May 24th, 2026 - Issue #321 – Pentecost Sunday 
Pentecost is significant in both the Old and New Testaments. “Pentecost” is the Greek name for a festival known in the Old Testament as the Feast of Weeks. The Greek word means “fifty” and refers to the fifty days that have elapsed since the wave offering of Passover. The Feast of Weeks celebrated the end of the grain harvest. Most interesting, however, is its use in Joel and Acts. Looking back to Joel’s prophecy and forward to the promise of the Holy Spirit in Christ’s last words on earth before His ascension into heaven. 

Pentecost signals the beginning of the church age.
Pentecost is reminiscent of the Last Supper; in both instances the disciples are together in a house for what proves to be an important event. At the Last Supper the disciples witness the end of the Messiah’s earthly ministry as He asks them to remember Him after His death until He returns. At Pentecost, the disciples witness the birth of the New Testament church in the coming of the Holy Spirit to indwell all believers. Thus the scene of the disciples in a room at Pentecost links the commencement of the Holy Spirit’s work in the church with the conclusion of Christ’s earthly ministry in the upper room before the crucifixion.

The description of fire and wind mentioned in the Pentecost account resounds throughout the Old and the New Testament. The sound of the wind at Pentecost was “rushing” and “mighty.” Scriptural references to the power of wind (always understood to be under God’s control) abound.  More significant than wind as power is wind as life. Just as the first Adam received the breath of physical life, so the last Adam, Jesus, brings the breath of spiritual life. The idea of spiritual life as generated by the Holy Spirit is certainly implicit in the sound of the wind at Pentecost.

Fire is often associated in the Old Testament with the presence of God. Likewise, in the New Testament, fire is associated with the presence of God and the purification He can bring about in human life. God’s presence and holiness are implied in the Pentecostal tongues of fire. Indeed, fire is identified with Christ Himself; this association naturally underlies the Pentecost gift of the Holy Spirit, who would teach the disciples the things of Christ.

Another aspect of the Day of Pentecost is the miraculous speaking in foreign tongues which enabled people from various language groups to understand the message of the apostles. In addition is the bold and incisive preaching of Peter to a Jewish audience. The effect of the sermon was powerful, as listeners were “cut to the heart” and instructed by Peter to “repent, and be baptized”. The narrative concludes with three thousand souls being added to the fellowship, the breaking of bread and prayers, apostolic signs and wonders, and a community in which everyone’s needs were met. Source: Gotquestion.org

