reduced lunches 
6. Sign up for the bus, if you have not already 
7. Get sports information and turn in paperwork 

needed to participate 
 
Please note: Tbolt has a NO CHECK POLICY 
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OPEN HOUSE ON  AUGUST 2nd 
ALL parents and  students are invited to visit with 

teachers in their classrooms on 
 August 2nd  

7th Grade Only:  4:30-5:30 p.m. 
8th Grade Only:  6:00-7:00 p.m. 

 
Please meet in the gym for a brief introduction.  
Bring your child’s schedule to visit classrooms. 

You do not need to stay the entire time.  
Please do not use this time for a parent-teacher 
conference as time is limited for the teachers to 

meet their students.  

EARLY RELEASE THURSDAYS 
Beginning August 11th through the end of May,      
students will be dismissed at 1pm EVERY Thursday. 
Students will attend their regular classes and have 
lunch, although the class periods will be shorter.  
 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL / SCHOOL HOURS 
The first day of school is Monday, August 8th at 
8am. The first bell will ring at 7:55am for students to 
go to their lockers and classrooms. First period 
classes begin at 8:00am. 
 
 SCHOOL HOURS: 8am - 2:35pm 
 EARLY RELEASE HOURS: 8am - 1pm 
 OFFICE HOURS: 7:30am - 3:30pm 
 
Students/parents are not allowed in the building  
before 7:30am; there is no supervision.  
 
  

PICTURE DAY 

SEPTEMBER 23rd 
Picture Day is Friday, September 23rd.  Picture 
packets will be sent home with students the week 
prior. All students are required to have their photo 
taken for student IDs and to be included in the 
yearbook.  Students must wear standardized shirts, 
but may bring a shirt to change in to or wear 
underneath their standardized shirt.  If the student 
is not in attendance this day, picture retakes will be 
done on November 4th. 
 
 

PARENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNTIES 
Please sign up in the office if you’d like to be a parent 
volunteer. Some areas we need help with are: Helping 
during Registration, folding shirts, doing laundry, cut 
out affirmations, student of the month 
pictures/posters, cleaning up lost and found, make 
copies, working the snack bar, help with Booster Club 
fundraisers, chaperone events, etc.  



LUNCH APPLICATIONS 
The school year 2022-23 Free and Reduced Meals 
application must be renewed each year. Parents 
please renew your applications on line at 
Family.Titank12.com.  Our office computers and 
hard copies will be available during registration if 
you are unable to complete this process at home.    
 
All students that were approved for school year 
2021-22 in the LHUSD will have their benefits 
carryover until September 16, 2022. We encourage 
you to get your new application resubmitted as early 
as possible to avoid any lapse in benefit.             
 
*It is important to note that a new application must 
be filled out each year. We ask that you complete an 
application whether or not you intend to use it to 
determine Title Funding, P-EBT, etc. 
 
*There has been an increase in meal prices due to 
USDA Regulations. Breakfast is $1.50, Lunch is 
$3.00.  
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SCHOOL FEES 
 
• Band class in which students must rent 

instruments have an additional fee attached   
($5-$40/semester). 

• Students in P.E. will be required to purchase the 
mandatory P.E. shorts for $8-$9 depending on 
the size. 

NO CHECKS ACCEPTED 

 
  

LUNCH ACCOUNTS 
If your student has a pre-paid meal account you can 
easily check the balance by either downloading the 
Titan Family Connect phone application or 
checking online with a Family.Titank12.com 
account. A free account can be set up to receive low 
balance alerts and the ability to see what your 
student is purchasing. Meal accounts can also be 
funded through Family.Titank12.com. There is a 
$2.60 service fee per transaction. 
 
• Taher will accept personal checks made out to 

LHUSD 
• Taher has a “NO CHANGE” policy for meals. Any 

money given to a cashier for any purchase that 
has change coming, will be put on the student’s 
account. No change will be given back.  

• If students do not have a lunch or money on 
their account, they will be given an alternate 
meal on request consisting of peanut butter, 
crackers, carrot sticks, ranch dressing, a fruit 
and milk.  

