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Afghans protest: For a 2nd day,
demonstrators challenge Taliban
fighters, who respond with violence. 6A

Duke Energy Grant
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for program that could create jobs
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Panthers’ Rhule unhappy 
with passing game vs. Ravens
SPORTS, 1B

Weather

High 86° | Low 67°
Few showers. 
Forecast, 10A
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Even before a Cleveland County man
believed to be holding explosives in
front of the Library of Congress surren-
dered, investigators in North Carolina
were descending on his Grover home. 

At about 11 a.m., the FBI's Charlotte
offi�ce asked Cleveland County Sheriff�'s
deputies to go to the home of Floyd Ray
Roseberry in the 3,000 block of Blacks-
burg Road in rural Cleveland County,
North Carolina. 

"Here in North Carolina our concern
now is that we secure the residence this
morning, that it remains secure and we
are in the process of obtaining search
warrants so that we conduct searches of
the residence and property," said Bobby
Wells, special agent in charge of the
FBI's Charlotte offi�ce. 

The FBI is primarily searching for ex-
plosive devices or materials, though
they said area residents are being noti-
fi�ed via reverse 911 that there is no im-
mediate danger. 

"We have no reason to believe there is
any danger to the community here," said
Wells. 

Roseberry, 49, surrendered after a
fi�ve-hour standoff� with law enforce-
ment in front of the Library of Congress
in the nation’s capitol. 

Less than an hour after his surrender,
a press conference was held at the Num-
ber 3 Volunteer Fire Department in Gro-
ver where representatives with local
and federal law enforcement answered
a few questions, while refusing to give
many specifi�cs.

NC man suspect in bomb threat
Floyd Ray Roseberry was believed to be holding
explosives in front of the Library of Congress 

See BOMB, Page 4A

Investigators search the property
along Blacksburg Road in Grover.
WSOC-TV
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new in-person school year at the commu-
nity’s brand-new state-of-the-art facility
in Archdale.

In the fl�urry of fi�nal preparations for
the school year and a new facility, Barr
has been busy fi�nding the best educators
from Braxton Craven Middle School and
Archdale-Trinity Middle School.

Newly minted Trinity Middle School is
set to make its offi�cial debut on Monday.

The school’s principal, Dr. Aaron Barr,
expressed excitement about the start of a

“We have a good mix of teachers from
both schools who have been in the Trin-
ity community for years and are full of
Bulldog pride,” Barr said.

Barr explained that the faculty are
off�ering a variety of classes outside of 

New year, new school

Trinity Middle School Principal Aaron Barr talks on camera about the new school and what it has to offer. COURTESY OF TIM MOODY

Trinity Middle to kick off� its fi�rst academic year on Monday

See SCHOOL, Page 4A

Gavin Vincent
Asheboro Courier-Tribune
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The Randolph County NAACP and
others are spearheading a video cam-
paign to convince community mem-
bers to move a Confederate monument
from the county's courthouse.

The videos, most of which were
produced by local talent, present fact-
based research about the Confederacy. 

"Our belief is when you put the
truth out there, people who really want
to be neighbors are going to do the
right thing," said NAACP chapter
President Clyde Foust. 

Much of the campaign, according to
Foust, tries to dispel what is popularly
known as the "lost cause" narrative,
which is meant to justify the actions of
the Confederacy in the minds of sym-
pathizers. The videos detail how such 

NAACP hopes
videos prompt
removal of
Confederate
monument
Dean-Paul Stephens
The Courier-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

Randolph County NAACP Chapter
President Clyde Foust addresses the
crowd at Tuesday's community event.
DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS | COURIER-TRIBUNE

See NAACP, Page 4A
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Obituaries

Hill, Earl 89 Asheboro,NC 16-Aug PughFuneral Home
*Lucas,Helen Lewallen 88 Asheboro,NC 17-Aug MidstateCremation&Funeral Service
Parker, RoderickB. 51 Greensboro 15-Aug C.C.Hodges Funeral &CremationServices
*Welborn, Ruth - Trinity, NC 17-Aug CumbyFamily Funeral Service

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.courier-tribune.com/obituaries

TRINITY - On August
17th the world lost a be-
loved wife, mom, maw-
maw, and friend. Ruth
Wall Welborn went to
her heavenly home due
to complications from a
recent fall.

Though saddened by
her passing, the family
is comforted by faith in
knowing she has been
reunited with her loving husband of 53 years,
Austin Welborn. Annie Ruth was born December
9, 1935, the daughter of Grover C. Wall and Maleta
Evans Wall. She worked many years in the apparel
industry and was owner of Mountain View Mobile
Home Park. It was there that she made many life-
long friends. Whether it be working in her flower
gardens, making memories with family, cruising in
a hot rod, or sharing time with her Myrtle Beach
Travel Park friends, Ruth always lived life to the
fullest. She will truly be missed by many.

