
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday–Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm | 2:00 pm-5:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Peter Mary Vecellio, OCD:  X 1+224  

Associate Pastors: Fr. Robert Elias Barcelos, OCD X 1+225 
                      Fr. David Guzman, OCD X 1+232 

In Residence: Fr. Albert Bunsic, OCD, Fr. Stephen Watson, 
OCD (X 1+226),   Bro. Jason Parrott, OCD 

 

Deacons: Deacon Gilbert Vargas | Deacon Otto Lacayo | 
Deacon Rex Owens: All at X 1+333; 

Annulments: Deacon Gilbert Vargas X 1+333   
Carmelite Vocations: www.discalcedcarmelitefriars.com 

Parish Secretary: Denise McMaster-Holguin X 1+223 
denisekay@hotmail.com 

Finance: Noralyn Cailan X 1+228 | cailannocds@gmail.com 
Religious Ed: Florence Goh X 1+ 235|stcreligioused7@gmail.com 
Music Director: Charlotte Lansberg  X 1+222|credochoir1@gmail.com 

 

(John 10:11,13-14). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masses: Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. & Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.  

And Traditional Latin High Mass at 1:00 p.m.  
 
 

Monday-Friday Masses: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. 
Rosary: Monday-Saturday after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

\ 
 

Monday and Tuesday evenings: *7:15 p.m. Mass  
(*Monday evening Mass followed by Healing Service; 

Tuesday’s 7:15 p.m. is in Spanish).  
 
 

Thursday evenings: 7:00 pm Exposition & Adoration 
First Fridays: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. and 7:15 p.m. 

          Carmelite Nuns’ Chapel: 7:30 a.m., Mon.-Sat. 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSIONS: Wednesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.; 
Saturdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and  

Sundays from Noon to 1:00 p.m.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday–Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm | 2:00 pm-5:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Peter Mary Vecellio, OCD:  X 1+224  

Associate Pastors: Fr. Robert Elias Barcelos, OCD  
                      Fr. David Guzman, OCD X 1+232 

In Residence: Fr. Albert Bunsic, OCD; 
Fr. Stephen Watson, OCD (X 1+226); Bro. Jason Parrott, OCD 
Deacons: Deacon Gilbert Vargas | Deacon Otto Lacayo | 

Deacon Rex Owens: Cell #s under CONTACTS on the website 
Annulments: Deacon Gilbert Vargas X 1+333   

Carmelite Vocations: www.discalcedcarmelitefriars.com 
Parish Secretary: Denise McMaster-Holguin X 1+223 | 

denisekay@hotmail.com 
Finance: Noralyn Cailan X 1+228 | cailannocds@gmail.com 

Religious Ed: Florence Goh X 1+ 235|stcreligioused7@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Music Director: Charlotte Lansberg  X 1+112 credochoir1@gmail.com  

 

Respect Life Ministry: Catherine Contreras  | cathycforlife@gmail.com 

 

March 29, 2026 

 

 
 
 
•  BapƟsms: Register online 
 

•  Weddings: Register online at  
       least six months in advance 
 
• AnoinƟng of the Sick:  
       Call the office 

Est. 1924 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Please consider a giŌ  
to  St. Therese Church.  

 

Open your banking app and scan 
this Zelle QR code. Use email 

donateSTC@gmail.com.  If 
asked, the recipient is THE 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP 
OF LA ST THERESE CHU. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(626) 289-3364 
 

www.SaintThereseCarmeliteSchool.com 
 

 

Principal: Alma Cornejo X 1 + 661    
 

 

 

principal@sainƩheresecarmeliteschool.com 

While He reclined at table with the Twelve, He  
said, "Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray  

me.”  They began to say to Him, "Surely it is not I,  
Lord?" He said, "He who has dipped his hand into  
the dish with me is the one who will betray me.”   

Judas, His betrayer, said in reply, "Surely it is not I,  
Rabbi?" He answered, "You have said so." 

(John 26:20-23,25) 
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Dear Parishioners of St. Therese,  
     I wish you all a very blessed Holy Week! We are entering into the most sacred Ɵme of the 
year, a week unlike any other week in the year. I want to encourage all of you to parƟcipate 
in the liturgies of the Sacred Triduum, which are some of the most powerful liturgies of the 
Church year! Also, please keep our elect (catechumens) in prayer as they prepare to be fully 
received into the Church.  
     To enter into the spirit of this Holy Week, below is an excerpt from a General Audience 
held by Pope Benedict XVI on Wednesday, April 4, 2007. 

