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 Dedication 
 

 

In the modern era (1938-2020)* of basketball Wadena has had approximately 

20 head coaches.  The most team success during that time has been under 

coach Lowell Roisum (1970-1984).  His teams’ cumulative winning percent 

during those fourteen years is significantly higher than during any other 

fourteen-year period before or since.  In 120 years, no Wadena boys’ 

basketball head coach has had a longer tenure nor more wins than Lowell 

Roisum.  And none have won more conference and district titles. This 

“Scrapbook” is dedicated to Coach Roisum.   

 

Lowell Roisum 
1970-1984 

 

The Most: 

Seasons: 14 

Wins: 148  

Championships: 4 
District 24 (2) 

 Mid-State Conference (2) 

 

 

Coach Roisum was a knowledgeable and patient teacher of the 

game.  He expected effort and focus from his players as well as 

sportsmanship and class.  He led by example. 

 

 

Jebb Willis 

Class of 1974 

 
 

 
*From 1927-37 the Indians thrived under Coach Anton Chermak, in an era marked by a “center jump” after each made basket.  His 

teams won two District 24 titles, one Region 6 championship and they were runner-up of the 1936 Minnesota State Tournament. The 

1936-37 season marked the end of the “center jump” after each made basket.   
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The Beginning 
 

Wadena High School basketball started around the turn of the century.  The Wadena 

athletic teams’ nickname of “Indians” came from the town’s namesake, Ojibwe Chief 

Wadena, who lived in the later part of the 19th century. 
 

 
The Great Chief Wadena 

1885 
 

In the 1990’s the Wadena and Deer Creek school districts merged and the new WDC 

athletic teams’ nickname was changed to the “Wolverines.” 
 

 

 

 

Wadena Basketball History 
 

 

“The Scrapbook 1900-1959” included, among other things, these highlights: 

-Mid-State Conference Champions: 1959(t) 

-District Champions: 1916, 1922, 1923, 1934, 1936 and 1943 

-Region 6 Champions: 1936 

-State Tournaments: 1922, 1923 and 1936 (runner-up) 

 

In “The Scrapbook 1960-80” you will find more of the same, as well as “decade 

highlights,” “teams by year” and some interesting and fun “bonus” sections.  

 

In putting together “The Scrapbook 1960-80” accuracy has been a primary goal.  My 

sources of information have been The Brainerd Daily Dispatch archives (found on 

newspaperarchive.com), The Wadena Pioneer Journal archives and WHS Yearbooks 

(both found at the Wadena County Historical Society) and the contents of some WHS 

player scrapbooks from the 1960’s and 70’s. 

 

Jebb Willis 

Class of 1974 
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Decade Highlights 
 

 

“The Scrapbook 1960-80” 
 

The 1960’s (pg 7) 

-Achievement Highlights of the 1960’s 
Team Highlights including:  

1965 District 24 runner-up 

1966 District 24 runner-up 

 

Player Highlights: D. Stoneman, T. Schiller, F. Plautz, G. Willis, K. Browne 

 

-Coaches of the 1960’s 
Coaches: Harold Willis and Melford “Whitey” Aus 

 

-Affiliations with Conference and District 
 Conference: Mid-State 

 

 District: District 24 

 

-Big Change on the Horizon 
  

The 1970’s (pg 13) 

-Achievement Highlights of the 1970’s 
Team Highlights including: 

1974 District 24 Champions 

1974 Mid-State Champions 

1978 District 24 Champions 

 

Player Highlights: J. Willis, R. Olson, R. Hooten, J. Browne, B. Willis 

 

-Coaches of the 1970’s 
Coaches: Melford “Whitey” Aus and Lowell Roisum 

 

-Affiliations with Conference and District 
Conference: Mid-State 

 

 District: District 24 (Class “A”) / Region 8-2 (Class “AA”)* 

 

 *One Class to Two Classes: Effective the 1970-71 season the MSHSL went from a one class to 

a two-class tournament.  Wadena started in the smaller school class “A” but was moved to the 

larger school class “AA” (effective 1975-76) and then moved back to class “A” (effective 1977-78). 
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1960’s 
Achievement Highlights 

Teams Players 

1965 Team 
 

Season                    
 

Overall Record: 10-11*    

Mid-State: 4-6 (4th) 
 
*Wadena played without junior Tony Schiller (13 
ppg) and senior Brent Grangruth (10 ppg) for nine 
and eight games respectively.  However, the 
Indians were at full strength for the tournament. 
 