WHY DO WE CELEBRATE MEMORIAL DAY? WHO DO WE HONOR?
Memorial Day is a federal holiday observed on the last Monday of May, a day to remember and honor the men and women who died while serving in the U.S. armed forces. It's a time for reflection on their sacrifices, and to remember those who gave their lives in service to the country. While it's a day of remembrance and honor, it is not a day to express gratitude to current veterans; that is more appropriately done on Veterans Day. 
Here's a more detailed look at the meaning of Memorial Day:
1. Honoring Fallen Heroes:
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those who died while serving in the military. This includes soldiers from the Civil War, World War I, World War II, the Vietnam War, and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
1. Decoration Day:
Originally known as Decoration Day, the holiday was established to decorate the graves of fallen soldiers with flowers, wreaths, and flags. 
1. A Day of Reflection:
Memorial Day is a time for individuals to reflect on the sacrifices made by those who have died in service to their country. 
1. A Day of Remembrance and Unity:
Memorial Day is a day to come together as a nation to remember and honor those who have made the ultimate sacrifice. It's a time to reflect on their courage and sacrifice, and to ensure that their memory is honored. 
The Spring Combined Collection was Sunday - May 17th, 2025. We collected $XXX. 
DDF REMINDER:
You can always donate at any time during the year. Each Sunday will have a collection basket available after Mass. You can also send us your donation at any time. Thanks for your support.
Our mailing address is “Christ of the Desert”: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260
REMEMBRANCE WALK:
Several parishioners have asked me about ordering pavers honoring Father Connole. We have created a special section for your Remembrance Pavers. Father Coonole’s memorial pavers have been installed.
Forms are available from the Parish Office or back of the church. Each Paver is $100.
The “REMEMBRANCE WALK” IS LOCATED IS LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE CHAPEL.  If you are not sure what you want to say on the paver, let me assist you!!
May Upcoming Events:
1. May 3rd - Crowning of the Blessed Mother Mary prior to the start of 9:30 Mass.
1. May 7th - Thursday FIND Food distribution/Community Food Distribution Program at 9:30.
1. May 8th- Pope Leo XIV was elected on the 4th ballot as our new Pope in 2025. 
1. May 9th - K of C drive-through CRV recycle program. 7:30AM to 11:30AM. Behind Salta Center. 
1. May 10th – Mother’s Day
1. May 13th – Final Christ of the Desert Ladies Guild luncheon of the season is at 11:30.
1. May 17th – The Spring Collection Sunday
1. May 18th – Would have been Father Connole’s 58th anniversary of his Ordination.
1. May 25th - Memorial Day.
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE – Father John Muir
May 24, 2026 - Pentecost Sunday - John 20:19-23
“He breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.’” (John 20:22–23) 
For those of us who go to confession regularly, there is often a familiar frustration: “Why do I keep confessing the same sins?” It can feel like a loop, cleansed but unchanged. 
Pentecost reveals a hopeful perspective. When the Risen Jesus breathes on his ashamed and fearful disciples and gives them the Holy Spirit, he echoes Genesis, when God breathes life into Adam. This is not just primarily the removal of guilt, but new creation. 
In confession, we receive more than forgiveness. We receive a fresh outpouring, the breath of the Spirit, and a renewed mission. Jesus does not say to us, “You’re forgiven, now go back to your old life.” He says, so to speak, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” (John 20:21) 
That is why penance is not just saying a few prayers. It is reorientation. It is the Spirit summoning us to live differently: with mercy and healing.  
Just as Adam was sent into the world, and the Apostles were sent out after Pentecost, so too we are sent from the confessional — not just clean, but consecrated.  
Pentecost Challenge: After your next confession, ask the Holy Spirit for one way you can participate in Christ’s healing will for you. Then take one small, concrete step, and do not look back. — Father John Muir
FINANCIAL SECTION:
MAY HAS 5 SUNDAYS FOR THOSE THAT GIVE MONTHLY.
Please make all checks payable to “Christ of the Desert” not Sacred Heart. 
Total monies collected to date: $200,815 or 121.7% of annual budget. Collection on Sunday May 17th was $1,349.
*Monies collected each week reflect the Friday & Sunday Mass plus rental income from offices in the Courtyard, Weddings & Funerals.
This information is important for our community to understand where we are financially throughout the year.
·        Our Monthly expenses are budgeted at $13,750 per month or $41,250 per quarter. $165,000 annually.
Thanks for your continued generosity.
See instructions at end of Bulletin for ways to continue giving via your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service.     
SUPPORT OUR PARISHIONERS IN THE SMALL BUSINESSES SECTION BELOW:
 If anyone wants to advertise their business in our Bulletin, send me your information.
Call Crys Mueller at 760 989 8732 if you are thinking about selling your house or condo?  I have been with BD Homes for the past 18 years.
John Maldonado is a Mortgage Loan Originator with First West Financial, Corp & a member of Christ of the Desert congregation.  
"Your Home Loan Made Simple" If you need assistance with any type of loan, I am here to help. For every loan that closes, I will make a donation to Christ of the Desert.
Contact: John A. Maldonado at jam@firstwestfinancial.com or call 760 636-8266. Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #1995783,WWW.firstwestfinancial.com
 JoAnne Thompson is a Notary Public, and a Notary Signing Agent, which means I can assist with Real Estate transactions. My business is Impress Mobile Notary. My number is 760-799-7858 or email me at impmobilenotary@aol.com. Please call me for all your Notary needs. 
 Enedina Sutton, a Distributor of Nature Sunshine Products and a long-time parishioner. Has Herbal Supplements, all kinds of Vitamins, ointments, essential Oils, disinfectant products and much more. I do the business from home. I can be reached at 760-345-3754. I live in Sun City Palm Desert community.
CARPET EMPIRE FLOORING DESIGN CENTER: Call Mike Tomlinson at 760-485 2058 (direct) or the Store at 760-324-9797 Ext. 107 for all your flooring needs. You walk on Carpet Empire’s carpet each time you enter the Chapel.
SUNTECH CONSULTING & ROOFING, INC: Call Bill Fitzgerald at 760 275 4749 for all your roofing needs. SUNTECH provides roofing protection for Christ of the Desert.
Pope’s monthly intentions for 2026:  MAY: That everyone might have food. 
Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food. 

