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Dedication

John Conzemius
Head Coach
1951-1981

| was born in the fall of 1955. Coach John Conzemius had just completed his fifth season at
the helm of the Wadena High School football team. Coach retired after the 1981 season.
That spring my first child was born. A thirty-one-year coaching career spanning all or parts of
four decades. To me, and countless others, John Conzemius was synonymous with
“Wadena football.” Many of his players went on to compete at the college level including one
who was All-Big 10 for the Minnesota Gophers and later, an NFL All-Pro for the Pittsburgh
Steelers. The story of John Conzemius’ journey culminates here, in the 1980’s.

The “WHS Football Scrapbooks,” for each decade of his tenure, are dedicated to coach
Conzemius, a great teacher of both the game of football and of the lessons of life.

Jebb Willis 74






The Beginning

The Wadena High School football program started in 1903.
The high school athletic teams’ nickname of “Indians” came
from the town’s namesake, the great Ojibwe Chief Wadena,
who lived in the later part of the 19th century.

The Great Chief Wadena
1885

In the 1980’s the Wadena and Deer Creek school districts merged and the new WDC athletic teams’
nickname was changed to the “Wolverines.”

The pages that follow are about the history of WHS football in the 1970’s. In addition to this
“Scrapbook” there are three separate “WHS Football Scrapbooks.” One for the 1950’s and one for
the 1960’s. The first “WHS Football Scrapbook”, released in the fall of 2022, covers the first five
decades, from 1900-1949.

Rosters, records, team, and individual achievements are provided where possible. Accuracy has
been a goal but cannot be guaranteed. Feedback to provide missing information, or to point out
inaccurate information, is encouraged. Old memorabilia including team and individual player photos
would also be appreciated.

My primary sources of information have been from the Wadena County Historical Society as well as
from the scrapbooks of former coaches and players.

You may contact me at: jebbwillis1955@gmail.com



mailto:jebbwillis1955@gmail.com
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1970-1980

-
WHS
Season Records
Fall of | Won | Lost | Tied | Coach Mid-State Conference Record
All-Conference Honors
Mid-State 5-1-0
1970 8 1 0 Bob Larson, Mark Vierkant, Steve Young, Scott Nelson,
Curt Wussow
Mid-State 3-3-0
1971 S 4 0 Phil Uselman, David Larson
C .
Mid-State 2-3-1
1972 2 5 2 O Kevin Tabery, Tom Young, Jon Johnson
Mid-State 3-3-0
1973 6 3 0 N | Ken Tabery, Galen Bayer, Mark Beckel
Mid-State 3-3-0
1974 6 3 0 Z Gerald Stover, Dean Vierkant, Jeff Reineccius
E | Mid-State 4-2-0
1975 7 2 0 Reg Hooten, Jim Carter, Terry Pulju, Dale Vierkant
M | mid-State 1-5-0
1976 4 S 0 | Reg Hooten, Terry Pulju
Mid-State 3-2-0
1977 4 5 0 U Jeff Browne, John Burns, Pete Beckel, Jim Andrie, Tom
Schloeder
1978 | 7 | 2 | o | O |Mid-State320
Craig Walter, Scott Skalisky, Brian Becker, Mark Freer
Mid-State 0-5-0
1979 0 9 0 Greg Carlson, Terry Nelson, Brad Willis
Mid-State 0-5-0
1980 0 9 0 Scott Wallace _
(\o\ | 49 | 48 | 2 | 1970-80 Winning Pct: 51% o

John Conzemius coached one more year, in 1981, his 315 football season. His team
finished tied for 2" in the conference at 3-2, and 5-4 overall.



1970 Season

WHS Record 8-1-0
Mid-State 5-1-0




WadenaIndians

FaceL.P.InOpener
Weekend Grid Scores

Wadena 6 Long Prairie 0

Menahga 40 Pine River 22

Villard 42 Deer Creek 0
Sebeka 8 Bagley 6

Indians Turnaway
' Vlkmgs 26-6 &

.Schmrdf qunes by Donni¢ Schmldt as he

amassed 116 vards in 27 carries

27 Times Donnie carried the ball more
_ " times in a game than anv football

(By l,aurel Walaahh - .. player at Wadena has in at least
, the Jast 5 years. His 27 carries
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Homecoming 1970

Crosby-Irontor] 14
Wadena

12
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WHS Indian Defense
StopLakers7-2

-
: tby Laurel
Waldahl)

The Wadena Indians improved
their season record to 6-1 and
there conference record to 3-1
with a hard-fought 7-2 decision
over the Detroit Lakes Lakers.

This was a ‘clash between two-
stubborn ditfenses.

o) The Indians moved the ball

fairly wellin the first half as their
ground game picked up 47 vards
in the first quarter and 64 in the
second for a halftime total of 111
yvards. Detroit Lakes could
manage only 4 yards in the first
stanza and 44 in the second for a
halftime total of 40 yards.

The leader in the ground attack.
for the Indians was Don Schmidt
as he carried- 26 times f 84
yards. NI was in the second
quarter when the Indians put
toggether 946 yard drive in 9 plays
with the quarterback Dan Sweere
racing 16 vards for the. touch-
down.

Old reliable Joe Lorenzen then
sent the pigskin in the air. The
result looked like a bank shot in
the corner pocket at 1.G's as the
football hit the right goal post and
fell over for the point.

In the second half the Laker
defense rose to new heights as the

Wadena offense could manage
ong 26 yards in the third quarter
and a mere 10 yards in the fourth
A phase of the football game
easily overlooked in highschool
came into play, the foot or punt
proved to be an important factor
in this game. The Indians and the
Lakers =both punted the ball 7
limes,

Kevin Lind hit the pigskin 6
times for the Indians and did a
very excellent job. Kevin's kicks
averaged 32 yards bul most of
them were 32 miles high giving
the Indians excellent punt
coverage. . Greg Neitzke, an
excellent kicker for Detroit
Lakes, averaged 35 yards with
one punt of 49 yards, .

Neitzke's punting in the fourth
quarter was the reason for
Detroit Lakes 2 points as when
his 49 yard punt was’ returned)
only to the 5 yard line the Detroit
Lakes defense picked up a safety
wilh 7:15 to play.

Approximately 3 minutes later
Detroit Lakes almost ac.
complished the feat again but the
Indians managed to punt out of
trouble and the game ended near
the midfield stripe. :

Tonight at 7:30 the Staples
Cardinal’s will invade Indian
land in an important Mid-State
P -

13



‘WHS Indians Keep
‘Conference Title

Hopes Alive _

The defense then led by Bob
Larson, Mark Vierkant, Phil
Uselman, Curt Wussow and
others pushed Staples toward its
end zone. Steve Skalisky then put
the icing on the cake as he
tackled o Staples back in the end
zone for a safety. Steve had 10
tackles for the evening and at the
- ond was awarded by gathering in
2 points for a fine play. .

The Indians travel to Park
Rapids this Friday to take on a
rapidly improving Panther team.
The Indians must win this tough
game and hope for an Aitkin
victory over Crosbylronton for a
share in the Mid State Conference
- Title. '

14
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1971 Season

WHS Record 5-4-0
Mid-State 3-3-0
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D-L Lakers Sink
Wadena 76-8
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Penalties

No yds

Wad 20

C-1 3 25

Fumbles no lost

. Wad 1 0

C-1 . 1 1
Pass Receiving

no yds lg TD

C, 1 21 21 0

Joe 1 9 9 [}

Kickoffs

no yds ave long
(Joe) Wad 4 171 437 45
C-1 6 280 46.7 52

Kickoff Returns
no yds ave long TD

Lars 1 1 1 1 0
Carp 5 77 134 23 O
wad 6 78 13 23 0
C-I 4 63 157 21 ©
Punts

: no yds ave long
Lind 2 63 315 32

C-1 i1 30 30 30
Punt Returns ’ \

noyds ave long TD

C-1 2 10 5 10 O

Carp 1 75 75 175 1

* Bcoring ¢ R .

FFESS

Wad 7 08 8 23

C-1 8 14 6 7 35

24






1972 Season

WHS Record 2-5-2
Mid-State 2-3-1
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Season tickets for adults are
now available at $2.50 for four
games at the public schools

Published herein are the 1972
football schedules. (clip and
save)

Varsity -

Sept. 1 LLong Prairie
Sept. 8 Pelican Rapids
Sept. 15 Fergus Falls
Sept. 22 Park Rapids
Sept. 27 Little Falls

Ocltl. 6 Aitkin

Oct. 13 C-1

Oct. 20 Detroit Lakes
Oct. 27 Staples

LPIP» IPPIp

N
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Pelican Rapids
Ties Indians 14-14

The Wadena Indians and the
Pelican Rapids Vikings played a
fine football game Friaay
evening at the local grid-iron.

The Indians dominated the first
half and moved out to a 14 to 0
advantage. The Vikings put on a
charge in the 4th quarter that led
to the 14 to 14 tie.

The Indians drew first blood as
with 9:54 to go Joe Lorenzen
sailed 50 yards on the counter
play to cap a 64 yard march in
Just 4 plays. The extra point try
was no good and the Indians led 6
to 0. In the closing minutes of the
first quarter Kevin Tabery raced
14 yards for the second
touchdown. Joe Lorenzen picked
up an extra 2 points and the
Indians with 50 seconds to go in
the first half moved to a 14 to 0
lead.

The 3rd quarter proved to be
about an even match as neither
team scored. The fourth quarter
found the Vikings moving 59
yards in 5 plays. There was a 27
yard pass play from Dan Rollie to
Paul Evenson and then Bret
Emmel raced 25 yards on the
counter for a 14 to 6 score. The
conversion was no good and with
10:52 left in the game Wadena
lead 14 to 6.

Following a series of
exchanges Wadena fumbled on
their oyn 45 yard line. The
Vikings pounced on the pigskin
and from this point put together a
45 yard march in 8 plays for a
T.D. With 1:08 remaining Dan
Rollie hit Steve Toso with a 15
yard aerial and 6 points. Bret
Emmel raced around the Viking
left end for the two points and a 14
to 14 tie.

Kevin Tabery continued his
fine play as the he carried the
ball 25 times for 148 yards. Joe
Lorenzen also had a fine night
with 77 yards in 7 carries. Joe

also averaged 49 yards in 3
kickoffs. Tom Young the mean
man on defense brought down 11
Vikings and also had one assist
for a total of 12 tackles. Kevin
Tabery also gathered in 9 Vikings
and 2 assists for 11. Jon Johnson,
line man, also had a fine evening
as ‘‘big John' gathered in 7
Vikings individually and assisted
on one tackle.

This week the Indians travel to
the Otter camp at Fergus Falls.
Fergus has one of the finest
teams in ofit'areéa and will prove
to be the toughest test so far this
season. All fan support will be
appreciated b the team,
cheerleaders, and coaching staff.

Game Statistic Report

Pelican Rapids 0 0 014 14
Wadena 14 0 0 014
%

Vis. Home
First Downs 12 14
By passing 2 2
By rushing 10 12
By penalty 0 0
Number of Passes Attempted9 5
Completed 4 2
Yards gained 44 24
Touchdown passes 1 0
Passes had intercepted 0 1
Yards run back 0 0
Number of Rushing Plays 38 44
Yards gained 234 351
Yards lost 22 23
Net yards gained 212 228
Total Number Offensive
Plays 47 49
Total Offense 256 252

30



Tabery Goms 137

Behind the 32 carries for 137
yards of Kevin Tabery, the
Wadena Indians moved out in
front of the Mid-State Conference
race with a 15 to 0 victory at the
Park Rapids 1972 Homecoming.

The huge crowd, over 2,000
people, enjoyed a hard hitting
game which saw the Indian
defense allow the Panthers only a
brief stay in their territory.

Wadena played their best
defense of the year as Tom
Young, Kevin Tabery and Ken
Tabery each had 10 tackles.
Steve Boylan 9, Jon Johnson 7,
Tom Maroney 7 and Joe Lorenzen
7 to demonstrate a fine team
effort. Kevin was the work horse
on offense as he lugged the
pigskin 32 out of possible 45

attempts.
The first quarter was
xnnﬂm.aﬁulm_lndm

WHS Indians Trip
Park Raplds 15-0

chalked up 42 yards to P.R.'s 10
yards Then with 3:26 to go in the
first half after a 4th down punt
attempt was fumbled Kevin on
the Indian's first play from
scrimmage rambled 15 yards to
paydirt. Joe Lorenzen kicked the
ball square through the uprights
and the halftime resulted ina 7 to
0 advantage for the Indians.

In the 3rd quarter after a
fumble recovery by Tom Young
the Indians started a 63 yard
march.

Kevin capped the driver on the
8th play with a three-yard run.
The kick was blocked and with
4:14 to go in the 3rd quarter the
scoreboard read Indians 13 Park
Rapids zip.

Then with just 33 seconds left
the Indians pushed Park back
toward their goal line and at this
point “‘Big Jon Johnson"' fell on
little Tom Grimes for 2 points in
the end zone. This was the final
tally of the evening and the
Indians _came away with a

satisfying 15 to 0 victory
This week is 1972 homecomi
and the Indians will try

Falls Flyers hit Wadena.
The Flyers come from a fr

and this promises to be a fi

Mid-State battle Friday at 7:
p.m.