TBOLT WEBSTORE 
The Thunderbolt webstore can be found at  
 www.tboltbookstore.com.  
All standardized clothing can be purchased through 
the bookstore and picked up the following day at our 
school site.  We encourage you to use system for 
your convenience. 
 
If you are a FIRST TIME USER please begin by 
clicking the prompt to set your password. 
(Although the webstore was set up using your 
Synergy username, the accounts and passwords are 
not linked.) 

NO CHECK POLICY 
We will gladly accept cash, debit/credit cards, or 
money orders (NO Checks) for purchases made in 
the Thunderbolt office.   
 
Please DO NOT send $50 or $100 bills with your 
child to school for lunch or other school purchases.  
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
Our school website is a great resource of information 
and knowledge for Thunderbolt students and their 
families. We have calendar of events, newsletters, 
athletic forms, transportation forms and other 
helpful links to websites you may need. Our website 
can be found at https://thunderbolt.lhusd.org.  
 
Check out our Facebook page and Instagram 
account also for fundraiser events and daily 
happenings at Tbolt.  

Thunderbolt Middle School LHUSD 

http://www.tboltbookstore.com


ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

EXCESSIVE ABSENCES OR TARDIES 
We are proud of our attendance at Thunderbolt and 
look forward to continuing our low student absence 
rate. It is critical for students to be in school to learn 
and just as important that they are in class when the 
bell rings. Every minute counts for the highest level 
of learning! We will recognize those classes         
periodically who have the lowest number of        
absences and/or tardies.  
 
If a student is tardy more than four (4) times 
per quarter he/she will earn a consequence. 
This includes both excused and unexcused tardies. 
Absences are considered excessive if they exceed 
eight (8) per semester. We will contact you directly 
should your child exceed the number of absences 
allowed by law.  This includes both excused and 
unexcused absences. If you have a note from a 
doctor please send it with your child.   

Please note that attendance and tardies may affect 
some club eligibility criteria such as NJHS and 
Renaissance. 
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
Please take a few minutes and add both of these 
numbers to your phone’s contact list. 
 
 Main Line:  854-7224 
 ATTENDANCE only: 854-7277 
  
Parents/guardians can call to report an absence at 
anytime and leave a voicemail message - on the  
attendance phone number. If you do not call in your 
student’s absence, you will receive an automated 
message from us. 
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TITLE 1/PARENTS’ RIGHT TO KNOW 
We are a Title I School. Title I provides financial 
assistance to local educational agencies to meet the 
needs of special educationally disadvantaged 
children. The purpose of Title I is to help all children 
achieve the state’s academic standards. This is 
accomplished through supplemental programs that 
consist of instructional services, instructional support 
services, school wide reform efforts, and increased 
involvement of parents in their children’s education. 
 
We are pleased to notify you that in accordance with 
the Elementary and Secondary Act (ESEA), as 
amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 
you have the right to request information regarding 
the professional qualifications of your child’s teacher. 
Specifically, you may request the following: 
 
• Whether the teacher has met State qualification 

and licensing criteria for the grade levels and 
subject areas in which the teacher provides 
instruction. 

 
• Whether the teacher is teaching under 

emergency or substitute status. 
 
• The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher 

and any other graduate certification or degree 
held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of 
the certification or degree. 

 
• Whether the child is provided services by 

paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications. 
 
If you would like to receive this information or have 
any questions, please contact the school principal at 
(928)854-7224. 

STUDENT HANDBOOK 
The student handbook, located on our website,   
provides valuable information about our school and 
will be reviewed with students during the first few 
days of school. Please review this handbook with 
your child early in the school year. Hard copies are 
available upon request. 
 

https://thunderbolt.lhusd.org 
 
  

NO BACKPACKS IN THE CLASSROOM 
For the safety of our students, please keep in 
mind that backpacks are not allowed in the 
classrooms. They must be kept in the student 
lockers at all times during the school day.  The 
backpacks with wheels do not fit in the lockers, so 
please avoid purchasing that style.  



