March 29, 2026 - Issue #313 – Palm Sunday
                                  
THE THIRD DDF COLLECTION IS MARCH 29TH
OUR 2026 DDF GOAL IS $13,700. We are number 1 again.
Collected to date: $54,294.
0. We collected another $507.00 on Sunday March 22nd.
0. Your generosity is appreciated.
We now have an additional $40,594 towards our 2026 Refurbishing Project.
Make checks payable to “Christ of the Desert”.
Put DDF in lower left memo area.
Cash $$$ is always acceptable.
REMINDER: 
We designate the last Sunday of the month as DDF Sunday. However, you can always donate at any time. Each Sunday will have a collection basket available after Mass. 
You can also drop off your donation during the week, into the slot of door #4 office. 
You can also send us your donation at any time. Our mailing address is “Christ of the Desert”: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260
Thanks, in advance, for everyone’s continued DDF support.

1. Our Third I final collection will be on March 29th.
1. All monies collected (above $13,700) will be returned to us with no Diocesan taxation!!
1. These additional funds will enable us to continue our facility “refurbishing” projects in 2026.
REMEMBRANCE WALK:
Several parishioners have asked me about ordering pavers honoring Father Connole. We have created a special section for your Remembrance Pavers. Father Coonole’s memorial pavers have been installed.
Forms are available from the Parish Office or back of the church. Each Paver is $100.
The “REMEMBRANCE WALK” IS LOCATED IS LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE CHAPEL.  
If you are not sure what you want to say on the paver, let me assist you!!

