Advanced Plant and Soil Science Syllabus
Teacher: Mrs. Reeves
Phone: 830-367-4111 ext. 120
Email: jreeves@ingramisd.net
Conference Period:
Course Introduction: Advanced Plant & Soil Science  provides a way of learning about the natural world. Students should know how plant and soil science has influenced a vast body of knowledge, that there are still applications to be discovered, and that plant and soil science is the basis for many other fields of science. To prepare for careers in plant and soil science, students must attain academic skills and knowledge, acquire technical knowledge and skills related to plant and soil science and the workplace, and develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations.
Dual Credit: This course is offered for 6 hours of Dual Credit  through Palo Alto College. 
AGRI 1307 - Agronomy - Students will learn principles and practices in the development, production, and management of field crops including plant breeding, plant diseases, soils, insect control, and weed control. 
AGRI 1315 - Principles of Horticulture - Students will learn structure, growth, and development of horticultural plants, examination of environmental effects, basic principles of reproduction, production methods ranging from outdoor to controlled climates, nutrition, and pest management.
Course Requirements:Advanced Plant & Soil Science shall be taken as seriously as all core classes; students are required to pass ALL classes to participate in any UIL activity.  Students are required to come to class prepared to work on their chromebook and participate in hands-on activities.  Students will receive an ICEV student account to complete the majority of their class assignments in.  
 All students will be issued an online record book called The Ag Experience Tracker, which is a requirement from the state.  It can be found at www.theaet.com.  Students will be given the opportunity to work on this in class.  Students will be encouraged to join and participate in the Ingram FFA chapter, which will allow them to show an animal, as well as have the opportunity to be on leadership and career development teams.
Covid-19 Statement: Keeping our students safe is my number one priority. If mandated, masks/shields will be MANDATORY in the classroom at all times! Students will be responsible for sanitizing any communal classroom supplies used during that class period. If possible, bring your own supplies needed for the day to avoid this procedure.  Students will have assigned seats and assigned groups for any projects, discussions, reviews, etc…
 Classroom Expectations:
· Speak kindly (language, words, tone)
· Be humble
· Think first
· Listen well
· Show restraint
· Be trustworthy
· Be cheerful
· Give 110% everyday
· Be the exception; go well beyond what you and others “think” you can accomplish
· Come to class prepared to learn and work
· If you are having an off day (sick, overwhelmed, upset), communicate that with me appropriately before the start of class (NO, this can’t be on a regular basis)
· Be helpful
· Make our room a place to be proud of (keep it clean)
Classroom Policies: All agricultural science classrooms will follow the Ingram ISD teacher/student handbook. I would like to stress the following classroom policies:
· Respect (toward yourself and others)
· Use the parking lot for cell phones – no cell phone use in class unless instructed to use by the teacher.
· Warmups and Wrapups should be completed daily for a grade
· Due to safety guidelines, students will sit in assigned seats
· 2 minute bell - students must wait until this bell rings to put up Notes/Chromebook, get phones, and sanitize. They will be dismissed by the teacher, not this bell
· No food allowed in the classroom. Bottled water is permitted
· No cussing, swearing, inappropriate conversations, or racial slurs. 
· No headphones, earbuds, or sleeping
· Textbooks - must be put back on shelf if used and may be checked out if properly signed out
· Course books – must be kept in the appropriate bin in the classroom at all times
· All work needing to be graded should be turned in to the appropriately marked tray in the classroom or turn into Google Classroom on time
· IISD Chromebooks – students must daily bring their charged Chromebook to class
Grading Guidelines: Daily grades (40% of average) will consist of labs, online vocabulary checks, online activities, projects, etc....  Major grades (60%) will consist of online assessments, projects, etc... If extra credit is offered, ALL students will be given the opportunity to participate.
Major Assessments: If a student fails an assessmentt, he or she may have the option to retake assessment one more time.  Their highest grade will be recorded.
Late work: Is graded as follows:
· Major - 10 pts deducted per day late.  Will not accept work after 3 days late.
· Daily - 50 pts deducted per day late.  Will not accept work after 2 days late.
·       If there is a sub in the classroom, and the student does not complete and turn in the assignment that designated day, it will NOT be accepted late.
Make Up Work: It is the student’s responsibility to communicate with the teacher and to get his or her assignment from their icev account, google classroom, or the teacher. For every day the student is absent, they will have 2 days to complete the assignments. If it is not completed in the allotted time, it falls under the guidelines of late work.
Academic Dishonesty: will NOT be tolerated under any circumstances.
Copying, plagiarism, or cheating of any form on daily grade work will result in the following consequences:
· 1st offense/warning and redo work in the presence of an ITM staff member for a possible max grade of 70
· 2nd offense/warning and redo work in the presence of an ITM staff member for a possible max grade of 70
· 3rd  offense will result in failure of the assignment/ redo in the presence of an ITM staff member for possible max grade of 50, disciplinary referral, and parent contact
Copying, plagiarism, or cheating of any form on major grade work will result in the following consequences:
·  failure of the assignment/ redo in the presence of an ITM staff member for a possible max grade of 50
· disciplinary referral
· parent contact
Note – We will use MLA and APA format for assignments.  Purdue Owl is the best resource to assist students with this process.  All written assignments/ papers will be run through a plagiarism setting on Canvas.  
 Tutorials: Student may attend tutorials T-Th from 7-7:40 am
 Conferences: The absolute best way to reach me to discuss grades, behavior, or any other school concerns will be by e-mail.  Since I am out often for FFA and school related activities, the phone is not the best way to reach me.  If you do call, please leave a message, and I will return your call as soon as possible.  Grades and attendance can be checked on the district website regularly.  
 

Please detach, sign and return to class by ___________________for a DAILY GRADE.
 
I have read Mrs. Reeves’ syllabus for Advanced Plant & Soil Science  and agree with the terms written.
 
Printed Student Name__________________________________________________
 
Student Signature______________________________________________________
 
Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________________________
 
Best Contact Number in case of an emergency _______________________________
 



