
Why a PTO at SAMS?  - A PTO has been reinstated at SAMS
as a way to provide opportunities for students to gather in a
safe space and to raise funds to help offset the costs of field
trips for students (see information below).  SAMS wants to
employ field trips that are beneficial and academic for our
students and the PTO is helping to make the field trips
feasible. 

Why PTO is raising funds - Field Trips by the numbers-
On average a field trip cost $25/ student in costs.  This
includes transportation and ticket/expenses for students and
chaperons.  Our goal is that every student can participate in
field trips regardless of the families financial situation.  If
every student at SAMS participates in one field trip a year
that equates to $25 x 800 students to equal $20,000.  

R&K Sub and Sandwich fundraiser - The PTO will be
hosting an R & K Sub and Sandwich fundraiser just in time for
your Super bowl Party.  Flyers will be sent home with
students the week of January 2nd and orders will be due
back to SAMS on January 26th.  Subs and Sandwiches will
be ready for pick up on Thursday, February 9th.   All
proceeds will be used toward funding field trips at SAMS.

Upcoming meeting dates - 
February 27th, March 27th, April 24th and May 22nd 

February 6th  - 10th -- Kindness Spirit Week
February 10th -- 8th Grade High School Presentations
February 14th -- End of 3rd Exploratory Cycle
February 15th -- In Service "Unconference Day"
February 16th -- Start of 4th Exploratory Cycle
February 20th -- Schools Closed
February 27th -- PTO Meeting
March 16th -- 2 hour Early Dismissal In-service
March 17th -- Schools Closed
March 28th -- End of 3rd Marking Period
March 29th -- Start of 4th Marking Period
April 6th -- 2 hour Early Dismissal
April 7th - April 10th -- Schools Closed
April 19th -- 2 hour Early Dismissal In-service
April 25th - 27th -- ELA PSSA Testing
May 1st - 2nd -- Math PSSA Testing
May 4th -- 8th Grade Science PSSA Testing
May 16th and 17th -- Keystone Testing
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The Animal Club will be doing a fundraiser for the service
dog and we need pots! If you have a pot that you would
like to donate to the cause, please drop it off at the SAMS
office. It doesn't have to be a traditional plant pot (old
mug, votive holder, etc). Anything that can hold water and
would look cute with a succulent will do! Ideally, we are
looking for small containers.

Extra Coffee Mugs, Vases, or Small
Containers?

IXL is a diagnostic tool used by the middle school to assist
students in improving skills and challenging students to
grow beyond their grade level.  Students complete an IXL
diagnostic three times a year to show growth within
student learning.  Following the diagnostic testing,
students are provided a list of suggested lessons to build
upon student skills.  Students are often rewarded Champ
Chances for completing their recommended or suggested
lessons.  Rewards have been given out each marking
period to students for completing their suggested lessons.  
The 3rd marking period will host a friendly competition for
students who complete appropriate lessons and earn
mastery and proficient on grade appropriate content. 
 Students should know their IXL score and be able to share
this information with parents and guardians.  Parents can
interpret the score by identifying the first number as the
grade level and the last two numbers as the month within
the grade level.  For example 560 represents fifth grade
and six months.  If you have further questions regarding
IXL you can reach out to your child's teachers, school
counselor, or administration. 

IXL



Aliff Counseling -- 717.477.2556
        (School Based Mental Health Provider)
Teenline -- 866.350.4357
Cumberland/Perry Drug and Alcohol -- 717.240.6300
Crisis Chambersburg Hospital -- 717.264.2555
Drew Michael Taylor Grief Support --
https://drewmichaeltaylor.org/

Construction Updates:

Community Resources:
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Building Contact Information: 
Main Office -- 717.530.2750
Office Hours -- 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
SAMS Attendance E-Mail -- samsattendance@ship.k12.pa.us

Principal -- Jeremy Barnes
Assistant Principal --
       Stephanie Barnhart -- Last Names A - K 
       April Fitz -- Last Names L - Z 
School Counselor --
       Angie McKee -- Last Names A - K 
       Rosemary Junkin -- Last Names L - Z
Building Social Worker -- Tabitha Curtis

Construction at the Middle School is finally underway! 
 Construction equipment is on site and digging as begun.
The construction project will bring 6 additional
classrooms to the building and provide much needed
additional room in the cafeteria.  Work for the project will
be mainly exterior through the remainder of the school
year, however there will be some noise disruption as the
project gets underway.  We are excited to begin this
project and see our building expand. 

Student Council Updates
SAMS Student Council is collaborating with Shippensburg
Community Resource Coalition to promote Be Kind Month
in February. Students are encouraged to do small acts of
kindness each day as well as participate in weekly Be Kind
activities during resource or lunch.  A calendar is posted
below of Be Kind activities.

Body Mass Information
Information regarding your child's Body Mass Index (BMI)
has been updated within the Skyward portal.  Please
check the portal for important information regarding your
child's health.  If you have further questions, please reach
out to the school nurse. 

School Website
The SAMS website holds valuable information regarding
the building, cycle days, and homework information.  The
calendar on the building website has the cycle days listed
for reference.  Each team holds their own website which
includes a live list of work that needs completed as
homework or was completed in class that day.  Checking
the building website allows you to help your student stay
organized and maintain healthy grades and organization.  

Clubs
Clubs at SAMS officially kicked of last Friday, January
27th.  Students were given the opportunity to choose their
top three choices from a list of over 40 different clubs!!  It
was a wonderful experience seeing our students engaged
in topics of their choice and interest.   We are looking to
continue implementing clubs monthly at the middle
school for the remainder of this school year and possibly
more frequently in future years.  Clubs include options in
crafts, book club, chess, puzzles, golf, animation, and so
much more. 
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