
From the Principal

Hello Everyone,

We are excited to see all of our Aggie Achievers tomorrow on 10/2/23! We are ready for another
exciting week of instruction!

We will begin Fall Break on Friday, October 6th. During this time, we hope that your child is able to
spend some time with you! You would be surprised at how many times I hear kids say that they
want to spend time with their mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, aunt, uncle, etc. They want your
attention - even at the middle and high school level - though most won't come out and tell you that.
I hope that this Fall Break will allow some time for you to spend with them and just relax. Talk
about what is going on in their life, successes they have felt, struggles that they have had, etc.

The Homecoming Dance was a success! The Gill Family deserves a BIG THANK YOU for allowing
us to use their facility, decorating for the event, cooking for the event, and ensuring that the kids
had a great time. As I watched the kids dance and interact, my heart was full. I enjoyed seeing
them smile and be silly. At SGSC, we truly do have THE BEST achievers in the state of Georgia!

We are having so many Achievers that are being checked out early throughout the week -
especially on Fridays. Please remember - EARLY CHECKOUTS ARE DISCOURAGED AFTER 2:30 PM.
Early checkouts after 2:30 PM are discouraged due to ongoing instructional practices that include
remedial and acceleration opportunities for Achievers. In addition, students are also transitioning
to various areas to prepare for dismissal. Please remember that unexcused 5 unexcused tardies
and early checkouts will be counted as an absence as well. Although early checkouts are
discouraged, we do realize that extenuating circumstances such as doctor’s appointments and
family emergencies will occur. We will make every effort to accommodate, but please do not come
to check your child out to simply avoid waiting in the car rider line.

If you need a change in transportation, you must provide this IN WRITING. This can be through a
note sent to school with your child or you can email transportation@sowegastemcharter.org to
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request the change. These requests should be in place no later than 1:30 pm on the day of the
request.

Cell phones are not allowed to be used at school. They must remain in your child's backpack or
bag. Please see information below. On the buses, your child may use his/her cell phone if they
follow these rules: No pictures or videos should be made on the bus, no pictures or videos should
be uploaded to social media on the bus, no loud noises from phones - must have ear buds or
headphones. IF our Achievers can follow those rules, cell phones will be permitted on the bus. IF
our Achievers cannot follow those rules, we will not allow cell phones on the bus. So, please
encourage your child to follow the bus rules regarding cell phone usage. Thank you!

Attendance - We are beginning our new attendance policy this year. The basics from this policy are
as follows:

5 unexcused absences - you will receive a letter and attend a conference about attendance
7 unexcused absences - you will receive a letter with a reminder that your child can only miss
3 more days before he/she may be withdrawn from the school
10 unexcused absences - your child may be withdrawn from Southwest Georgia STEM Charter
School

Reminders:
If your child is absent, he/she will have 3 days to bring in their excuse after returning to school
You may write up to 3 parent notes during the school year
Your child will have 3 days to make up any missing assignments while he/she was absent
from school

RECOGNIZE YOUR CHILD'S TEACHER(S): If you or your child would like to SHOUT OUT any staff
member, please feel free by using the link: https://forms.gle/ygfhcKDLA2Mm8Gtw5. It is important
that we recognize those staff members that are such an important part of your child's life - it
makes them feel special as well!

Parents - I want you all to know that we value your ideas and thoughts at SGSC. If you, at any time,
feel that you could provide information or ideas about ways to improve SGSC, please click here -
https://forms.gle/JiFECdiizhq7YSdj9 - and share. We may not be able to do everything that is
recommended, but know that we will be open and listen. Thanks!

Below, I have included an image of our adopted Vision and Mission Statements for SGSC. We are
so excited to be able to work with you all to accomplish both the vision and mission for our
school!

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to send me an email at
galmon@sowegastemcharter.org.

Sincerely,
Ginger Almon

https://forms.gle/Cc7Eae9qpA5Vebd86
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SGSC Cafeteria Information

Please remember all students will receive a free lunch and breakfast this year!