Fr. Peter Mary Vecellio, O.C.D. 
     As the Lenten journey which began with Ash Wednesday nears its 
end, today's liturgy for Wednesday of Holy Week already introduces us 
into the dramaƟc atmosphere of the coming days, steeped in the 
memory of the Passion and Death of Christ. In fact, in today's liturgy, the 
Evangelist MaƩhew presents for our meditaƟon the brief dialogue 
between Jesus and Judas that took place in the Upper Room. “Is it I, 
Master?,” the traitor asked the divine Teacher, who had foretold: “Truly, 
I say to you, one of you will betray me.” The Lord's answer was incisive: 
“You have said so” (MaƩhew 26:14-25). 
     For his part, John concludes the narraƟve announcing Judas' betrayal 
with a few portentous words: “It was night” (John 13:30). When the 

traitor leŌ the Upper Room, thick darkness gathered in his heart—it was an inner night—and bewilderment increased in 
the hearts of the other disciples. They too were moving towards night, while the steadily darkening twilight of 
abandonment and hatred hung over the Son of Man who was preparing to consummate His sacrifice on the Cross. 
     What we shall be commemoraƟng in the coming days is the supreme baƩle between Light and Darkness, between Life 
and Death. We must also put ourselves in this context, aware of our own “night,” of our sins and our responsibility, if 
we want to benefit spiritually from the Paschal Mystery, if we want our hearts to be enlightened through this Mystery 
which consƟtutes the central fulcrum of our Faith. Entering the Easter Triduum, the ChrisƟan community relives what 
happened on that first Holy Thursday in the Mass of the Lord's Supper. In the Upper Room, the Redeemer wanted to 
anƟcipate the sacrifice of His life in the Sacrament of the bread and wine changed into His Body and Blood: He anƟcipated 
His death, He freely gave His life, He offered the definiƟve giŌ of Himself to humanity. 
     AŌer the Mass of the Lord's Supper, the liturgy invites the faithful to pause in adoraƟon before the Blessed Sacrament, 
reliving Jesus' agony in Gethsemane. And we see that the disciples fell asleep, leaving their Lord on His own. Today too, 
we, His disciples, are oŌen asleep. On this holy night of Gethsemane, let us be vigilant, not wanƟng to leave the Lord on 
His own at this Ɵme; thus, we can beƩer understand the mystery of Holy Thursday, which embraces the supreme, 
threefold giŌ of the ministry of the Priesthood, the Eucharist, and the new Commandment of Love (Agape). 
     In commenƟng on Good Friday, St John Chrysostom observes: “First, the Cross stood for contempt, but today it is 
something venerable; before, it was the symbol of condemnaƟon; today, it is the hope of salvaƟon. It has truly become a 
source of infinite good; it has freed us from error, it has dispelled our shadows, it has reconciled us with God, it has 
transformed us from being enemies of God to being members of His family, from being strangers to being His neighbors. 
This Cross is the destrucƟon of enmity, the source of peace, the casket of our treasure” (De Cruce et Latrone I, 1, 4). 
     Holy Saturday is the day when the liturgy is hushed, the day of great silence when ChrisƟans are invited to preserve 
interior recollecƟon—oŌen difficult to encourage in our day—in order to be beƩer prepared for the Easter Vigil. Finally, 
during the Easter Vigil, the veil of sorrow, which shrouds the Church because of the death and burial of the Lord, will be 
torn by the victorious cry: “Christ is risen and has defeated death for ever!”  
     Dear brothers and sisters, the Paschal Mystery which the Holy Triduum enables us to relive is not only the memory of a 
past reality, but it is also a reality in our Ɵme. Christ also conquers sin and death today with His love. Evil in all its forms 
does not have the last word. The final triumph, the triumph of truth and love, is Christ's! If we are willing to suffer and die 
with Him, St. Paul will remind us in the Easter Vigil that His life will become our life (Romans 6: 9). Our ChrisƟan life is 
supported by and built upon this certainty. 



 

 

 

March 29 - April 5, 2026 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Tuesday and Wednesday, March 31 and April 1: 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Holy Saturday, April 4: 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Easter Sunday: No confessions before the Latin Mass 

 
MASSES & SERVICES 

*Monday – *Wednesday, March 30-April 1: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. 
*NO evening Mass on these days.   
Mass is at 7:30 a.m. at the Carmel. 

 

Note: No morning Masses on Holy Thursday or Holy Saturday; 
              Mass is never celebrated on Good Friday 

 
Spy Wednesday (April 1) 

Tenebrae Service at 7:00 p.m. in the church 
(As shown above, there will also be confession at this time) 

 
Holy Thursday (April 2) 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper with Washing of the Feet: 7:15 p.m. 
+Mass at the Cloistered Nuns’ Chapel: 5:00 p.m.  