“Ground the Flyers” as the Littl

conference victory over Aitki

First Downs
By passing
By rushing
By penalty

Number of Passes
Attempted

Completed

Yards gained
Touchdown passes
Passes had intercepted
Yards run back

Yards gained
Yards lost
Net yards gained

Plays
Total Offense
Total Offense

Number of Punts

Yardage

Average

Blocked ;
’

Punts Returned

Yards run back

Number of Kick-offs
Yardage
Average

Kick-offs Returned
Yards run back

Fumbles
Fumbles lost

Penalties
Yards lost

Scoring: Kevin Tabery

run kick blocked

Number of Rushing Plays

Total Number Offensive

-
=
=

RN ]

o
N
O N-

22 16
32 45
132 186
26 3
106 183
50 51
158 190
158 190
3 8
61 260

30.3 325
0 0

15 yard

run Joe Lorenzen kick-good
safety Jon Johnson Kevin 3 yard
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Indlans Deflate
13-0

LF Flyers

Tabery Gains 161

The Wadena Indians proved
their homecoming slogan was
factual as they brought down the
Little Falls Flyers 13 to 0 for their
second conference win.

For the second week in a row
the defense besides not allowing a
point did not let the opposi
team anywhere near the goa
line.

Tom “Rug'" Young, a few
fellows from Little. Falls know
him quite well now, led the attack
with 12 individual tackles and 3
assists for 15 points.

Kevin Tabery besides 161 yards

Tabery agajn scored on a 16 yard
burst leaving many Flyers lying
in his wake. Kevin carried the
ball 32 times as he ran up a total
of 161 yards, his best as a
halfback. Joe kicked the point
and with only 5:24 to go the
Indians put away their second
straight Mid-State victory.

This week the Indians will
travel to Aitkin. The Gobblers are
a fine football team. They have
beaten Staples, lost to Little Falls
and tied powerful Detroit Lakes.
The Indians will need another
strong effort. All support will be
appreciated.

Game Statistic Report

Theme Is “Ground the Flyers”

X X X
O O O
O

Game Statistic Report

Little Falls 00000
Wadena 6 0 0 713
LF. W.
First Downs 911
By Passing 51
By rushing 410
By penalty 00
Number of Passes
Attempted 16 3
Completed” 6 1
Yards gained 72 18
Touchdown passes 00
Passes had intercepted 40
Yards run back 2 0
Number of Rushing Plays 29 51
Yards Fained 93 221
Yards lost 10 13
Net yards gained 83 208
Total Number Offensive
Plays 45 54
Total Offense 156 228
Number of Punts 3 4
Yardage 113 108
Average 8 27
- Blocked 00
Punts Returned 23
Yards run back ‘14 38
Number of Kick-offs 13
Yardage 25125
Ayerage % 4%
Kick-offs Returned 31
Yards run back 52 5
Fumbles 10
Fumbles lost 10
g -4 :
'

T
g\f
i

g
82

'amd his huge frame over the

Kevin Tabery besides 161 yards
gained rushing also gathered in
nine Flyers and two assists for 11
points in  the tackling
department

Mean Steve Boylan picked up 9
points. Tom Maroney 5, Tim
Currie 6, Joe Lorenzen 4, Ken
Tabery 5, Galen Bayer 4, Jon
Johnson 4, Dan Sartell 5, Jeff
Dovenmuehle 5 and. »Bob
Brummer 2 all played a fine
defensive game.

Jeff Dovenmuehle for the
second week in a row intercepted
2 passes. He leads the Indians in
this department with 5.

Dan Sartell and Joe Lorenzen
also grabbed the aerials from
Little Falls for a grand team total
of 4 interceptions for the evening.

The Flyers fumbled once and
Ken Tabery immediately
covered it.

The Indians scored their first
touchdown with 6:12 to go in the
first . quarter as Jake Beckel
engineered a 65 yard drive in 12
plays. Kevin capped the drive
with a 6-yard touchdown run.
Joe's kick was missed and the
Indians made the 6-point
advantage stand in the first half.

In the fourth quarter Little
Falls' back Jerry Shimek-"
fumbled and when Ken Tabery

in it was hopeless for any
r player to try to recover the
ball.

From this point the Indians
proved 25 yards in b piays. Keviu
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* amed On WCCO Team of Week

3 Wadena Gridders Named
To Mid-State All-Conference
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College Football
and Other Items of Interest

Wadena Prep Star
Honored at Banquet

Athletes who participated on
fuotball or cross country teams at
- Golden Valley Lutheran College
will be honored at the annual fall
Athletic Banquet, Wednesday,
November 17, at 6:30 p.m.

Among the athletes being
honored at the banquet
November 17 will be Scott
Knutson of Wadena, member of
the 1971 football team.

Schmit Member
of St. John U
Foothall Team

COLLEGEVILLE, Minn. --
Paul Schmit, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Edward Schmit and a 1970
graduate of Wadena High School,
is a member of the football team
at St. John's University, here.

St. John's, coached by John
Gagliardi, tied for second place
in the Minnesota Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (MIAC) last
season with a 5-2 record. The
team had a 6-3 overall record.
Gagliardi, in 22 years of
coaching. has compiled a 133-48-5
record to rank fourth in winning

P IR ST | asee—
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Larson Groomed To | Become Mlddl

Linebacker On MSC Dragon Squad

MOORHEAD, Minn. (Oct. 23,
1972) — When current Moorhead
State College middle linebacker
Robin Abraham completes his
eligibility this fall, Dragon head
coach Ross Fortier won't have to
look long for a replacement.

Bob Larson, a 6-0, 205-pound
sophomore at Moorhead State, is
being groomed to replace
Abraham. A 1971 graduate of
Wadena, Larson has seen limited
varsity duty this fall behind
Abraham and has impressed the
Dragon coaching staff.

“Bob’s got excellent potential,
and he’ll have a bright future at
Moorhead State. He works very
hard to improve himself, and his
technique is much better than
earlier in the season."”

‘“‘We moved Bob from
defensive end to linebacker, and
it takes time to make the
adjustment. He works hard to
improve himself - he's got
tremendous dedication,’’ Fortier
added.

Larson was used as an
offensive and defensive tackle in
high school for head coach John
Conzemius, an ex-Dragon. He
was named to the Mid-State All-
Conference squad as a senior.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. William
Larson, Bob competed in
basketball and track in addition
to football in high school.

Moorhead State

College
whipped Southwest State College
310 last weekend at Moorhead,
running its seasonal mark to 5-2
and its Northern Intercollegiate
Conference record to 2-1.

The Dragons face a major test

this Saturday (Oct. 28) at
Houghton, Mich. against
Michigan Tech University. Tech
is currently tied with Minnesota-
Morris for first place in the NIC
with a 3-0 mark.

1]
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ANDERSON BOYS-bike to a family reunion at Milaca, Saturday.
Mark and Greg Anderson, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Don Anderson ol
Wadena, set out Aug. 19, and biked 107 miles to attend a family
reunion at Milaca. The duo made the trip in 14 hours, Quite a fete
(feet)! (Photo contributed)
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1973 Season

WHS Record 6-3-0
Mid-State 3-3-0
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‘The 1973 Mid-State Conference football race, league coach-
es predict, will be a four-way battle.

Schools drawing mentlon as favorites include defending
champion Detroit Lakes, perennial titlist Crosby-Ironton,
Altkin and Liutle Falls.

After an opening 6-6 tie with Altkin last year, Detroit
Lakes reeled off five stralght victories to claim Its first
clear-cut Mid-State grid title since it joined the conference
in 1969-70. (Detroit Lahes and Wadena shared the crown with
§-1 records in 1969.)

The Laker championship of 1973 ended a two-year relign
of coach John Davies' Crosby-Ironton clubs.

Coaches around the league mention both Detroft Lakes and
C-1 in the title picture, but also feel that Littfe Falls aud
Aitkin -- who had junior dominated teams last fall - - will be
in the thick of the race.

A summary of cach of the seven Mid-State schools and how
the coaches see the 1973 scason follows (records in paren-
thesis are for 1972):

AITKIN (4-1-1 in conference and 5-2-2 overall)

While coach Harlon Bulsman lost eight offensive starters,
he has 13 lettermen back, including all-conference players
Greg Paulson and Pat Sullivan. Paulson, a haltback, and Sul-
Livan, o quarterback, are Aitkin's co-captains for 1973 and were
the only juniors ‘named to the all-conference team last fall.

“Our attitude has picked up as a result of last year and we
hope to be fighting for the conference title," Buisman says.

Other returning  letter winners are end Keith Knutson,
tackle Dave Rom, halfback Ed Il el, halack Paul Hoge,
halfbach Ken Torgerson, guard M Swanson, end Terry
DeSutter, guard Wayne Appel, guard Larcy Goble, fullback
Rtock LaBounty and tackle Mark Lucck,

CROSBY-IRONTON (4-2 in conference and 4-5 overall)

John Davies, who has directed the Rangers to one success-
ful football scason after another during his years at C-l,
says Detroit Lakes **was the best team in the league In 1972
and 1s the best in 1973 until some other team proves diffor-
ently

“*Aitkin has its blue chip athletes returning and Little Falls
is going to be tough,"” Davies adds as he secks to place
his squad back on top the,Mid-State standings.

Crosby-Ironton also has 13 lettermen, including quarter-
back Tom Bedard, halfback Jeff Stueck, tackle Ron Licdman,
guard Dave Dusbabek, tackle Dave Anderson, flanker Bob
Rocea, halfack Jim Koop, linebacker Mike Perpich, halfack
Mike Davies, halfback Mike Huesman, guard Jack Hales, end
Greg Hall and end Paul Vranish.

DETROIT LAKES (5-0-1 in conference and 6-3-1 overall)
Marv Kostelecky, beginning his third year as head coach
of the Lakers, feels the Mid-State rage will be a three-way
affair

“I'd say that Crosby-lronton and Little Falls have to be
favored, with Aitkin right in there,'" Kostelecky states. *All
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Mark Komula and Randy
Pudas two Indians in the
secondary led in tackles with 9
each. Reggie Hooten had 8 and
Galen Bayer 7 as Park Rapids
rushed for 203 yards and passed
for 141 yards. Gerald Stover
picked up 105 yards in 27 carries,
Mark Beckel had 46 in 7 carries
and Roger Olson 39 in 9 carries.
The leading rusher in the game
was Steve Pachel of Park Rapids
with 153 yards in 18 carries.

This week the Indians travel to
Little Falls for a tough affalr.
The Flyers have one of the best
football teams in the Mid-State
and the Indians bid for their 4th
victory will not be easy.

Quarters Tot.
Wadena 8
Park Rapids 16

First Downs 1
By Rush 1
By Passing 0
By Penalty

1
No. of Pass Att. 7
Com. 2
Yards Gain 2
TD's 0
Had Intercepted 2
Yards Runback 1

No. of Rushes
Gained

Lost

Net

Total Plays
T

__ .
| —
crmtald daad® B&

2 288z .
g BuBa

Total Offense 191 344
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There were many heroes in this
game. Ken Tabery, Reggie
Hooten, Tim Montan, Tom
Hockert, Randy Pudas, Mark
Beckel, Jeff Reineccius, Galen
Bayer on the defensive side;
Mark Komula, Dale Vierkant,
Dennis Frost, Roger Olson Randy
Pudas and others on offensive.
But there were 9 seniors playing
their last home game. Captain
Ken Tabery 7 tackles and team
leader, Mark Beckel 8 tackles,
fine blocker - all year, Randy
Pudas ‘9 tackles' fine defensive
back Olson came in and punted
very well when Roger was in-
jured, Galen Bayer 12 tackles
fine running and very good
defensive player, Tom Hockert 7
tackles a player that can go both
ways offensive and defense, Tim
Montan 7 tackles the same as
Tom a steady big lineman. Tom
Hamerlinck, one of the finest
kickers in the area 7 for 8 and 47
yard average on kickoffs. Mike
Wynn the center the type of
player you never hear about
unless he makes a bad snap back
to the kicker. He has been ex-
cellent all year. Jeff Crocker, a
player that allhoufh he does not
play much is equally as valuable
to the team because of always
being there and if you know Jeff
then you know his enthusiastic
attitude. This Friday these 9
players will tackle the Staples
Cardinals, a game that is always
hard played because of tf‘l’e
rivalry. All support will be ap-
preciated.

Wadena 6 Detroit Lakes 0

Ist 2nd 3rd 4th T

Scoring:
Wadena
Detroit Lakes

First Downs

Total
Rush
Pass
Penalty

No. of Rushes
Gained

Lost

Net

No. of Passes
Com

Percent

Yds

TD's
Intercepted
Yards Run Back

Total Plays
Total Yards
Penalties
Yards
Fumbles
Lost

0006 6
00000
Wad D.L.
10 7

8 6

01

20

46 30
134 137

21 22
113 115

7 12

2 8

29 42

4 3

0 0

1 1

1 15

53 42
109 118

2 6

30 50

3 3

2 1
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Mid-State All-Conference
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College Football
and Other Items of Interest
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1974 Season

WHS Record 6-3-0
Mid-State 3-3-0
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Indians scuttle PR

Vikings 32-8

Wadena scored in every
quarter in an impressive 32-8
victory over Pelican Rapids in
the Indians' 1974 grid home
opener Friday night,

Coach John Conzemius' In-
dians took the opening kickoff
and marched 66 yards to paydirt.
The Wadena touchdown came on
quarterback Roger Olson's 13-
vard aerial to fullback Reggie

~Hooten, a sophomore on the
Wadena  varsity. John
Hamerlinck kicked the extra

poin & a 7-0 lead.