Breakfast Lunch

Mark your Calendars

October 2nd-5th - Scholastic Book Fair
October 2nd - DH Varsity Softball vs. Randolph County @ Randolph Co. begins at 4:00 pm
October 3rd - DH Varsity Softball vs. Mitchell County @ SGSC begins at 3:30 pm
October 5th - Family Night at Book Fair - 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm in SGSC Auditorium
October 5th - End of the 1st Nine Weeks of School
October 5th - Varsity Softball vs. Seminole Co and Early Co @ Early County begins at 4:30 pm
October 5h - Middle School Football vs. Baconton Charter @ Baconton Charter at 5:00 pm



October 7th - Cross Country - Westover Invitational - Albany, Ga - begins at 7:30 am
October 6th, 9th, 10th - Fall Break for Students and Staff (10th is a teacher workday)
October 11th - Students return to school
October 11th - Reports cards will be sent home - SIGN and RETURN



The 2023-24 school year is continuing with a great line up of softball games, football games, and
cross country events. We will have lots of varsity softball games and a middle school football
game away this week.. We are excited about all of these opportunities and surely appreciate all of
the support from the parents. Please try to make it to some of our upcoming games to support our
Achievers who are working so hard on and off the field to be successful!

Congratulations to our foot ball teams for their wins last week!

Unless there is a game or the coaches tell you differently, the players will follow the practice
schedule below:
Middle School and Varsity Football will practice Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday after
school until 5:30 pm

Middle School and Varsity Softball will practice Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday after
school until 5:15 pm.

Cross Country - Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday from 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm

Cheerleaders - Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm









This Week's Video
Communicating with your child is so very important!

Communicating with Your Child



From our MTSS Coordinator....





News from the Graduation Coach...

As parents of high school students, we are gradually transitioning the responsibility for academic
success to our children. This shift is important in preparing them for the future, as they will soon
enter the workforce. High school serves as a training ground for them to gain essential life skills,
such as responsibility, a strong work ethic, self-advocacy, and effective communication.

While we transition this responsibility to our children, it's important to keep a balance. One
effective way to monitor their academic progress is by regularly checking Infinite Campus, where
you can access their grades. Encourage your child to have open conversations with their teachers
regarding any missing assignments or areas where they may need additional support. Promptly
completing assignments and meeting deadlines is a vital skill that will serve them well in their
future careers. By creating a sense of responsibility and accountability now, we are helping our
children develop into successful and capable individuals who can confidently face the challenges
of the workforce.

Mrs. Greenway

Happy Sunday Parents!



One of our goals this year at SGSC is to help achievers raise their Lexile scores. Lexiles are the
measurement of a student’s reading level. The higher their Lexile level, the more likely they are to
understand the material on class assignments, quizzes and tests. A child who reads on their
grade’s Lexile level is also more likely to have higher grades in all subject areas, since reading is
part of every subject a student faces.

One way we are supporting students in raising their Lexile levels is to encourage them to read and
take Accelerated Reader (A.R.) tests. Achievers in grades K - 5 have specific word count goals for
each 9 weeks. Students in grades 6-12 have specific points they are encouraged to earn each 9
weeks. Please see the A.R. goals below and ask your child how many words/points they currently
have.

We would love parents to support our effort in raising Aggie Lexile levels. Here are some ways you
can help!

1. Ask your child what book they are currently reading.
2. Listen to your child discuss what their favorite part of the book is.
3. Remind your child to take an A.R. test once they finish a book.
4. Provide time at home for your child to read, this could be in the car, before bedtime, or reading

to a pet.
5. Celebrate your child’s successes. Let your child tell you how many words/points they have

earned this week and praise them for doing so well!

Kindergarten
5,000 (2,500 1st qtr/2,500 2nd qtr)

First Grade
15,000 (7,000 1st qtr/ 8,000 2nd qtr)

Second Grade
25,000 (10,000 1st qtr/ 15,000 2nd qtr)

Third Grade
40,000 (20,000 1st qtr/ 20,000 2nd qtr)

Fourth Grade
50,000 (25,000 1st qtr/ 25,000 2nd qtr)

Fifth Grade
250,000 for the semester

Sixth Grade - Twelfth Grade
30 (15 pts 1st qtr/ 15 pts 2nd qtr)



Southwest Georgia STEM Charter School

Email: galmon@sowegastemcharter.org
Website: https://www.swgeorgiastemcharter.com/
Location: 185 Pecan Street, Shellman, GA 39886
Phone: 229-345-3033
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/116256502053538
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