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FRANKLIN COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL
CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION
CAREER CLUSTER: HEALTH SCIENCE
SYLLABUS
Course: 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
Prerequisites:

Health Science Education; Medical Therapeutics; Anatomy & 



Physiology
Instructor:

Dr. Jacqueline A. Horton, PhD, FNP



jacqueline.horton@fcstn.net
Course
Description: 
The Emergency Medical Services (EMS) course is designed to prepare students to pursue careers in the fields of emergency medicine. Upon completion of this course, proficient students will be able to: identify careers and features of the EMS system; define the importance of workforce safety and wellness; maintain legal and ethical guidelines; correlate anatomy and physiology concepts to the patient with a medical or traumatic injury; and perform EMS skills with a high level of proficiency. 
Instructional

Philosophy:

This course is designed to educate and develop all students to their 



 fullest potential. The belief is held that students can learn by 



adapting the teaching methods to each student’s learning style, 



thereby, enhancing lifelong learning. This program will provide 



opportunities for students to enhance their knowledge of healthcare 


careers. Students will 
be expected to meet all the learning 




outcomes listed below and be able to demonstrate their 




understanding of the underlying concepts.

Textbooks:   Beebe, R., Funk, D., & Scadden, J. (2010). Fundamentals of Basic Emergency Care (3rd Ed.). Clifton Park, NY: Delmar.
Other Supplemental Resources

Course
Standards:

Upon completion of the course, the students will be able to:
1. Compare and contrast the types of Emergency Medical Services (EMS) systems and operations, including ground, water, and air services. 

2. Differentiate between the careers in various types of EMS.

3.  Evaluate concepts of quality improvement to provide safe, high quality, and appropriate patient care.

4. Outline the risks and responsibilities facing the emergency response team during ambulance operations. 

5. Develop a reference toolkit of physical, mental, and personal requirements for personnel in emergency and public safety services.

6. Investigate stress management procedures for professionals in the emergency response and public service sectors. Identify stressors and stress-inducing situations through interviews with professionals in the field. 

7. Compare and contrast in a digital or written artifact the difference in Standard Precautions, personal protective clothing, and personal protective equipment (PPE) in EMS from other healthcare settings. 

8. Interpret scene management and safety standards and/or protocols by writing a scenario for each of the following situations: (a) traffic or highway incidents, (b) violent encounters, (c) crowds, (d) nature of illness or mechanisms of injury, (e) number of patients and/or victims, and (f) personnel injury prevention. Identify the appropriate responses from EMS professionals and any additional resources that would be involved. 

9. Identify situations and locate agencies an Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) would call for additional assistance upon arrival at a scene. 

10. Review the concepts of effective therapeutic communication. 

11.  Interpret the rules, guidelines, and legal ramifications related to incident documentation by EMS staff.

12. Summarize the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). Explain characteristics of consent, confidentiality, advanced directives, living wills, durable power of attorney, and other legal directives governing medical treatment.

13. Examine real-world situations that involve ethical dilemmas and the application of correct professional conduct as highlighted in recent news articles. 

14. Research legal ramifications and responsibilities of the EMR associated with evidence preservation and mandatory reporting requirements within the EMS system. Identify the process for reporting specific situations to the appropriate authorities, such as child abuse and/or crimes. 

15. Accurately perform the components of patient assessment to identify and manage immediate life threatening illnesses and injuries within the scope of practice of the EMR for pediatric, adult, and geriatric patients.

16. Identify and perform skills to manage life threatening illnesses based on assessment findings of a pediatric, adult, and geriatric patient with medical emergencies identifying anatomical structures involved.

17. Use assessment information to recognize shock, respiratory failure or arrest, and cardiac arrest based on assessment findings. 

18. Successfully perform American Heart Association adult, child, and infant Basic Life Support (BLS) cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) for Healthcare Providers or BLS for Prehospital Providers. 

19. Research and evaluate National Trauma Triage Protocol. Identify and perform skills to manage life threatening injuries based on assessment findings of a patient with trauma emergencies, identifying anatomical structures involved.

20. Recognize and manage life threats based on simple assessment findings for special population patients such as children, the elderly, and maternity patients while awaiting additional emergency response.

21. Discuss developmental and psychological norms for all ages, including pediatric and geriatric patients relating normal vs abnormal psychological response to illness and injury.
Supplies:   

Course binder/notebook
Learning

Activities:

Learning Activities incorporated into the course include: small 



group work, audiovisuals, PowerPoint presentation/lecture-




discussion, demonstration, practice, return demonstration (hands-



on activities), role-playing, simulations, gaming, learning support 



materials/supplemental readings, written assignments, oral reports, 



and research assignments.

Assessment Plan/

Grades & Academic

Success:

Tests, Projects, & Quizzes: 45%




Assignments, Class Participation, & Homework: 25%




Skills Validation/Check-offs, Simulation Lab Participation: 30% 




(A) 93-100




(B) 85-92




(C) 75-84




(D) 70-74




(F) Below 70 

          Make-Up Tests:
Make-up tests will only be given to a student who has an excused absence. The student must make arrangements with the teacher. 
           Late Work:
Five (5) points will be deducted for each day the assignment is late, including weekends.
Classroom

Expectations:

1. Bring all needed materials to class.  You will not be allowed to 



    return to lockers or cars.



2. Come to class on time. Tardiness will not be tolerated. You 



    should be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings.



3. Be respectful and polite to everyone. Exhibit courteous behavior 


   with classroom visitors, guest speakers, instructors, and 



               classmates.



4. Be respectful of others’ property. This includes property 




    belonging to the school.




5. Handle healthcare equipment only when instructed by the 



    teacher.




6. You are not to eat food or drink beverages in the classroom.



7. No cell phones. (see FCHS policy).



8. You are to stay in your seat until the teacher dismisses you. Do 



     not stand or stand at door waiting on the bell to ring.



9.  Keep your area clean. Keep room clean and neat.





10.  Bathroom breaks should be between classes, not during class.




11. Obey all school rules (see FCHS Handbook).
Discipline Plan:
**See FCHS Code of Conduct Handbook for the levels of misbehaviors and disciplinary options. 
EMS
Course Outline
Week 1:
Orientation to School & Course


Syllabus


Common Healthcare Items


Introduction to EMS 

Week 2:
Introduction to EMS


Historical Events & Milestones of EMS


Types of EMS systems
Week 3:
Types of EMS systems


Careers in EMS


Career Profiles

Week 4:
Infection Control

Week 5:
Risks & Responsibilities of EMT/ Emergency Response Team



Scene Assessment


Patient Assessment: Primary Survey, History Taking, Secondary 





        Assessment, Vital Signs, Reassessment
Week 6:
First Aid & CPR
Week 7:
Body Mechanics


Lifting & Moving Patients


Transporting Patients


Week 8: 
Medical Terminology: Word Parts, Medical Abbreviations


Therapeutic Communication

Week 9:
Therapeutic Communication

Patient History


Transfer of Care


Documentation

Week 10:
Ethical Dilemmas


Confidentiality: HIPAA

Week 11:
Developmental & Psychological Norms for Pediatric & Geriatric Patients
Week 12:
Pediatric Emergencies


Geriatric Emergencies

Week 13:
Trauma Care


Environmental Emergencies

Week 14:
Respiratory Emergencies


Cardiac Emergencies


Week 15:
Catch up, Semester Review & Exam

* The syllabus serves as a guide for both the teacher and student; however, during the term it may become necessary to make additions, deletions, or substitutions.  Adequate notice will be provided to students of any necessary changes.
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