April 12, 2026 - Issue #315 – Second Sunday of Easter 
Goodbye to our Winter parishioners:
It’s that time of year that we are saying goodbye and safe travels to our “Winter” parishioners. See you next Fall. Drop us a note telling us what’s going on back home. You will be missed.
Long time parishioner, Rosanne Hopkins-Brauntz, has moved to Canada to be with family. Please keep her in your prayers during this transitional period in her life.
BORDER COMPASSION CROSSOVER - May 9th, 2026 into Mexicali, Mexico.
Border Compassion 4th Annual Mother's Day Celebration.

On May 9th, 2025, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange and the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet (L.A.), along with partners, are hosting a Mother’s Day celebration in Mexicali, Mexico. They plan to be a prayerful presence for our migrant brothers and sisters living in at a migrant shelter.

HELP SUPPORT FAMILIES WHO NO LONGER HAVE AN OPTION TO APPLY FOR ASYLUM.

This time we are only taking cash donations as the numbers have diminished and those left need cash for their day to day needs until they figure out next steps. Financial donations provide a Special Meal, Games and a Gift of $60 to each Mom.
Make Donations by May 6th
Donate online:
https://border-compassion.org/
Make Checks Payable to:
Border Compassion
43376 Cook Street, Unit 10
Palm Desert, CA 92211
For information, contact:
Sr. Suzanne Jabro sjabro@csjla.org or
Maria Elena Perales mperales@csjorange.org

                OUR 2026 DDF GOAL WAS $13,700.
Collected to date: $61,454.
We now have an additional $47,754 towards our 2026 Refurbishing Project.
Thanks to all for making 2026 DDF so successful!!!!
REMINDER: You can always donate at any time during the year. Each Sunday will have a collection basket available after Mass. 
You can also send us your donation at any time. Our mailing address is “Christ of the Desert”: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260
Thanks, in advance, for everyone’s continued DDF support.
REMEMBRANCE WALK:
Several parishioners have asked me about ordering pavers honoring Father Connole. We have created a special section for your Remembrance Pavers. Father Coonole’s memorial pavers have been installed.
Forms are available from the Parish Office or back of the church. Each Paver is $100.
The “REMEMBRANCE WALK” IS LOCATED IS LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE CHAPEL.  
If you are not sure what you want to say on the paver, let me assist you!!
April Upcoming Events:
1. April 2nd - Thursday FIND Food distribution/Community Supplemental Food Distribution Program at 9:30.
1. April 8th – Bingo at Sacred Heart. 6:00 – 9:00PM in the Salta Center.
1. April 11th - K of C drive-through CRV recycle program. From 7:30AM to 11:30AM. Parking lot behind Salta Center.
APRIL LADIES’ GUILD:
There will be no April Women’s Luncheon. 
Kathy is having surgery and Marlene is out of town. Depending on Kathy’s recovery, we will determine the feasibility of May’s luncheon. We’re sorry we won’t be meeting for April. Take a friend to lunch!
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
April 12, 2026 - 2nd Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy) - John 20:19-31
“Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.’” (John 20:27) 
In my early 20s, I volunteered at a parish youth group. I witnessed teens encountering Jesus with a fresh, romantic wonder that reminded me of my own teenage conversion. But something had changed in me. I was quietly jaded and cynical. When teens shared stories of encountering Christ, I’d want to sarcastically murmur, “Well, good for you.” I had grown suspicious of the zeal I once knew. 
Then we brought the group on a pilgrimage. I was standing in an old church in France, ignoring a long-winded tour guide. I found myself before a crucifix. In that moment, I heard something, not audibly, but unmistakably in my heart: “I came to be your friend… and you wish to be my enemy? Why do you stand far from me? I suffer gladly for you. I was pierced for you. Why do you run from me?” My heart opened. I saw how cold and cynical I had become. But Jesus had not given up on me. He had returned, and his mercy broke through. 
So, I can relate to the scoffing — and transformation — of Thomas when the Risen Jesus presents his wounds for inspection. Thomas is not simply doubting; he is guarded, suspicious, even cynical. But Jesus comes to him. No lecture. Just understanding and mercy. He invites Thomas to touch his wounds. This burns away his cynicism like the morning mist.  
Divine Mercy Challenge: This week, rejoice with someone who is newly alive in faith. If your own heart has grown skeptical or tired, ask Jesus to help you. He will. - Father John Muir
FINANCIAL SECTION:
April HAS 4 SUNDAYS FOR THOSE THAT GIVE MONTHLY.
Please make all checks payable to “Christ of the Desert” not Sacred Heart. 
Total monies collected to date: $178,997 or 108.5% of annual budget. Collection on Sunday April 5th was $4,844.
*Monies collected each week reflect the Friday & Sunday Mass plus rental income from offices in the Courtyard, Weddings & Funerals.
This information is important for our community to understand where we are financially throughout the year.
·        Our Monthly expenses are budgeted at $13,750 per month or $41,250 per quarter. $165,000 annually.
Thanks for your continued generosity.
See instructions at end of Bulletin for ways to continue giving via your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service.     
SUPPORT OUR PARISHIONERS IN THE SMALL BUSINESSES SECTION BELOW:
 If anyone wants to advertise their business in our Bulletin, send me your information.
Call Crys Mueller at 760 989 8732 if you are thinking about selling your house or condo?  I have been with BD Homes for the past 18 years.
John Maldonado is a Mortgage Loan Originator with First West Financial, Corp & a member of Christ of the Desert congregation.  
"Your Home Loan Made Simple" If you need assistance with any type of loan, I am here to help. For every loan that closes, I will make a donation to Christ of the Desert.
Contact: John A. Maldonado at jam@firstwestfinancial.com or call 760 636-8266. Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #1995783,WWW.firstwestfinancial.com
 JoAnne Thompson is a Notary Public, and a Notary Signing Agent, which means I can assist with Real Estate transactions. My business is Impress Mobile Notary. My number is 760-799-7858 or email me at impmobilenotary@aol.com. Please call me for all your Notary needs. 
  Enedina Sutton, a Distributor of Nature Sunshine Products and a long-time parishioner. Has Herbal Supplements, all kinds of Vitamins, ointments, essential Oils, disinfectant products and much more. I do the business from home. I can be reached at 760-345-3754. I live in Sun City Palm Desert community.
CARPET EMPIRE FLOORING DESIGN CENTER: Call Mike Tomlinson at 760-485 2058 (direct) or the Store at 760-324-9797 Ext. 107 for all your flooring needs. You walk on Carpet Empire’s carpet each time you enter the Chapel.
SUNTECH CONSULTING & ROOFING, INC: Call Bill Fitzgerald at 760 275 4749 for all your roofing needs. SUNTECH provides roofing protection for Christ of the Desert.
 Pope’s monthly intentions for 2026:
APRIL: For priests in crisis: Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.
The Christ of the Desert “Bulletin” now appears on www.sacredheartpalmdesert.com website. Open the site and click on “church”, look down on the bottom left for Christ of the Desert. Open this site for the “bulletin” and other information about our community.
 CELEBRATION SECTION:
There will be an information providing sheet on the table near the Chapel exit/entrance area.
You can always email the information to me as well. 
You can sign up for any month NOW. I will keep a record of your special month and enter it when that month arrives.
WHO HAS A DATE IN APRIL & YOU WANT ME TO ADD TO THE NOTICES BELOW?
DISCLAIMER: If information below is incorrect, please let me know and I will correct the error.
2026
APRIL BIRTHDAY SECTION:
Sue Millington – April 2nd
Bob Ruehl - April 3rd.
Mary Lindstrom – April 3rd.
Louise McCall - April 7th.
Barbara Dunn – April 14th.
Betty Schultz - April 17th.
Joyce Sosebee - April 18th.
Jim LaBaugh – April 18th.
Bob Smith – April 20th.
Carol Anderson – April 21st
Howard Lincoln – April 23rd.
Dan Smith – April 29th.
Gayle Budd – April 20th.
Dave Bannon – April 30th.
APRIL BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Jamie Rogers – April 3rd, Brother of Crys Mueller.
Max Gregory Sosebee - April 16th, son of Joyce Sosebee.
 APRIL HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Carl & Lois Hickey – April 17th.
George Brady and Anna Marie Capitanelli celebrated their 18th anniversary on April 27th.
Jan & Patrick McCoy – April 30th.
APRIL REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
Christine Smith, mother of Daria Smith, passed away on April 1st.
Jackie Capitanelli, Matriarch of the Capitanelli family, passed away April 7, 2023.
Larry Bean, husband of Louella, passed away on April 13th.
Pope Francis passed away April 21st, 2025.
Daniel Pepper, husband of JoAnn, passed away on April 22nd, 2018.
John Schumaker, son of Jesse Schumaker, passed away on April 30, 2017.
Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered  