The Indians then climaxed a
second quarter 80-yard drive
when Dale Vierkant scored from
the two and a 13-0 lead. Three
minutes later Gary Skalman,
Wadena halfback, scampered 10
yards for the Indians' 19-0 margin
at halftime.

Senior halfback Gerald Stover
tallied the fourth Wadena touch-_
down in the third period of playdo
cap a 52-yard drive. The march:
was highlighted by Olson's 39-
yard pass to Mark Komula.

““-‘!‘.

Wadena's final TD came in the
final quarter of pla\ on a two-
yard run and Hamerlinek's kick
gave the Indians 32 points.
Pelican . Rapids--scored with
three minutes remaining in the
non-conference game when

Kevin Soberg drove in from the

two-yard line. Soberg then ran
for the extra points.

Wadena led in first downs 23 to
Pelican’s 7. The Indians 'had a
total of 70 offensive plays to the
Vikings' 42. Wadena gained a net
vardage of 301 to Pelican’s 128.

Wadena's first TD of 66 yards
was accomplished in 13 plays;
the second covering 80 yards in 12
plays; the third, 28 yards in 5
plays, the fourth of 52 yards. in
five plays, and the final of 50
vards in nine plays.

Pelican’s TD covering 50 vards
took nine plays.

KWAD radio broadcasts many.

of the area hmtlnll games v.wh
Friday.

Quarters’ Ist 2nd 3rd 4th T
Wadena 712 6 T30

Pelican 0O 0 0 8 8

1l | Y |
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Carr,es for Wadena Gerald Stover (No. 33) Wadena Indian halfback,
carries for a touchdown against the ‘invading

Pelican Rapids Vikings in the third quarter of play
Friday night. His TD capped a 52 yard drive.
Indians triumphed 32 8. (P.J. Sports Photo)

Total Offensive Plays 70 42
Yards Cg72 144
Ave. Per Play 5.3 3.4

Drivé Proficiency ik
Ist half , 66 14
2nd Half 1-2 14
Total .. 7-8 2.8
Percent #7.5 25

No. of Punts s 1 4
Yards 32 148,
Ave. 32 37,
Blocked 0 0

Punts Returned - 31
Yards 32 10

' No.of Kickoffs 6 2
Yards - 249 78
Ave, : 415 39
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Park Rapids Panthers dealt the
Wadena Indians their first loss of
the current football season
Friday nightin a Mid-State battle
on the Panthers' gridiron, 13.7.

It vaulted Park Rapids into a
tie with Detroit Lakes for the

0 records and the Lakers host
Wadena Friday night at 7:30.
As Wadena Coach John Con-
zemius said following the game,
“Both clubs had two op-
portunities to score, the Panthers
made it on two occasions and the
Indians only once.” i
The Indians took an early 7-0

lead when fullback Dale Vierkant.

on a two-yard run scored in the
econd quarter of play Friday
ight against the Homecoming
anthers”  John Hamerlinck

icked the extra point and
‘fadena held a 7-0 lead.

Mid-State conference lead with 3-

Park Rapids rall
tips Indians 13-7

Park Rapids retaliated in the
third quarter when Panther
quarterback Roger Day hit Jay
Pilkey in the end zone to com-
plete an eight-yard pass. Mark

. Kotowski then kicked the extra

point for a 7-7 score.

The Panthers broke the 7-7
deadlock in the final period when
senior halfback Rick Benham
drove in from the one for the
victory clinching TD.

Carrying the defensive load for
the Panthers was Duane
Sutherland who was in on 23
tackles, according to coach Andy
McCarty. The game ended with
the Indians threatening to score
as they reached the Park Rapids’

-eight yard line as time expired.

‘Wadena totaled 190 on offense
to the Panthers' 185 yards. The
Indians gained 12 first down to
Park™ Rapids' 10.

First Downs W PR
No. 12 10
Rush 10 4
Pass 1 1
Penalty 10
No. of Passes AlL, 113
Com - 3 2
Percent 36 67
Yards 8 27
TD Passes - 0 1
Pass Had Intercepted 0o
No. of Rushing Plays 54038
Yards Gained 163 153
Yards Lost 36013
Net ) 127 140
Yards Per Play 24 37
Total Offensive Playvs 65 41
Total Yards ' 175 167
Yards Per Play 2.7 41
Penalties ’ () I
Yards 20
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Wadena halfback Gerald Stover (No. 30) gets a
Gefs QOOd ga‘n ' good gain against Park Rapids in the first quarter

of Friday's_!\_-‘\id-Stafe conference battle on the
Panther gridiron, The first quarter ended a
scoreless tie, 0-0. (P.J. Sports Phaoto)

wasurs by

Wadena fullback Dean Vierkant (No. 42) scored the
lndians score Indians’ first touchdown on a two-yard run in the
) second quarter of play against the Homecoming
Park Rapids Panthers. "Shown here is a host of
Panther defenders who were unable -to keep
Vierkant from crossing the goal line. Hamerlinck
kicked the extra point and Wadena led at halftime,

7-0. {(P.J. Sports Photo)
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L-F Flyers shutout
Indians, 12-0

- Wi

Little Falls used ball control The Flyers evened their Mid-
| and a tight defense to stymie the - Stale conference record at 2-2
Wadena homecoming Indians while the Indians are now 1-3 on
Friday night, 12-0, before a crowd  the season.
of chilled fans.

The stubborn Flyers domina ted

P T ey S
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from the 10 to complete a 48-yard
drive and Hamerlinck kicking the
extra point to make it 32-0 after
three quarlers,

Jeff. Wynn broke away in the
final quarter dashing 61 yards for
a touchdown and Hamerlinck's
placekick again was true making
it 39-0. . A

Staples droye 71 yards against

- Wadena reserves, Mark. . Craft
scoring from the one-yard line,
Mike Thelen kicked the extra
point and got dnother-orie shortly
thereafter as a Wadena fumble
was recovered at its 26 and frosh™

uarterback Mark Redemske
three from there to Curt Johnson
for the touchdown.

* Wadena ended with 324 total
vards and Staples 146.

The Indians are at Aitkin in the
final grid game of the 1974 season
Friday night. Yo N

Wadena  Quarterback Roger
Olson in guiding the Indians over
Staples ran for 65 yards. passed
for 114 yards -including three
touchdowns. .. * .

His TD passes were 15, 22 an
53 yards. Olson ¢ompleted six of
eight J)usses for 75 percent. . He

scored one Wadena touchdown on
- a 10-vard run and pounced punted
once for . 42 - vards.
First Downs W Staples
No. - S s O
Rush R (-3
Pass ! 11
Penalty . 01
No. of Passes 81
. Completed ; 6 2
Percent ' <718
Yards . - ) 1450
TD's 31
Had Intercepted G 01
Yards Returned 0.0
No. of Rushés . 47 4
Yards Gained . E 4115
Yards Lost a ey 19
Net - 220 96
Ave, play ‘4728
Total Plays % 5545
Yards. - T 3 e
i Ave, play’. : 6.1°3.2.




.'I'l':lirlli

L, ey St
L SRS o £

Wadena gridders -
ks bonorod |

Three Wadena Indian football players were
honored in being named to the 1972 Mid-State All-
Conference squad recently. Pictured with their
coach John Conzemius at the senior high are all-
conference selections Gerald - Stover, Jeff
Reineccius and Dean Vierkant, All three gridders
are seniors. (P.J. Sports Photo)

AKA “JUICE”
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College Football
and Other Items of Interest
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1975 Season

WHS Record 7-2-0
Mid-State 4-2-0
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Area grid scores

Wadena 19
Parkers 8
Sebeka 16
Deer Creek 36
Henning 12
Perham 22
Staples 22
Park Rapids 20
Verndale 22.
Eagle Bend 20
L. Falls 30
Walker 18

Breckenridge 12
Battle Lake 6
Bertha-H. 0
Wrenshall 6
Menahga 0

. Frazeeb
Detroit Lakes 21
Aitkin 0
N.Y.Mills 6
Clarissa 14

C-10

Pine River 12
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(PR cont.)

Net 146 258
Total Plays 50 63
Total Offense 189 392
No of Penalties 6 4
Yards 40 30
No of Punts 41
Yards 123 31
Ave. . 31 31
Punt Returns 11
Yards 5 30
Ave. 5 30,
No of Kickoffs 2 7
Yards 54 317
Ave. 27 45.3
Kickoff Returns 7 2
Yards 59 6
Ave. 23 3
Fumbles 2 2
Lost 20
Drive Proficiency

1st Half 1-5 5-7
Percent 20 71
2nd Half 5-7 4-5
Percent 71 80
Total 6-12 9-12
Percent 50 75

First "Quarter Park Rapids
(2:32) 81 yards, 6 plays to
screen pass Day to Quin 58
yards Annette kick good.

2nd quarter Park Rapids
(9:44) 80 yards 10 plays TD 19
yard run by Bill Anderson
Annette kick good. Park
Rapids (:39) 42 yards 9 plays
field goal 23 yards by Annette.

Third Quarter Park Rapids
(5:19) 60 yards 9 plays 2 yard
TD by Day kick no good. Park
Rapids 15 yards 4 plays 24 yard
field goal by Annette.

Fourth Quarter Wadena
(9:50) 59 yards 11 plays TD
Condiff 2 yards Hamerlinck
kick good. Park Rapids (6:53)
53 yards 11 plays TD Day 1
yard Annette kick good.

.rea gridders
ramed to Team
of Week honors
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Coach John Conzemius'
Indians recuperated quick
from a 33-7 shellacking a
minislered a week ago by the
Park Rapids Panthers to sink
the invading Detroit Lakes

Lakers, 34-7, before a happy -

homecoming crowd Friday
night,

Scoring 14 points in each of
the first and final quarters and
.matching the Lakers’ lone TD
in the second, Wadena
dominated play throughout the
cofitest. The Indians are now 2-
1 in conference play and
Detroit Lakes has a 2-2 mark.

Senior quarterback Mark
Condiff sgored four of the In-
dians® five touchdowns, with
halfiback Dale Vierkant
opening the scoring on a five-
yard run in the first period at
7:21. Vierkant finished the
night with 181 yards rushing
and Condiff with 99 yards.

Reggie Hooten and Ronald
Olson were sidelined with
injuries and did nol see action
against the Lakers.

Wadena senior haliback Dale Vierkant (42) made a
good gain against a host of Detroit Lakes Lakers
Friday night in the third quarter of the Indians’
homecoming battle. Vierkant was the leading
indian rusher with a total of 181 yards. Wadena
stopped the Lakers, 34-6. (P.). Sports Photo)

Wadena in 34-6
homecoming win

The Indians marched 67
yards with the opening kickoff
to start their bid for a
homecoming win. Wadena
gained a 14-point advantage
when Lhe Indian defense forced
a Laker punt midway through
the first quarter. The Indians
then marched 52 yards with
quarterback Condiff going over
from the one at 1:09.

Detroit Lakes jumped back
in contention in the early going
of the second quarier as the
Lakers marched 61 yards
mainly on the passing of

uarterback Jefl Hanson.

regg Johnson then scored
from the one but the point after
kick failed and Wadena led, 14 -
6.

Condiff’s second TD came

st prior to halftime to give
ocal fans a 20-6 halitime ad-
vantage to crow about.

Neither team scored in the
third period but Wadena’s
Condiff one-yard plunge gave

the Indians a 266 lead. John
Hamerlinck's kick for PAT
was {rue and Wadena enjoyed
a 27-6 margin. The Indians in
seven plays carried for 65
yards and the TD.

Wadena's final drive covered
51 yards in 10 phlm with
Condiff scampering final
six yards lo pay dirt. Again,
Hamerhnck , after the first and
second Wadena touchdowns,
mrecessfully kicked the extra
ﬁ(iint at 1:44 p.m. giving the

ians a 34-6 win.

Wadena rushed for 395 yards
and passed for 12 more for a
grand total of 407 points
against Detroit Lakes. The
Lakers [inished with a totgl of
145 yards.

