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Principal's Message
Dear St. Catherine Families,
This week reminded me how blessed we are by the students and staff at St. Catherine School.  With several staff members out of the building for various reasons, our week called for flexibility, patience, and a willingness to help wherever needed.
At our staff meeting last week, we talked through the upcoming absences. In my head, I was already preparing to fill every gap I could. Before I could get very far, though, I heard one person after another say, “I can do that,” and “I can take care of that.” Those simple words meant more than our staff probably realized.
I still stepped in throughout the week, but without that familiar weight of feeling like I had to do   it all. Our staff reminded me that I am part of a team—people who generously share their time and talents to care for our students and one another.
Our students were just as wonderful. Whether someone was providing support, helping them prepare for Mass, or cooking their lunch, they adjusted with flexibility and openness. Their response helped make what could have been a difficult week a truly beautiful one. I saw Christ’s love in those simple offers of help and in our school community's willingness to embrace a different routine. I am grateful for our staff, proud of our students, and thankful to be part of St. Catherine School.

Reminders
Cooler Weather and Layers
Several mornings this week certainly felt like fall! While next week looks to have some warmer days, please help your children dress for both the cool mornings and the warmer afternoons. Several students were quite chilly early in the day but comfortable by afternoon. Layers are easy to take off, but you can’t add what you don’t have!
Our school dress code states that shorts are not to be worn after October 1, which is right around the corner. In past years, I have occasionally extended that deadline by a week or more when the weather warranted it. If an extension makes sense this year, I will let families know. This is a practical guideline intended to keep students comfortable—and trust me, they let us know when they are cold. A lot!
School Flu Clinic — September 29
[bookmark: _GoBack]City County Health District will conduct a flu clinic at school on Tuesday, September 29. Ms. Giesen sent an email with additional details. If you have questions, please contact her through the school office at 701-845-1453 or by email at terra.giesen@k12.nd.us.
Looking Ahead
October 5–9: St. Catherine School Book Fair.
Thursday, October 8: Fall Parent/Teacher Conferences.

Friday, November 6: Our annual Fall Auction. Auction Chair Alison Kasowski sent communication to many families this week. Please watch for additional information as preparations continue.

Little Saints Childcare Openings
Little Saints currently has two preschool-age openings and six school-age spots for before- and after-school care. We may also be able to accommodate younger children, depending on a family’s needs and timing.
Please help us spread the word! If you know a family looking for childcare, encourage them to contact Little Saints to discuss availability. Thank you for helping connect families with our Little Saints community!
Homecoming Parade
If your child is participating in the parade, please return their permission form by Thursday of next week. If you are able, please also send a bag of candy for the parade.
Thank you to those who have offered to help provide a truck and trailer! We could still use volunteers to walk with our float and help decorate it. If you can help, please contact the school office at 701-845-1453. St. Kate’s or Hi-Liner gear would be great for parade day!
Children riding on the St. Catherine School float will stay at school after dismissal. We will provide a snack and then head to the parade route together. Following the parade, we will return to school, where families can pick up their children or they can walk home.

I will share more information about Homecoming Week activities as details become available.



St. Catherine Spotlight
A big thank-you to Nancy Hagen for her willingness to tackle a few painting projects around the school! We appreciate her time and care in helping make our school a welcoming place.
We also received a generous $1,000 donation from an older supporter of our school all the way from Illinois. What a wonderful reminder that the St. Catherine community reaches   well beyond our parish and Valley City! We are grateful for the people near and far who support our students and believe in the mission of our school.
Thank you for being part of our St. Catherine family. Have a wonderful weekend!













Stay Connected with St. Catherine School
📍 Address: 540 3rd Ave. NE, Valley City, ND  58072
Email:  nicholas.lee1@k12.nd.us
📧
Phone: 1-701-845-1453
📞
Website:  www.stcatherine.k12.nd.us
🌐
📘 Follow Us on Facebook: St. Catherine School on Facebook

“Inspiring excellence through faith, learning, and service.”
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