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LAKE RIDGE SCHOOLS 

A moment of silence was observed. 

The Mission statement was recited. 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Mr. Johnson called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Johnson called a roll call:  Mr. Diehl, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Evans, Mrs. Osteen and Mr. 

Buckley was present and the Superintendent was present. 

NOTE:  Mr. Diehl was experiencing connectivity issues and was not able to vote. 

 

Administrators present:  Mrs. Trevino, Ms. Hubinger, Mr. Mikulich, Mrs. Sweeney, Mrs. 

Martin, Mr. Bajmakovich, Ms. Kuntarich and Ms. Harris, Mr. Johnson 

 

This is a Virtual Meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Lake Ridge New Tech 

Schools, Lake County Indiana, May 27, 2020 at 6:00 PM, in the Zoom Virtual Application. 

 

Claims  Mr. Osteen moved to consider the attached Accounts Payable Vouchers and the  

May 22, 2020 payroll for payment.  Mr. Evans seconded.   

  Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr.  

Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen - aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, motion  

carried. 

 

Treasurer Mr. Evans moved to consider the revised Treasurer Report as of January 31,  

Report 2020.  Mr. Buckley seconded. 

 Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, 

Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, 

motion carried. 

 

Treasurer Mr. Evans moved to consider the Treasurer Report as of March 31, 2020 and  

Report April 30, 2020.  Mrs. Osteen seconded. 

Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, 

Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, 

motion carried. 

 

Treasurer Mr. Evans moved to consider the revised 1st Midwest Self-Insurance Fund  

Report Treasurer Report as Of January 31, 2020.  Mr. Buckley seconded. 

Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, 

Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, 

motion carried. 

 

Treasurer Mr. Evans moved to consider the 1st Midwest Self-Insurance Treasurer Report as 

Report  of March 31, 2020 and April 30, 2020.  Mr. Buckley seconded.   

Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, 

Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, 

motion carried. 
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Treasurer Mrs. Osteen moved to consider the 1st Midwest Athletic Complex Donations 

Report  Fund Treasurer Report as of March 31, 2020 and April 30, 2020.  Mr. Evans  

seconded. 

Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, 

Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, 

motion carried. 

 

Food Service Mr. Buckley moved to consider the Food Service Account Analysis as of April 

Analysis 30, 2020.  Mr. Evans seconded. 

  Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr.  

Diehl – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, motion  

carried. 

 

 

New Business 

 

New Business 

Stipend  Recommended approving the attached stipend pay for the following employees  

for work above and beyond the scope of their normal work day during the  

COVID-19 Pandemic: 

Luis Roldan 

Chris Akers 

Adrian Wilkerson 

Laura Hubinger 

 

Contract  Recommended approving the CSC Contract Renewal for network infrastructure  

Renewal  support for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

Stipend  Recommend approving the attached stipend pay for Karen Lee for Math  

Instructional Coach work that is above and beyond the scope of her normal work  

day paid from Title I. 

 

Stipend  Recommend approving the attached stipend pay for Areceli Mendoza and  

Yvonne Acevedo for translation services that are above and beyond the scope of  

their normal work day paid from the NESP Grant. 

 

Repairs  Recommended approving the Longfellow New Tech Elementary School’s  

Longfellow  chilled water pipe insulation and remediation. 

 

Job Descript.  Recommended approving the Business Office Executive Assistant Job  

Description. 

 

  Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the new business items. 

  Mrs. Osteen moved.  Mr. Evans seconded.   

  Dr. Shirley said, “The Business Office staff have had to be in the building every  

week since this Pandemic started.  Kudos to them.” 
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Mr. Johnson asked, “Has the Business Office Executive Assistant position been 

posted? 

Dr. Shirley said, “No, the job description has to be Board approved first.” 

 

Mr. Buckley made a motion to separate Item A from the rest of the items and be 

voted on separately.  Mr. Evans seconded. 

Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, 

Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, 

motion carried to vote on Item A separately.       

 

Mr. Johnson called a roll call vote for the remainder of the New Business times:  

Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye.  

With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, motion carried.       

 

Mr. Johnson called a roll call vote for Item A:  Mr. Buckley – Nay, Mr. Evans – 

aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 3 - ayes and 1 – nays, 

motion carried.       

 

 Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the community. 

 

  Mr. Mikulich thanked the Board for all their efforts. 

 

Mr. Bajmakovich thanked the Board for their efforts. 

 

Ms. Harris thanked the Board for their efforts and gave her best wishes to Ms. 

Hubinger as she embarks on a new position. 

 

 Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the Board. 

 

Mr. Evans thanked Ms. Hubinger for everything she has done for Lake Ridge 

New Tech Schools.  Mr. Evans said to Ms. Hubinger, Thank you for keeping us 

informed and educated on all financial matters, as well as, saving money when 

possible.  Good luck on your new job.” 

Mr. Evans said to Mrs. Osteen, “I hope your surgery went well.”  

Mr. Evans thanked the entire staff for the work they did through this difficult 

time.  Mr. Evans wished everyone a good summer. 

 

Mr. Buckley said, “My wife, Beth, has tested positive for COVID-19.  She is in 

the beginning stages and it is recommended that she stay home and self-

quarantine, as we have been doing.  Please keep her in your prayers.”  Mr. 