Hanson of the Lakers picked
up 127 yards passing by con-
necting on 11 of 27 passes. The
Lakers managed only 23 vards
on the ground against
Wadena's improved defense,

Wadena travels o Little
Falls to face the conference
leading Flyers Friday al 7:30

Detroit Lakes 0 6 0 06
Wadena 14 6 0 14-34
W - Vierkant S run
(Hamerlinck kick)

W - Condiff 1 run (Hamerlinck
kick)

DL - Johnson | run (run failed)
W - Condiff 2 run (kick failed)
W - Condiff 1 run (Hamerlinck
kick)

W - Condiff 6 run (Hamerlinck
kick) : '

W DL
First Downs 21 8
By Rush 19 4
By Pass 1 4
By Penalty 10
No. of Rushes 66 14
Gained 398 47
Lost -2-24
Net 39 23
No. of Passes 627
Completed 11
Percent . 17 41
Yards 12122
Had Intercepted 1 2
Yards Returned 010
Total Plays 72 41
Total Yards 408 145
No. of Penalties 45
Yards 30 45
No. of Punts 2 6
Yards ' 60 203
Ave. 30 34
Punt Returns 0 2
Yards 012
Ave, 0 6
No.of kickolfs 6 2
Yards 271 90
Ave. 45 45
Kick off returns 2 6
Yards 25 106
Ave. 125 18
-Fumbles . K|
Lost 1 0
Drive Proficiency
1st half 6-7 1-3
Percent 86 33
2nd half 56 0-5
Percent 83 0
Total 11-13 18
Percent 8512.5
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Flyers nip Wadena
indefensive battle

‘dTha Little uf;al‘i,s Flye?'
c over adena In-
dat%g‘?‘lda was llmﬂtar to
Char berg's flight over
the Atlantic. The Indian team
much like the Atlantic Ocean
Et up a fierce fight before

ing conquered.

Everyone remembers that
“Lucky Lindy' made it.
Everyone will remember that

Little Falls won 6-0. Almost
everyone will forget the
courageous battle the ocean
and Mother Nature gave the
Spirit of St. Louis.

Almost everyone will forget
the spirit that the Indians put
forth, before losing 6 to 0.
Forgotten will be Dale
Vierkant's 109 yards of hard
rushing, lo‘rgottzn will be the

=

48
USSR 2

Areq grid scores

Little Falls 6 Wadena 0
Staples 28 CI12
Pk. Rapids 28 Det. Lakes 6
Deer Creek 28 Brandon 6
BattleLake32' N.Y.Millsi18
Verndale 12 Parkers 0
Henning 12 Sebeka 6 (OT)
Bertha-H. 32 Menahga 7
Bemidji 49 Aitkin 14
Clarissa 14 Grey Eagleé

Mid-State conf

WL
Park Rapids 4 1
LittleFa 31
Wadena 2 2
‘Su:ﬂnes 2 2
Al 2 2
Detroit Lakes g ‘3.

Crosby-Ironton .

hard blocking of Jim Carter,
Bob N%{buerg, Bud Engstrom,
Terry Pulju and others.

Forgotten will be the great
team effort at the end of the
first half as the Indians held off
on a fine goal line stand to

eserve a 0-0 halftime score.
b;:rgot.t.m;I will be u}e l4b!ac§llea

Reg Hooten, nine by ,Jim
Carter and eight wﬁf Terry
Pulju. Forgotten be the
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15t downs I WA
11 10

Rushing 10 9
Passes 1 0
Penalties ¢ 01
No. of rushes 52 38
" Yards gained 229 234
Yards lost -7 -11
Net 222223
No. of passes 5 7
Completed 2 1
Percent 40 14
Yards 38 3
touchdowns 10
Had intercepted 00
Total plays 57 45
Total yards 258 226
No. of penalties 3 12
Yards 45 20
No. of punts 3 4
Yards 68 149
Average 29 37
Punts returned. 1 2
Yards 8 4
Average 8 2
No. of kick offs 3 3
Yards 125 121
Average 42 40
. No. kickoff returns 3 12
Yards 43 34
Average 14 17
Fumbles 6 2
Lost 3 2
Muffs 01
Lost 01
Total 6 3
Lost 3 3
Drive proficiency 1st half
Wadena 4 over 7
Aitkin 3 over 7

Percentages 57 Wadena

43 Aitkin

2nd half 6 over 8 Wadena
1over 4 Altkin
Percentages 75 Wadena

Aitkin scored in the third
quarter when Mike Nent] went
in from the one giving the
Gobblers a 12-0 advantage.

Nentl's TD cag)ed a 48-yard -

drive as he gain
the night.

Wadena coaching staft
praised the entire team for
their winning effort against
Altkin. Coach Conzemius cited
Terry Pulju who had 15 tackles
and . offensive guard Jim
Carter. Dale Vierkant had nine
tackles while Danny Kupfer,

Hooten and Keith Tabery
each had six."

Wadena finished with a total
yardage of 258 to the Gobblers’
228,
Eighteen seniors seeing final

action with the varsity were
Ron Olson (injured and
sidelined in the Park Rapids
game), Bob Skalman, Nick
Lundquist, Bob N , Curt
Leese , Jerry Hertel, Steve
Hepokoski, Chuck Heins, John
'Hamerlinck, Duane Engstrom,
Doug Houle, Dave Folkestad,
Jim Pilgrim, Steve Wallgren,
Jim Carter, Jeff Wynn, Dale
Vierkant and Mark Condiff.

111 yards on
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deon_cﬁl' :
all-conference
gridders

Wadena’s

ali-conference

team members

assemble. They are (rear, I. to r.) seniors Dale
Vierkant and Jim Carter; (front L. to r.) juniors

Reg Hooten and Terry Pulju.

Four Wadena gridders were
named to ‘the all-conference
team of the Mid-State con-
ference at a coaches’ meeting
in Staples, Nov. 5.

Those chosen for the 22-
member team were James
Carter and Dale Vierkant,
seniors, and Reg Hooten and
Terry Pulju, juniors.

Wadena players receiving

honorable mention were Mark
Condiff, Duane Engstrom and
Steve Wallgren,

The following is the list of the
complete team.

Wadena:

Dale Vierkant
James Carter
Terry Pulju
Reg Hooten

Emob

rown to learn
vil dofonse
codures

ent Brown, Wadena, a

ppointed civil defense

ill attend a St. Cloud
Nov. 11 - 13.

:e of the workshop

t new civil defense

nracedures and

Corrections -

board meets .

Thé Community Corrections
Advisory beard will meet at
6:15 p.m. Monday in the
Wadena county courthouse,
followed by a 6:30 p.m.
meeting of the administrative
subcommittee.

Park Rapids:

Duane Southerland

Bo Bajenske
Roger Day
Tim Annett .
Steve Donnay

Stnplés:
Clark Dahl
Jeff Cizek

Detroit Lakes:
Mark Veronen
Casey Nolden
Jon Dahl
Aitkin:

Bill Hasskamp
Kent Paulbeck

Little Falls:
John Hanowski
Bob Olson
Gary Starr
Roger Hesch
Tom Faust
Doug Fregin

Wadena puts four
on honors team

sa gridders

amod to Team
»f Week honors

Dale Vierkan

$ D, Smermirprmgres o
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SPORTS

Indians outscore
opponents in 1975

Indians co}npned a total of

182 peints._to their opponents
m P: nine games during the
1975 season.

Wadena finished the season
with a 7-2 record and a Mid-
State conference 4-2 mark to
finish in third place.

Wadena blanked ils opening
non-conference foe, Long
Prairie, 20-0, and was shutout
.by MidState conference op-
penent Little Falls, 6-0.

The Indians’ biggest scoring
producticn was 41 points
against the Crosby-Ironton
Rangers. Park Rapids scored
the most points, 33, against the
Indians this season.

Wadena scored a total of 61
points in the fourth quarter in
1975, The Indians had a total of
46 points in the second guarter,
41in the first and 34 in the third
quarter.

The local varsity averaged
20.2 points per game to the
opponent's 12.3 points. In total
offense, Wadena averaged
278.6 yards per game while the
opposition averaged 222 yards.

Halfback Dale Vierkant was
the leading Indian rusher who
averaged 6.2 yards per carry.
He amassed 997 yards on the
season. His longest gain was a
56-yard run against Aitkin in
the final game of the season.
Dale Vierkanl's most yards
gained in one game were 181
against Detroit Lakes.

nine passes for 100 yards,
fullback Terry Pulju caught
four for 66 yards, halfback Reg
Hooten three for 105 yards,
Dale Vierkant two for 16 yards,
Ron Olson one for 25 yards and
Lauren Lundquist one for four

yards.

Nick Lundquist was credited
with four pass interceplons,
Ron Olson and Dan Kupfer two
each, Jeff Wynn, Terry Pulju
and Mark Condiff one each.

Wadena gained 100 flrst
downs by rushing, 10 by
passing and five by penalty for
a total of 115. Wadena's op-

sition had 100 first downs, 70

y rushing, 26 by passing and
four by penalty.

Terry Pulju led the Wadena
Indians in total oumber of
tackles (including assists) with
100. Reg Hooten was second
with 74, Jim Carter third with
61, Dale Vierkant fourth with
58, Duane Engstrom [ifth with
33 and Keith Tabery sixth with
37, Jerry Hertel and Nick
Lundquist were tied for

-seventh place with 30 tackles

apiece,

Wadena Coach John Con-
zemius announced the 1975
football letter winners as

-senlors Bob Nyberg, Doug

Houle, Jerry Hertel, Mark

' Condiff, Dave Folkestad, Jim

Carter, Steve Wallgren, Jeff
Wynn, Dale Vierkant, Ron

n, Bob Skalman, Nick
Lundquist, Curt Leeseberg,
Jim Pilgrim, Steve Hepokosld,
Chuck Heins, John
Hamerlinck, Duane
Engsirom; juniors Dan
Kupfer, Bill Egan, Reggie
Hooten, Terry Pulju, Don
Goetz, J.D. Lehr, Paul
Hockert, Keith Tabery, Phil
Kraemer and Lauren Lun- .

dquist.

‘Team scores:

Wadena 20 Long Prairie0
Wadena 20 Sauk Centre 14
Wadena 19 Breck. 12
Wadena 41 Cc122
Wadena 7 Park Rapids 33
Wadena 34 Detroit Lakes 6
Wadena 0 «Little Falls 6
Wadena 27 Staples 6
Wadena 14 Al 12

1976 varsity schedule:

Aug. 16: Football practice
starts. )

Sept. 3: Long Prairie, there
Sept. 10: Sauk Centre, here
Sept. 17: Breckenridge, here
Sept. 24: Park Rapids, there
Oct. 1; Little Falls, here

Oct. 8: Aitkin, there .
Oct, 15: Crosby-Ironton, here,
homecoming

Oct. 20: Detroit Lakes, there
Oct. 29: Staples, home

All games start at 7:30 pm.

"BOWL | NG,

91



College Football
and Other Items of Interest
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1976 Season

WHS Record 4-5-0
Mid-State 1-5-0

6
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Hooten has rushed for a total
of 310 yards in three games and
has averaged 5.5 yards per try.
His 69-yard touchdown gallop
against Breckenridge last
week was his longest carry of
the season. He gained 139 yards
rushing against the
Breckenridge Cowboys for the
largest net yards in one game.
Reg kicks off for the Indians
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College Football
and Other Items of Interest

Contributes to
specialty teams

Wadena native Bob Brum-
mer is a contributing member
on the specialty teams for the
Moorhead State university
(MSU) football Dragons this
fall.

A junior at MSU, the 6-1, 208
pound Brummer transferred to
Moorhead State last spring
from Anoka-Ramsey Com-

munity college. He has seen
limited duty at defensive end
as well, and is expected to be a
strong starting candidate next
year, according to defensive
coordinator Dave Olson,

“‘Bob is playing behind Craig
Lippert right now, and Lippert
is having a great senior
season,’”’ Olson explained.
“Craig's play has made it
difficult for Bob to break in, but
he has done a fine job on our
specialty teams.” |

“Bob has the quickness,
agility and size,” continued
Olson, “If he stays involved
and enthusiastic in the off-

B season, he has a good chance to

start next year as a senior.”

Moorhead State, 44 overall
and 2-3 in the Northern In-
tercollegiate Conference
(NIC), completes seasonal
play with a home game with U
Duluth (Nov. 6).
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1977 Season

WHS Record 4-5-0
Mid-State 3-2-0

Wadena Schedule:
Sept.
2: Long Prairie, here
9: Sauk Centre, away
16: Breckenridge, away
23: Morris, here

(1977 homecoming)

30: Detroit Lakes, here
Oct.
7: Park Rapids, there
14: Staples, there
21 Aitkin, here
28: C-1, here,

X X X
©OO0O
O
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Wadena suffered its first
football defeat to Long Prairie
in several years here 8-0 Fri-
day night when an LP pass in-
terception and a 31-yard return

wards
ept. 17

set of men and women's golf
clubs, will be presented at that
time.

The social hour is at 6 p.m.,
the banquet at 7, the awards
program at 8 with a dance to
follow.

The banquet is open to the

3 ’)

LP Indians top
Wadena gridders

by Jim Dinkel on the first play
of the third quarter set up the
touchdown.

Dan Bullert hit Dinkel from
the nine-yard line for the
touchdown and then he passed
to Jim Dennis for the PAT and
the LP Indians trimphed 8-0.

Coach John Conzemius’ In-
dians threatened in the waning
moments of the first half when
they carried to the Long
Prairie eight. The local In-
dians, however, had to cough
up the ball on downs. Con-
zemius said he thought it was a
well-placed non-conference
battle. s

“Long Prairie fumbled once
and Tom Stinar recovered for
Wadena; and they intercepted

one of our passes for the only
mistakes in the contest.