 
The Christ of the Desert “Bulletin” now appears on www.sacredheartpalmdesert.com website. Open the site and click on “church”, look down on the bottom left for Christ of the Desert. Open this site for the “bulletin” and other information about our community.
 CELEBRATION SECTION:
There will be an information providing sheet on the table near the Chapel exit/entrance area.
You can always email the information to me as well. 
You can sign up for any month NOW. I will keep a record of your special month and enter it when that month arrives.
WHO HAS A DATE IN MAY & YOU WANT ME TO ADD TO THE NOTICES BELOW?
DISCLAIMER: If information below is incorrect, please let me know and I will correct the error.
2026
MAY BIRTHDAY SECTION:
Cathy Oliaro has a birthday on May 5th.
Elizabeth Vendely has a birthday on May 6th.
Anne Marie Capitanelli has a birthday on May 9th.
Margaret Abbott has a birthday on May 9th.
Sharon McCoy has a birthday on May 12th.
Shirley Wilburn has a birthday on May 19th.
Hank Omelchenko has a birthday on May 20th
Karen Latragna has a birthday on May 22nd.
MAY BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Peter Baker – May 1st , Husband of Susie.
Sharon Keith - May 5th, Wife of Bob Keith.
Denny DeWeese – May7th, Brother of Paulette Quaid.
Steve Dorniak – May 7th, Father of Mary Anne Dorniak.
Jack Parlapiano – May 7th, Father of Margaret McKenzie.
Donald Junga – May 10th, Father of Lee Junga.
Bill Mueller – May 17th, Father of Jay Mueller.
Michael Brauntz – May 24th. Husband of Roseanne Brauntz.
Carol Lee Evans - May 25th. Long time parishioner.
Nellie Maldonado – May 30th. Mother of John Maldonado.
Jim Grand’s Grand Mother – May 31st. 
Jimmie Rogers – May 31st – Father of Crys Mueller.
MAY HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Ginny & Wes Wright – May 29th ,1969.
MAY REMEMBERING WEDDING ANNIVERSAY SECTION:
Steve & Frances Dorniak – May 27th. Parents of Maryanne Dorniak
MAY REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
Stanford Johnson, husband of Rosanne, passed away on May 11th, 1998.
Norm Walbridge, husband of Betty, passed away May 18th , 1998.
Bill Lee, beloved member of our community, passed away May 26, 2025. 
Sister Kay Wagner – May 28th, 2023. Long time parishioner & spiritual adviser.
Forie Watson passed away on May 29th.
Roger Gavin passed away on April 29th . 
Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered.
 Christ of the Desert office hours: 760-346-0089
Office hours are from 9:30 to 1:30 Monday- Friday. Please call first to be sure Cindy is available. When Cindy is in the office, the office door is locked. Please ring the doorbell “to get her attention”.
ON GOING MESSAGE SECTION:
Please continue to consider supporting our community with the following options:
Mail your weekly or monthly offering to Christ of the Desert. All our regular mail goes to Sacred Heart so you would need to use that address. Make checks payable to Christ of the Desert.
CHRIST OF THE DESERT c/o.
SACRED HEART CHURCH 43-775 DEEP CANYON ROAD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260.
Or, go to your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service. You can set up an automatic payment directly from there. If you have any trouble doing this or don’t have a computer, just call your bank and they can help you.
Please make sure that you tell the bank to make the check payable to Christ of the Desert but send the check to Sacred Heart’s address: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260
Jay Mueller

Stay Healthy! Do good work! Keep in touch!!!!

SHC & COD Finance Council Member
SHC & COD Parish Council Member
COD Remembrance Walk Coordinator
SHC Remembrance Square Coordinator
SHC East Valley Outreach Program Coordinator
CELL NUMBER: 760-777-3745