“Who would you like to pray” for section:
Please send me your new updated petitions which will appear in green.
Many of you pray for special intentions at Sunday Mass. Please send me those intentions so the entire Parish can pray to the LORD with you.
I ask for continued prayers for our long-time parishioner Edna Holman. Jessie Schumaker
Please pray for my daughter, Lisa Gruebel, who has been diagnosed with lung cancer, Suzanne Cummings.
Please pray for my friends Joe, Jack, Ted & Gene. Roxanne Reed
THIS WE PRAY TO THE LORD!!!
 Christ of the Desert office hours: 760-346-0089
Office hours are from 9:30 to 1:30 Monday- Friday. Please call first to be sure Cindy is available. When Cindy is in the office, the office door is locked. Please ring the doorbell “to get her attention”.
 ON GOING MESSAGE SECTION:
Please continue to consider supporting our community with the following options:
Mail your weekly or monthly offering to Christ of the Desert. All our regular mail goes to Sacred Heart so you would need to use that address. Make checks payable to Christ of the Desert.
CHRIST OF THE DESERT c/o.
SACRED HEART CHURCH 43-775 DEEP CANYON ROAD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260.
Or, go to your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service. You can set up an automatic payment directly from there. If you have any trouble doing this or don’t have a computer, just call your bank and they can help you.
Please make sure that you tell the bank to make the check payable to Christ of the Desert but send the check to Sacred Heart’s address: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260
Jay Mueller
Stay Healthy! Do good work! Keep in touch!!!!
 
SHC & COD Finance Council Member
SHC & COD Parish Council Member
COD Remembrance Walk Coordinator
SHC Remembrance Square Coordinator
SHC East Valley Outreach Program Coordinator
CELL NUMBER: 760-777-3745
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