Buckley concluded by thanking everyone for all of their efforts. 

  

Mrs. Osteen thanked the entire staff of all of their hard work.  Mrs. Osteen said, 

“I think the staff has done an amazing job with what was “thrown” at them.  

Thank you for being there for our students.”  Mrs. Osteen concluded by wishing 

everyone a good evening. 
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Mr. Diehl thanked the entire staff for all of their efforts during this pandemic.  

Mr. Diehl expressed his best wishes to Ms. Hubinger on her new endeavors.  Mr. 

Diehl concluded by wishing everyone a good summer. 

 

Ms. Hubinger said, “I will be leaving June 6.  This is exciting and daunting at the 

same time.  I attended my first Board Meeting with my new school district.  The 

meeting was four hours long.  I do have my work cut out for me however, I am 

ready for the challenge.  I will take what I have been taught at Lake Ridge and 

spread it amongst other districts.  You have help me grow into a better, stronger 

leader.  I know I am leaving you in good hands.  You have a dedicated staff.” 

Ms. Hubinger said, “I am grateful to have dealt with the best Board in the State 

of Indiana.  My heart will always be here.  I have great lessons that I will take 

with me.” 

Next Ms. Hubinger said,” I have worked under two great Superintendent’s.  I am 

hoping my third will be just as great.  I cannot thank Dr. Shirley enough.  I will 

certainly miss her.  We have been through a lot of things together. And to 

everyone please continue to fight for Lake Ridge.” 

Ms. Hubinger concluded by saying, “I love you and cannot thank you enough for 

everything you have taught me, your friendship, your kindness, and trusting me 

with you district.” 

 

Mrs. Trevino said, “I want to thank the entire staff for everything they have done 

during this pandemic.  Mrs. Trevino said, “So many of you have gone above and 

beyond.” 

Mrs. Trevino said, “As we develop our re-opening plan, I have no doubt we will 

come through this stronger and be better for our students because of this.  To 

Laura, thank you for being there for me.  I appreciate you.  Thank you for 

leading Mr. Wilkerson and Ms. Akers so they may step in upon you leaving.” 

Mrs. Trevino thanked Dr. Shirley and said, “She has been amazing through all of 

this.  I don’t think people realize how crazy her schedule is with virtual meetings 

early in the morning until late in the evening, among so much more.  Thank you 

for your leadership.  You don’t get thanked nearly enough for all you do.” 

 

Dr. Shirley said, “Thank you Laura.  It has been a phenomenal five years.” 

Dr. Shirley informed everyone that Mr. Mikulich has been nominated for 

Principal of the Year.  “Let us hope that he receives this great honor” Dr. Shirley 

said. 

Dr. Shirley said, “Mrs. Mikulich and Mrs. Shimek, our nurses, have been 

working hard to find the best prices for PPE (personal protection equipment).  

They have been working on their part of the re-entry plan regarding how the 

nurses will be an asset during this crisis.  I really appreciate that.” 

Dr. Shirley said, “To the School Board, I know you are going through this 

mentally with us.  Even though you are doing your daily life in other areas, you 

know what we are doing and you keep your mind on what is happening at Lake 

Ridge.  I know your constituents have a lot to say, good or bad, and you have to 

answer to those questions and comments however, we keep you informed so you 

know why decisions are made and you can then, communicate to our 

community.” 
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Dr. Shirley stated to the community, Please do not drop the ball.  The virus 

numbers are growing.  Put your mask on, put your gloves on, and practice social 

distancing.  Stay on track so that we may continue to move forward. 

Dr. Shirley said, “Laura, you left us in good hands.  With Mr. Wilkerson and Ms. 

Akers working together, the work will continue.  I will truly miss you Mrs. 

Hubinger.” 

Dr. Shirley said, “To the School Board, you help us with outside business 

relationships such as Menards and Dunkin Donuts, etc.  We need to hold them 

accountable or take our money somewhere else.  We all visit these 

establishments but, these business would not allow our students to sit in their 

parking lots to access their Wi-Fi for school work during this crisis.  This was a 

time our community needed them.  These business needed to step up and help.” 

Dr. Shirley concluded by wishing everyone a happy summer. 

 

Mr. Johnson congratulated the entire staff for completing a very rough year.  Mr. 

Johnson said, “This has been one of the toughest school years ever.  All of you 

did an excellent job getting us through this year, from what happened at the 

beginning of the year until now.  I want to thank you for that.  Enjoy your 

summer and take some time to de-compress.” 

Mr. Johnson said to Ms. Hubinger, “Good luck.  We will see you at meetings in 

Indianapolis.  You will definitely be missed.” 

Mr. Johnson said to Mr. Wilkerson, “I look forward to working with you more.  

Good luck in you new role.” 

Mr. Johnson said, “Dr. Shirley, great job managing everything that was going on 

this year.  There has never been anything that has shut down the entire world 

until now.  There is no play book for this but, Dr. Shirley, you did a great job.” 

Mr. Johnson wished everyone a great summer.  Mr. Johnson congratulated the 

Seniors on their graduation.  Mr. Johnson reminded everyone that early voting 

has started and voting is on June 2, 2020.  Mr. Johnson reminded everyone to 

complete the census. 

 

 

Mr. Evans moved to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 6:01 PM. 

 

 


