
 

 

 
 

 
(626) 289-3364 
www.SaintThereseCarmeliteSchool.com 
Principal: Alma Cornejo X 1 + 661    
   principal@sainƩheresecarmeliteschool.com 

 See our VIDEOS on the School’s Facebook page                  
 or on the Church’s website >Our School > Videos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• BapƟsms: Register online 
• Weddings: Register online at least six  
          months in advance  
• AnoinƟng of the Sick: Call the office 
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Monday–Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm | 2:00 pm-5:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Peter Mary Vecellio, OCD:  X 1+224  

Associate Pastors: Fr. Robert Elias Barcelos, OCD X 1+225 
                      Fr. David Guzman, OCD X 1+232 

In Residence: Fr. Albert Bunsic, OCD, Fr. Stephen Watson, 
OCD (X 1+226),   Bro. Jason Parrott, OCD 

 

Deacons: Deacon Gilbert Vargas | Deacon Otto Lacayo | 
Deacon Rex Owens: All at X 1+333; 

Annulments: Deacon Gilbert Vargas X 1+333   
Carmelite Vocations: www.discalcedcarmelitefriars.com   

 
 
 

Parish Secretary: Denise McMaster-Holguin X 1+223 
denisekay@hotmail.com 

Finance: Noralyn Cailan X 1+228 | cailannocds@gmail.com 
Religious Ed: Florence Goh X 1+ 235|stcreligioused7@gmail.com 
Music Director: Charlotte Lansberg  X 1+222|credochoir1@gmail.com 

 Respect Life Ministry: Catherine Contreras X 1+112 

Est. 1924 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masses: Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. & Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.  
And Traditional Latin High Mass at 1:00 p.m.  

 
 

Monday-Friday Masses: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. 
Rosary: Monday-Saturday after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

\ 
 
 

Monday and Tuesday evenings: *7:15 p.m. Mass  
(*Monday evening Mass followed by Healing Service; 

Tuesday’s 7:15 p.m. is in Spanish).  
 
 

Thursday evenings: 7:00 pm Exposition & Adoration 
First Fridays: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. and 7:15 p.m. 

          Carmelite Nuns’ Chapel: 7:30 a.m., Mon.-Sat. 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSIONS: Wednesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.;  
Saturdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and  

Sundays from Noon to 1:00 p.m.  

 

(John 10:11,13-14). 

 September 15, 2024 

 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. At this He turned around and, looking at His disciples, rebuked Peter 
and said, "Get behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do" (Mark 8:32-33). 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Parishioners of St. Therese,    
 

     Let us begin together Therese’s famous revelation and teaching, “My  
Vocation is Love.”  

—Fr. Peter Mary 
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Manuscript B, 2V-3V  
(Part I) 

     Seeing myself so tenderly loved, I dared to 
pronounce these words: “O Mother! I beg you, tell me 
whether God will leave me for a long time on earth. Will 
He come soon to get me?” Smiling tenderly, the saint 
whispered: “Yes, soon, soon, I promise you.” I added: 
“Mother, tell me further if God is not asking something 
more of me than my poor little actions and desires. Is 
He content with me?” The saint’s face took on an 
expression incomparably more tender than the first 
time she spoke to me. Her look and her caresses were 
the sweetest of answers. However, she said to me: “God 
asks no other thing from you. He is content, very 
content!” After again embracing me with more love than 
the tenderest of mothers has ever given to her child, I 
saw her leave. My heart was filled with joy, and then I 
remembered my Sisters, and I wanted to ask her some 
favors for them, but alas, I awoke!  
     O Jesus, the storm was no longer raging, Heaven 
was calm and serene. I believed, I felt, there was a 
Heaven and that this Heaven is peopled with souls who 
actually love me, who consider me their child. This 