“Jeff Browne and John
Burns ran well for us and both
played well on defense,
Browne at safety and Burns as
inside linebacker Peter
Beckel and Tom Schloeder
were also  strong as
linebackers,”” Coach Con-
zemius said.

Wadena tallied 14 first downs
to the Long Prairie Indians'
five.

Wadena gained 177 vyards
rushing and 41 through the air
for 218 total yards to Long
Prairie's 128 total yardage

The Indians are at Sauk Cen-
tre Friday night in a non-
conference contest.
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Wadena high school ori{ecoming queen Kéﬁ:y
New

Richter accepted gracefully her crown, regal robe

. and bouquet of roses from football co-captains

Wadena following her coronation Thursday night at the

' junior high gym. Assisting here were co-captains

q.ueen Jeff Browne and John Burns.

Queen Kathy reigns

over '77 homecoming
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College Football
and Other Items of Interest
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1978 Season
WHS Record 7-2-0
Mid-State 3-2-0

)
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? CH,‘Wadéna

2B
rioneer-
[ qgumal

TD..PAT&FG..TP

scorers are:
Mark Selisker,
Crosby-Ironton 10
Craig Walter,
Wadena 8
Jon Ahles,
Detroit Lakes 5
Chris Engum,
Detroit Lakes 4
Brian Becker,
Wadena 4
Scott Santwire,
Detroit Lakes 0
Dave Schmitz,,
ParkRapids 3
Bruce Blanchard,
ParkRapids 3
Dan Pipek,
Saples 3
Jim Heuer,
Wadena 3
Kip Gauldin,
ParkRapids 3

0
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College Football
and Other Items of Interest
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1979 Season

WHS Record 0-9-0
Mid-State 0-5-0
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Park Rapids Panthers favored to
cop Mid-State grid championship

in 1978 and were second in the

Mid-State conference. Wadena
will face Aitkin Sept. 28 in the
1979 homecomlng contest.

Wadena—Entering his 29th
year as head coach of the
Wadena Indians, John Con-
zemius says his team ‘‘has a lot
of green material and it’s going
to take a while for us to get
organized.”

Lettermen back are Kent
Visher, Terry Manselle, Brad
Wwillis, James Rude, Dale
Geiser, Terry Nelson, Brad
Kern, Pat Foster, Wayne
Nelson, Roger Geiser and
Mark Stave.
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T e

school quarterback Kent Visher (12) carried for the
Wadena Indlans In the first hall against invading

Yellowjackets edge Wadena
6-0 in grid season opener

Perham's halfback Ron
Palubicki scored the only
touchdown of the game with
less than two minutes
remaining to give Perham the
victory over the Indians here
Friday night In the season
opener for both clubs.

The visiing Yellowjackets'
runningback  scored by
scampering into the corner of
the endzone after mishandling
the snup on un attempted field
goal.

The extra-point cooversion
failed but it was of little con-
sequence as Perham won 6-0.

The opening game seemed
destined for overtime as both
teams committed several
mistakes to stop potential
scoring drives. Typical first
game mistukes were
prevalent.

Perham was penalized 13
ttmes for 73 yards while losing
two fumbles, but was able to
overcome those mistukes in
their ¢9-yard scoring drive,

Wadena's offensive attack
was also plagued with the loss
of three fumbles, while the
Indians were penalized five
times for 53 yards.

o e ' et d Y : S

VISHER CARRIES FOR WADENA Wadena high Perham's Yellow]acket. In on the play Is Pat Foster

(24) and Perham’'s Cralg Neseth (63) and Trygue Thur-

mond (21).

Perham's first major scoring
drive was stopped she t by
Wadena seconds before the end
of the first half, sending both
teams off the field scoreless.

Inexperience was & big
problem for many of the In-
dians who were seeing varsity
action for the first Ume.

Two bright spots for the
Indians included the passing
game, with quarterback Kent
Visher completing four of
eight for 48 yards and Wayne
Nelson's average of almost 40
yards per punt on five kicks

The Indians wil] be an ex--

citing and improved team with
4 little more experience.

The Indiens travel to Sauk
Centre  (Sept 7)  and
Breckenridge (Sepl. 14) before
returning w Wadena for
contest with the Tigers of
Morris on Sept. 21

Parham
First downs M
Pussing 198
Pussing yurduge -]
Rushing sttempls 52
Hushing yardage 169
Total offensive plays 61
Wadena
First downs
Passing 4
Passing yardage
Rushing attempts
Rushing yardage
Total offensive plays
Pussing 11
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Mainstreeters score
30-7 win over Indians

Leading the Indlans by a
single touchdown at in-
termission 14-7, Sauk Centre's
Mainstreeters scored two
second half touchdowns to stop
invading Wadena 30-7 in a non-
conference clash Friday night

With 43 seconds remaining in
the intial period, Sauk Centre

beld a 22-7 lead going into the
final quarter. The scoring
drive covered 67 yards In five

plays.

which concluded the game's

scoring.
The Mainstreeter's touch-

night. Sauk Centre outrushed
Wadena 281 yards to 62.

Wadena gained 8 yards
through the air as Kent Visher
completed six of 11 passes.

Sauk Centre finished with 15
first downs to Wadena's nine

The Indians travel to
Breckenridge Friday for a 7:30
p.m. non-conference clash with
the Cowboys.

XXX
000

Kettler tallied his second TD
of the game when he scam-
pered nine yards to paydirt in
the final quarter. Paul Welle's
run for extra points was good

yards to the Indians’ 147 on the

down was achleved in 63 yards Sauk Cenire O
on 11 plays.
Sauk Centre executed 58 carries, . yds.
plays to Wadena's 37. The Mike Kettler 9 108
Mainstreeters had 343 total Paul Welle 19 3
Brad Welle 13 9

scored as Mike Kettler raced 46
yards on a. counter play to
paydirt. Then tailback Paul
Welle ran for the extra points
and the Mainstreeters led
Wadena 8-0.

Sauk Centre tallied again at
6:00 of the second quarter when
Paul Welle raced in from the 10
capping a 7S-yard in 10 plays.
The pass for extra points failed
and host Sauk Centre led 140,

Wadena scored its lone
touchdown of the contest at
1:41 of the second quarter when
Bucky Foster ran in from the
four yard line. Wayne Nelson’s
kick for extra point was true
and the Indians trailed 14-7 at
the half,

Centre’s fullback Brad Welle
ran 32 yards for a third period
touchdown at 9:33. The extra
points run by Paul Welle was

ood and the Mainstreeters

Breckenridge's undefeated

cowboys crossed their

homefield goal line five times

to overwhelm the visiting

Wadena Indians 32-7 Friday
t.

The Cowboys ran and passed
for 322 total yards while
holding Wadena to 173.

Breckenridge opened its
scoring attack by taking ad-
vantage of a fumbled punt on
Wadena's 32-yard line. Run-
ningback Bill Keen picked up
seven of his 137 yards on a dive
play to score the first touch-
down.

The extra-point conversion
was good and with 4:05
remaining in the first quarter
the Cowboys were on top 7-0.

Wadena showed encouraging
signs combining rushing and
w%t:: next series.

The moved the ball
to the Cowboys 14-yard line
before being stopped on fourth

down, seconds before the first
quarter end.

The Cowboys scored twice in
the second quarter on 85 and 81
yard drives, each in nine plays.

Junior quarterback Mark
Ekren connected with Dean
Cappus for a 30-yard pass play
for the second touchdown. The
kick was good and the score
was 140.

The third TD came with 1:51
remaining in the half when
Ekren again hit Cappus with a
10-yard strike for the touch-
down.

The extra-point conversion
failed and the half ended with

" Breckenridge ahead 20-0.

Breckenridge wasted no time
extending its lead in the second
half. Runningbacks Bill Keen
and Scott Anderson covered
most of the yardage when the
Cowboys went 63 yards in nine
plays.

Keen notched his second

Morris Tigers rally to
Hand Indians fourth loss

An unsuccessful preseason,
in terms of the win-loss
column, ended Friday night for
the Wadena Indlans, as the
visiting Morris Tigers beat
Wadens 30-14. . .

Wadena ended ‘it hun
conference battles with an 04
record.

The Indlans should be well
prepared for the Mid-State
Conference, however, after
playing teams who now have a
combined win-loas record of 13-
.

Steady progress has been
made in most positions and
knowledgeable observers feel
the Indians are looking much
stronger, despile losses to
excellent football tearss,

Mid-State conference teams
will now start with equal
records of 0-0 to determine the
conference champlonship. The
champion, regardless of its 9
gama record, will advance to
the state playolfs, according to
Minnesota State high school
league rules.

The Morris Tigers wasted
little Ume Friday night here
getting on the scoreboard,

Junior quarterback Steve
Schroeder passed to Matt
Johnson for the initial Louch-
down at 9:15 of the first
quarter.

The extra point sttempt
failed and the score was 6-0.

The rest of the quarter was a
scoreless, evenly phxe’-blme.

Wadena recovered a Morris
fumble in Tiger territory but
was unable to capitatize on this

scoring opportunity.
With fourth down and goal at

.the one-yard -line, A ..quar-

goalline.

Eatly in the second quarter,
however, Wadena was abls to
capltalize on a Tiger mistake.
Senlor  Wayne  Nelson
recovered a Morris fumble
near midfield and Wadeha
moved ln for the score. Half-
back Bucky Foster went over
from the two-yard line and as
Wayne Nelson added the extra
point, the Indians moved ahead
74.

Cowboys hand Wadena
32-7 defeat Friday

touchdown of the game from
16-yards out. Pat Foster broke
up the middle to block the extra
point and the score stood at 26-
0.

Breckenridge completed its
scoring with 25 seconds
remaining in the third quarter.
Anderson took the ball in from
16 yards out pushing the
Cowboys score to 32-0. Pat
Foster again blocked the
extra-point’conversion.

Wadena scored its lone
touchdown of the game with
4:59 remaining. The Indians
went 53-yards in seven plays to
score.

Quarterback Kent Visher
scrambled into the emd zone
from 20 yards out to put
Wadena on the board.

Wayne Nelson added the
extrapoint kick and the game
ended 32-7.

Despite the 32-7 score,

Wadena showed improvement
and will be a contending team
in the balanced Mid-State
conference.

Wadena plays the Morris
Tigers here Friday , a 7:30
contest. The Aitkin Gobblers
will travel to Wadena for the
annual Homecoming game
(Sept. 28) and Wadena's first
Mid-State battle.

Breckenridge Wadena

Rushing 46plays  39plays
22] yards 94 yards
Passing

69 6-16
101 yards 74 yards
Total 322yards 173 yards

Drive Proficiency 9-14 7-15
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The five candldates and their escorts posed before Thursday night's
crowd, Including Tracl Mackiem and Donald Copney, Mary Jo Schmith
and Trent Mitchell, Debble Grabrian and Jefi Walther, Diane Olson and
Paul McManigle and Tammy Uselman and Kevin Lynk.

LETTERMEN
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Wadena played one of its best
gumes of the season Friday,
but lost to an impressive Aitkin
team, 197,

The game was relntively
well-played by the Indians,
while Aitkin was able to
overcome ity mistakes in the
penalty area, pushing their
tecord to 4-1

Coach Lee Alto's eleven
contralted much of the game
wilh a dugged ball control
wlfense.

The Gobblers took the
opening Hickoll and traveled
67 yards in 11 plays lo score the
initial touchdown

Ailkin kicked the extra point

homecoming tndizns 740 at 7:08
of thé first quarter !
Wadens wis not intimidated,
however. Aided by o roughing
penaity on a 80-yard punl by
Wayne Nelson, the Indians also
scored on ity first series
Quarterback Kent Visher

and jumped ahead of the -

connected with end Brad Wtllis
and flanker Bob Pudas threw a
key block enabling Willis to
scamper to the endzone on &
38-yard pass play.

Nelson udded the extra point,
and at 3:14, the score was
knotted at 7-7.

AMter stopping Aitkin on its
next series, and a good punt
return by Bucky Foster,
Wadens started it second
serles 22-yards from e touch-
down.

The Gobblers were nble to
hold, the Indians werefarced to
punt, and the momentum
turned back to Aitkin in & key
point of the gume

At this poinl, Aitkin put
together  another  Lime-
consuming drive, teking |7
plays to cover B0 yards.

Fullback Allan Lottman
crossed Lhe goalline at 4:07 to
push Aitkin ahead 13.7. The
kick for peint, initially good,
way called back on a 15-yard

CARRIES FOR WADENA. Senlor hallback Pat Foster
{24) is shown here aa he carrled for the Indians
agalnst Aitkin In Frday's homecoming battle wiih
the Cobblers. :

Aitkin Gobblers halt- - :
homecoming Indians

holding penalty. The Gobblers
then tried for two{but were
stopped short.

A slippery field caused an
Altkin recovery of an errant
pitch on Wadena's next series.
The Gobblers Look the ball on
the 20 yurd line, but 8 Lough
and improving Wadena
defense stopped Aitkin and the
half ended 137

The only touchdown of the
second half was scored by
Adtkin on its first series in the
third quarter,

The Gobblers intercepted &
Wadena pass, and scored 81
yards and 15 plays later
Lottman scored on & crucial
4th duwn at the ooe yard line 1o
finalize the scoring. The extra
paint attempt failed.

