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That way, they will more likely remem-
ber what they learned and practice it in
real-world situations. 

In addition to being learners, Vecellio
says children should be “reflective of the
world around them.” With her role in
education, she wants to help them along
the way so they can have a positive im-
pact on society. 

Switching to virtual education

She started teaching virtually in the
2020-21 school year. The next school

Having grown up in a family of edu-
cators, Lane Vecellio got a behind-the-
scenes view of the steady commitment
of teachers. She had a deep passion for
children and improving our society
through them. “I thought, children are
our future so that’s the best way I can
help out,” she said. Inspired by her fam-
ily, she became a teacher. Now a teacher
at the Virtual Academy at Randolph,
she’s making a difference in the lives of
children.

Starting the journey as a teacher

Vecellio got her bachelor’s degree in
elementary education in the spring of
2016 and became a first-grade teacher
that August. She also volunteered in
ways that would help her grow as a
teacher.

A teacher’s role can be exhausting.
There are so many students in one
classroom, and it is stressful trying to
give each one an individualized educa-
tion while helping them reach their po-
tential. Throughout one day, teachers
make many decisions. They need to
meet all the requirements and stay in
line with the standards of the state,
while meeting students’ needs. Plan-
ning and achieving a good balance are
challenges, especially for new teachers.

Starting out as a teacher, it was diffi-
cult to adapt to these demands.

Vecellio says you have to find out how
to succeed and you learn to balance,
multi-task and do the work as you’re
able to. Beginning teachers have to find
out how they can get things done in a
way that works for them and get into a
pattern. 

She feels that kids’ education needs
to be engaging, especially for young
children. She needed to find various
ways to keep them very invested, mak-
ing their education applicable to them.

year, 2021-22, a teaching position was
available in the Virtual Academy at
Randolph. 

She got the job of teaching a combi-
nation class of kindergarteners and
first-graders at the Virtual Academy.
She taught writing, reading, social
studies, math and science. In small
groups, she also taught fundamentals
such as letters, sounds and how to
read. It was her sixth year as an educa-
tor, and her first time of teaching in 

‘It’s an evolutionary
time in education’

At the end of the 2021-22 school year, Virtual Academy at Randolph teacher
Lane Vecellio and others at the school had an event with a beach theme. They
were able to tell students goodbye while ushering in the summer.
VIRTUAL ACADEMY AT RANDOLPH

Virtual Academy
at Randolph
teacher makes
difference in
public school 

See VECELLIO, Page 2A
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WASHINGTON – For most of the
major carbon-polluting nations,
promising to fight climate change is a
lot easier than actually doing it. In the
United States, President Joe Biden has
learned that the hard way.

Among the 10 biggest carbon emit-
ters, only the European Union has en-
acted policies close to or consistent
with international goals of limiting
warming to just a few more tenths of a
degree, according to scientists and ex-
perts who track climate action in
countries.

But Europe, which is broiling
through a record-smashing heat wave
and hosting climate talks this week,
also faces a short-term winter energy
crunch, which could cause the conti-
nent to backtrack a tad and push other
nations into longer, dirtier energy
deals, experts said.

“Even if Europe meets all of its cli-
mate goals and the rest of us don’t, we
all lose,” said Kate Larsen, head of inter-
national energy and climate for the re-
search firm Rhodium Group. Emissions 

See CLIMATE, Page 2A

A flare burns at Venture Global LNG
in Cameron, La., on April 21. The
panic over natural gas has some
countries jumping onto the
bandwagon of liquefied natural gas,
which still emits carbon. MARTHA

IRVINE/AP FILE

Major
countries
lag on
climate
action
Experts: Only EU now 
on track to meet goals
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RALEIGH – The president of North
Carolina’s community college system is
stepping down, as board members who
lost confidence in him after barely 18
months on the job accepted his resigna-
tion.

Thomas Stith III, once chief of staff to
then-GOP Gov. Pat McCrory and a for-
mer Durham city council member, will
resign effective Friday, according to a
statement released Tuesday by State
Board of Community Colleges Chair
Burr Sullivan.

The statement disclosing the resig-

nation came days after board members
met behind closed doors for three hours.
Friday’s closed session was in part to
talk about Stith’s performance related
to his goals as president, and followed
Stith’s presentation on those goals.