impression remains in my heart, and this all the more because I was, up until then, absolutely indifferent to 
Venerable Mother Anne of Jesus. I never invoked her in prayer and the thought of her never came to my 
mind except when I heard others speak of her, which was seldom. And when I understood to what a degree 
she loved me, how indifferent I had been toward her, my heart was filled with love and gratitude, not only 
for the Saint who had visited me but for all the blessed inhabitants of Heaven.  
     O my Beloved! This grace was only the prelude to the greatest graces You wished to bestow upon me. 
Allow me, my only Love, to recall them to You today, today which is the sixth anniversary of our union. 
Ah! my Jesus, pardon me if I am unreasonable in wishing to express my desires and longings which reach 
even unto infinity. Pardon me and heal my soul by giving her what she longs for so much!  
     To be Your Spouse, to be a Carmelite, and by my union with You to be the Mother of souls, should 
not this suffice me? And yet, it is not so. No doubt, these three privileges sum up my true vocation: 
Carmelite, Spouse, Mother, and yet I feel within me other vocations. I feel the vocation of THE WARRIOR, 
THE PRIEST, THE APOSTLE, THE DOCTOR, THE MARTYR. Finally, I feel the need and the desire of carrying 
out the most heroic deeds for You, O Jesus. I feel within my soul the courage of the Crusader, the Papal 
Guard, and I would want to die on the field of battle in defense of the Church.  
     I feel in me the vocation of the PRIEST. With what love, O Jesus, I would carry You in my hands when, 
at my voice, You would come down from Heaven. And with what love would I give You to souls! But alas! 
while desiring to be a Priest, I admire and envy the humility of St. Francis of Assisi and I feel the vocation 
of imitating him in refusing the sublime dignity of the Priesthood.      

 
 
 

  O Jesus, my Love, my Life, how can I combine these contrasts?  
How can I realize the desires of my poor little soul?  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

During this 100th 
anniversary year of our 
Parish, the Novena to 
St. Therese (September 
22-30) and her feast 
day on October 1 will 
be especially joyful. We 
have invited Fr. Donald 
Kinney, OCD, to offer 
the Mass and preach 
each evening. He owes 

his vocation to St. Therese. He was ordained here on 
October 1, 1988. Fr. Donald is now assigned at the 
Carmelite House of Prayer in Oakville, in the Napa Valley. 
 

Also during the Novena, Fr. Donald will be promoting the 
visit of the reliquary of St. Therese. It will be coming to 
Alhambra and our Parish from October 11 to 13, 2025. 
The year 2025 is also the 100th anniversary of the 
Canonization of St. Therese and a Jubilee Year in the 
entire Church. 
 

On Saturdays and Sundays (September 22, 28, and 29), 
the Novena Mass will be at 5:00 p.m. On the weekdays, 
the Mass will be at 7:15 p.m. During this Novena, the 
Tuesday evening Mass will be in English. On October 1, 
the Feast of St. Therese, the Mass will be at 7:15 p.m. 
 

These will be days of great grace! Plan to attend, and 
invite others to come with you! 
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S  T  A R   W A R S  
Our next PARISH 
MOVIE NIGHT will 
be on Saturday, 
O c t o b e r  5 , 
beginning at 6:30 
p.m.  We will show 
the original Star 
Wars (1977)!  
 
Dinner will be 
provided by our 
Parish Ministries, 
along with a Star 
Wars COSTUME 
CONTEST for both 
adults and children.   
 

The best costume overall will win a prize of $100, 
with a runner-up prize of $50. 

 
 
 

YOUTH!  FAMILIES! FR. ROBERT 
INVITES YOU TO JOIN him at 
the next event on Friday, 
September 27th. See the 
schedule below: 
 

6:15 PIZZA SOCIAL—
Meet in the Hall for pizza!    
 

6:45 PM BREAK OUT INTO CENACLES/GROUPS 
(1. High School-ers, 2. Middle School-ers (6th, 
7th, 8th Grades), 3. *Parents, and 4. *Children) 
 

8:15 PM: HOLY HOUR/CONFESSIONS (ALL are 
welcome!): Helping youth and their families 
encounter Jesus (traditional benediction, chants, 
soft praise, music, Gospel reflection, compline). 
 

*Children from three years through 5th Grade will 
have the “Virtues in Practice” Program, while their 
parents will be in their own cenacles for 
reflections on the Sunday Gospels, intercessory 
prayer, etc.  Bring a Bible and a Rosary!  

 
 
      
 
 
 

 Fr. Stephen Watson, OCD, invites 
everyone to attend a new series of 
classes he will conduct on the 
Mystery of the Church. These lectures 
will also serve as a catechetical 
mystagogy for the newly baptized. 
Mystagogy is a term that comes from 
the Greek word meaning, “to lead 
through the mysteries.” The 
Catechism describes mystagogy as a 
“liturgical catechesis that aims to initiate people into the 
mystery of Christ” (CCC 1075). Mystagogy is the form of 
catechesis that expounds on the spiritual treasures 
contained in the sacraments. St. Augustine refers to the 
Church as the “wondrous sacrament born from Christ’s 
side.” 
     The Acts of the Apostles will serve as a primary 
reference for these classes. Fr. Stephen will also lead the 
class in a close reading of Lumen Gentium, which is the 
dogmatic constitution on the Church of the Second Vatican 
Council (Vatican II). The hymn, The Church’s One 
Foundation, embodies the theme and content of these 
classes. 
     These lectures will begin with two classes—on Tuesday, 
September 17, and Wednesday, September 18, from 7:30 to 
9:00 p.m. The first two classes are back-to-back due to the 
novena taking place on all the other evenings in 
September. Thereafter, they will take place twice a month 
on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

