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FEAST OF
- MARY, MOTHER |

PEW MISSALETTES AND CHURCH ENVELOPES

We kindly remind all parishioners that the missalettes in the pews belong to St. Therese Parish
and are intended for use during Mass only. These missals were placed in the pews just a few weeks
ago, and unfortunately several have already gone missing. Please do not take them home, so that
everyone may continue to share in their use. If you have, please return them to one of the pews.

Additionally, we ask that children not play with the offertory envelopes found in the pews.
These envelopes are provided for parish giving and stewardship, and when they are folded, written
on, or used as play items, they must be discarded—resulting in unnecessary expense for the Parish.

Thank you for your cooperation and care in helping us be good stewards of our Parish resources.
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Doctrmal Note on Use of Co-Redemptrix Title

e : On November 4, 2025, the Dicastery for the
Doctrine of the Faith (DDF), with approval from Pope
Leo XIV, issued a doctrinal note titled Mater Populi
Fidelis (“Mother of the Faithful People of God”). This
note discourages using the title “Co-Redemptrix” for
Mary in public liturgical acts, stating that while
Mary’s cooperation in salvation is real and profound,
this term is “not appropriate” because:
e It risks obscuring Christ’s unique role as the sole
Redeemer.
e It requires “many repeated explanations” to
avoid misunderstanding.
e It could create confusion and imbalance in the
harmony of Christian truths.
The note reaffirms Mary’s unique cooperation in
salvation (from the Annunciation to the Cross) and
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saints have used “Co-Redemptrix” in devotional
contexts (St. John Paul Il did so several times), but the term was never defined as dogma. Both Pope Benedict XVI
and Pope Francis opposed making it a formal title. The Vatican’s reasoning for this is due to:

¢ Clarity and ecumenism: Avoid language that could suggest Mary’s role is equal to Christ’s.

o Pastoral simplicity: Titles that need constant clarification don’t serve the faith well.

¢ Focus on Christ: Mary always points to Jesus, never to herself. [usccb.org]

The Church isn’t denying Mary’s profound role—it’s refining language to protect the truth that salvation comes
through Christ alone. The term “Co-Redemptrix,” while theologically defensible in a nuanced sense (meaning “with”
but not “equal”), has often been misunderstood as placing Mary on the same level as Jesus. The Vatican wants to
avoid that confusion and keep devotion Christ-centered. This is less about “downgrading Mary” and more about
upholding the uniqueness of Christ’s mediation.

1. Christ as the Sole Redeemer: Catholic teaching has always affirmed that Jesus Christ alone is the Mediator and
Redeemer (1 Tim 2:5). The Church cannot allow any title—even well-intentioned—to obscure this truth. The term
“Co-Redemptrix,” while historically used in devotional language, can sound like Mary shares equality with Christ,
which would contradict the Faith. The clarification simply protects this core doctrine.

2. Mary’s Unique Cooperation: The Church still teaches what Lumen Gentium (Vatican Il) declared: “The Blessed
Virgin was intimately united with her Son’s work of salvation... freely cooperating in the work of the Savior” (LG 57—
58). Mary’s “yes” at the Annunciation and her presence at the Cross show her active participation, but always
dependent on Christ’s merits, never equal to Him. The new guidance emphasizes this same truth—Mary cooperates,
but Christ accomplishes redemption.

3. Tradition and Development: Titles like “Co-Redemptrix” arose in devotional contexts to express Mary’s
closeness to Jesus’ saving work. However, the Magisterium never defined it as dogma. Vatican Il deliberately
avoided it, preferring biblical and patristic language like “Mother of God,” “Mother of the Church,” and “Advocate.”
The recent decision continues that trajectory: clarity over complexity, Christ-centered language over potentially
confusing terms.