Neither team was able to
mount & scorlng attack efter

t point

According to headcosch John
Conzemlus, Wadenn's defense
has improved greatly, while
the offense still holds potential
{or much Improvement,

Bucky Foster, Terry Nelson,
Brad Willis and Greg Carlson

led the defensive altack, each:

accounting for W or more
tackles

Altkin - Wadena

Firstdowns 1 4
Pass completions Vs 2A8
Pasa yardage 3 36
Rush. yardage 285 80
Total 268 L

First tall Wadena
quarterback club
meeting tonight

The electio.. of officers and
reports from four Wadena
coaches of fall sports will
highlight the first meeling of
the Wadena quarterback club
today (Wednesday) at 5:30
p.m. at the Uptown cafe

A Dutch treat dinner wilk be
werved al $:30 p.n.

The piogram and business
ses100 In expecied to start at
p.m.

Discussion  during the
business meeting will center oo
club meeting dates, specla]
event plannisg and mem-
bership drive.

Club meetings are toal
persons intérested in the
peomotion and advancement of
school athletic activities.

AITKIN SCORES. An afficlal sign.
man (holding onto ball) crossed t

d 8 touchdown as Allan Lott-
al line scoring Altkin's se-
cond TD at 4:07 of the sscond quarter agalnst Wadena Friday night.

Al hed 19-7 over the h

ball pley.

The Gobblers want 80 yards In 17 plays to score the go-shead

STOP GOBBLERS. A host of Wadena gridders including Wayne Nel.

son (33) and Terry Nelson (75) alded in stopping the Gobblers’ pro-

dians. The Indians are at Park erpldl Friday night In Mid-Stat fq

gress inthe 1hird quarter of Friday’s hamecoming game.

sports

Schmidt, Park
Indians 42-6 loss in Mid-State

Rapids deal

Park Rapids senior run-
ningback Dave Schmidt
covered 243 yards in just three
quarters putting victory well
out of reach for the invading
young Wadena Indians. Friday
night on the Panthers’ field.

While setting the school
record for single game
rushing, Schmidt and his
teammates celebrated their
homecoming by accounting for
428 total yards, all on the
ground.

Junior Pnnthu. quarterback
McCarty did not attempt a

pass.
The young Indjan defense
could do little to counter the
Panthers’ backfield quickness.
Wadena was also playing
without several starters.

Park Rapids scored twice in
the first and second quarters
tmplna out to a 260 halftime

d.

Schmidt accounted for all

Four-way race looms in PRC '
N P R SRR © FT S T T T R Y

four PR touchdowns on 3, 4, 7
and 4-yard plunges.

Wadena's starting offense
was unable to get on the
scoreboard in the first half.

Junior Paul Freer started his
second game as Wadena
quarterback flanked by junior
runningbacks Pat Boline and
Greg Carlson.

Bob Pudas, a junior flanker,
rounded out the backfield.

The Indians attempted to
openup 4 strong pissing game
but several key passes were

dropped by Wadena receivers.

The Panthers scored a touch-
down in the third and fourth
‘quarters while Wadena added
one in the final stanza.

Wadena's scoring drive
covered 81 yards in 13 plays
with Pat Boline carrying the
final yardage.

Linebacker Greg Carlson
again led the defensive charge.

Despite the 42-6 score, Coach
John Conzemius was happy
with the “hustle’ and team-
work of his gridders.

Wadena travels to rival
Staples for the Cardinals’
homecoming battle Friday
(Sept. 12) at 7:30 p.m. in Mid-
State conference action.
Staples and Wadena are both
winless in six games.

Stats

PR Wadena
Running plays g0 29
Rusing Ydge. 428 86

P Gissadbe
P:m-' ) a:, %
Total Ydge. 428 168
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GODES AGAINST THE CARDS. Wad

Indian Jim Johnson (65) is shown here
in actlon agalnsi Ihe Siaples Cardinals
Friday night during the third quarter.

when scoring a
lled the contaa

Wadeana took the lead 50 in the third

Homecoming Cardinals deal
Wadena 12-6 overtime loss

The Staples Cardinals scored
from the one-yard line on their
fourth play in overtime, o
defeat the Wadena Indians, in &
battle of the best rivals of this
area Friday night

Staples broke the 66
regulation time deadlock after
the Indians failed on their
overtime drive to win 124,

scoreless deadlock

Junior Bob Pudas.

Penaltes. lost fumbles and
blocked punts thwarted
Wadena's
throughout the game. The
Indlan gridders were penalized
for 60 yards in key drives, lost
three fumbles, and allowed two
punts o be blocked

scoring  threat

Alter a strong defensive hal
Wadena scored its oaly touch
down in the third quarter

Junlor quarterback Paul
Freer led an 81-yard series in
14 plays to cross the goalline

uchdown: The Cards

in the lourth quarter
and stopped Ihe Indlans In overtime
12-8 tor & hameacoming win,

Staples charged back after
the score. and covered 19 yards
in 17 plays The Cardinals
scored with 6:57 remaining in
the game The attempt to run
for two extra points fell far
short, thus forcing the over-
time

In the overtime, Wadena was.
sopped by a Cardinal fn-
terception oa its third play.

After an exchange of
penalties, Staples covered the
10 yards in the allotted four
plays (0 score the liebreaker.

Wadena's record now falls to
07, while Staples carries a 146
wark

STATS
Wadena Staples
0 [

A

The sbsence o ormer co Wadens umped shead 60 baos Copicon 310 59
caplain Wayne Nelsen has Tom Gaslin's extra-point kick R ,,’ rda “ &
placed the punting duties o0 was no good. Tu".hi;‘ = 2 L

The first hall ended in a

?Ijm p;

Wednesday, Oct. 17, 1979

Wadena
oneer:

Section B
Pages 18

Wadena native elected to
MSU Dragon hall of fame

Al Holmes and T. Edison
Smith, Wadena native, a pair
of prominent ex-Dragons who
made sizeable contributions to
the Moorhead State University
athletic legend as players and
coaches, will be enshrined in
the Dragon Hall of Fame
Saturday, (Sept. 29).

In addition, Louis Remark
and Marlowe Wegner will be
honored with distinguished
service awards as well.

The awards will be presented
at a $:30 banquet on Saturday
evening at the Holiday Inn in
Moorhead as part of the 1979
Homecoming celebration at
MSU.

The addition of Holmes and
Smith swells the list of Hall of
Fame members to 14. Previous

Wadena to battle

[ Y D R P Pt
———————

inductees include Alex “Sliv'
Nemzek (1961), Neil Wohlwend
(1961), “Jolly”" Erickson (1963,
Ernest Gates (1964), Marco
Gotta (1966), JlmGoth (1972),
Ralph Henry Smith (1973,
Elmer Johnson (1974, Horace
‘‘Hod”" Edlund (1974), Bill
Beck (1978), Roy Domek (1978
and Bucky Maughan (1978).

Wegner and Ihmnrl Iouow
Mrs. Harold ‘“‘Ma”

(1976) and Pern Canlon (IVII)
as recipients of the
Distinguished Service Award.

A native of Wadena, Dr.
Smith participated in football,
baseball and track as a student
at Moorhead State before
graduating in 1940.

A _former student-coach of
the Dragon baseball squad for
four years, Smith coached for
one year at Kasson high school

before entering the US Alr
Force. Following his discharge
he attended the University of
Minnesota and received his
master's degree. He later
added his doctorate. He
returned to Moorhead State in
1949 and served as assistant
football coach for six years and
also coached the Dragon

Il team to consecutive
championships in the Steve
Gorman League in 1965 and
1956.

He served as head golf coach
from 1956 until 1977 and cap-
tured Northern Intercollegiate
Conference (NIC) cham-
plonships in 1961, 1970, 1971,
1972 and 1977. Smith also
served three years (1966-57,
1971-78) as MSU athletic
director and chairman of the
health, physical education and
recreation department.

CARR IES FOR WADENA, Wadena quartarback Paul
Fresr {10} is shown hare In aclion Friday nighi
against tha homecoming Siaples Cardinals. In on
tha play during tha firsl half ol the conlest s

tory.

Wadena's Mark Stave (82) and Cardinals Chris H-lf-
hew (33) and Steve Johnson (84). The Cardinals lop-
pad Wadsna 12-8 in owedlime for a homecoming vie-

. 1

Four-way tie for lead
in Mid-State loop

Crosby-Ironton's  Rangers
and the Detroit Lakes Lakers
posted victories Friday night to
throw the Mid-State Con-
ference football standings into
a lour-way tie for first with two
weeks of the schedule
remalining.

The Rangers stunned Park
Rapids 14-12, Detroit Lakes
blanked Altkin 26-0 and Staples
shaded ‘Wadena 126 in over-
time tf last Friday's action.

Games this week will be
played Wednesday (Oct. 17}
because of the annual Min-
nesota Education association
convention and the tie for first
will be broken because two of
those locked in first (Aitkin and
Crosby-Ironton) will play at C-
L

Highlights of last Friday's
action follow:

Crosby-Ironton scored on a
58-yard pass play from Scott
Stanfield to Mark Kovall with
2:44 to play 85 It edged Park
Rapids. Jay Pike scored to give
Park Rapids a 6-0 lead In the
opening quarter, but the
Ranger tied It on a Stanfield-to-
Kovall pass and then got a two-
point conversion on a run by
Todd Sorensen that proved to
be a crucial play. Jeff Quinn's
11-yard run climaxed a Park
Rapids touchdown drive in the
fourth period ‘before the

Rangers rallied.

Delroit Lake scored the first
time it_had the ball, again on
the final play of the first half
and added two more touch
downs in the fourth perlod as it
snapped Altkin's Mid-State win
string. Scott Santwire ran for
two Laker touchdowns, passed
to Neil Sonnenberg for another
and Rick Melbye got the fourth
DLHS score on a run.

Staples nipped Wadenn 126
on a one-yard touchdown run in
overtime by sophomare Chris
Mayhew. Wadena drove for a
TD in the third period with
Paul Freer scorlng: but
Mayhew got the equalizing
score with three minutes left in
regulation time.

Dave Schmitz of Park
Raplds leads the individual
scoring race with 36 points
while the Lakers' Scott Sant-
wire Is second with 32. The
leading scores:

1d.pat.1p
Dave Schmitz, PR 6036
Scott Santwire, DL 5232
Al Lottmann, A 3018

School W..L
Aitkin 21
Crosby-Ironton 21
Detroit Lakes 21
Park Rapids 21
Staples 12

- #Detroit Lakes 26, Aitkin

3B
(o AT °7ouma.l

‘Wadcna
neer-

Wadena 03

Results Oct. 12:
Crosby-Ironton 14, Park
Rapids 12
Staples 12, Wadena 6 (over:
time)

Games Oct. 17:

Aitkin at Crogby-Ironton
Detroil Lakes ] Wadéna
Park Rapids at Staples

OCTOBER

Saturday, October 13, Mr. ang
miscellaneous auctlon, log|
Ballroom. Sale starts at 12:30]
lectibles, household, s

miacellaneous items.

Saturday, October 20, Harley
4 miles east of Ottertail, 2V
am.

. Nor
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The Wadena Indians
displayed their best, consistent
play of the 1970 season pnly to
see it fall short of the Crosby-
Ironton Rangers 32-21 here last
Thursday night.

Twelve Wadena senfors
ended their high school football
careers.

To be commended for their
doggedness and determination,
despite an unsuccessful season
are: Kent Visher, Pat Foster,
Dennis Llen, Dennls Reger,
Mark Stave, Dale Geiser _John
Ament, Terry Nelson, Terry
Manselle, Roger Reiser, Brad

e

LOOSE FOOTBALL. Both Robert Pudas Thursday's
(40) and C-Is quarterback Scott Stantleld at Wadena.
(10) went for the loose football In last

Willis and Dean Ellingson.
Wadena’'s total offense
equated 262 yards, 57 betler
than the Rangers.
Crosby-Ironton capitalized
on several Wadena turnovers,

which provided the winning -

margin.
C-1 opened the scoring in the
first quarter after in-

tercepting a pass that quar-
terback Kent Visher was at-
tempting to complete. Twenty-
seven yards later Sorenson
scored the touchdown and also
ran for an extra two for a 80
score at 4:08.

ey

Mid-State confere

Indians second-half rally
falls short as C-lwins

Later in the second quarter,
the. Rangers intercepted
another Visher-thrown pass.
Quarterback Steinfield hit
Covall in the endzone to cap the
17-yard drive,

The two combined for two
points conversion and the
halftime score was set at 16-0.

Crosby scored its third
touchdown before Wadena
could gajn  second-half
momentum. .

Early In the third quarter, C-
I recovered an Indian fumble
and carried it 45 yards. For
another touchdown.

~

nce game

Sorenson added two points
and it appeared the Rangers
would dominate the rest of the

. contest. .

The Indlans proved other-
wise, however. With a diver-
sified pass and running attack,
Wadena covered ¢4 yards ip 11
plays to score its initial touch-
down.

Pat Foster carried for the
final three yards and Tom
Gaslin added the extra point,

. changing the score to 24-7, with

8:35 remaining in the third
quarter.