August 10 / 11 ………  $18,445.00 
August 17 / 18 ………  $16,485.00 
August 24 / 25 ………. $21,459.00 
Aug 31 / Sept. 1 …….. $16,325.00 

 
 
 
 
 

CHECK USERS:  
P l e a s e   use a 

donation envelope in 
order to more easily 
credit your account. 

                

          September 7 / 8, 2024 
      

Unrestricted..........….. $14,426.00 
Restricted …...............   $      551.00 
 T O  T A L………..…..  $14,977.00 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

     Christianity is not when we join a Church, accept Jesus, or are baptized (Acts 8:9-24).  It is when Christ 
dwells in us (Romans 8:9b,14). It is Christ in us through the Holy Spirit that changes us from our human insanity 
to God's sane way of being (Hebrews 13:20-21). Christians are transformed through following the lead of the 
Holy Spirit. 
     We are led by the Holy Spirit the same way we are led by the human spirit (I Corinthians 2:11). We "hear" the 
voice of the human spirit; now we "hear" the voice of the Holy Spirit.  We do not see the beauty of God's perfect, 
selfless holiness when we view Him through our false presuppositions about goodness and love (Isaiah 55:8-9, 
25:7). As we think, feel, and act more like God, the Holy Spirit bridges the chasm between God and man. 
Without the Holy Spirit we are hostile and think this way is insane (Romans 8:7). With the Holy Spirit, the veil is 
removed, and we are transformed (II Corinthians 3:16-18). This is the effect of grace. 
 

Reference: “Building on Solid Rock” Flame of Love Retreats, Session 2 at https://flameoflove.us/building-on-solid
-rock/ 
 

Join the Cenacle: Two cenacle sessions are available in the Avila Room in the Parish Office building every 
Monday. One from Noon to 2:00 p.m., the other one from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. For more info, please contact        
Maru Lazatin at (626) 675-3080.  

 
 

CALL TO ACTION, PRAYER, and PREPARATION FOR TEENS, ADULTS, and FAMILIES 
40 Days for Life KICK-OFF Pro-Life Mass and Potluck: Friday, September 20, at 
7:15 p.m., here in our church, followed by a POTLUCK in the Guadalupe 
Courtyard / Avila Room. To sign up for your potluck item, please visit: 

www.40daysforlife.com/pasadena. 
VOX VITAE HELP and HOPE SIDEWALK ADVOCACY TRAINING: Saturday, 
September 21,  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., in the Avila Room. Learn how to be a 
more effective voice for life to help moms and their babies. The fee of $40 
per person includes lunch, a workbook and a poster, and pro-life literature. 

RSVP BY September 14 by contacting Catherine at 213-395-8977 or 
catherine@voxvitae.org. 
40 Days for Life Kick-Off Procession: Sunday, September 22, at 3:00 p.m., at St 
Elizabeth of Hungary Church, 1879 North Lake Avenue, Altadena. For more 

info, click on the QR code.  
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UNDERSTANDING LOVE: 
 

Following the lead of the Holy Spirit.  



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Rehearsals for the Eleven o’clock Mass Choir began 
on September 4th. If you have choral experience, 
consider using your musical talents to benefit your 
Parish. You can call the Music Director, Charlotte 

Lansberg, at (626) 282-2744, ext. 1 + 222, e-mail 
her at credochoir1@gmail.com, or see her after 

Mass. The commitment to the Choir involves *Wednesday night 
rehearsals, *Sunday Mass (with rehearsal at 10:30 a.m., and Mass 
at 11:00 a.m.), and *services for Christmas, Holy Week, and 
Easter. The choir will also be singing the Fauré Requiem at a 
special Mass for All Souls on November 15, commemorating the 
souls of the faithful departed of the Parish.  
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We will conclude the 
celebration of our 
centennial year at 

Brookside Country Club in 
Pasadena  on Sat., January 
11. More details to come 
but—for now—put the 
date in your calendar!  

