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Jennings School District

Schools

ELEMENTARY
FAIRVIEW PRIMARY
FAIRVIEW INTERMEDIATE
NORTHVIEW ELEMENTARY
WOODLAND ELEMENTARY
HANRAHAN ELEMENTARY

JUNIOR HIGH
JOHNSON JENNINGS JUNIOR HIGH

HIGH
  JENNINGS SENIOR HIGH
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The Jennings School District is dedicated to providing quality educational 
services to students from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade.  Our district 
serves a diverse community and offers a comprehensive range of academic, 
extracurricular, and support services.  Our facilities include five elementary 
schools, one junior high, and one senior high school, all of which are focued 
on creating a safe and engaging environment where students can thrive 
academically, socially, and emotionally.

As we look ahead to the 2025-2026 school year, we are pleased to present 
the proposed budget for the District.  The budget is a reflection of our 
commitment to delivering excellence in education while carefully managing 
our resources to ensure the long-term sustainability of our schools.  We have 
worked collaboratively with educators, administrators, staff, and community 
members to develop a financial plan that supports both the immediate and 
future needs of our students and schools.

The proposed budget prioritzes key areas such as enhancing educational 
programs, expanding professional development for our dedicated staff, and 
maintaining safe, modern, and well-equipped facilties.  We are also focused 
on addressing the unique of our student population, providing additional 
support services, and ensuring that every student has the opportunity to 
succeed.

We understand the importance of fiscal repsonsibility, and we have worked to 
ensure that this budget reflects a balance between supporting the academic 
needs of our students and being responsible stewards of taxpayer dollars.  
This budget also accounts for changes in funding sources, inflationary 
pressures, and the evolving needs of our District.

Thank you for your continued support of the Jennings 
School District. Together, we can ensure that our 
students have the resources and opportunities they 
need to succeed and grow in the coming years.

Introduction
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Creating and managing the District's budget is an ongoin process 
throughout the year.  The fiscal year starts on July 1 and ends on June 
30, but preparation begins in the preceding year. Once school is in 
session during the fall, planning for the upcoming year kicks off.  Initial 
projections for enrollment and staff are made, and any new or changing 
expenditure needs are identified in areas such as curriculum and student 
services.  The capital project plan is also reviewed to determine which 
major repairs and improvments may be scheduled for the upcomiing 
year.

By late in the calendar year, preliminary revenue estimates are 
generated. Enrollement figures, staffing needs, program changes and 
major projects are reviewed and refined.  During the winter months, the 
information gathered is analyzed and adjusted.  In early Spring, 
enrollment projections, staffing needs, and program changes are 
finalized, and teacher contracts for the next year are printed and 
distributed.

Preliminary budget details - such as budget assumptions and key 
projected expenditures are shared with the Board during winter and 
spring finance committee meetings for discussion.  The final budget is 
present at the June meeting for approval.

The school  district's budget is a dynamic document that is continuously 
reviewd and updated.  In the coming months, the Board will be presented 
with proposed budget amendments to address any evolving needs. 

Summary of Budget
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Property Taxes

Property taxes are determined based on the assessed valuation, which 
is the value assigned to real estate and personal property within 
the district. By May 31 of odd-numbered assessment years, 
the county assessor must provide the assessed 
valuation for the year, with updated figures reported in 
the summer and fall.

The District's accounts are structred based on legally established funds, each of 
which operates as a seperated accounting entity.  Each fund is managed with its own 
set of self-balancing accounts that track its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, 
and expenditures, all using the modified cash basis of accounting.  Resources are 
allocated to and tracked in individual funds based on their intended purposes and the 
controls in place for thier expenditures.

The district's revenues and expenditures are maintained across four primary funds:

General Fund: This is the district's main operating fund, covering expenditures for 
non-certified emplolyees, pupil transportation, facility operations, student body 
activities, community services, food service programs, and any other costs not 
required or permitted to be recorded in other funds.
 