   +No foot washing service at the Carmel 
 

Good Friday (April 3) 
12:00 p.m.: Way of the Cross 

1:00 p.m.: Reflections on the Seven Last Words 
3:00 p.m.: Sacred Liturgy  

7:15 p.m.: Sacred Liturgy Repeated 
 

Note: There is also a 3:00 p.m. Sacred  
Liturgy at the Cloistered Nuns’ Chapel. 

 
Holy Saturday (April 4) 

Solemn Easter Vigil Mass: 8:00 p.m. 
NOTE:  The Mass begins with the lighting of  

the Easter fire in front of the church. 
 

Easter Sunday (April 5) 
Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m., 

And a Traditional Latin Mass at 1:00 p.m. 
(NO 5:00 p.m. Mass on Easter)                     
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      Fr. Stephen’s next class will be TUESDAY, APRIL 14—from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. in the Parish 
MeeƟng Room. This class will begin Part IV of the Catechism, which is on Prayer. On the 14th, 
Fr. Stephen will speak on the Our Father. Each class stands on its own, so you may join at any 
Ɵme.  
     The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that the Our Father is the heart and model of 
all ChrisƟan prayer, calling it “the summary of the whole Gospel.” It explains that Jesus gave 
this prayer in response to the disciples’ request to be taught how to pray, entrusƟng it to the 
Church as the fundamental expression of a child’s relaƟonship with God as Father. In the 
Catechism’s treatment, the Our Father places believers at the center of the Scriptures and of 
ChrisƟan life: its peƟƟons first direct the heart toward God’s holiness, Kingdom, and will, and 
then toward human needs such as daily sustenance, forgiveness, and deliverance from evil. 
The Catechism emphasizes that this prayer not only teaches what to ask for, but how to desire rightly, shaping the 
believer’s trust, humility, and communion with God and with others (CCC 2759–2763, 2761 in parƟcular) 

All adults are welcome to aƩend! 

      How to pracƟce the First Saturdays on Holy Saturday:  The First Saturday in April is April 4th, which 
happens to be Holy Saturday. Due to this special circumstance, we will not hold public devoƟon here 
inside the church. However, we encourage you to conƟnue the devoƟon with the Rosary and fiŌeen 
minutes of meditaƟon on your own. Our Lord told Sister Lucia that, in special circumstance like this, you 
can go to confession eight days before or aŌer the First Saturday. As for Communion, you can fulfill the 
requirement by receiving it on the following day, Easter Sunday, as long you are in the state of grace. 
     There are four essenƟal pracƟces of the First Saturdays devoƟon. Each is to be done in reparaƟon to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary: 
1. Confession (may be eight days before or aŌer, if you are in a state of grace). 
2. Receive Holy Communion (Communion of ReparaƟon). It is acceptable to receive the Communion of 
ReparaƟon either at Saturday night’s Easter Vigil Mass or on Easter Sunday. 
3. Pray five decades of the Rosary (we are now on the Luminous Mysteries). 
4. Keep Our Lady company for fiŌeen minutes while meditaƟng on one or more of the mysteries of the 
Rosary (to conƟnue from the previous month, please meditate on the third Luminous Mystery—the  
ProclamaƟon of the Kingdom of God. 

 
 

Because the next First Saturday falls on Holy Saturday, 
April 4, 2026, WE WILL NOT gather together inside the 
church for our monthly First Saturdays devoƟon.   

 
 
 
 
 

Though He was in the form of God, He did not regard equality with God something 
to be grasped. Rather, He empƟed Himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in 
human likeness; and found human in appearance, He humbled Himself, becoming 
obedient to death, even death on a cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted Him 
and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, of those in Heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father 
(Philippians 2:6-11). 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 21 / 22 ……    $19,157.00 
Feb. 28 / March 1 …..    $31,200.00 
March 7 / 8 …………..    $11,739.00 
March 14 / 15 ……….    $19,260.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECK USERS:  
P l e a s e   use a 
donation envelope 
in order to more  

easily credit  
your account. 

 

                        
 

            March 21 / 22, 2026 
      

Unrestricted..........….. $15,461.00 
Restricted …...............   $     505.00 
 T O  T A L………..…..  $15,966.00 

 
 

     ENDOW, a new women’s study group, 
is coming to St. Therese! This will be an 
ongoing group that meets every 
Wednesday from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., in the 
Avila Room of the Parish office building 

(510 North El Molino). We will be studying the lives of notable 
female saints, as well as the encyclicals of the Popes.  
     Our first eight weeks of study will begin April 8 and 
will be on St. Edith Stein (using the Endow book, Seeker 
of Truth). Raised in a devout Jewish family, Edith drifted 
from her faith and became an atheist, but her search for truth 
led to her conversion to Catholicism. She became a 
Carmelite nun and ultimately gave her life in martyrdom at 
Auschwitz. 
     This study explores Stein’s life, writings, and witness, 
revealing God’s guidance at every step. Let Edith Stein’s 
unwavering faith and courageous witness inspire you to step 
out of your comfort zone and pursue truth with passion. 
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March 28—April 4, 2026 
 