Wadena put together another
drive early in the fourth
quarter. The Indians went 14
yards in six plays, again Pat
Foster covering the last yar-
dage. Tom Gaslin adding the
kick. At 10:20 the score was 24-
14.

Crosby-Iroaton came back to
add the decisive touchdown
later in the quarter. The
Rangers went 68 yards in 12
plays, with quarterback
Steinfield carrying for the final
yardage. The two-polnt con-
version was again added by a
pass to Covall and the margin
was then 32-14. :

Wadena finalized the scoring
late in the fourth quarter.

Senlor quarterback Visher
hit his favorite target senior
Brad Willis, who had out-
maneuvered the defense for a
51-yard touchdown play. Gaslin
was again respoasible for the
extra point. .

The final score was then set
at 32-21.

" The finish left Wadena
winless In any games, while
giving C-1 a share of the Mid
State conference title.

STATS: '
WHS C-l
First downs 12 12
by : Rush 0 7
Pass ‘ 2. 3
Rush ydge 117 154

Pass completions 11 22° 512
Pasg ydge. 168 52
Total ydge. 263 208
Drive proficiency 9 14 1116
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Carlson, Nelson, Willis named

to all-conference honors

Willis, Nelson, Fosters lead
1979 Wadena footbal scoring

In 1979 Wadena high school
varsity football statistics
released recently by head
Coach John

with 12 points each while
Wayne Nelson had 11 points.

Kent Visher tallied six points
as did Pat Boline, Paul Freer
and Robert Pudas.

Tom Gaslin had three extra
point kicks for three points on
the season.

Visher carried 57 times for
170 yards to lead Wadena in-
dividual rushing. Bucky Foster
rushed 48 times for 148 yards
while Brad Kern carried 33
times for 145 yards.

Greg Carlson in 43 attempts
carried for 132 yards and Paul
Freer carried 38 times for 117
yards. Pat Foster had 94 yards
in 32 tries while Pat Boline
carried 41 yards in 16 tries.

The Indians in total offense
went 1,375 yards in 414 tries for
& 3.3 yard per carry average.
Their opposition had 2558 yards
in total offense on 525 carries.

Wadena had 78 first downs to
their nine opponents' 123

Visher attempted 76 passes,
completed 31 for 417 yards plus
three TDs while Paul Freer
completed 21 of 53 passes for
234 yards and one touchdown.

Brad Willis grabbed 19
passes for 320 yards and two
TDs while teammate Bob
Pudas caught 13 for 140 yards
and one TD. Tim Pavek caught
six for 68 yards and Dean
Ellingson the same number for
@ yards.

Wayne Nelson snared three
passes for 29 yards and a
touchdown while Pat Foster in
two catches had 18 yards, Greg
Carlson 16 yards in two grabs
and Tim Walther eight yards
on one catch.

Willis also intercepted two
passes and Paul Freer and Bob
Pudas had one each.

Wayde Nelson punted 18
times for 690 yards and a 38.3
yard average while Pudas
punted 14 times for 374 yards
and 26.7 yard average. Pudas
also returned 11 punts for 56
yards and Bueky Foster three
for 31 yards.

Pudas also registered seven
fumble recoveries as did
Wayne Nelson. Greg Carlson
had six fumble recoveries.

Carlson led the Indians in
tackles with 104 solos and 45
assists. Terry Nelson had total
of 66, Ken Visher 55, Pat Foster
52, Brad Willis 46, Dale Geiser
44, John Judkins 42, Pat Boline
38, Paul Freer 33, Bucky
Foster 31, Robert Pudas 28,
Wayne Nelson 26, Scott
Wallace 23, Mark Neitzke 23,
Roger Geiser, 21, Laddie Bruce
14, Brad Kern 12, Jim Johnson
10, Tim Mitchell 10. Tim

Pavek: Dan Erkenbrack,
Terry Manselle 8 each; Tom
Gaslin 7, Steve Stromberg 6,
Mark Stave 5, Jim Rude 4,
John Miles and John Ament
two each; Dennis Lien. Tim
Walther, Dave Weninger,
Brad Kaun, Dean El ,
Dennis Reger and Steve
Schloeder, one apiece.

Coach Conzemius also
reported the 1979 varsity letter
winners as: John Ament, Dean
Ellingson, Pat Foster, Dale
Geiser, Roger Geiser, Dennis
Lien, Terry Manselle, Terry
Nelson, Dennis Reger, Mark
Stave, Kent Visher and Brad
Willis (seniors); Dave Baker,
Pat Boline, Greg Carlson, Paul
Freer, Tom Gaslin, Jim
Johnson, John Judkins, Brad
Kaun, John Miles, Tim Mit-
chell, Tim Pavek, Terry
Peipkorn, Bob Pudas, Steve

Schloeder, Steve Stromberg,
Scott Wallace, Kyle Gylsen,
(juniors) and sophomores Dan
Erckenbrack, Mark Neitzke
and Tim Walther.

Named Mid-State all-
conference were Terry Nelson,
Brad Willis and Greg Carlson.

Minor letter winners were:
Cralg Boehne, Jeff Carlson,
Rob Calhoun, Wes Crooker,
Duane Dunblazier, Brian Fort,
Bryan Goraonkowski, Paul
Hagen, Rick Harrison, Jay
Hutson, Lee Macklem, David
Nelson, Dave Palloch, Russell
Pudas, Mike Priebe, Darren
Ruschy, Bruce Veden, Mike
Weis and Dave Weniger, qll
sophomores. \

Wadena will travel to
Perham Aug. 29, 1980 for its
first game of the season and
host Park Rapids Oct. 3 in the
homecoming.

v

sports

Wadena high school senior
end Brad Willis and tackle
Terry Nelson and junior
halfback Greg Carlson were
named to Mid-State all-
conference honors by league
coaches following a meeting
last Wednesday night, ac-
cording to varsity coach John
Conzemius.

Kent Visher, varsity quar-
terback, Mark Stave, a guard
and halfback Pat Foster
earned honorable mention
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College Football

and Other Items of Interest

Wadena native elected to
MSU Dragon hall of fame

Al Holmes and T. Edison
Smith, Wadena native, a pair
of prominent ex-Dragons who
made sizeable contributions to
the Moorhead State University
athletic legend as players and
coaches, will be enshrined in
the Dragon Hall of Fame
Saturday, (Sept. 29).

In addition, Louis Remark
and Marlowe Wegner will be
honored with distinguished
service awards as well.

The awards will be presented
at a $:30 banquet on Saturday
evening at the Holiday Inn in
Moorhead as part of the 1979
Homecoming celebration at
MSU.

The addition of Holmes and
Smith swells the list of Hall of
Fame members to 14. Previous

Wadena to battle

inductees include Alex “‘Sliv"”
Nemzek (1961), Neil Wohlwend
(1961), “Jolly"’ Erickson (1963,
Ernest Gates (1964), Marco
Gotta (1966), Jim Gotta (1972),
Ralph Henry Smith (1978,
Elmer Johnson (1974, Horace
‘““Hod’’' Edlund (1974), Bill
Beck (1978), Roy Domek (1978
and Bucky Maughan (1978).

Wegner and Remark follow
Mrs. Harold “Ma" Jackson
(1976) and Pern Canton (1978)
as recipients of the
Distinguished Service Award.

A native of Wadena, Dr.
Smith participated in football,
baseball and track as a student
at Moorhead State before
graduating in 1940.

A former student-coach of
the Dragon baseball squad for
four years, Smith coached for
one year at Kasson high school

before entering the US Air
Force. Following his discharge
he attended the University of
Minnesota and received his
master's degree. He later
added his doctorate. He
returned to Moorhead State in
1949 and served as assistant
football coach for six years and
also coached the Dragon
baseball team to consecutive
championships in the Steve
Gorman League in 1965 and
1966.

He served as head golf coach
from 1956 until 1977 and cap-
tured Northern Intercollegiate
Conference (NIC) cham-
pionships in 1961, 1970, 1971,
1972 and 1977, Smith also
served three years (1966-57,
1971-73) as MSU athletic
director and chairman of the
health, physical education and
recreation department.
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1980 Season

WHS Record 0-9-0
Mid-State 0-5-0
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Park Rapids Panthers cop
Mid-State conference crown
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1981 Season

WHS Record 5-4-0
Mid-State 3-2-0

COACH’S LAST YEAR (315T)

Coach finished with a winning
season, tied for 2" in the conference.
The next sports historian can pick

up with this 1981 team to document
the transition from 31 years of stability
and success to a new sheriff in town.
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.Conzemius resigns as Wadena
'grid coach after 31 years

John Conzemius, head
{ootball coach at Wadena high
school for 31 years, has
resigned from the position
following Wadena’s successful
(54) grid season. He will,
however, continue his roles as
athletic director, assistant too
the senior high principal and
supervisor of driver education.

During his 3l-year reign as
head footbal! coach, Con-

wtemius compiled an im-
pressive of 145 wins-118 losses
and nine ties. He directed the

Wadena football teams to Mid-
' State Conference titles in 1961,
- 1962 and 1969. His best season
as a coach came in 1961 when

_ he guided the Indlans to an 8-0-
" 1 record.

A 1845 graduate of

. Breckenridge high school,

Conzemius  enrolled at
Moorhead State College, where

- he participated in {football,.

baseball and track for four
years each. He also played
. basketball for two years as a
' Moorhead State Dragon.
. Upon receiving B.S. degrees
* in Health, Physical Education
and Social Studies, he returned
to Breckenridge high school to
: pursue his career as teacher
~ and coach. After one year of
duty at Breckenridge (1950-51),
he was hired on at Wadena,
where he began his long career
as teacher and coach.

“As far as memorles go,
there are a lot of them,' he
commented, "but cne thing
that still sticks In my mind is
my first game as coach in

Wadena. We lost to Altkin 12-
0.

In 31 years, Conzemius has
seen a lot of changes in the
game of {football. *'The
equipment went from all-
leather to fiberglass gear and

_ plastic-type helmets,' he
recalled. *The shoe changed
from cleats to the molded
bottom, or soccer-style shoe.
Hand and other protective pads
now protect both the offensive
and defensive player, where
pads used to protect only the
player delivering the hit. The
kids are more knowledgable
about the rules nowadays,” he
continued. *‘There’s more
teams (junior high, etc.) and

. more games on television for
the kids to walch and learn
from. We also make use of
films of our games to replay to
the team now."

Other than being football
coach, Conzemius coached
senior high track until 1970 and
also was assistant basketball
coack for many years. He's
been the athletic director at

Wadena since 1858. In 1970 he
was named the District Coach
of the Year and was also
named Regional Coach of the
Year.

Other honors achieved by
Conzemius included officiating
in five successive state
basketball tournaments from
1895660. He began officiating
during his first year of college
(1945-48) and finally ended his
officlating career at the end of
the 19568-69 season.

Conzemius' family includes
his wife, Donna, and three
children. Cathy (Peterson)
teaches health and coaches
volleyball and gymnastics at
Park Rapids. Tom, lronically,
is also a teacher at Park

- Rapids. He coaches ninth-

grade basketball and Is an

NOW JUST A SPECTATOR. After 31
years of being Wadena high school’s
head football coach, John Conzemius
declded to resign from the position. He

assistant football coach. Tom
is a Phy. Ed. instructor. Mark
is presently a senlor at North
Dakota State university.

“With my resignation, I'll be
able to devote more time with
other fall activities. Right now,
1 haven't had time to think
about not being a coach. But
maybe by next summer I'l be
getting ready to start another
football season.”

Many athletes have played
for Conzemius during his 31
years, and many have gone on
to play college football. But the
player that stands out would be
former Wadena gridder John
Campbell. "“John was an of-
fensive ad defensive end for the
University of Minnesota and
was with the Gophers when
they went to the Rose Bowl. He

. )

also played professional ball
for Pittsburg and Minnesota,"
Conzemius recalled.

Over a 3l-year span as
football coach, Conzémius has
seen a Jot of coaches come and
g0, but he listed off some area
coaches that were friends, but
rivals when it came to Friday
night action. Some:of those that
he mentioned include: John
Davies, Crosby-lronton; Ted
Meinhover, Perham; Delmore
Moberg, Detroit Lakes; and
Andy MacCarty, Park Rapids.

A coach, as well as a friend,
to the hundreds of young men
he guided through the field of
competition, his 31 years of
dedication and thoughtfulness
to Wadena high school athletes
won’t soon be forgotten.

will continue on at the high school as
athletic director, asslstant to the senlor
high principal and supervisor of driver
oducation.
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& Items of Interest

1970-80
1970’s WHS alumni on college teams.

Schmit Member
of St. John U
Foothall Team

COLLEGEVILLE, Minn.
Paul Schmit, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Edward Schmit and a 1970
graduate of Wadena High School,
is a member of the football team
at St. John's Universily, here.

St. John's, coached by John
Gagliardi, tied for second place
in the Minnesota Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (MIAC) last
season with a 5-2 record. The
team had a 6-3 overall record.
Gagliardi, in 22 years of
coaching. has compiled a 133-48-5
record to rank fourth in winning

Wadena Prep Star
Honored at Banquet

Athletes who participated on
fvotball or cross country teams at
- Golden Valley Lutheran College
will be honored at the annual fall
Athletic Banquet, Wednesday,
November 17, at 6:30 p.m.