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE AT CHRIST OF THE DESERT & SACRED HEART CHURCH:
0. March 29th - Palm Sunday. Christ of the Desert: Mass at 9:30. Korean Mass at 11:15.
0. March 29th – Palm Sunday Masses at Sacred Heart Church.
1. Masses: 6:00AM,8:00AM,9:30AM,11:00AM,12:30PM (Spanish),2:30PM (Latin),5:30PM (English) & 7:00PM (Spanish).
0. April 2nd – Holy Thursday. No services at Christ of the Desert.
0. April 2nd - Holy Thursday. Sacred Heart Church. Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 6:00PM. 
3. Adoration at Altar of Repose following 6:00PM Mass.
3. No 7:45 AM Mass on Holy Thursday.
0. April 3rd - Good Friday. Stations of the Cross at Christ of the Desert, led by Paulette Quaid, at 12:00. No Healing Mass.
0. April 3rd – Good Friday - Sacred Heart Church:
5. No 7:45AM Mass on Good Friday.
5. 2:00PM – Liturgical Service including Unveiling & Veneration of the Holy Cross & Holy Communion.
5. 7:00PM – Live presentation of the “Way Of The Cross”. (Bilingual) in the Salta Center Gym.
0. April 4th – Holy Saturday – 8:00PM Easter Vigil Mass at Sacred Heart Church (Bilingual).
6. No 7:45AM Mass at Sacred Heart Church. 
6. No Easter Vigil Mass at Christ of the Desert.
0. April 5th - Easter Sunday at Christ of the Desert. Mass at 9:30. Korean Mass at 11:15.
0. April 5th – Easter Sunday Masses at Sacred Heart Church.
8. Masses: 6:00AM,8:00AM,9:30AM,11:00AM,12:30PM (Spanish),2:30PM (Latin),5:30PM (English) & 7:00PM (Spanish).
March Events:
1. SPECIAL NOTICE: Priests from all over the valley will be assisting in the Lenten Penance Service.
1. LENTEN PENNANCE SERVICE AT SACRED HEART IS ON MARCH 4TH AT 7PM. 
1. March 5th - Thursday FIND Community Supplemental Food Distribution Program at 9:30AM.
1. March 8th - Day Light Saving Time. Change your clocks before going to bed. Spring forward.
1. March 11th – Bingo at Sacred Heart. 6:00 – 9:00PM in the Salta Center.
1. March 11th - Christ of the Desert Ladies Guild luncheon at 11:30 in Room 1.
1. March 14th - K of C - CRV recycle program. 7:30AM to 11:30AM. Parking lot behind Salta Center.
1. March 17th - St. Patrick’s Day.
1. March 19th - Christ of the Desert’s Quarterly Finance Council meeting.
1. March 29th - last DDF Sunday. 
1. March 29th - Palm Sunday.
1. April 5th - Easter Sunday.
1. April 15th the Tax Man Cometh. Taxes are due.
April Upcoming Events:
1. April 2nd - Thursday FIND Food distribution/Community Supplemental Food Distribution Program at 9:30.
1. April 8th – Bingo at Sacred Heart. 6:00 – 9:00PM in the Salta Center.
1. April 11th - K of C drive-through CRV recycle program. From 7:30AM to 11:30AM. Parking lot behind Salta Center.
APRIL LADIES’ GUILD:
There will be no April Women’s Luncheon. 
Kathy is having surgery and Marlene is out of town. Depending on Kathy’s recovery, we will determine the feasibility of May’s luncheon. We’re sorry we won’t be meeting for April. Take a friend to lunch!
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
March 29, 2026      
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - Matthew 26:14-27:66 
Just prior to this week’s Passion narrative in St. Matthew’s Gospel, there is a small, striking story describing a woman’s scandalous action toward Jesus: “A woman came up to him with an alabaster jar of costly perfumed oil and poured it on his head” (Matthew 26:7). The ointment was pure nard, worth more than 300 denarii. A year’s wages. Maybe a dowry, maybe a family inheritance. In any case, she breaks it. She does not measure or ration. She pours it all out, irreversibly, over Jesus. Why does this image begin Holy Week?
Because what she does with the jar, Jesus will soon do with his life. The jar must be broken so the fragrance can be released. Jesus’ body will be broken so his priceless divine and human love can be poured out. She gives everything, just as he is about to give everything. And He sees it: “She has done a good thing for me” (Matthew 26:10). Her act is lavish, impractical, scandalous in its apparent wastefulness. And he loves it. It is what Holy Week is all about.
What jar are you still holding onto? Your time? Your comfort? Your plan for how life should go? Don’t just wave palms today. Let yourself be broken open so your love, too, can be poured out.
Lenten Challenge: Offer something costly to Jesus this Holy Week — not out of guilt, but love. Your attention. Your forgiveness. Your time. Break the jar. Trust that nothing poured out for him is ever wasted. - Father John Muir
Mass Readings:
Gospel at the Procession with Palms - Matthew 21:1-11
Jesus enters Jerusalem as the crowd waves palm branches and shouts, "Hosanna!"
First Reading - Isaiah 50:4-7
The Lord’s Servant will stand firm, even when persecuted.
Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 22:8-9,17-20,23-24
A cry for help to the Lord in the face of evildoers. Or My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
Second Reading - Philippians 2:6-11
Christ was obedient even to death, and God has exalted him.
Gospel Reading - Matthew 26:14—27:66
Jesus is crucified, and his body is placed in the tomb. (shorter form: Matthew 27:11-54)
Source – Loyola Press
FINANCIAL SECTION:
April HAS 4 SUNDAYS FOR THOSE THAT GIVE MONTHLY.
Please make all checks payable to “Christ of the Desert” not Sacred Heart. 
Total monies collected to date: $170,919 or 103.5% of annual budget. Collection on Sunday March 22nd was $1,416.
*Monies collected each week reflect the Friday & Sunday Mass plus rental income from offices in the Courtyard, Weddings & Funerals.
This information is important for our community to understand where we are financially throughout the year.
·        Our Monthly expenses are budgeted at $13,750 per month or $41,250 per quarter. $165,000 annually.
Thanks for your continued generosity.
See instructions at end of Bulletin for ways to continue giving via your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service.     
SUPPORT OUR PARISHIONERS WHO HAVE SMALL BUSINESSES SECTION:
 If anyone wants to advertise their business in our Bulletin, send me your information.
Call Crys Mueller at 760 989 8732 if you are thinking about selling your house or condo?  I have been with BD Homes for the past 18 years.
John Maldonado is a Mortgage Loan Originator with First West Financial, Corp & a member of Christ of the Desert congregation.  
"Your Home Loan Made Simple" We help you buy your dream home by simplifying the mortgage financing process with personalized loan options that save you time and money. If you need assistance with any type of loan, I am here to help. For every loan that closes, I will make a donation to Christ of the Desert.
Contact: John A. Maldonado at jam@firstwestfinancial.com or call 760 636-8266. Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #1995783,WWW.firstwestfinancial.com

JoAnne Thompson is a Notary Public, and also a Notary Signing Agent, which means I can assist with Real Estate transactions. My business is Impress Mobile Notary. My number is 760-799-7858 or email me at impmobilenotary@aol.com. Please call me for all your Notary needs. 

 Enedina Sutton, a Distributor of Nature Sunshine Products and a long-time parishioner. Has Herbal Supplements, all kinds of Vitamins, ointments, essential Oils, disinfectant products and much more. I do the business from home. I can be reached at 760-345-3754. I live in Sun City Palm Desert community.
CARPET EMPIRE FLOORING DESIGN CENTER: Call Mike Tomlinson at 760-485 2058 (direct) or the Store at 760-324-9797 Ext. 107 for all your flooring needs. You walk on Carpet Empire’s carpet each time you enter the Chapel.
SUNTECH CONSULTING & ROOFING, INC: Call Bill Fitzgerald at 760 275 4749 for all your roofing needs. SUNTECH provides roofing protection for Christ of the Desert.
 Pope’s monthly intentions for 2026:
MARCH: For disarmament and peace: Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.
Pope’s monthly intentions for 2026:
APRIL: For priests in crisis: Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.
The Christ of the Desert “Bulletin” now appears on www.sacredheartpalmdesert.com website. Open the site and click on “church”, look down on the bottom left for Christ of the Desert. Open this site for the “bulletin” and other information about our community.
 CELEBRATION SECTION:
There will be an information providing sheet on the table near the Chapel exit/entrance area.
You can always email the information to me as well. 
You can sign up for any month NOW. I will keep a record of your special month and enter it when that month arrives.
WHO HAS A DATE IN APRIL & YOU WANT ME TO ADD TO THE NOTICES BELOW?
DISCLAIMER: If information below is incorrect, please let me know and I will correct the error.
 