Saturday Evening: 
5:00 p.m.: Kevin LazaƟn, Birthday INT 

Palm Sunday: 
*7:30 a.m.: Stephanie Miller, INT 

 7:30 a.m.: Benjamin Woo, RIP 
OƩo Lacayo & Nathan Coyle, B-day INT 

 9:00 a.m.: Vina Vargas & Carlos Zaragoza, 
and RoberƟna Mendoza, B-day INTs 

11:00 am: Dorothy Angelina Presthome, RIP 
1:00 p.m.: Parishioners 

5:00 p.m.: Marie Obillos, Th’gvg INT 
Monday of Holy Week: 

6:00 a.m.: Vincent & Alicia Maldonado, INT 
*7:30 a.m.: Susan Morgan, RIP 
8:00 a.m.: Maria J. De Avila, RIP 

7:15 p.m.: Norma Abiog, OCDS, RIP 
Tuesday of Holy Week (+7:15 p.m. in Spanish): 

   6:00 a.m.: Mary ThoƩathil, RIP 
*7:30 am: Isaias Diokno, RIP 

8 am: Hipolito & Raymunda Corral Family, RIP 
7:15 p.m.: Isabella & Sofia Lopez, INT 

Spy Wednesday: 
6:00 a.m.: Holly Guest, RIP 

*7:30 a.m.: Susan Morgan, RIP 
8:00 a.m.: Viviana Estrada, INT 

 

Holy Thursday: 
6:00 a.m.: NO MASS 

*7:30 a.m.: NO MASS 
*5:00 p.m.: Rory Putman, RIP 

7:15 p.m.: Teresita de Jesus, INT 
(AdoraƟon will follow the Mass unƟl Midnight.) 

Good Friday: 
 

NO MASSES 
 

Holy Saturday Morning  
*7:30 a.m.: NO MASS 

8:00 am: NO MASS 
*Held at the Cloistered Carmelite Chapel  

(215 East Alhambra Road, Alhambra) 

LIVE STREAMED MASSES: 
We livestream the daily 8:00 a.m. Mass 

and the HOMILIES at the Sunday         
11:00 a.m. and the Monday 7:15 p.m. 

Masses.  Be sure to “tune in”! 

For the complete itineraries and applications on 
each the following pilgrimages, go to the home 
page of our website and scroll down to the 
OUTSIDE THE PARISH section. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE with                 
Fr. Philip Sullivan, OCD, from 
November 22—December 3, 2026. 
Walk in the footsteps of Jesus as we 
travel through Galilee, Tiberius, 
Caesarea, Cana, Capernaum, Nazareth, 
Bethlehem, Jericho, Mt. Carmel, 
Jerusalem, etc.  Walk the Via Dolorosa, 
take a two-hour boat ride on the Sea of Galilee, float 
on the Dead Sea, and so much more! REDUCED PRICE: 
$4,599 each (from LAX). Contact: Albert or Mary Helen 
Estrada at (626) 533-4839. 
  
CARMELITE-INSPIRED PILGRIMAGE to Italy, Greece & 
Ephesus from July 9-18, 2026: Land Tour cost with 
three one-way inter-European flights: $4350. Includes 
9 nights at 3-4 star hotels, private bath, breakfast & 
dinner, private motorcoach or van, all touring on 
program, entrance fees to all sites per itinerary, tour 
chaplain & daily Holy Mass.  Additional Costs: Overseas 
flights (LAX round trip to Rome, Italy). As of now, the 
non-stop airfare varies from $1000 (economy) to 
$2600 (Premier) on Norse Atlantic. Sign-up deadline: 
April 30, 2026. Pilgrimage is with Sacred Heart Tours, 
(845) 594-2222, www.sacredhearttours.com. For more 
info, contact Louisa Day at (323) 360-5186. 
 
ALABAMA, HERE WE COME! Pilgrimage to the 
Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament and EWTN from 
July 29 to August 4,  2026. Come see what the Lord 
did through Mother Angelica and is still doing through 
the friars at EWTN and the cloistered nuns at the 
Shrine. A full six days of serenity, prayer, spiritual talks, 
tours, fellowship, and family fun. Space is limited. 
Approximately $1,500 per person. For more info, call 
Albert and Mary Helen Estrada at (626) 533-4839. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 
+ Wilhelmina “Willie” Crispo 
(Former long-time parishioner) 
Her Memorial Mass will be on  

Monday, April 6, at 10:00 a.m. 

For the complete itineraries and applications for each 
the following pilgrimages, go to the home page of our 
website and scroll down to the OUTSIDE THE PARISH 
section. 
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