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The Gospel of Luke 
 Βίβλος γενέσεως Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ υἱοῦ Δαυὶδ υἱοῦ Ἀβραάμ. 
 
In our previous talks we focus first on Mark, the Proto-Gospel and prob of working 
class Italian/Roman origin, written shortly after 66 AD.  We then turned to Matthew, 
which we said was of Middle Eastern origins, perhaps Syria (a major Roman 
Province) by an man of Jewish heritage whose aim it is to explain to Jews the 
Messiah and to non-Jews to show how they are different.  Now we turn to Luke and 
we find something very different. 
 
This is a Gospel directed to a western Roman audience.  It was written about 80 AD 
and addresses citizen and allies of the Empire.  It is the text most friendly to the new 
imperial regime. 
 

1.  Authorship, trad assigned to the Luke whom Paul mentions, but most scholars 
now disagree with this.  Whoever wrote this clearly has the Gospel of Mark in 
front of him, the Q source used by he and Matthew, but also some other 
material which is nowhere found in the Bible.  It is a good question if he had 
access to John but there are challenges to this theory.  But note – his use of 
Greek is the most sophisticated (and difficult for seminarians!) so clearly he is 
educated and is writing to educated people. 

 
2.  Place in NT:  Luke cannot be discussed without reference to the Book of Acts 

written by the same hand.  Although John is placed between them it was meant 
to be one long narrative, and Acts uses the same complex Greek as Luke.  Of 
all four, gospels the Gospel’s Luke’s is the longest one using as large a scroll 
as possible.  Taken with Acts, the two together form 27% of the entire NT.  
The two have very similar structures 
 
A.  Both Luke and Acts begin in Jerusalem  
B. Number 40: days in wilderness/days till Ascension 
C.  There is an outpouring of the Spirit (baptism of Jesus and Pentecost) 
D. Proclaiming Christ and many miracles 
E. Trial before Sanhedrin 
F. Rejection by Jews and affirmation by Gentiles 
G. A riot leads to the arrest of both Jesus and Paul ff by trial by Romans 
H. Both end with people going to the ends of the earth (Paul: from J to R) 

 
3.  Last intro point: who is this written to?  Other Gospels are more general – to 

all who will listen.  Lk shares this but there is Theophilius 
 In Lk 1:4ff. (And Acts: 1:1we find this chap whom the book is written 
  to: Two clues: “most excellent”  a senator?  Flavius Clemens?  
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 In the persecution of Domition.  Secondly, it is a Greek name   
 meaning “beloved of God.” 

 To say more we must reflect on Roman love poetry.  It was a 
convention in Roman society that Greeks were both very clever and 
also quite depraved.  So when writing your honey, you could not 
reveal the name lest the note be intercepted.  So you gave your secret 
lover a Greek code name, because obviously Romans would never 
have illicit relationships and the bloody Greeks could do anything.  
Only you and the lover knew the names 

  First century Supplica Servillia (Cerenthius) 
  1th c. BC, Gaius Valerius Catullus writes to Clotia of the Claudian 

(soon to be) imperial family but calls her Lesbia 
 Luke: because of persecution, he does not want to reveal the name of 

the addressee, and so he chooses of bogus Greek name.  Yet this is a 
love story also, not a depraved or erotic one but Greater love 

 
4.  Special themes in Luke 

a.  Role of Mary (“Mary’s Baby Book”) and we learn more about her 
here than many other places.  Many Rosary mysteries are here 

 *Elizabeth and Zecheriah  are here identified as relatives of Mary 
and she visits with them during John’s birth 
 *1:26 the Annunciation 
 *1:46 the Magnificat (repeat of I Sam and/or a early hymn) 
 *birth narrative:  note it was in obedience to Roman Law (cf M) 
 *shepherds 2:1 ff – these are shepherds – led to the Shepherd,  
  ref sacrifices in Temple were raised in Bethlehem 
 *Purification 2:22 – note piercing Mary’s heart 
 *finding in the Temple episode: Signature verse 2:41 
 *2:52 Mary ponders all these things in her heart 
 *genealogy begins with Adam3:23  – the universal  patriarch 
 
b.  Good Romans 
* 3:1 located in time of Tiberius (who appt Pilate) 
 7: Centurion with sick slave (7 cen in Gospels & Acts all good) 

* ch 23: Pilate (Roman) tries to get Jesus off the hook 
 23:47 the centurion declares Him innocent  
 Note end of Acts 28: neglects to say Paul was in bondage 
 

c.  Spiritual warfare: these demons are not nice 
 * tempting in the desert 
 *4:31 exorcism in synagogues: the people are powerless w/o J. 
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 *8:12 – satan snatches away good seed 
 *8:26 legion 
 11:24 unclean spirit cast out, but comes back 

   
d. Some stories are unique to Luke and they are quite vivid and 

memorable 
   *7:11 raising of son of widow of Nain 
   *13:10ff woman crippled healed in synagogue 
   14:1 healing of man on the sabbath 
   17:11 ten lepers 
   Healing of ear 22:50 
 
  e. Some parables are unique to Luke: ten in number and in a row 
   *10:25 Good Samaritan  (samaritans are bad) 
   *11:5 friend at midnight wants grub  (humourus: a man gets  
    what he does not deserve) 
   *12:13 rich fool  (death) 
   *13:6: barren fig tree  (gardener overrules master) 
   *14:7 invited guests  (the poor take the places) 
   *125:8 lost coin 
   *15:11 Prodigal Son  (he is forgiven) 
   *16:19 Lazarus and the rich man  (welcome to hell) 
   *18:12 persistent widow (you get what you want by being a pain?) 
   *18:9 Pharisee and Tax Collector   (tax collectors were traitors) 
 
  All these have a quirk, something unexpected, change of plans 
 
Passion Narrative: a great deal in common with the other three with some exceptions:  
Luke has more mockery of Christ, and also more compassion of Jesus 
  *23:28 women of Jerusalem weep 
  *23:34 Father Forgive them 
  *23:36 wine turned to vinegar 
  *23:39 one thief reviles Jesus 
  *23:43 today you will be with me in paradise 
  *23:45  sun is eclipsed and temple garment torn 
   Tied to v 48 beating their breasts crying 
 
Resurrection Appearances.   

A very physical resurrection: eats broiled fish, dinner at Emmaeus Luke alone 
 has Emmaeus (24:13 and Ascension 24:50) 