In addition to her parent and husband, she
was preceded in death by her infant sister, Gracie
Welborn; and three brothers, Warren, Hollis and
Guy Wall.

Ruth is survived by her son, Randy Welborn;
daughter, Kathy Welborn Hayes (Randy Barnes);
special daughter-in-law, Christy Welborn; two
grandchildren, Neil Welborn (Jenny) and LeAnn
Welborn; and three great-grandchildren, Logyn,
Lauren and Trae were blessed to call her theirs.

Funeral service celebrating Ruth’s life will be
held 2:00 PM Saturday, August 21, 2021, in the
Chapel of Cumby Family Funeral Service in Arch-
dale with Pastor Rodney Hedrick officiating. Buri-
al will follow at Mt. Gilead Church Cemetery in
Sophia.

The family will receive friends from 6:00 to 8:00
PM Friday, August 20, 2021 at Cumby Family
Funeral Service in Archdale.

Condolences may be sent to the family on Ruth’s
tribute page at www.cumbyfuneral.com.

For those who prefer, memorial contributions
may be made to Mt. Gilead Church Cemetery
Fund, 4736 Mt. Gilead Church Road, Trinity,
NC 27370.

Cumby Family Funeral Service in Archdale is
serving the Welborn family.

Ruth Welborn

ASHEBORO - Helen
Lewallen Lucas, 88,
passed away Tuesday,
August 17, 2021 at
Cross Road Retirement.
Born October 12, 1932
in Randolph County,
she was the daughter of
the late Ernest Lewallen
and Cisrie Burrow Le-
wallen.

Helen received her
education from Sea-
grove High School. She
worked as a seamstress
for Michael Thomas
Furniture Company
from which she retired.
She enjoyed doing yard
work.

Helen is survived
by her step children;
grandchildren, Han-
nah Ledwell, Mindy
Ledwell-Maier, Amy
Ledwell Rivera, Chris
Ledwell, and Breanna
Ledwell; as well as nu-
merous great grand-
children, great great
grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

A burial will be held
Friday, August 20, 2021
at 1:00pm, at the mau-
soleum at Randolph
Memorial Park, 4538
N Fayetteville Street,
Asheboro, NC with
Rev. Jimmy Hill offici-
ating.

Helen Lewallen
Lucas

“Lives are
like rivers:
Eventually
they go
where they
must. Not
where
we want
them to.”

the typical academic cur-
riculum of language arts,
mathematics, social
studies, science, and
physical education, and
are also off�ering band,
chorus, art, Spanish, Mi-
necraft coding and agri-
culture. Students will be
exposed to many possible
career paths as they ex-
plore the middle school
curriculum.

When discussing the
features of the school,
Barr described that the
open design of the spaces
was “phenomenal” and
praised the openness of
the media centers and
cafeteria. Barr also com-
mented on the large win-
dows, bright natural light,
and open design of the
buildings that illuminate
the grounds.

“The classrooms are
large and have plenty of
space for students to
work individually or in
small groups Barr noted.
“Science labs are placed
throughout the building
and allow students and
teachers to have spaces
designed for specifi�c in-
struction.”

Barr also stated that
students will enjoy the
openness of the building,
the new smells, the bright
lights as well as the
unique experience of be-
ing the fi�rst to attend the
school.

Despite lingering con-
cerns around masking,
vaccinations and other
precautions, Barr main-
tains an optimistic per-
spective on the school’s
upcoming school year. He
expects students are
ready to return to a some-
what normal school situ-
ation.

He also expressed that
the staff� at Trinity Middle
School are eager to wel-
come students to the fa-
cility but was doubtful it
would take much time for
students to fall into pre-
dictable routines.

Barr stated that the
process of watching the
school go from blueprints
to brick and mortar was
“such a great experience.”
He stressed that seeing
the excitement and sup-

port from the community
[about the school] was a
spectacular thing to wit-
ness.

“No matter where you
went you met someone
who was excited about
the project or had a child
or grandchild that will be
in the school,” He said.
“Meeting these people
and making personal
connections with the
community members
who have waited for this
school for such a long
time was so rewarding.”

Planning a project of
this scale was not with-
out diffi�culties. Barr not-
ed that there were many
hands involved in the
construction and plan-
ning phases and many
people working hard to
make sure everything
went well with the pro-
ject.

Other stakeholders
and community members
echoed the general ex-
citement expressed by
Barr.

“We are so excited and
honored to be a part of
history in the making
with being the fi�rst stu-
dents and parents to at-
tend its inaugural year,”
Kimberly Cates, a parent
of a rising middle school
student at Trinity Middle
School, said.