Special Revenue (Teachers') Fund: This fund tracks revenue from specific taxes or 
toerh designated sources.  It accounts for expenditures related to certified 
employees involved in administration and instruction, including revenues, 
designated  by state and local tax levies for teacher salaries and benefits.
 
Debt Service Fund: This fund receives revenue from the debt service tax levy and 
other earmarked sources, using these funds exclusively for making principal and 
interest payments on the district's long-term debt.  These funds are restricted for 
this purpose only.
 
Capital Projects Fund: This fund tracks major capital expenditures, including bond 
proceeds. It can only be used for land acquisition, building construction, and other 
significant capital projects as specified in bond issue documents.

Summary of Budget
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The district must submit its tax levy to the County Clerk before October 1.  Prior 
to setting the tax rate, the district is required to hold a public hearing, allowing 
citizens to voice thier opinions on the proposed rate.   Public notice of the 
hearing must be made at least seven days in advance.

The is was a reassessment year - where the county assigns new values to 
residential and commerical properities - and the assessed valuation for the 
property in the JSD boundary increased by 35.4 percent.  The projected new 
rate is expected to be near $3.0847 for residential properties and $3.4082 for 
commerical real estate.  The personal property rate is now projected to be 
$4.8034.

The final tax rate will be determined in September, based on the most up-to-
date data available at that time.  Using current information, the 2025-2026 
blended real estate tax rate is projected to be $4.3161, broken down as follows:

Prop C Sales Tax

A statewide 1% sales tax is collected and sent to the State, which then 
redistributes the funds to school districts on a per-pupil basis. Over the past 
few years, the collections and payments to districts have seen a significant 
increase.  However, over the past year, there has been a slowdown in spending 
statewide, which has redicued the amount of Prop C sales taxes received.  The 
trend is expected to continue for the 25-26 school year.

State Funding

The majority of state funding for the district is determined by student 
attendance and enrollment figures, along with other relevant data that must be 
reported to the state by June 15 each year.

Before the 2006-2007 school year, the state changed its funding formula for 
school districts.  Under the previous formula, the Jennings School District 
received more funding per student than under the new formula.  As a 
reuslt, the district was designated as "hold-harmless" meaning 
t continued to receive the higher per-student amount from 
the old-formula.  The hold-Harmless amount for 
Jennings is approximately $5,586 per student.

General Fund: $3.3991
Debt Service Fund: $0.9170
Total Tax Levy: $4.3161



Typically, the District receives state funding based on the highest average 
daily attendance (ADA) fromt he current two prior years.  For the 2024-2025 
school year, the state used attendance numbers from the 2022-2023 and 
2023-2024 school years.  These attendance numbers are adjusted, or 
"weighted," for districts with higher percentages of students qualifying for free 
and reduced lunch. 

In 2024-2025, the weighted ADA was 2327.95, which was the highest from the 
two fiscal years of 2023-2024 and 2024-2025.

Enrollment and attendance are expected to remain stable for the 2025-2026 
school year.  Enrollment will be based on the 2024-2025 school year, and the 
state funding will be based on the 2024-2025 weighted ADA of 2327.95, 
reflecting a 1.7% increase.  The State Adequacy Target is projected to 
increase to $7,145 for the 2025-2026 school year, however, we will continue 
to budget conservatively and budget at the current amount of $6,760 until a 
clearer resolution around state funding is gained.  As a result of these 
changes, funding under the state formula is expected to essentially remain at 
teh same funding level, because of the slight increase in enrollement.

Additionally, the state will provide extra funding for preschool programs in the 
2025-2026 school year, with the district expected to receive approximately 
$725,000.

Federal Revenue

Federal revenue has significantly decreased over the past year due to the 
ending of ESSER pandemic funds.  It was expected that federal revenue would 
normalize the 2024-2025 school yea and it did.  For the 2025-2026 
schol year, Federal revenue is expected to be at about the same levels 
as the 2024-2025 school year now tha the pandemic funds have ended. 
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Expenditures

Key changes to the 2025-2026 Operating Budget compared to the current 
year include:

During the 2024-2025 school year, the district experienced a notable increase 
in its fund balances, with the operating fund projected to reach 68.20% by June 
30,2025.  Looking ahead to the 2025-2026 school year, the district is 
continuing its planned strategic spending of both operating and Proposition J 
funds, with increased expenditures aligned to support strategic priorities and 
capital improvement projects.  Despite the rise in expenditures, the year-end 
operating fund balance is expected to remain stable at approximately $26.5 
million, representing around 71.7 % of total annual expenditures.