District 24 
Season Record: 3-7 (5th) 
Tournament: 2-1 runner-Up 
Wadena 42  C-I 43 (Dist 24 title game) 
 

1966 Team 
 
 
 

Season 
 

Overall Record: 14-7 
Mid-State: 6-4 (3rd) 
 

 
District 24 
Season Record: 4-5  
Tournament: 2-1 runner-Up 
Wadena 38  C-I 40** (Dist 24 title game) 
 
 

**NOTE: 
C-I beat Pine River 48-47 in 
the 1966 Dist 24 semis and 
beat Wadena 40-38 for the 

title.  Henning defeated C-I 61-59 in the 
Region 6 title game.  In the Minnesota 
State Tournament semifinals Henning lost 
to Edina in triple overtime.  Edina went on 
to win the state title in 1966, 1967 and 1968 
while on a 69-game winning streak. 

 

Don Stoneman 1962-65 

 

Three-year starter  
920 career pts 
1965 Dist 24 3rd - 17.8 ppg 
1964 Dist 24 4th - 18.2 ppg 
1963 Dist 24 6th - 13.9 ppg 
All Mid-State  
WCCO All-State Team of the Week - 1965 
 
 

Tony Schiller 1963-66 
 
2x All Mid-State 
Dist 24 1966 - 6th: 13.8 ppg 

Dist 24 1965 - 7th: 13.2 ppg 
 
 

 

           
Francis Plautz 1966-68 

 

 
2x All Mid-State 
Dist 24 1968 - 16.6 ppg (2nd)     
Dist 24 1967 - 14.9 ppg (3rd) 
 
 
 
Greg Willis 1967-69 
 

Dist 24 1969 - 15.9 ppg (1st) 
All Mid-State 
2x season ave  
dbl/dbl pts/reb 
 

 
Kip Browne 1967-69 

  

Dist 24 1969 - 15.8 ppg (2nd) 

All Mid-State 
80% free throw 
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Wadena Indians 

Basketball Coaches  

of the 1960’s 

Coaches  Comments 

 
 
1955-64  
Harold Willis 

 
 

 Hometown 
Hendricks, Minnesota 
 
College 
South Dakota State University 
 
Notes 
-Hendricks High School Athletic Hall of Fame 2016 
-Minnesota HS State Track Meet 1944 - 2nd place mile run 
-7 letters at SDSU - basketball (4), track (2), football (1) 
-Ortonville, MN coach 1955 MN State Basketball Tournament 
-Wadena, MN 1959 Mid-State Conference Champions (t) 

 
 
1964-1970 
Melford “Whitey” Aus 

 

 
 
 

 Hometown 
Rugby, ND 
 
College 
Minot State University 
University of North Dakota 
 
Notes 
Graduate assistant coach UND - 2 years. 
During his tenure at UND Aus coached with three future NBA 
coaches. UND head coach Bill Fitch (Cleveland Cavaliers 
head coach) and his assistant Jimmy Rogers (Minnesota 
Timberwolves first head coach) as well as UND player and 
future NBA Hall of Fame player and coach, Phil Jackson 
(played for New York Knicks and was head coach of Chicago 
Bulls and L.A. Lakers, winning multiple NBA titles). 
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Wadena Basketball 

1960’s Team Affiliation 
 

The one constant affiliation for Wadena basketball was being a “large school” member of 

District 24 along with Aitkin, Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and Staples. Wadena 

was also a charter member of the Mid-State Conference, with 1954-55 being its 

inaugural season.  In 1965 Little Falls joined the Mid-State Conference to make it a six-

team league. 
   