The state board voted in December
2020 to hire Stith as the next president
of the 58-college system, which is one of
the nation’s largest. Now a presidential
search will have to begin to seek another
new leader. Four different permanent
presidents and two interims have held
the job since 2015. 

An emergency board meeting was
scheduled for Wednesday, with consid-
ering the selection of the next interim

president on the agenda. 
“The board thanks Mr. Stith for his

service and wishes him well,” Sullivan
said in a news release. “Despite a
change in leadership, the important
work of the great 58 community col-
leges will continue. The board remains
confident and committed to meeting the
higher education and training needs of
our citizens and businesses, especially
during this critical time.”

Stith, who headed the U.S. Small
Business Administration in North Caro-
lina before taking the president’s job,
said in the same release that it’s been an 

NC community colleges chief Stith resigning after 18 months

See STITH, Page 3A
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Thomas Stith III, the president of North
Carolina's community college system, is
stepping down. He will resign effective
Friday, according to a statement
released Tuesday. AP PHOTO/GERRY BROOME
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Randolph County. She was honored
with the Teacher of the Year award for
the Virtual Academy at Randolph. 

“I definitely went through my ups
and downs with trying to take every-
thing I learned (from) in-person teach-
ing and switching it to virtual,” said Ve-
cellio. 

Transitioning to virtual teaching
from in-person was challenging, but it
helped her to be innovative and was
very rewarding. Instead of looking at
what worked well with traditional in-
person teaching, she had to start with a
fresh outlook to see what would be suc-
cessful with virtual education. That
opened up a creative opportunity for
her. She did a lot of research and tried
different things.

This new way of using technology for
education has given more opportunities
to students as well. They have access to
more resources than what would be

available in the classroom. 
With virtual learning, Vecellio said

she’s been able to individualize her
teaching more. Through technology, she
can see how well students are doing in
real time and address problems sooner
than with in-person learning. This is
beneficial particularly for the younger
students who are learning reading and
writing. They don’t have to handle tran-
sition times or in-person issues like
waiting for a particular class to deal
with a problem. She has short periods of
time in which she can give students
one-on-one help.

She feels like she now has more com-
munication with students’ families,
which helps her understand students’
needs and support them more. Instead
of sporadic communication with par-
ents like it is with in-person learning,
she was able to be in contact with them
daily. Communication helps ensure that
students meet her expectations and
that she’s aware if there’s something
that’s not working. 

Parents use the communication plat-
form a lot. “I think this is the first year

I’ve been able to speak to almost every
parent within a couple of days … and
that hardly ever happens,” Vecellio said. 

Although teaching can be demanding
and tiresome, it’s rewarding to feel like
the students are your family and you’re
a part of their families. Vecellio says that
drives you to keep perfecting the prac-
tice as an educator. 

Making public education better
during this evolutionary time

Having gotten her master’s in school
administration last year, she wanted to
gain leadership experience helping oth-
er teachers. The Virtual Academy had
limited staff, so in addition to teaching,
she helped with leadership on the ele-
mentary-school and middle-school lev-
els. She assisted with things such as
putting the curriculum together, prob-
lem-solving and forming course materi-
als. She was an advocate for the staff
and teachers, trying to improve things
by obtaining resources and planning for
the next year. 

“I think it’s an evolutionary time in

education and so my goal is to be a part
of that evolution and make our public
education system better,” said Vecellio. 

She has made many good connec-
tions with coworkers. Although it’s hard
being an educator, the teachers bond
with each other, working together to im-
prove things. “They always say, ‘It takes
a village to raise a child.’ Well, it takes a
village to educate them as well,” said Ve-
cellio. 

Vecellio is glad to be part of the hard-
working staff at the Virtual Academy,
and she plans to keep teaching there.
She wants to make better use of the
technology and continue making strong
bonds with the kids and their parents,
which will help students grow. 

She hopes to eventually work in
school administration, providing more
support for teachers to improve their
ability to help students.

Amy Dunn writes people profiles.
Know someone in Randolph County who
is making an impact or has an interest-
ing story? Email suggestions to
adunn@courier-tribune.com.

Vecellio
Continued from Page 1A

of heat-trapping gases don’t stop at na-
tional borders, nor does the extreme
weather that’s being felt throughout the
Northern Hemisphere.

“It’s a grim outlook. There’s no get-
ting away from it, I’m afraid,” said cli-
mate scientist Bill Hare, CEO of Climate
Analytics. His group joined with the
New Climate Institute to create the Cli-
mate Action Tracker, which analyzes
nations’ climate targets and policies
compared to the goals of the 2015 Paris
Agreement.