Staff on the teacher salary scale will get a raise of 2.25%
Increases of up to 12% for District Administrators at the building level
Employee health insurance costs will increase by 18%
The addition of approximately 2 new staff positions, PCBL Coordinator and 
Bus Monitor
$250,000 earmarked for flexible seating for classrooms
Increased funding for the performing arts
Allocation of $200,000 for District capital improvements (2 Vehicles, 
Painting, and Roofing)
Allocation of Prop J funds
Contingency accounts for the Superintendent and CFO to cover unforseen 
expenses

Fund Balances
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Bond Indebtedness

In April 2016, voters approved a $3 million bond for additional renovations and 
improvements.  The bond were sold in July 2016, along with $5.8 million in 
refunding bonds used to pay off older, higher-interest debt.

In April 2020, the district issued $4.445 million in bonds to refinance older 
bonds, resulting in additional interest savings.

The district's total bonded debt is $17,650,000.  Payments for principal and 
interest are made fromt he Debt Service Fund, and the levy int he Debt Service 
Fund is sufficient to cover these required payments.

On August 6, 2024, voters approved Proposition J where $9,000,000 in 
General Obligation Bonds was issued for the purpose of constructing, 
renovating, improving, furnishing and equipping school sites, buildings and 
related facilities for school purposed.  On November 26, 2024 the $9,000,000 
of bonds was issued at a premium, generating additional funds for the district 
to spend toward capital projects.  The Debt Service Levy, remains unchanged 
at $0.99 per $100 of assessed valuation for real and personal property.

The final budget will be presented to the Board of Education for approval at the 
June 9, 2025 meeting.

A school district's budget is a living document that is continuously reviewed 
and upated.  Throughout the year, the Board will be presented with proposed 
budget amendments to address changing needs.
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Revenue, 
Expenditures, 
Transfers, and 
Fund Balance

Total All Funds

The first page provides an overview of all funds combined, giving a 
comprehensive summary of the district's financial position.  Following this, 
each individual fund is detailed on seperate pages, offering a more specific 
breakdown of the financial activities and balances for each fund. These 
sections ensure a clear understanding of the allocation and management of 
resources across all areas of the district's budget.

General Fund

Capital Projects Fund

12

Special Revenue Fund

Debt Service Fund
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Total All Funds
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General Fund
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Special Revenue Fund
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Debt Service Fund
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Capital Projects Fund
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Schedule of 
Bonded 

Indebtedness
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Bond Payment Schedule
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Conclusion

The 2025-2026 budget positions the Jennings School District to continue to 
delivering high-quality education while maintaining strong financial 
stewardship.  It strategically directs resources toward enhancing student 
achievement, supporting and retaining dedicated staff, expanding academic 
and extracurricular opportunities, and improving school facilities across the 
district.

With a projected fund balance of $26.5 million (71.7%), the District will remain 
fiscally sound even as it increases spending in priority areas.  Key 
investments - such as staff compensation, flexible learning spaces, 
expanded preschool programming, and infrastructure upgrades - reflect a 
thoughtful balance between current nees and long-term sustainability.

This budget also prepares the District to adapt to changing circumstances, 
with built-in contingency funds and a commitment to ongoing review and 
adjustment through future amendments.  The continued implementation of 
Prop J capital funds will further enhance the physcial learning environment and 
help fulfill the promises made to the community.

In summary, the 2025-2026 budget is a student-centered, future-focused 
plan tha supports educational excellence while keeping to our commitement 
of financal stability.  Through collaborative planning and sound financial 
practices, the District is well-positioned to support every learner, every day.


