Honors Biology 
Syllabus
[bookmark: 2023-2024]2024-2025
[bookmark: Barton_Academy_for_Advanced_World_Studie]Barton Academy for Advanced World Studies
[bookmark: Instructor:_Mrs._Yvette_R._Nicholson]Instructor: Mrs. Yvette R. Nicholson
E-mail: ynicholson@mcpss.com	Room Number: Science Lab 329
Phone: (251)221-1040	Planning Block: 4th Period
[bookmark: Course_Description:][bookmark: This_Physical_Science_class_introduces_s]Course Description:
This Honors Biology course provides students with a challenging, fast-paced course with a broad foundation in biological concepts and science practices. Honors biology is structured around four (4) central themes: Evolution, Information Storage and Transmission, and Systems Interactions. In addition, this course will emphasize six key practices including: explaining biological concepts, analyzing visual representations and models, determining scientific questions and methods, representing and describing data, performing statistical tests and data analysis, and justifying scientific arguments using evidence. While intended as a comprehensive introduction for all students, this course also aims to prepare students to participate in AP Biology junior or senior year.
[bookmark: Materials:][bookmark: Students_are_required_to_bring_their_mat]Materials:
Students are required to bring their materials to class every day.
· Chromebook (fully charged)
· Textbooks: Honors Biology textbook (online access available)
· Composition Notebook
· 3-ring 1” binder with 5 dividers
· Writing utensils (pens and pencils)
· Lab Fee - $15
Optional materials: covered pencil sharpener, colored pencils, markers, Kleenex, paper towels, dishwashing liquid, hand sanitizer, non-latex gloves, Clorox wipes.
[bookmark: Grading_Policy:]Grading Policy:
[bookmark: Each_quarter_grade_consists_of_60%_MAJOR]Each quarter grade consists of 60% MAJOR grades (Chapter tests, major quizzes, major projects, teacher-made tests) and 40% MINOR grades (notebooks, lab activities, minor projects, homework/essential questions/essential vocabulary/science starters).
Grading Scale: 100-90=A	89-80=B	79-70=C	69-60=D	59& below=E

[bookmark: Academic_Honesty:]Academic Honesty:
Students must not cheat or plagiarize (steal information from printed or sound sources without giving credit to the sources). These infractions are serious and will result in a zero for any assignment in which cheating is discovered and may result in disciplinary action. This includes lab reports, tests, and research. This will be strictly enforced.
Communication
If you need to contact me for any reason, please either email me at the email address ynicholson@mcpss.com, via phone (251)289-1535, or through the Schoology platform.

1:1 Classroom
My classroom allows the usage of a student’s electronic devices for educational purposes only. Students will be required to use their MiDevice username & password to get onto the Wi-Fi at school.  Students will be expected to follow the MCPSS Acceptable use Policy for using school-issued devices.


Attendance/Tardiness/Make-Up Work/Late Work
Students will be expected to attend class daily and on time. If you do miss class for any reason, it is your responsibility to bring an excuse within three (3) days. It is also your responsibility to obtain and complete any missed work. Missed lab assignments will have alternative assignments. Late work will receive a 10% deduction for each day late up to 50%.

Behavior Consequences – A & B Offenses Only
1. Individual conference with the teacher
2. Contact Parent
3. Provide discipline warning notice to parent
4. Refer to counselor and/or conference with parent
5. Administer 2nd discipline warning
6. Refer to Administrator

After reading the syllabus with your parent/guardian, please sign below and return promptly. The syllabus will be kept in your binder and will be a part of the 1st notebook grade.



  Printed Parent Name _____________________________

  Parent Signature  ________________________________  Date ________________

  Printed Student Name _____________________________

  Student Signature ________________________________   Date ________________