Among the athletes being
honored at the banguet
November 17 will be Scott
Knutson of Wadena, member of
the 1971 football team.
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Jim Garter Concordia

Contributes to
specialty teams

Wadena native Bob Brum-
mer is a contributing member
on the specialty teams for the
Moorhead State university
(NIIJSU) football Dragons this
fall,

A junior at MSU, the 6-1, 208
pound Brummer transferred to
Moorhead State last spring
from Anoka-Ramsey Com-

munity college., He has seen
limited duty at defensive end
as well, and s expectedto be a
strong starting candidate next
year, according to defensive
coordinator Dave Olsen,

“Bob Is playing behind Craig
Lippert right now, and Lippert
is having a great senlor
season,’” Olson explained.
“Craig's play has made it
difficult for Bob to break in, but
he has done a fine job on our
specialty teams,” )

“Bob has the quickness,
agility and size,” continued
Olson. “If he stays Involved
and enthusiastic in the off-

B season, he has a good chance to

start next year as a senlor.”

Moorhead State, 44 overall
and 23 in the Northern In-
tercolleglate Conference
(NIC), completes seasonal
play with a home game with U
Duluth (Nov. 6).
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ANDERSON BOYS-bike to a family reunion at Milaca, Saturday.

Mark and Greg Anderson, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Don Anderson ol
Wadena, set out Aug. 19, and biked 107 miles (o attend a family
reunion at Milaca. The duo made the trip in 14 hours. Quite a fete

(feet)! (Photo contributed)
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& College Football || ..
>

& Items of Interest | Q
( & 1960-69
Friday Night Under the Lights and You’re the Quarterback

By Dave Zosel

Class of ‘62
This story has been edited for length.

My football career started early with neighborhood games in Grandma Zosel's yard. |learned from
some of the older neighbor boys and was a non-factor in the game but just happy that they let me
play. My older brothers, along with the Fossen boys and a few others would gather for the game. The
neighborhood super star, whom we youngsters idolized, was Gene Goedel, a standout receiver for
the Wadena Indians. | had hopes of someday playing for the Indians too.

By the time 5" and 6% grade rolled around | had teamed up with my friends, my brother John, and
whoever else might show up for Saturday games at the varsity field. On Friday nights the varsity
would play, and we seldom missed a game.

Reg Mead’s 7t and 8t grade team gave us our first crack at organized football. We had two games
on the schedule and won them both. In the second game, time was running out when | scooped up a
fumble and ran for a last second touchdown to win the game. Now | was sure that someday | would
be a Wadena Indian.

During my freshman year, coach Don Hamerlinck chose me to quarterback the B team. John
Geiser, my good friend from Bluffton, was my center. We learned a lot that year playing with
sophomores and juniors. We won a few games and lost more than a few.

When early practice started our sophomore year, | started the season on the B team and dressed for
the varsity games. By the third contest of the season, coach Conzemius surprised me by announcing
that | was to become the starting quarterback. My stomach dropped to the floor as | contemplated
the schedule ahead of us.

Coaches Conzemius and Larson did their best to prepare us. Our next game was to be against the
powerful Alexandria team. It would be a real “David and Goliath moment.”

Though we played tough to the season’s end we came out of it with just one more win after an
opening victory at Long Prairie, to end with a 2-6 record.
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They say suffering is a great teacher. We had a lot of young players on that team and most of the
time we came away licking our wounds. But we were building for the future. As a junior | was playing
both ways, and also punting and returning punts.

Senior Year (fall of 1961)

Our senior year came around with great anticipation. We had experience across the line and we
were talented in the backfield. Our coaches were tough and demanding, thinking this could just be
our big year. John Conzemius was our head coach. He was competitive and had a strong desire to
win. The line coach was Bill Larson, a tough ex-marine. Also, John Campbell (WHS ‘56), star Rose
Bowl champion, Gopher, and eventual NFL All-Pro, worked out with us and helped coach the two
weeks before school started.

Our fourth game was homecoming. We would meet the Staples Cardinals, who were coming off
another great season By 6:00 we had ankles taped, pads adjusted, and headed in stocking feet to
the gym for the pregame plan and the inspirational speech that someone would be invited to deliver.
Tonight, it was Reg Mead’s dad. He was a retired Methodist pastor from Duluth. He stood up in front
of us, trench coat and classic Ivy cap in place. With his surly growl he proceeded to convince us that
there was no other option tonight but to win. He reminded us that we were playing for each other, for
our coaches, for the pride of our school, and for our own self-respect. The only way to be successful
was to operate as a single cog, perfect teamwork, with everyone doing their part. He prayed that the
Lord would help us play hard, play fair and be good sports. On that note, with a loud cheer, we
headed for the bus.

Homecoming was indeed special. The whole town was excited about our team, and by game time,
the stands were packed. After warm-ups, we gathered at the sideline for our final instructions.
Staples lined-up for the kickoff and | stood back on the 20-yard line and awaited the kick. | glanced at
the stands, checked out where my parents always sat, looked over the field, and glanced up into the
lights. This was it — what | had always hoped for. Friday night, under the lights and I'm the
quarterback. | was truly a Wadena Indian. The sound of the whistle caught my attention. | focused
my eyes on the little torpedo tumbling toward me through the misty night air. At that point, training,
instinct, and adrenaline take over and you cease to think. You merely react. Homecoming game in
the fall of 1961 was underway.

We beat Staples 13-0. Through the first 5 games we were not only unbeaten, but we were un-scored
upon. We were starting to get the attention of the sports media around the state. In our final 4
games we did allow a few points, but our only disappointment was a 25-25 tie against Detroit Lakes.

When our season was over, we were 8-0-1, Mid-State Conference Champions, and ranked 5" in the
final state poll. As it turned out, our team was coach Conzemius’ only undefeated squad in his
illustrious 31-year coaching career in Wadena.

What a season it was!
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WHS Collegiate Players

There are many WHS alumni that continued playing football after high school.
The ones | have identified and included in these “Wadena Football Scrapbooks” are by
no means a complete list. | apologize to the ones | have overlooked.

| would like to begin with the “Grand Daddy” of them all. A WHS class of '56
graduate. As | have heard from a reliable source, John Campbell was maybe an
above average high school football player. Tall and thin. He joined the Navy after high
school and a few years later he was still tall but not so thin. | include Mr. Campbell in
the 1960-69 “Scrapbook” due to his military “detour” of duty before entering the world
of college football in the early 1960’s. Rather than me telling you what happens after
he enrolled at the University of Minnesota, you can read the articles below for yourself.
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Press Box seats as coach
watches Campbell and the
Gophers down the Spartans
13-0.
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Campbelﬁaled
Viking Reqular

_Minnesoa’s Viking football
@und broke camp at Bemidji last
‘Thursday, coming through Wa-
dena on their way to their per-
manent camp in the cities.

John Campbell with teammates
Ray Poage and Paul Flatley stop-
pod-off for a visit at the home of
Or. and Mrs, Dean Campbell and
a consequent dinner date befofe
catching up with Van Brocklin's
proteges, ‘ - :

Local interest in the Vikings
this year has been heightened by
the fact that John Campbell ap-
pears to he a member of the reg-
ular squad,

" The Vikings administered a
sound drubbing to the St. Louis
Cardinals at St. Louis, 35 to 0
Friday and John maw ser-
vice in t epochal defeat, the
Minneapolis Star reporting that;

“Tom Wiison m&\npg
one-ya
tak-

the fourth quarter on X
S¥rs nfver-Joim Ca
en & pass interception back 20

The Vikings have won four
of the five pre-season games and
Campbell participated in all of
them,
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200-b. Linebacker |

Jerey Feshum, hemwmer W
dena prep star, 18 hinled an |
the 19T Maorhead State Col-d
lepe foothall voster.  Faskung,”
gained a starting berth in M-
State's Homecoming  clash
with 81, Cloud  State  laxt
woerkend, won by the Huske.
ivs 28.20, -
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Other alum who played for WHS in the 1960’s and college football afterwards.

-Don Stoneman — Class of ‘65 — University of North Dakota
-Greg Willis — Class of ’69 — Concordia College — 1969-73 OL

The Class of ‘70 alums played their last WHS football in the fall of 1969.

-Paul Driggers — Class of ’70 — Moorhead State College

-Mike Lindberg — Class of '70 — Mankato State College

-Bob Larson — Class of 70 — Moorhead State College
1971-74 LB All-Conference 2nd Team

-Paul Schmidt — Class of ’70 — St John’s University 1970-74 QB 2-year starter
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Bits and Pieces of the 1960’s
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| PEE wek BASERALL
Final League Standings;

w

temn and Pleld 14

tunteback'y 13

Northwest Bidg. Conter 3

Merickel'y 11

Edinger's . R ¥
KWAD 10 10

Our Own Hardware 713
€oast—to-
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n .

pilé{uSM»lM Flaoid m
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Dovenmuuh!a. oos Ohman,
n Sa Steve oranda

?::i’n“’i'm'%'&':} 19, Coust 1o
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y 13:'&:%@? Billding Centor 8,
"‘i"&ﬁ"u’ 4, Edingery 3.

KWAD 10, Stern and Field 9,
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‘..

Members  of
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Northwest  Bujldl K
team: '

John 1dy)” Jim

enl, Roger Dubols, Ji

"N.W.BC. 13, KWAD '3,

,bonl Schmidt, Tim Wailand, Phil

winning
Center
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m Krauge,

‘Rows,” Brad Swenison,
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rmoen
possible, g0 they can be stored
awey until next sunimer. Thank
you fellows for your coopera-

tion in this ‘matter. |

Keith Hagen ‘73
Mike Langer ‘68
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% Why Football Scrapbooks?

In 2019 | did some research on three Wadena High School basketball players, from the 1950’s, that played for
my dad Harold Willis (1955-64). Upon completion of that | decided to work my way back in time as far as the
archives would take me. The result was the “Wadena H.S. Basketball Scrapbook 1900-59.” After that | knew |
had to do the same for what came after 1959. Project #2 culminated in the “Wadena H.S. Basketball
Scrapbook 1960-80.” Neither have been a commercial success. They were never intended to be money
makers. Their purpose is to bring back memories, or to confirm a dad’s or a grandpa’s claim of greatness in
their youth. Or at least be forced to modify said claims. And ultimately, | want our Wadena sports history
documented.

| resisted the thought of doing something similar for Wadena High School football. It is such a “long haul”
process. Time consuming and monotonous. Besides | was a cross country runner in high school. | loved
football but wanted to be in shape for the basketball season. Plus, | was not a very good football player. Then
| started to think about my youth and WHS football. In 1966, at the age of 11, | was the “water-boy” for the
high school football team. My brother Greg was a sophomore on that team. | loved being around those guys.

Then my memory took me back a little further. Dave Campbell* ('66) played for WHS in the falls of 1963-65.
He lived on the corner of Dayton Ave and 4" St. SW, just a stone’s throw from the football field. Behind his
back yard was a playground and behind that, the Wadena elementary school. One beautiful spring day | was
at the playground alone. | do remember very clearly sitting under a big tree in Dave’s backyard and talking
with him. Dave Cambell, quarterback. He was a star football player, and he was talking with me. He may
have been my first sports hero. It was then that | realized many of the guys that would be in this football
scrapbook were sports heroes to the youth of their era. In the 21 century it is more likely the youth of the
day have sports heroes that make $100’s of millions of dollars. That’s not a bad thing, it’s just a sign of the
times. | like the way it was when | was a kid, you could sit down and talk to your sports hero.

Jebb Willis

Class of 1974

*Dave Campbell’s brother John ('56) was All-Big 10 for the Gophers and an NFL All-Pro for the
Steelers. Dave’s sister Cathy ('55) is married to Wadena native Joe Krause ('55), contributor
to the WHS Basketball Scrapbooks. Don Campbell ('53) played at Bemidji State and later
taught and coached football at Long Prairie.

GET IN THE GAME!
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Final Thoughts

This all started so innocently. In 2019 | just wanted to dig up some facts about three WHS
basketball greats from the 1950’s. However, once | had that project completed, | could not
stop. Below are the “Scrapbooks” that have been assembled to date:

-Wadena High School Basketball Scrapbook 1900-1959
-Wadena High School Basketball Scrapbook 1960-1980
-Wadena High School Football Scrapbook 1900-1949
-Wadena High School Football Scrapbook 1950-1959
-Wadena High School Football Scrapbook 1960-1969
-Wadena High School Football Scrapbook 1970-1980

My tentative plan is to continue researching, documenting, and assembling the following, in
the order in which they are listed:

-Wadena High School Track & Field
-Wadena High School Wrestling
-Wadena High School Baseball
-Wadena High School Cross Country

In the early 1900’s high school sports were limited to football, basketball, and track & field.
Therefore, track & field will be my next big project as it will also cover 1900-80. The other
sports listed above will go through 1980, with their starting date yet TBD.

None of this is possible without the resources at the Wadena County Historical Society. |
encourage those of you interested in the “WHS Scrapbook Collection” to buy (aka donate)
one or more of your favorites. 100% of your donation goes directly to the WCHS.

Thank you,

Jebb Willis ‘74
Winter 2024
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