The tracker describes as “insuffi-
cient” the policies and actions of the
world’s top two carbon polluters, China
and the U.S., as well as Japan, Saudi
Arabia and Indonesia. It calls Russia
and South Korea’s policies “highly in-
sufficient,” and Iran comes in as “criti-
cally insufficient.” Hare says No. 3 emit-
ter India “remains an enigma.”

“We are losing ground against ambi-
tious goals” such as keeping global
warming to less than 3.6 degrees Fahr-
enheit or 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit since
pre-industrial times, said veteran inter-
national climate negotiator Nigel Purvis
of Climate Advisers. The world has al-
ready warmed 2 degrees Fahrenheit
since pre-industrial times.

Seven years ago, when almost all the
nations of the world were preparing for
what would become the Paris climate
agreement, “it was all about ambition
and setting ambitious targets,” Larsen
said. “Now we are transitioning into a
new phase that’s really about imple-
mentation … I don’t think the interna-
tional community knows how to do im-
plementation.”

Other nations and the United Na-
tions can pressure countries to set

goals, but enacting laws and rules is a
tougher sell. While Europe has been
successful with “a long history of imple-
menting and ratcheting up existing pol-
icies,” Larsen said, that’s not the case in
the United States. The U.S. is on track to
cut emissions by 24% to 35% below
2005 levels by 2030, far shy of the na-
tion’s pledge to reduce emissions by
50% to 52% in that time, according to a
new analysis by Rhodium Group.

Biden is running low on options, said
Larsen, a report co-author. Congress –
specifically key Sen. Joe Manchin of
West Virginia – is balking on the presi-
dent’s climate-fighting legislation, and
the Supreme Court curbed power plant
regulations.

Congressional action “was a big win-
dow of opportunity that would have al-

lowed us to be on track to our goal,” Lar-
sen said. A second window is available
in “the suite of federal regulations that
the Biden administration plans to re-
lease.”

“These are the two big deciders of
whether the U.S. will meet its target,
and one we have largely failed on. So in
that sense, it is a big miss because these
opportunities don’t come along very of-
ten,” she said.

“The U.S. can get close” to reaching
its goal, but it’s not close yet, Larsen
said. Whether that happens “depends
on the next three to 18 months of what
the administration does.”

Other nations, particularly China,
look at what the U.S. is doing to fight cli-
mate change and are reluctant to ratch-
et up their efforts if America isn’t doing

much, Purvis and Hare said.
At the urging of activists and some

Democrats, the Biden administration is
considering declaring a national emer-
gency because of climate change and
using special powers to cut carbon pol-
lution from power plants and vehicles.
Calling it an emergency is not enough;
what matters is the actions that follow,
Purvis said.

Biden could put a moratorium on fed-
eral lands and water. He could reinstate
a ban on U.S. oil exports. He could move
up spending on wind and solar. But all
are subject to a conservative Supreme
Court.

“The big question is where can Biden
go with executive orders and how con-
vincing is that going to be to other lead-
ers?” Hare said.

Elsewhere in the world, “the Russian
energy crisis has definitely been a major
setback,” Hare said. It’s a short-term
problem for Europe, and it’s even loos-
ened some of its rules, but “their long-
term policy framework is very robust,
and this might help them double down
on alternative energy,” Larsen said.

But the panic over natural gas has
other countries, specifically in Africa,
jumping onto the bandwagon of lique-
fied natural gas, which still emits car-
bon. The pivot to LNG has added 15% to
20% to the amount that the world uses,
Hare said.

While there is a risk Europe might
add infrastructure for natural gas that
will be hard to abandon, it looks like the
Russian invasion of Ukraine strength-
ened Europe’s resolve to reduce Russia’s
energy influence and get off fossil fuels,
Purvis said.

Meanwhile, electric vehicle sales in
America are rising, and the time when
they could hit “escape velocity” and
really make a difference is on the hori-
zon, Larsen said.

Climate
Continued from Page 1A

Farmer Sitaram Murmu, whose agriculture land had been transferred to build a
solar power plant, stands near the plant in Nagaon district, Assam state, India,
on Feb. 18. Most major countries are finding it easier to promise to fight climate
change than actually do it. ANUPAM NATH/AP
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