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Today’s Agenda

 Introduction of Counselors

 Graduation Requirements & 

Promotion

 3 E’s and why

 Importance of the Junior Year

 College Entrance Exams

 HOPE Scholarship/Zell Miller 

Scholarship



WRHS Counseling Department

Lori Walker

A-F

Lamontay Jefferson

G, ELL, TEST. CORD.

Janet Wade

H-O

Karen Strong

P-Z 

Shannon Mitchell

Achievement  Specialist

Laura Melnick

504 Coordinator & HHB Liaison



Graduation 
Requirements

Area of Study Required Credits

English 4 credits

Math 4 credits

Science 4 credits

Social Science 3 credits

3 CTAE/Foreign Language/Fine Arts

(Foreign language is not required for 

graduation but is required for entrance 

into a 4-year college or university.)

5 General Electives

8 credits

Personal Fitness/Health or 3 yrs. of 

JROTC

1 credit

Total Credits 24 credits

Graduation Requirements

Your high school years are designed to have 28+ credits by graduation. 



 High School Promotion

5 or more credits-Sophomore

11 or more credits-Junior

17 or more credits- Senior

24-Graduate, minimum



Where Do I Start?

• 1. Get to know your 

counselor

• 2. Ask questions – Do research

• 3.Take ACT and/or SAT 

• 4.Discuss college/career 

planning with your 

Counselor/Parents

• 5. Accept the Google 

Classroom invitation for Class of 

2028 and then invite your 

parent.

• 6. Begin to think and plan for 

your E in the 3 E’s 

(Employment, Enlistment, 

Enrollment). Counselors will 

assist students with developing 

their plan in their senior year. 



• Prepare for senior year

• Acquire your class rank and 
GPA.

• Choose classes wisely.

• Confirm you have all 
graduation requirements.

• Look into scholarships.

• Visit colleges.

• Speak with your counselor.

• Speak with your parents.



SAT measures what you know and how well you can apply it. It’s 
considered an aptitude test, measuring reasoning and verbal abilities.

Two sections: 1. Evidence-based Reading and Writing.

2. Math.

Length of the test is 2 hours and 14 minutes.

Scores range from 400-1600 for combined score.

Subject tests – test in one particular area. Science, math, history



American College Test 
(ACT)

www.act.org

 Scores 1-36

 4 Subject areas. English, 
Math, Reading, Science.

 2 hours 5 minutes without 
Science & Writing



Differences between SAT/ACT
SAT/ACT

1.Subject content

2. Equipment

3. Scoring

4. To essay or not to essay

5. Length

6. Cost-The cost of each test varies only slightly but may determine whether 

you decide to take both or whether you take one of them.

ACT SAT

English: 35 mins

Math: 50 mins

Reading: 40 mins

Reading: 64 mins

Break 10 mins

Math : 70 mins

ACT SAT

$70.00 fee $68.00 fee



YOU CAN TAKE THE
SAT FOR FREE! IF YOU 

ARE 

ELIGIBLE FOR 
FREE/REDUCE 

LUNCH.

TWICE! 1 Jr./1Sr. year

PICK UP YOUR FEE 
WAIVER DIRECTIONS
IN THE COUNSELORS’ 

OFFICE



HOPE Scholarship & HOPE Grant

Ways to help pay for College!

HOPE Scholarship/HOPE Grant

HOPE Scholarship is a merit-based 

award available to Georgia 

residents who have demonstrated 

academic achievement. A HOPE 

Scholarship recipient must 

graduate from high school with a 

minimum 3.00 grade point average 

(as calculated by GSFC) and 

maintain a minimum 3.00 

cumulative postsecondary grade 

point average to remain eligible. 

The scholarship provides tuition 

assistance to students pursuing an 

undergraduate degree at a HOPE 

Scholarship eligible college or 

university in Georgia.
  

HOPE Grant is available to Georgia 

residents who are pursuing a certificate or 

diploma. A HOPE Grant recipient must 

maintain a minimum 2.00 cumulative 

postsecondary grade point average to 

remain eligible. The grant provides tuition 

assistance to students enrolled at a HOPE 

Grant eligible college or university in 

Georgia.



Zell Miller Scholarship
▪ Zell Miller Scholarship is a merit-

based award available to Georgia 

residents, similar to the HOPE 

Scholarship, but with more stringent 

academic requirements. 

▪ Graduate as the Valedictorian or 

Salutatorian with a 3.0 and 

earned four full academic rigor 

credits, or

▪ Graduate with a 3.7 GPA, with four 

full academic rigor credits and in a 

single test administration score • 

1200 on the math and reading 

portions of the SAT or • 26 composite 

ACT 

▪  GSFC will determine the high 

school GPA and SAT/ACT scores 



Understanding the High School HOPE GPA
 The high school HOPE GPA calculation is used for the 

purpose of determining academic eligibility for HOPE 
Scholarship and Zell Miller Scholarship. A student's high 
school HOPE GPA is not the same as his or her high school 
GPA.

