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Pollard-McCall Jr. High School plans to adhere to the high standards set forth and mandated by the SDE, current state legislation and the Escambia County Board of Education.  We have made a commitment to provide maximum learning opportunities for all our children.  We feel that our curriculum will prepare students to be productive citizens.  The basic academic curriculum is based on SDE guidelines but is supplemented through various programs.
Student progress can be adequately and continuously assessed and monitored through diverse assessments such as observations, teacher-made tests, standardized tests, portfolios, writing journals, projects, computerized assessments and state mandated assessments.  Various strategies and procedures are used within the classroom to address individual learning styles.

Assessment must be ongoing since the primary goal is to determine if students are reaching mastery levels of achievement and should be used to drive all phases of instruction. 

READING
The reading curriculum at Pollard-McCall Jr. High is based on the Alabama State Course of Study, Escambia County, Alabama curriculum guidelines, and the Scott Foresman Reading Program which is the adopted reading series. The program is enhanced with the use of the Accelerated Reader Program and i-Ready.
i‑Ready is a comprehensive assessment and instruction program that empowers educators with the resources they need to help all students succeed. By connecting Diagnostic data and Personalized Instruction, i‑Ready reduces complexity, saves educators time, and makes differentiated instruction achievable in every classroom.

 

The Accelerated Reader Program is used as a motivational tool to encourage reading for enjoyment.  The media center has a flexible schedule to be used by all students.  Media personnel assist students with book selections, read various stories aloud, and teach a lesson to each class. The media center is also open for individual student use at times other than his/her scheduled class visit.

All teachers have received training and are certified to teach reading in the elementary school.  Specific training to optimize the effectiveness of our adopted reading series has been provided by the publishers. Personnel from the Scott Foresman Company have conducted workshops to train all teachers in the use of the program. Teachers have been trained in the critical components of reading instruction, such as how to assess proficiency in each component and how to use assessment data to drive instruction. Instructional aides and non-homeroom teachers assist in the daily instruction of reading in the intervention groups. This allows for smaller groups and/or individual attention.  
ASSESSMENT

The reading progress of all students is closely monitored. The i-Ready assessment is given in grades K-8 in the fall, winter, and spring.  i‑Ready Learning is a collection of rigorous reading and mathematics instructional resources designed to address every student’s learning needs, accelerate growth, and enable all students to access grade-level learning. 
i‑Ready Learning gives educators the ability to:

· Deliver precise instructional pathways that are guided by i‑Ready Assessment data

· Engage students through motivating, personalized instruction, learning games, and other resources
· Address learning gaps, provide scaffolded supports, challenge above-level students, and prepare all students for state and national standards.  
Teachers use the Scott Foresman assessment instruments, results from state mandated standardized tests, observations, oral assessments, and teacher- made assessments to guide instruction strategies and methods.

The primary reading skills assessed are:

· Reading with accuracy

· Reading fluently

· Reading Comprehension

Proficiency Levels    

Scott Foresman assessments consider mastery at 80%

Accelerated Reader considers 80% as mastery

Teacher made assessments usually consider 75% as proficient

State mandated standardized assessments will be used to indicate proficiency.
LANGUAGE

The Language Arts curriculum at Pollard-McCall Jr. High is based on the Alabama Course of Study. Language Arts includes reading, writing, and vocabulary.  In addition, informational skills are taught in language arts. Informational skills taught include using reference materials, tables of contents, glossaries, and title pages. Giving oral presentations and interpreting printed materials are also part of the language arts program.
Writing involves teaching the various writing styles, writing for proficiency, and handwriting. Students are taught to write for purposes which include the following: writing for enjoyment and to express ideas, writing as used in assessments, and writing as a means of communication.  A goal in teaching writing is to prepare students to be good writers and proficient in the expository, descriptive, and narrative modes of writing. Writing is addressed at every grade level and involves writing assignments using paper and pencil and computer programs. We try to expose all students to the use of technology as a means to publish their writing.   

ASSESSMENTS 

Teacher generated assessments are used to assess student knowledge.  Assessment of writing differs according to the intent of the lesson.  If the lesson is for enjoyment, grammatical errors may be noted but not graded.  If the writing is a response to an essay question on an assessment, the content may be more important than the grammar. Therefore, grammar errors may be noted but points not lost. In all writings, the content, style, grammar, and handwriting are to be observed and errors noted whether or not the writing is assessed. Students have a writing portfolio that is transferred to the next grade level thereby, allowing teachers to observe continuity in the progression of writing proficiencies.

Proficiency Levels 

· Teacher made assessments usually consider 75% proficient

· State mandated standardized assessments will be used to indicate proficiency.