Conference Affiliation 
 

 

(Inaugural Season 1954-55) 

 

Charter Members 

Aitkin 

Crosby-Ironton 

Park Rapids 

Staples 

Wadena 
 

 
Membership Addition: 

 
Little Falls - 1965 

 

 

Mid-State Champions Wadena Place - Record 

1960  Crosby-Ironton 8-0 5th (1-7) 

1961  Crosby-Ironton 8-0 4th (2-5) 

1962  Crosby-Ironton 7-0 2nd (6-2) 

1963  Park Rapids 7-0 3rd (4-4) 

1964  Crosby-Ironton 6-1 4th (1-6) 

1965  Crosby-Ironton 9-0 4th (4-6) 

1966  Crosby-Ironton 8-2 3rd (6-4) 

1967  Crosby-Ironton 10-0 2nd (5-5) 

1968  Aitkin 8-2 3rd (6-4) 

1969  Crosby-Ironton 9-1 3rd (5-5) 
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Wadena Basketball 

1960’s Team Affiliation 
 

 
 

As was true prior to the 1960’s, district affiliation continued to be treated much like a 

conference during the regular season.  The six large District 24 teams’ standings in 

District 24 play were reported throughout the season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District 24 Tournament Format 
 

The general format of the District 24 tournament in the 1960's had two components, as 

in the past.  First the small schools competed in the Sub-District 24 tournament.  The 

champion and runner-up (or East/West division winners 1961-63) would then be seeded 

in the District 24 tournament with the six large schools. 

 

District 24 Schools 

Large Schools 

 

Aitkin 

Brainerd 

Crosby-Ironton 

Little Falls 

Staples 

Wadena 

 

 

Small Schools 

 

Sub-Dist East: 

Backus 

Pequot Lakes 

Pillager 

Pine River 

 

Sub-Dist West: 

Menahga 

Motley 

Sebeka 

Verndale 
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Wadena Basketball 

1960’s Team Affiliation 
 

 

 

District 24 Champions 

District 24 Sub-District 24 

1960 C-I          69 
 Brainerd 51 
 
1961 Brainerd 64 
 Little Falls          59 
 
1962 C-I              72 
 Brainerd            66 
 
1963 Brainerd 56 
 C-I              53 
 
1964 Brainerd 44 
 C-I              41 
 
1965 C-I              43 
 Wadena 42 
 
1966 C-I          40 
 Wadena             38 
 
1967 Brainerd 63 
 C-I                 55 
 
1968 Brainerd 66 
 Aitkin              47 
 
1969 C-I              50 
 Little Falls 48 
 

1960 Verndale 54 
 Pequot Lakes 45 
 
1961 Pillager - East 
             Sebeka - West 
 
1962 Pine River - East 
 Sebeka - West 
 
1963 Pine River - East 
 Sebeka - West 
 
1964 Sebeka             54 (1st since ‘47) 
 Pine River         48 
 
1965 Pine River        69 
 Sebeka              57 
 
1966 Menahga 49 (1st since ‘29) 
 Pine River    42 
 
1967 Pine River 64 
 Menahga 54 
 
1968 Motley   62 (1st title ever) 
 Verndale 55 
 
1969 Pillager 50 (1st since ‘50) 
             Menahga 35 
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Big Changes on the Horizon 
 

The landscape of Minnesota High School Basketball would soon change, and it would 

change often.  In the decade of the 1970’s there would be only one more season of a one 

class tournament.  The 1970 Minnesota State Champions would be the Sherburn 

Raiders.  A community of about 1,000 Sherburn was much like the 1960 Minnesota State 

Champions, the Edgerton Flying Dutchman. 

 

 

 
The starting five from the 1970 MSHSL boys' state basketball champion Sherburn Raiders (front 

row, left to right) John Tirevold, Paul Krohn, Pete Eiden, Jeff McCarron and Tom Mulso pose with 

the championship trophy. 

