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 It is a .5% sales surtax – sales tax will go from 7% to 7.5%
 State sales tax 6%.  County sales tax 1%

 ½ penny on every dollar

 It applies to most retail purchases- does not apply to groceries, prescription 
medications, and other exempt items



 The half-cent sales tax only applies to the first $5,000 of a single purchase

 Buying a vehicle, boat or other expensive item? You are only going to pay $25.00 in 
additional taxes
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Revenue Generation and Cost to Families



 To offset revenue losses resulting from the mill closure and three hurricanes. 



 Less than 50% of Taylor County residents pay property taxes

 The half-cent sales tax would capture all residents as well as tourists and 
commuters who dine in our restaurants, shop in our businesses, stay in our hotels 
and rent properties in town and along our beaches. 

 Renewal of existing .25 mill operating levy will also be on the November ballot
 Ours is one of the lowest in the state
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Enhancing Facilities, Safety, and Technology



Facility Upgrades
Replacement of heating and cooling systems, roof repairs, classroom renovations and resurfacing of 

traffic areas.  Construction, remodeling and renovation of school facilities.

Safety Enhancements
Installation of secure entry points, fencing, and upgraded surveillance for the continued safety of 

students and staff. 

Technology Improvements
Investment in modern hardware and software for students and teachers along with network & server 

upgrades. $500,000 annually.

Transportation Improvements
Replacement of aging school buses. $183,000 each.

**Florida Statute Section 212.055(6) requires sales surtax revenues to be used for capital outlay 
projects.
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The revenue from the half-cent sales tax will be allocated to projects that directly impact student learning and safety. Key priorities include replacing outdated heating and cooling systems, repairing and upgrading roofs, and resurfacing traffic and parking areas to improve campus accessibility. Investments will also focus on enhancing playgrounds and flooring, creating safer and more engaging environments for students. Safety improvements, such as secure entry points, upgraded surveillance systems, and improved traffic flow, will help protect students and staff. Additionally, the tax will fund technology upgrades, including the acquisition of modern hardware and software, ensuring that classrooms are equipped for digital learning and future-ready instruction. These improvements are essential for maintaining compliance with state standards and meeting the expectations of parents and the community. By investing in infrastructure and technology, the district can provide a learning environment that fosters academic achievement, innovation, and equity. The benefits extend beyond the classroom, as improved facilities contribute to community pride and property values, making the area more attractive to families and businesses. This initiative demonstrates a proactive approach to addressing long-standing needs while preparing for future growth, ensuring that students have access to safe, modern, and technologically advanced educational spaces.





 Food & groceries: unprepared food

 Medical items: prescription medications, medical supplies, wheelchairs, hearing 
aids

 Household safety: smoke detectors, fire alarms, fire extinguishers

 Baby products: diapers, baby food

 Agriculture items: seeds, fertilizers

 Services: legal, accounting & medical



$0.10 for $20 of 
pizza. 

$4.00 for a $800 
refrigerator

$25.00 for a 
vehicle over 
$5,000

For the average citizen, 
the cost would be 

approximately $66 per 
year, or roughly $5.50 per 

month.
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The half-cent sales tax is projected to generate approximately $1.5 million annually for the school district, amounting to $15 million over a ten-year period. This revenue will be dedicated exclusively to capital improvements, ensuring that funds are used for long-term investments rather than operational expenses. For local families, the financial impact is minimal: based on IRS sales tax tables and the county’s median household income of $44,815, the average family will pay about $59 per year. This modest contribution translates into significant benefits for the community, as the majority of the revenue will come from non-residents, including tourists and visitors. This approach leverages the county’s economic activity to support education without placing undue strain on local taxpayers. The funds will enable the district to address deferred maintenance, upgrade aging infrastructure, and implement safety enhancements such as secure entry systems and improved traffic flow on campuses. Additionally, the revenue will support technology initiatives, including the purchase of hardware and software to modernize classrooms and prepare students for a digital future. By spreading the cost across all consumers, the tax ensures equity and sustainability, providing a reliable funding source that does not fluctuate with property values or state allocations. This financial strategy positions the district to meet current needs and anticipate future challenges, reinforcing its commitment to fiscal responsibility and educational excellence.







 Artificial turf & track- this was an appropriation that was filed for through the State 
and had nothing to do with the half-cent sales tax.

  Salaries- cannot be paid with sales tax revenue.

 Budget management- audit report with zero findings and cut general fund 
expenses 7.5% over the last two years.  We are down 37 positions over a two-year 
period as well. 
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	The half-cent sales tax would give us the opportunity to strengthen our schools, support our teachers, and build a safer, more modern learning environment for every student.  Your support for the sales tax helps make that future possible.