MATHEMATICS

The mathematics curriculum at Pollard-McCall Jr. High is based on the Alabama Course of Study: College and Career Ready Standards and emphasizes the eleven domains of study for K-8 and eight mathematical practices. The domains are counting and cardinality, Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Number and Operations in Base Ten, Measurement and Data Geometry, Number and Operations, Fractions, Ratios and Proportional Relationships, The Number System, Expressions and Equations, Statistics and Probability, and Functions.  The mathematical practices include: make sense of problems and persevere in solving them, reason abstractly and quantitatively, construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others, model with mathematics, use appropriate tools strategically, attend to precision, look for and make use of structure, look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. The domains and mathematical practices are interwoven throughout the mathematics curriculum and are addressed at every grade level. The intent of the curriculum is to give each student a strong knowledge base in mathematical concepts and proficient skills in mathematical computations.

The Glencoe/McGraw Hill Math series is the adopted program used in Escambia County School System for students in grades 7 - 8. Harcourt Go-Math series is used for students in grades K- 6. This year the Engage New York Modules are being implemented into the curriculum in K-8.We are also an AMSTI school. Some of the AMSTI goals include, offering students meaningful mathematical problems, to emphasize depth in mathematical thinking rather than superficial exposure to a series of fragmented topics, to communicate mathematics content and pedagogy to teachers, and to substantially expand the pool of mathematically literate students. Additional resources are integrated into the program as deemed necessary.  These resources may be materials from other math programs or computerized programs.  Glencoe/McGraw Hill Math and Harcourt Math use a series of daily lessons with each lesson followed by a set of mathematical problems.  
The lesson is presented briefly using examples taught through guided practice. The daily lesson is designed to introduce a topic and render a review of previously taught lessons. Therefore, skills are taught and may be reintroduced several times over the course of the school year.

ASSESSMENTS
Glencoe/McGraw Hill Math and Harcourt Math are designed for performance assessments to be given at the end of every chapter. These assessments require students to integrate several mathematical concepts and skills in the application of solving real life situations.  

Proficiency Levels 
Teacher made assessments usually consider 75% proficient.
State mandated standardized assessments the will be used to indicate proficiency.
SOCIAL STUDIES

The Alabama State Course of Study is used as the basis for the social studies curriculum at Pollard-McCall Jr. High.  The textbook objectives are correlated with those set forth by the State Course of Study. Appropriate lessons are taught by guest speakers and through the use of technology.  Projects that require research and/or construction are also used to teach various segments of the curriculum.  The curriculum teaches map and globe skills, geography, culture and human relations, economics, civics, government lessons, and history from the historic to present-day.  
 ASSESSMENT

Teachers use a variety of assessments to measure student learning, with written assessments being only one.  Written assessments are in the form of teacher made assessments and published assessments.  Oral assessments are in the form of oral presentations and oral responses to questions.  Special projects, whether group or individual, can also be an assessment tool if they are used to assess understanding of materials taught and not presented just as a show of what one could physically do.

Proficiency Levels 

Teacher made assessments usually consider 75% proficient

State mandated standardized assessments will be used to indicate proficiency.
Assessments in grades 1 and 2 yield grades reported as S, N, or U on the report card.  
Grades 3-8 have report card grades based on arithmetic averages of assessments.
SCIENCE

The Alabama State Course of Study along with the AMSTI Program, (Alabama Math, Science and Technology Initiative) is used as the basis for the science curriculum at Pollard-McCall Jr. High School.  As students are guided to make connections between science and technology, they recognize the important role that science plays in the advancement of society.  Science is taught as a combination of knowledge, processes, and applications.  New skills and concepts are taught by building on previously learned materials and thus refining those skills. AMSTI (a research based curriculum) allows students to engage in activities such as brainstorming and simple observations to help make connections between past and present learning. It offers students challenging opportunities to practice skills and extend understanding through research, projects, and presentations. As manipulative skills and knowledge broaden, more sophisticated scientific equipment and technology can be used.  While sophisticated technology is the result and application of science and mathematics, science is dependent on this same technology to broaden scientific knowledge in many fields. The curriculum goes from discussion and simple demonstrations to more complex experiments and projects. Concrete experiences are necessary to develop abstract thinking skills. The discovery techniques used to teach science make learning more interesting and easier to understand. The use of The Scientific Method is stressed throughout the curriculum.
ASSESSMENT

Since much of science is taught and learned through observation and group participation, assessment of knowledge in grades K through 2 is largely dependent on oral assessments, demonstrations, and teacher observations.  There are paper/pencil assessments, and they become more frequent the latter part of first grade and into second grade.  Students receive report grades based on U, N, and S in grades one and two. Third through eighth grade students receive report grades based on number averages. These grades are derived from oral assessments, physical demonstrations of knowledge; teacher made assessments, and published tests.

Proficiency Levels 

Teacher made assessments usually consider 75% proficient. 

State mandated standardized assessments will be used to indicate proficiency.
Assessments in grades 1 and 2 yield grades reported as S, N, or U on the report card.  
Grades 3-8 have report card grades based on arithmetic averages of assessments.
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