 

 

After 1970 there would be a Class A 

tournament and a class AA tournament.  In 

the 1971-75 Minnesota State Tournaments 

the A and AA champions would play to 

determine the best team in the state.  And 

then, beginning with the 1976 tournament, 

that changed… 



13 
 

1970’s 
Achievement Highlights 

Teams Players 

 

1974 Team 
 

Season                    

Overall Record: 20-3 (Most wins) 
Mid-State Conference Title: 11-1  
(First ever outright conference title) 
 

District 24 
Tournament: Champions! 
60-52 win over Crosby-Ironton 
(First Dist 24 championship since 1943) 
 

Region 6 
Melrose 52 Wadena 36 
Wadena defeated Cyrus for 3rd place 
 

1975 Team 
Season 
Overall Record: 17-6 
Mid-State Conference Record: 9-3 (2nd)  
 
District 24 
Tournament: runner-up 
61-49 loss to Crosby-Ironton 
 

1978 Team 
 

Season 
 

Overall Record: 16-7 
Mid-State Conference Record: 7-3 (2nd) 
 

District 24 
Tournament: Champions! 
50-47 win over Staples 
 

Region 6 
70-53 semifinal loss to Breckenridge 
 

1979 Team 
Season 
 

Overall Record: 15-6 
Mid-State Conference Record: 8-2 (2nd)  
 

District 24 
Tournament: runners-up 
55-52 (2-OT) loss to Henning 

 

 

Jebb Willis 1971-74 
Three-year starter 
14.5 ppg 1974 (4th Dist 24) 
14.1 ppg 1973 (4th Dist 24) 
2x All Mid-State 
WCCO / St Paul PP All-State Teams 

 
 

Roger Olson 1972-75 
Three-year starter 

15.5 ppg 1975 (3rd Dist 24) 
Career Record: 49-21 (70%) 

(most career wins) 

All Mid-State 
WCCO All-State 

 

           
 

Reggie Hooten 1974-77 
Three-year starter 
15.5 ppg 1977 
15.0 ppg 1976 
Career Reb Record 
2x All Mid-State 
(Hon Mention as soph) 
WCCO All-State 
         

 
Jeff Browne 1975-78 

Three-year starter 
18.2 ppg 1978 
16.3 ppg 1977 

Career 1,000 Pt Club 
2x All Mid-State 
(Hon Mention as soph) 
WCCO All-State  

Brad Willis 1977-80 
22.7 ppg 1980 (1st M-S Conf)  
17.2 ppg 1979 (1st M-S Conf) 
13.8 ppg 1978 

RECORDS: 
-Career: over 1,100 pts/700 rebs) 
-Season: 477 pts and 61% fg 
-Single game: 43 pts vs Sauk Centre 
 

-2X All Mid-State  
(Hon Mention as soph) 

-1980 WCCO All-State 
-MN 12-man All-Star team 
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Wadena Indians 

Basketball Coaches  

of the 1970’s 

Coaches  Comments 

 
 

1964-1970 
Melford “Whitey” Aus 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Hometown 
Rugby, ND 
 
College 
Minot State University 
University of North Dakota 
 
Notes 
Graduate assistant coach UND - 2 years. 
During his tenure at UND Aus coached with three future NBA 
coaches. UND head coach Bill Fitch (Cleveland Cavaliers 
head coach) and his assistant Jimmy Rogers (Minnesota 
Timberwolves first head coach) as well as UND player and 
future NBA Hall of Fame player and coach, Phil Jackson 
(played for New York Knicks and was head coach of Chicago 
Bulls and L.A. Lakers, winning multiple NBA titles). 
 
 
 
Chuck Luna’s tenure as the assistant coach 
under Aus and Roisum covered three decades. 

 
1970-1984 

Lowell Roisum 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Hometown 
Kerkhoven, MN 

Chuck Luna 
College 
St. Cloud State University 
 
Notes 
Prior to accepting teaching and coaching positions at 
Wadena, Lowell Roisum held similar positions in Battle Lake, 
MN.  After 14 years as Wadena’s head coach Roisum had 
collected more than160 wins, two Mid-State Conference titles 
and two District 24 Championships.  In the thirteen seasons 
of 1960-72 Wadena won only 35% of its games.  In the next 
eight seasons the Indians won 64% of their contests. 
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Wadena Basketball 

1970’s Team Affiliation 
The one constant affiliation for Wadena basketball was being a “large school” member of 

District 24 along with Aitkin, Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and Staples.  Since 

1954-55 Wadena was a charter member of the Mid-State Conference.  Little Falls and 

Detroit Lakes joined the conference in 1965 and 1970, respectively making it a seven-

team conference.  Effective the 1976-77 season Little Falls left the Mid-State Conference. 