 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  
Consider rules about using devices at school: If your 
child is using a tablet, iPad, or phone for school this 
year, you need to be aware of what they can access 
online. While many school devices may have safety 
controls in place, children are pretty creative, and may 
be able to maneuver around these safeguards. 
Consider making a “tech space” in your home, where 

all devices live when they are not in use — and make it centrally located, 
so you know whenever someone takes a device. Consider also having 
your children use their devices in the main area of the house, with 
supervision. For more information, read the VIRTUS® article “5 Keys to 
Monitoring Kids Online Activity” on lacatholics.org/did-you-know/. 



 

 

 
      
      
       Last year, as I was walking by the Parish Hall, I saw a lot of boys and 
girls dressed for karate; at least, that is what we used to call it. It was 
something I had never seen at a Parish. Mr. Carlos Ibarra, a St. Therese 
School teacher, was conducƟng an aŌer-school marƟal arts class, which 
he sƟll teaches in our Parish Hall. It is open to all boys and girls, not just 
Parish schoolchildren. I sat down with Carlos last week at one of the tables 
where the children have lunch and interviewed him for the bulleƟn. This is 
the story of the Carlos and Rosalinda Ibarra Family. 
     Carlos Alberto Ibarra, Jr., is the son of two immigrant parents: Carlos 
Ibarra, Sr., from El Salvador, and Elia Ibarra from Mexico. Carlos was born 
in Los Angeles in 1978 and grew up in East LA. Although the family was 
living in Pico Rivera, Carlos would commute to East LA most of his youth 
to be taken care of by his grandparents while his mother worked in 
downtown Los Angeles. Consequently, he also went to the public schools 
in East LA.  AŌer a couple of years at Rio Hondo Community College, 
Carlos went to Cal State University, where he received his BA in music. 
That is where he met his future wife, Rosalinda Bao Tram Nguyen, who 
was also a music major. Carlos specialized in classical guitar and Rosalinda, in voice. Both also received teaching 
credenƟals. As students, they had the opportunity to travel to China, Mexico, Spain, Denmark, and Sweden.  
     Rosalinda is also the daughter of immigrants: Nga Nguyen and Yen Tran. Her parents moved to California during the 
United States evacuaƟon of Vietnam. Rosalinda’s mom worked as a teacher for the U.S. Embassy, so the family was 
fortunate to be airliŌed out of Vietnam. Rosalinda was born in California, and her family eventually seƩled in Alhambra. 
Rosalinda is a graduate of Alhambra High School.  
     Although Rosalinda was bapƟzed as a child, she did not receive the other Sacraments of IniƟaƟon. In 2007, aŌer 
compleƟng the RCIA classes at San Gabriel Mission, Rosalinda was fully iniƟated into the Catholic faith by receiving 
ConfirmaƟon and making her First Holy Communion. The next year, Carlos and Rosalinda were married at San Gabriel 
Mission. For the next couple of years, they served as music ministers at the Mission’s 11:15 Mass and were involved with 
Families for Life Ministries.  
     Carlos and Rosalinda went to work as music teachers. Carlos worked at LiƩle Lake City School District and Rosalinda, for 
Long Beach School District. AŌer a couple of years, Carlos got a job at Arts in AcƟon Community Charter School. AŌer 
much prayer, Carlos and Rosalinda decided that Rosalinda would stop teaching so she could spend more Ɵme at home and 
at church.  They began to aƩend St. Peter Chanel Church in Hawaiian Gardens, which is where they were living at the Ɵme. 
There they taught confirmaƟon classes to teenagers and were involved in music ministry during the summer. They also 
made pilgrimages organized by our parishioners Albert and Mary Helen Estrada to Israel, Italy, and to EWTN in Alabama. 
Carlos and Rosalinda also aƩended the eight-day silent retreats at Sacred Heart Retreat House in Alhambra. They made 
numerous retreats and oŌen aƩended Catholic conferences.  
     In 2018 Carlos and Rosalinda welcomed their miracle baby boy, Yosef-Mari. Rosalinda had several miscarriages before 
then, so having a child was an amazing feeling for her. When Covid hit, the Ibarras began aƩending Holy Innocents Church 
in Long Beach. Due to Covid poliƟcs, Carlos lost his teaching job at Arts in AcƟon, but he was able to work as a subsƟtute 
teacher at both Holy Innocents School and Saint Therese Carmelite School, where he was introduced to classical 
educaƟon. In March of 2022, he was hired full-Ɵme at our School as the 5th and 6th grade teacher. He also teaches guitar 
and, as menƟoned above, marƟal arts. In addiƟon, he is one of the leaders of the Troops of St. George, which has proven 
to be popular here at St. Therese. Carlos also helps Fr. Robert to train altar servers. Rosalinda is acƟve in the School as 
well, having volunteered as the 1st-grade choir teacher and as a subsƟtute teacher for 1st and 2nd grades. She also has 
helped with the LiƩle Flower/LiƩle Women group for girls.    
     The Ibarra family now lives close to St. Therese on North Chapel Avenue near Story Park. In a short Ɵme, Carlos and 
Rosalinda have made a big contribuƟon of their Ɵme and talent to St. Therese Parish and School. We hope we will see 
Yosef-Mari make his First Holy Communion here in the next couple of years—and even his ConfirmaƟon! We are happy to 
welcome the Ibarra family to St. Therese.  