 Accredited Georgia public and private high schools 
electronically submit transcript data and academic rigor to 
GSFC for the calculation for HOPE or Zell Miller 
Scholarship GPA to determine students’ initial academic 
eligibility.

 The high school HOPE GPA calculation includes core 
courses as defined by Georgia Department of Education 
(GaDOE).

            Grades and Weighting

 All grades earned (pass and fail) for attempted coursework 
in the core subjects during the student's 9th through 12th 
grade years that could be used to satisfy a core course 
graduation requirement, according to GaDOE, is equated to 
a grade on a traditional 4.0 scale to two decimal places, 
where an "A" equals 4.0, "B" equals 3.0, "C" equals 2.0, "D" 
equals 1.0, and "F" equals 0. Note:  There is not a separate 
scale for grades that include a plus (+) or minus (-
), example “B-“ equals 3.0.

 Note: The high school HOPE GPA calculation will count all 
attempts of the same course, if taken more than once.

 From the eligible core courses, any weighting added by the 
high school is removed, then half a point (0.5) is added back 
to grades of “B”, “C”, “D”, and “F” for Advanced Placement 
(AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), and Dual 
Enrollment (DE) degree-level core courses.

 Note: Honors coursework is not weighted.

 Note: The HOPE Scholarship GPA calculation does not 
allow for any rounding.

Academic Rigor Requirements

 A student meeting the requirements to be a HOPE 
Scholar at the time of high school graduation must 
earn a minimum of four full rigor credits from 
the Academic Rigor Course List prior to graduating 
from high school.

 Credits received for academic rigor courses must be 
from the categories below:

 Advanced math, such as advanced algebra and 
trigonometry, math III, taken at the high school, or an 
equivalent or higher course taken for degree level 
credit at an Eligible Postsecondary Institution;

 Advanced science, such as chemistry, physics, biology 
II, taken at the high school, or an equivalent or higher 
course taken for degree level credit at an Eligible 
Postsecondary Institution;

 Foreign language courses taken at the high school, or 
taken for degree level credit at an Eligible 
Postsecondary Institution; or

 Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate or 
Dual Enrollment degree-level core courses.

 My High School HOPE GPA

 Georgia public and private high school students may 
check their high school HOPE GPA calculation and 
status upon completion of the 9th grade and by 
signing into their GAfutures account and select My 
High School HOPE GPA.

https://case.georgiastandards.org/
https://case.georgiastandards.org/
https://www.gafutures.org/media/apofcfmn/rigor-list-september-2025.pdf
https://secure.gafutures.org/
https://secure.gafutures.org/


HOPE Rigor Courses 

 ACADEMIC RIGOR REQUIREMENTS -

Credits received for academic rigor 

must be selected from the categories 

below:

  Advanced math: Such as advanced 

algebra, trigonometry, or math III. 

Taken at the high school, or an 

equivalent or higher course taken for 

degree level credit at an Eligible 

Postsecondary Institution

  Advanced science  Such as chemistry, 

physics, or biology II. Taken at the high 

school, or an equivalent or higher 

course taken for degree level credit at 

an Eligible Postsecondary Institution 

  Foreign language courses  Taken at 

the high school, or taken for degree 

level credit at an Eligible Postsecondary 

Institution; or 

  Advanced Placement, International 

Baccalaureate or Dual Credit Enrollment 

courses in Core subjects 



Dual Enrollment
What is Dual Enrollment? Georgia’s Dual 
Enrollment Program provides funding for students 
who are dually enrolled at a participating eligible 
public or private high school, or home study 
program in Georgia, and a participating eligible 
postsecondary institution in Georgia. These 
students take postsecondary coursework for credit 
towards both high school graduation or home 
study completion and postsecondary degree, 
diploma, or certificate requirements. The 
program is offered during all terms of the school 
year: fall, spring and summer semester or fall, 
winter, spring and summer quarter.

***Students MUST schedule an appointment with 
your counselor prior to starting the DE process.



▪ www.gafutures.org







ASVAB – MILITARY TEST ENTRANCE

What's tested on the ASVAB?

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery is an aptitude test 

administered by the United States Military Entrance Processing 

Command.

Why take the ASVAB in high school?

The ASVAB serves as a useful tool to let a high school student and 

their families make an educated decision on how to proceed with 

formal education beyond the senior year.





Questions & 

Answers

www.act.org

www.collegeboard.com

www.gafutures.org

www.hcbe.net

• www.act.org

• www.collegeboard.com

• www.gafutures.org

• www.hcbe.net

Resources:

Thank you for YOUR 
attention!!

http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.gafutures.org/
http://www.hcbe.net/
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