WATER BOTTLES / DRINKING CONTAINERS 
If your student chooses to bring a drink to school, 
please follow these guidelines: 
• Re-useable water bottles/containers must     

contain WATER ONLY and in a clear bottle. No 
hydro flasks, etc. will be allowed.  

• No energy drinks, coffee, Vitamin water,       
Gatorade, sodas or any other liquids that contain 
alcohol or high levels of caffeine will be allowed 
in the building. 

• All drinks must conform to the District Wellness 
Policy and Arizona Nutrition Standards. (J-4950) 

• Drink refreshments brought into the building by 
students may be used for breakfast or lunch   
purposes. They are not to be taken into      
classrooms.  

• Food and drinks purchased in the cafeteria must 
be     consumed and disposed of prior to leaving 
the cafeteria. 

 
The principal will have the right to make exceptions 
to this policy when deemed necessary. 

DISTRICT WELLNESS POLICY 
Due to Arizona Nutrition Standards and our District 
Wellness Policy, parents are discouraged from  
bringing treats for the entire classroom or for      
children other than their own at any time due to 
food allergies. This includes lunch for your child’s 
friends. 
Please do not bring or drop off these items to be 
shared: 
• fast food deliveries/pizza 

• cupcakes/cookies 

• homemade treats/food items  
 
If you do bring in food, only bring it for YOUR child, 
not your child’s friends.  

DRESS CODE 

• All students are required to wear the District 
Board approved Thunderbolt standardized shirts 
at all times during the regular school day. 

• Students are required to wear the District Board 
approved LHUSD standardized outerwear at all 
times during the regular school day. No other 
jackets can be worn inside the building.  

• Standardized shirts and/or standardized jackets 
cannot be altered, tied, or cut.  

• Bottoms must be fingertip length, or 
longer, and cover all undergarments.  
Please keep this in mind when shopping for 
school clothes. 

 
When a student’s attire violates the dress code, the 
office will supply the student with school appropriate 
clothing items to wear during that school day. 
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CELL PHONE PROCEDURES 
Students may leave cell phone in their locked locker or leave cell phone at home.  Guidelines for Students: 
 
A. The student takes full responsibility for their device. 
B. The student complies with the teachers’ instruction pertaining to the project using their digital device and 

uses the device only during those specific classroom hours. 
C. The personal device shall be charged prior to bringing it to school.  
D. The student adheres to the rules stated in the IT Use Agreement policy. 
 
Students in possession of their phone/device during class will earn a discipline referral which will result in a 
consequence and may require the parent to pick up the device. 

 

BUS INFORMATION 
The LHUSD school board policy for transportation of 
students establishes the distance of one (1) mile 
from home to school for middle school students   
eligible for bus service.  
 
• Registering for bus service needs to be done 

each year.  
• If you move or your student is off the bus for 

more than 5 days you will need to re-register in 
the school office. 

• Students cannot be transported to another bus 
stop other than the one assigned to them. 

• Sharing a ride with a friend is not permitted. 
 
Students/Parents will be able to find out their bus 
stop locations and times during registration days. 



TAX CREDIT 
Taxpayers filing in Arizona have the unique         
opportunity to redirect a portion of state tax dollars 
they already pay, to public education. The credit   
allows an Arizona taxpayer to contribute $200 per 
individual tax return or $400 per joint tax return to a 
school’s extra curricular program.  
 
Who can make a contribution? 
We can accept contributions only from individuals; 
not businesses or corporations. 
 
Do I have to have children enrolled in school? 
No. Any Arizona individual paying state income tax 
can make a tax credit contribution to be used      
towards extra curricular fees. 
 
Do I have to live within the District? 
No. Any individual who pays Arizona State income 
tax can contribute. 
 
Do I have to donate the full $200 or $400? 
No, but remember, you can take this credit on any 
tax liability for state income taxes up to $200 on an 
individual tax return or $400 on a joint return. You 
may donate up to your $200 or $400 limit in       
installments during the calendar year or donate it at 
one time. 
 
