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U.S. Senate chamber, circa 1873

Each state has two senators who are elected to serve six-year terms. Every two years one third of the 

Senate is up for reelection. To be able to run in an election for the Senate one must be 30 years old by 

the time one takes the oath of office, a citizen of the U.S. for at least nine years, and a resident of the 

state from which one is elected. These qualifications were established in Article I, Section 3 of the 

Constitution.

Most states have primary elections to decide which candidates will be on the November general election 

ballot. Some state parties hold conventions in conjunction with the primary. If a candidate is unopposed, 

there may not be a primary election. Those who represent a major political party are automatically 

placed on a state's primary ballot. Minor party candidates are chosen by their party's rules while 

independent candidates nominate themselves. Independent candidates and those representing minor 

parties must meet various state requirements to be placed on the general election ballot. An example of 

this would be to submit a petition with signatures from a certain number of registered voters.

Before 1913 senators were chosen by their state legislatures. The Founding Fathers believed that since 

the Senators represented the state, the state legislature should elect them. The 17th Amendment to the 

Constitution requires senators to be elected by a direct vote of those she or he will represent. Election 

winners are decided by the plurality rule. That is, the person who receives the highest number of votes 

wins. In some states, this may not necessarily be a majority of the votes. For example, in an election 

with three candidates, one candidate may receive only 38% of the vote, another 32%, and the third 

30%. Although no candidate has received a majority of more than 50% of the votes, the candidate with 

38% wins because she or has the most votes (the plurality). In other states, if there is no majority, there 

is a runoff election between the top two candidates.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary

Vocabulary

conjunction
noun

definition: 
			the act of joining or combining, or the condition of being combined.
			

convention
noun

definition: 
			a formal meeting or gathering where people discuss shared interests.
			


			There is a convention for motorcycle owners this weekend.
			

Spanish: convención

election
noun

definition: 
			the process of choosing a person for office by voting.
			


			In the United States, the election of the President takes place every four years.
			

Spanish: elección

requirement
noun

definition: 
			something that is needed or necessary.
			


			Water is a requirement for all living things.
			

Spanish: requisito, necesidad
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Name: __________________________________  Date: _______________

1. Before you start reading...

Here are the vocabulary words that will be in this reading. Let's see how well you already know them.

Check the box that shows how well you know each word. It's ok if you don't know them yet (this is not 
graded)!

Don't know it
Have heard of it but 

not sure of its 
meaning

Know something 
about its meaning Know it well

conjunction

convention

election

requirement

2. Word Builder


			Words are made of smaller parts that are called syllables. Some words have one syllable, but many 
have two or more. Draw lines to show how the
			syllables build each vocabulary word.
		


						junc
					 
						re
					 
						tion
					


						con
					 
						lec
					

						con
					


						tion
					


						ven
					

						ment
					 
						tion
					 
						quire
					 
						e
					

1. 2. 3.

4.

3. After reading and exploring the words through some activities...


			Do you know these words better? Check the box that shows how well you know each word. It's ok if 
you don't know them yet (this is not graded)!
		

Don't know it
Have heard of it but 

not sure of its 
meaning

Know something 
about its meaning Know it well

conjunction

convention

election

requirement
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The Election of Senators - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. How many senators does each state have?

2. Before the 17th Amendment to the Constitution, state legislatures elected Senators. 
Since the 17th Amendment to the Constitution, who are Senators elected by?

Support your answer with evidence from the text.

3. What is the main idea of this text?
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