4. Marian Devotion Remains Strong: This clarification does not change or diminish Mary’s role. She is still
honored as: Mother of God (Theotokos), Mother of the Church, First Disciple, Perfect Model of Faith, and Most
Powerful Intercessor. The Church continues to encourage Marian devotion while insuring that it will always lead to
Jesus, never away from Him—just as His Mother would want.
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Saint Therese Carmelite School
Faith & Academics « Virtue

January 25,
10:00 am-3:00 pm
TK-8th Grade

1106 East Alhambra Road (626) 289-3364
Alhambra, California 91801 www.SaintThereseCarmeliteSchool.com

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS Mark your calendar for our next First Saturday
TO THE

IMMACULATE Devotion on January 3, 2026. Join us for the Rosary
HEART OF MARY and 15 minutes of meditation after the 8:00 a.m. Mass!

Thirteen Fatima Reminders From Sister Lticia (from an article by Joseph Pronechen)

Servant of God Sister Lucia of Fatima had much to say and teach with her constant instruction and life lessons on
the necessity of praying the Rosary, making the Five First Saturdays devotion, adoring and receiving the Holy
Eucharist, making reparation, and more. She also shared major insights with important Fatima-grounded guidance
in her books and letters. Let’s look at thirteen of Sister Llcia’s many insights, counsels, advice, and warnings.

No. 1, On April 13, 1971 — Sister Lucia went right to the point in her letter to her nephew, Fr. Jose dos Santos
Valinhor, a Salesian superior in Portugal: “It is indeed sad that so many are allowing themselves to be dominated by
the diabolical wave that is enveloping the world, and they are so blind that they cannot see the error! The principal
error is that they have abandoned prayer, and thus they have gone away from God—and without God everything is
lacking in them: ‘Without me, you can do nothing’ (John 15:5). “What | recommend to you
above all else is that you get close to the Tabernacle and pray. In this, you will find the light,
the strength, and the grace that you need to sustain you and that you can pass on to others.
Guide them with humility, with gentleness, and—at the same time—guide them with
firmness ... always with serenity, justice, and charity.

“Follow this road and you will see that before the Tabernacle you will find more science,
more light, more strength, more grace and virtue than you could achieve by reading many
books or by great studies. Never think as lost the time you spend in prayer. You will see that
in prayer God will communicate to you the light and the grace that you need to do all that
He requires of you.”

Source: https://ewtn.co.uk/article-13-fatima-reminders-from-sister-lucia/
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January 17, 2026
6:00 -11:00 p.m.

Dimerwillbefrom  Tickets (§75)

T lable n th
6:00t0 8:00 pm. P::iaslhaan?gchgol

Offices OR after
select Masses OR
call (626) 533-4839

PLACE: St. Therese Parish Hall
COST: $75 per person (a great Christmas gift!)

Delicious buffet style dinner included:
First course will be Caesar salad. Second
course will be roast beef with brown gravy,
mashed potatoes and sautéed vegetables.
Sautéed chicken breast made with Marsala
wine, mushrooms and sun dried tomatoes
Sautéed Atlantic salmon with lemon butter
sauce with mashed potatoes and sautéed
vegetables, penne pasta with vegetables and
Alfredo sauce. Includes dessert: banana and
coconut bread pudding with caramel sauce
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Catechism Series of Classes

Fr. Stephen’s next class in this series
CATECHISM

cattiouic \;v.:lobe ong‘!’;gsday, Japuar}/‘ 13,Pfr?mh We will begin doing the Fiat
:30 to 9:00 p.m. in the Paris -90 Challenge starting

Meegng Roolm (ever:'y zf‘d and'ﬁ4tdh January 5th! It will run ‘ FIA‘I‘ 90 '
Tuesdays, unless otherwise notified. throughout Lent and 4

More info in next week’s bulletin. . y HOLY AND
end on April 5th. We will SUALTHY

LATIN MASS FOR EPIPHANY ON JANUARY 6 [l et twice o month for check (g

It will be celebrated by Fr. Justin Ramos, O.Praem,
on Tuesday, January 6, at 7:00 p.m. Please note
that this Mass will supersede our regular Spanish
Mass, which will return on January 13. SAVE For more information about Fiat-90, go
THE DATE! All are welcome to attend. to https://fiat-90.com/.