How does this work on my tax return? 
As an example, lets say you made a $300 tax credit 
contribution. When you file your state taxes, you will 
note the credit with a 322 form (downloadable from 
the State). If your State tax return calculates to a 
$500 refund, applying the credit will increase your 
refund to $800. If your State tax return calculates to 
a $400 liability (you owe) then applying the credit 
will reduce your liability to $100. However, you   
cannot receive a refund greater than your State   
income tax assessment for the tax year.  
 
Tax Credit contributions are to the school/activity of 
your choice or can be made for individual students! 
 
For more information about tax credit contact 
Theresa Parker by phone at 505-6941 or by 
email: Theresa.Parker@lhusd.org.  
 
Tax credit contributions can be made online! Go to 
the LHUSD#1 home page at www.lhusd.org and 
access the online payment portal in a variety of 
ways or you can pay through the Thunderbolt 
bookstore at www.tboltbookstore.com. If you are 
not a parent, please sign in as a guest. 
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SPORTS PHYSICALS 
If your student will be participating in sports this 
year, it is mandatory they have a physical on 
file.  Physicals are good 1 year from the date of the 
exam. 

The following must be recorded in the Athletic     
Director’s office PRIOR to a student participating in 
try-outs or practice:  

1. Athletic Contract  
2. Athlete Emergency Card  
3. Proof of Medical Insurance  
4. Medical Release Form 
5. Concussion Statement & Acknowledgement  
6. Sports Physical (good for 1 year) 

 
The Havasu Community Health Foundation will be 
giving free sports physicals or vouchers for future 
use on Saturday, August 6th from 8am-Noon at the 
Aquatic Center.  
 
TrueCare, Nextcare and HRMC Urgent Care also 
offer sports physicals for a fee. Appointments may 
be necessary. If you have any questions you may 
contact them at 846-4343 (TrueCare), 453-4600 
(Nextcare) or 505-1030 (HRMC).  
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Positive Attitude 
Act Responsibly 
Work Cooperatively 
Safety First 

Thunderbolt_middleschool 



UPCOMING DATES 
 
• Registration  
 7th gr Thurs, July 28: 8am-5pm  
 8th gr  Fri, July 29: 8am-3pm 
 Make-Up Day: August 1: 12:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
• Open House 
 August 2: 7th grade ONLY 4:30-5:30pm 
      8th grade ONLY 6:00-7:00pm 
 
• First Day of School 
 August 8 at 8:00am 
 
• Fall Sports Paperwork Deadline 
 August 12th 
  
• Volleyball & Football Tryouts (tentative) 
 Week of August 15-19     
 

• Volleyball & Football Practice Begins  
 August 22 
 
• Cross Country Practice Begins (tentative) 
 August 29 
 
• Early Release Thursdays  
 EVERY Thursday 
 
• Labor Day, No School 
 September 5 
 

• Fall Sports Pictures 
 September 13 
 
• School Pictures 
  September 23 
 
• Fall Parent / Teacher Conferences 
 October 6 & 7 
 
• Fall Break 
 October 10-15 
 
• Picture Re-take Day 
 November 4 

           Thunderbolt Middle School 

SPORTS FEES 
Sports participation fees for the 2022-2023 school year 
are as follows. The participation fee is for each sport; 
no student will pay more than $200 during the school 
year for sports fees.  
 
Cross Country $100 
Track & Field $100 
Spiritline $100 
Basketball $200 
Baseball $200 
Softball  $200 
Volleyball $200 
Football  $200 
 
Fees for interscholastic sports are not due until the  
student has made the team.  Participation Fee must be 
paid in full or payment arrangements made with the 
office prior to first regular season game/competition.  
Please note that Tax Credit payments are not         
refundable.  
 
The participation fee is used to help sustain our Sports 
Program.  
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SPORTS PAPERWORK DUE 
The last day for students interested in Fall sports 
(Football, Volleyball and Cross Country) to turn in all 
required paperwork is August 12th.  All forms can 
be found in our office or on our website at: 
https://thunderbolt.lhusd.org/athletics  
 
 

 
FALL SPORTS PICTURES 

Fall sports pictures for Football, Volleyball and Cross 
Country are scheduled for September 13th after 
school. Picture packets will be given to athletes prior 
to picture day.  
 