2026
MARCH BIRTHDAY SECTION:
Michael Guerro has a birthday on March 1st.
Tiara McCoy has a birthday on March 8th.
Saint Patrick has a birthday on March 17th, born in 492.
Bonnie Morrisroe has a birthday on March 18th.
Mary Ann Xavier has a birthday on March 25th
Helene Shaunty has a birthday on March 26th.
Elizabeth Tapia has a birthday on March 29th.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Joe Lehane – March 1st, Husband of Lynn Lehane.
Daniel Pepper – March 7, 1934, Husband of JoAnn Pepper.
Larry Kunstler – March 11th.
Anne Marie Ruehl – March 23. Bob Ruehl’s mother.
Angela Caterina – March 24. JoAnne Thompson’s mother. 
Father Marlin Connole - March 28th.

MARCH HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
George & Betty Shultz – March 20th. 55th anniversary this year!!!
Jim Grand & Stephen Spurgen – March 21st.
Jim & Anne Tufo – March 25th.
Please provide Month, Date & Year

MARCH REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
Joan Warner, twin sister of Jean LaBaugh, passed away on March 4th.
Dottie DeWeese, mother of Paulette Quaid, passed away on March 12th, 2011.
Corrine Schulte passed away on March 16th, 2026.
Steve Lester’s wife, Noralyn, passed away on March 22nd, 1988.

Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered.

APRIL BIRTHDAY SECTION:
Bob Ruehl - April 3rd.
Mary Lindstrom – April 3rd.
Louise McCall - April 7th.
Barbara Dunn – April 14th.
Betty Schultz - April 17th.
Joyce Sosebee - April 18th.
Jim LaBaugh – April 18th.
Bob Smith – April 20th.
Carol Anderson – April 21st
Howard Lincoln – April 23rd.
Dan Smith – April 29th.
Dave Bannon – April 30th.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Jamie Rogers – April 3rd, Brother of Crys Mueller.
Max Gregory Sosebee - April 16th, son of Joyce Sosebee.
 
APRIL HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Carl & Lois Hickey – April 17th.
Jan & Patrick McCoy – April 30th.

APRIL REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
Christine Smith, mother of Daria Smith, passed away on April 1st.
Larry Bean, husband of Louella, passed away on April 13th.
Daniel Pepper, husband of JoAnn, passed away on April 22nd, 2018.
John Schumaker, son of Jesse Schumaker, passed away on April 30, 2017.
Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered  

“Who would you like to pray” for section:
Please send me your new updated petitions which will appear in green.
Many of you pray for special intentions at Sunday Mass. Please send me those intentions so the entire Parish can pray to the LORD with you.
I ask for continued prayers for our long-time parishioner Edna Holman. Prayers needed for better health.  Love you my precious friend. Jessie Schumaker
Please pray for my daughter, Lisa Gruebel, who has been diagnosed with lung cancer, Suzanne Cummings.
Please pray for my friends Joe, Jack, Ted & Gene. Roxanne Reed
THIS WE PRAY TO THE LORD!!!
 Christ of the Desert office hours: 760-346-0089
Office hours are from 9:30 to 1:30 Monday- Friday. Please call first to be sure Cindy is available. When Cindy is in the office, the office door is locked. Please ring the doorbell “to get her attention”.
 ON GOING MESSAGE SECTION:
Please continue to consider supporting our community with the following options:
Mail your weekly or monthly offering to Christ of the Desert. All our regular mail goes to Sacred Heart so you would need to use that address. Make checks payable to Christ of the Desert.
CHRIST OF THE DESERT c/o.
SACRED HEART CHURCH 43-775 DEEP CANYON ROAD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260.
OR
Go to your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service. You can set up an automatic payment directly from there. If you have any trouble doing this or don’t have a computer, just call your bank and they can help you.
Please make sure that you tell the bank to make the check payable to Christ of the Desert but send the check to Sacred Heart’s address: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260


Jay Mueller

Stay Healthy! Do good work! Keep in touch!!!!

SHC & COD Finance Council Member
SHC & COD Parish Council Member
COD Remembrance Walk Coordinator
SHC Remembrance Square Coordinator
SHC East Valley Outreach Program Coordinator
CELL NUMBER: 760-777-3745