Cates also refl�ected
that the school is truly a
bright spot coming out of
such an unpredictable
year and expressed grat-
itude to the Aldridge fam-
ily for the gift of the land
Trinity Middle rests on.

Gavin Vincent is a
storytelling and content
coach with a passion for
the news and social is-
sues. Feel free to reach
out regarding stories or
tips to gvincent@gan-
nett.com 

School
Continued from Page 1A

One of the unique
aspects of the new
Trinity Middle School is
its open floor design.
COURTESY OF TIM MOODY

prevailing notions as the
content slave or the em-
phasis on state's rights
dates back to the after
the Civil War and persist
to today. 

The videos, which will
be released on the chap-
ter's social media pages,
makes the argument that
these notions are a sig-
nifi�cant reason why so
many individuals are in
favor of keeping the
monument. 

"Let me be clear, we're
not trying to be mad at
our neighbors. We're try-
ing to be neighbors with
our neighbors," Foust
said. "We're trying to
show our neighbors this
is how we feel ... and this
is the information our
feelings are based on." 

The video series is the
most recent in the chap-
ter's eff�orts to get the
statue moved to another
location.

Donald Matthews, the
NAACP's former chapter
president, talked about
the importance of basing
their eff�orts around a
fact-based campaign. 

"My heart is really
overjoyed with what I
hear in this room," Mat-
thews said at a recent
meeting to discuss the
video campaign. "[The
NAACP] is trying to make
everyone understand the
history behind this Con-

federate monument."
The videos are a mix

of content from profes-
sional news sites and re-
cordings of community
members. Foust empha-
sized this, saying that ev-
erything they discussed
was cited from reputable
sources. 

Several local offi�cials,
including members of
the Randolph County
Board of Commission-
ers, were in attendance. 

"I love Randolph
County. It's the only
home I've ever known,"
said commission Chair-
man Darrell Frye, "... we
will work through this
process."

Following the presen-
tation, county offi�cials
promised Foust and oth-
ers that they would dis-
cuss the Confederate
monument's presence as
an agenda item.

"There is a concern
that if we bring this up
there is going to be a lot
of people mad at each
other ... and people want
to avoid that," Foust said.
"If we cant get on the
agenda because you're
worried about the vio-
lence that is going to
happen then you are let-
ting the people who are
going to perpetuate that
violence win." 

Dean-Paul Stephens
covers racial justice. Fol-
low him on Twitter
@DeanPEStephens. If
you have tips, send an
email to dste-
phens@gannett.com.

NAACP
Continued from Page 1A

Threat in D.C.

Early in the day the
Associated Press report-
ed that Roseberry was
sitting in a pickup truck
outside the Library of
Congress and told police
that he had a bomb,
prompting a massive law
enforcement response to
determine whether it was
an operable explosive de-
vice, people briefed on
the matter said. 

The truck had no li-
cense plates, and when
law enforcement noticed
it in the morning, au-
thorities reported a pos-
sible bomb threat over
police radios. Investiga-
tors were trying to deter-
mine whether the man
was holding a detonator.
They were communicat-
ing with him as he wrote
notes and showed them
to police from inside the
truck, according to three
people were not autho-
rized to publicly discuss
the matter and spoke on
condition of anonymity. 

Police sent snipers to
the area near the Capitol
and Supreme Court and
evacuated multiple
buildings on the sprawl-
ing Capitol complex.
Congress is in recess this
week, but staff�ers were
seen calmly walking out
of the area at the direc-
tion of authorities. 

The nation’s capital
has been tense since the
Jan. 6 insurrection at the

Capitol by supporters of
then-President Donald
Trump. 

Fencing that had been
installed around the Cap-
itol grounds had been up
for months but was taken

down this summer. A day
before thousands of pro-
Trump rioters stormed
the Capitol, pipe bombs
were left at the head-
quarters of the Demo-
cratic National Commit-

tee and the Republican
National Committee in
Washington. No one has
been arrested yet for
placing the bombs. 

Where is Cleveland
County, NC? 

Cleveland County is
located 434 miles south
of Washington, D.C., in
the foothills of western
North Carolina. 

The town of Grover,
where investigators are
searching, is a small town
of around 700 residents on
the border of North and
South Carolina. The town
took on the name of Grover
in 1885 in honor of Presi-
dent Grover Cleveland.

Reporter Dustin
George contributed to
this report.

Bomb
Continued from Page 1A

Federal and local investigators search the property along Blacksburg Road in
Grover, North Carolina, Thursday afternoon. WSOC-TV

First responders and police investigate a possible
bomb threat near the US Capitol and Library of
Congress in Washington, DC, on Thursday. EERIC
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