CHILD NUTRITION DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

 
Welcome back to the 2022-2023 school year at the Lake Havasu Unified School District! 

This year there has been an increase in meal prices due to USDA Regulations.  Breakfast is $1.50 

at ALL LHUSD schools.  Breakfast will NO LONGER be free at Oro Grande, Smoketree, Nautilus, 

and Havasupai.  Lunch price is $2.75 at all the elementary schools and $3.00 at Thunderbolt and 

Lake Havasu High. 

 

Free and Reduced Meal Applications are available conveniently online at Family.TitanK12.com, at 

all the school offices, and the District Office.  If you have any questions regarding the Free and 

Reduced Meal Program please call, 928-854-5413.  Any household meal applications that were 

submitted for school year 21/22 will continue their determined eligibility through 9/16/2022, or 

until a new application has been processed. 

 

We encourage all households to submit an ONLINE application, as it will be processed within 

48hrs.  A paper application may take 10 days to process.  During that time, you will need to verify 

funds on your student’s account if he/she is going to participate in school meals. 

 

Please set-up parental access to your student’s meal account.  You can easily check the balance by 

either downloading the Titan Family Connect phone app or checking online with a 

Family.Titank12.com account.  This FREE account can be set up to receive low balance alerts and 

the ability to see what your student is purchasing.  Meal accounts can also be funded through 

Family.Titank12.com. There is a $2.60 service fee per transaction. 

 

Students at the Lake Havasu Unified School District are allowed, per School Board policy, to 

charge up to 3 meals only during the first two weeks of school.  This is to allow time to get meal 

accounts funded.  No ala carte charges will be allowed.  Students that are in arrears 3 meals will 

be offered the alternate meal during these first two weeks.  Any student with an unfunded 

account AFTER the first two weeks will be offered the alternate meal. Adjustments will be made 

for students with a signed allergy form.  Low balance letters are sent home with elementary 

students, twice a week, when their balance gets low.  Please watch for these notices or sign-up for 

alerts through the Titan Family Connect app.  At ANY time during the school year, a new or 

updated meal application can be filled out either online or at your school office.   

Menus can be found on the individual school and District websites. 

We look forward to feeding your student a nutritionally complete breakfast and lunch that’s low in 

sodium, added sugar and topped off with as much locally grown produce (when available) that we 

can find! 

 

https://family.titank12.com/
https://family.titank12.com/
https://family.titank12.com/
https://family.titank12.com/


PARKING LOT PROCEDURES 
Parents, 
We have worked hard over the last few years to create a parking lot procedure that keeps the traffic flow  
moving and keeps students safe. Although it’s a bit challenging to get such a large number of parents in and 
out in a short amount of time our system works well with everyone’s cooperation. 
 
Please follow these procedures: 

 
MORNING  & AFTERNOON DROP OFF & PICK UP PROCEDURE 

 

 
See map on the following page with instructions 

 
 

 
 
 
 
ALL STUDENTS MEETING PARKED CARS MUST CROSS WITH THE CROSSING GUARD FOR SAFETY. 
 
Please do NOT form a second lane of traffic in between the cars at the fence and the parking lot.  

• This is unsafe for picking up your child and others.  
• Cars are not watching for students to cut in between cars.  
• A second lane also blocks the traffic waiting to come into and out of the drop off lane. 

When leaving a parking space cars must loop around to join the traffic flow running parallel to the fence. We 
will be in the lot to guide you in the process. 
 
There are slight differences between the morning and afternoon procedures. This is because cars in the      
afternoon may need to circle the parking lot to locate a parking spot. They must have the ability to do so. This 
is not the case in the morning as all cars are moving quickly through the lot after dropping off students.  
 
We would ask that you remain 100% focused on the traffic and students while in the lot by not talking on your 
cell phone during pick up and drop off.  Student safety is our goal. 
 
Our goal is to keep every child safe during pickup and drop off times. Your cooperation is appreciated. Thank 
you!   
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

FREE SPORTS PHYSICALS OR VOUCHERS FOR FREE 

PHYSICALS ARE BEING GIVEN OUT. 