 

 

The Ibarra Family is part of the rich 100-year history of St. Therese Parish.  
Let us all walk with St. Therese as we journey together in faith during our Centennial year. 
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September 14—September 21, 2024 
Saturday Evening: 

5:00 p.m.: Silverio Reyes, RIP 
Sunday 

*7:30 a.m.: Therese Quynh Anh, INT 
 7:30 a.m.: McAllister Family, INT 

9:00 a.m.: Rory Putman, INT 
11:00 a.m.: Bernie TiƩmann, Birthday IntenƟon 
 1 p.m. (LaƟn): Candelaria Marrero Ferreira, RIP 

5:00 p.m.: Parishioners  
Monday: 

6:00 a.m.: Helen Mitropoulos, INT 
*7:30 a.m.: Anthony Cailan, Birthday INT 

8:00 a.m.: Ursulina Aquino, RIP 
7:15 p.m.: Maureen Grobarek, RIP 

Tuesday 
   6:00 a.m.: All Souls 

*7:30 a.m.: Jose N. Vales, RIP 
8:00 a.m.: Ursulina Aquino, RIP 
7:15 p.m.: Patricia Knudsen, RIP 

Wednesday: 
 6:00 a.m.: Aurora Olivarez Relatores, RIP 

*7:30 a.m.: Lilian Va. Arevalo, INT 
8:00 a.m.: Laigo & Chambliss Families, INT 

Thursday 
 6:00 a.m.: Ursulina Aquino, RIP 

*7:30 a.m.: Huyen-Duong Thi Vu, B-Day INT 
8:00 a.m.: Charles Alfred Myers, RIP 

Friday 
 6:00 a.m.: Dr. Hazel I. Deresma, Birthday INT 

*7:30 am: Basilia Cailan, RIP 
8:00 a.m.: Eulalia McEnƟre, RIP 

Saturday (Morning): 
 *7:30 a.m.: Carmelite Nuns’ Community  

8:00 a.m.: George & Yolanda Rossy, 39th Anniv 
 

*Held at the Cloistered Carmelite 
Chapel (located at 215 East Alhambra 

Road, Alhambra).  
 
 

+ 
 
 
 
 

*Open to the public except on 
Sundays and holidays.  
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“IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST. JUAN DIEGO AND OUR 
LADY OF GUADALUPE,” a Pilgrimage from Sunday, 
December 8, to Friday, December 13, 2024... Join us 
for this inspiring tour to Guadalupe, Mexico, and more! 
The chaplain will be Fr. Jan Lundberg and the fee is 
$2125, double occupancy. To receive a detailed 
itinerary, call Beth Maddatu at 408-903-6305 or email 
her at maddatubeth2@gmail.com.  
 
SEEKING ITEMS FOR THE CLOISTERED CARMELITE 
NUNS’ AUXILIARY’S BOUTIQUE on November 15:  
Please take a look around your house (in drawers, 
cabinets, closets, etc.) for items you no longer use or 
display.  These will be sold at the Fall Boutique for the 
benefit of our Nuns.  We need items in good condition: 
decorative items, small appliances, jewelry, vases, nice 
dishes, teapots, etc.  NO FURNITURE OR CLOTHING!!—
it’s not a rummage sale! For more info and a drop-off 
location, please contact Rosemary Moreno at (626) 
281-9211 after September 16.  Thank you!  

LIVE STREAMED MASSES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We livestream the daily 8:00 a.m. Mass 
and the HOMILIES at the Sunday         

11:00 a.m. and the Monday 7:15 p.m. 
Masses.  Be sure to “tune in”! 

 
 

 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 
 

+ Takashi Asayama 
 (Husband of Rosario; father of Matthew) 

 
The funeral Mass will be celebrated at  
St. Therese this Friday, September 20,  

beginning with the Rosary at 10:00 a.m. 
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