Fimanciral Offering s

This bulletin had to be submitted for printing November 22/23 .... $15,307.00 CHECK USERS:
before the weekend of December 21 / 22. The November29/30.... $16,735.00 dF;lln:tiao: :nv‘ﬁg ae
totals for that weekend and the next two December6/7 $19,283.00 in order to mor':

weekends will be in the January | | bulletin. December 13/ 14.... $20,492.00 easily credit your

Ladies of St. Therese Parish!

If you are interested in joining please email Kat
Crow at Katrina.fcp@gmail.com.
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Wassintentions
December 27, 2025—January 3, 2026
Saturday Evening:

5:00 p.m.: Christmas Novena 2
Sunday:

*7:30 a.m.: Deceased Religious ,Relatives,
and Benefactors of the Carmel of St. Teresa
7:30 a.m.: Christmas Novena 3
9:00 a.m.: Goh & Cheah Families, INT
11 a.m.: Ray & Nicole Tittmann, 28th Anniv.
1:00 p.m.: (Latin): Clyde Sookhan, B-Day INT
5:00 pm: Parishioners
Monday:

6:00 a.m.: Christmas Novena 4
*7:30 a.m.: Isais Diokno, RIP
8:00 a.m.: Sam Sandoval, INT
7:15 p.m.: Jamie Arakawa, RIP
Tuesday (+7:15 p.m. in Spanish):

6:00 a.m.: Jun Tuan & Family, INT
*7:30 a.m.: Mother Teresa, OCD, INT
8:00 a.m.: Linda Kay Hesse, RIP
+7:15 p.m.: Christmas Novena 5
Wednesday—New Year’s Eve:

6:00 a.m.: Christmas Novena 6
*7:30 a.m.: Lim Hoa Hun, INT
8 am: Max & Hope Tittmann, 3rd Anniv INT
7:15 p.m. Vigil: Sandoval Family, INT
Thursday—Feast of Mary, Mother of God:
*7:30 a.m.: Angelina Brajkovich, RIP
10:00 a.m.: Christmas Novena 7
* First Friday:

6:00 a.m.: Raul Garrido, Birthday INT
*7:30 a.m.: Antonius Maringka, RIP
8:00 a.m.: Christmas Novena 8
*7:15 p.m.: Lupe Amalia Cano, RIP
Saturday Morning
*7:30 a.m.: Alhambra Cloistered Carm. Nuns
8:00 a.m.: Christmas Novena 9

*Held at the Cloistered Carmelite
Chapel (215 East Alhambra Road,
Alhambra. Open to the public except

LIVE STREAMED MASSES:
We livestream the daily 8:00 a.m. Mass
and the HOMILIES at the Sunday
11:00 a.m. and the Monday 7:15 p.m.
Masses. Be sure to “tune in”!
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5 _Pilgrimage
SEATS ARE FILLING
FAST FOR THE &
PILGRIMAGE TO 1=
EASTERN EUROPE
(Poland, Croatia,
Medjugorje, etc.) with
Carmelite friar Fr.
Matthias Lambrecht,
OCD, from September
3 to September 16,
2026, for $5,450 per
person. For more information, see
the itinerary on the home page of our website or
contact the Tour Leader, Beth Maddatu, by
emailing her at maddatubeth2@gmail.com or
calling 408-903-6305.

Personal Ad

FEMALE ROOMMATE WANTED to
share 2-bedroom house in Alhambra.
Shared bathroom and kitchen
privileges. Call Ms. Cruz for more
details at (626) 492-8438.

Outside the Parish

SPDJ (Society for the Preservation of
Dixieland Jazz) invites you to join them at
the Arcadia Elks Lodge, TODAY, SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 28, from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m., for
dancing and music by Baldy Mountain Jazz
Band and local musicians. Admission is $20
per person. For more info, go to
www.SPDJ.org.

Deaths

Please pray for the repose of the soul of:
+ JUAN KACHIRISKY

(Father-in-law of Vanessa Kachiriski,
1st—/2nd-grade aide at St. Therese School)
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His funeral will be on Saturday, January 3:
Rosary at 11:00 a.m.; Mass at 11:30 a.m.
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