  

Conference Affiliation 
 

 

(Inaugural Season 1954-55) 

 

Charter Members 

Aitkin 

Crosby-Ironton 

Park Rapids 

Staples 

Wadena 
 

1965 Little Falls joins 

1970 Detroit Lakes joins 

1977 Little Falls leaves 

 
1970 

Detroit Lakes joins Mid-State Conference 
 
 

Mid-State Conference 
Pre-1977 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1977 

Little Falls leaves Mid-State 

 

Mid-State Champions Wadena Place - Record 

1970  Detroit Lakes (10-0) 7th (1-10) 

1971  Crosby-Ironton (11-1) 7th (0-12) 

1972  Little Falls (10-2) 6th (3-9) 

1973  Little Falls (10-2) 4th (6-6) 

1974  Wadena (11-1) 1st (11-1) 

1975  Little Falls (11-1) 2nd (9-3) 

1976  Little Falls (12-0) (LF final season in MS Conf) 5th (5-7) 

1977  Aitkin (9-1) 2nd (6-4) 

1978  Crosby-Ironton (8-2) 2nd (7-3)  

1979  Crosby-Ironton (10-0) 2nd (8-2) 
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Wadena Basketball 

1970’s Team Affiliation 

 
Below are the 1969-70 final standings of the six large schools of District 24.  Starting with 

the 1970-71 season Little Falls and Brainerd would become class “AA” schools and 

therefore removed from the class “A” District 24 tournament while Aitkin, C-I, Staples and 

Wadena would be in the class “A” division and comprise the four large schools of class 

“A” District 24, along with the eight schools that formerly made up Sub-District 24. 

 

1969-70 

District 24 Large Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

District 24 Tournament Format 
 

Effective 1970-71 Minnesota high school basketball teams were divided into two classes.  

Class “A” (small schools) and class “AA” (large schools) would each have their own post-

season tournament. The traditional format of the class “A” District 24 tournament changed 

because of that.   After 1970 there was no Sub-District 24 tournament.   For the class “A” 

District 24 tournament, from 1971-75, the top two teams of the four large schools (Aitkin, 

C-I, Staples and Wadena) and the top two teams from the eight small schools were 

automatically seeded into the eight-team District 24 tournament.  The remaining six small 

and two large schools had a “play-in” round and the winners were seeded into the 

remaining four slots to complete the quarterfinal match-ups. 
    

District 24 Schools 
Effective 1971 

Large Schools 

 

Aitkin 

Crosby-Ironton 

Staples 

Wadena 

Small Schools 

Backus 

Menahga 

Motley 

Pequot Lakes 

Pillager 

Pine River 

Sebeka 

Verndale 
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Wadena Basketball 

1970’s Team Affiliation 
 

(Continued) 

  

In the second half of the 1970’s there would be many changes: 

 

1. For two seasons, starting with 1975-76, Wadena was moved into Class AA, Sub-Region 

2 of Region 8.  Effective 1977-78 they returned to Class A, District 24, Region 6. 

2. Effective 1975-76 Bertha-Hewitt, Deer Creek, Henning and NY Mills joined District 24. 

3. Effective 1976-77 Aitkin and Crosby-Ironton left District 24. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was the District 24 membership at the end of the decade. 

Large Schools 

 

Staples 

Wadena 

Small Schools 
 

Backus               Bertha-Hewitt 

Deer Creek                 Henning 

Menahga                        Motley 

New York Mills    Pequot Lakes 

Pillager                    Pine River 

Sebeka                      Verndale 
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Wadena Basketball 

1970’s Team Affiliation 
 

 

 

District 24 Champions 

District 24 Sub-District 24 

1970 Aitkin          46 
 Little Falls 37 
 

(LAST EVER ONE-CLASS DIST 24 GAME) 

1970 Pequot Lakes  73 
 Verndale           71 
 

(LAST EVER SUB-DIST 24 GAME) 

 
1971 C-I                     79 
             Staples              40 
 
1972 C-I                     80 
             Verndale           75 
 
1973 Staples             64 
             C-I                     57 
 
1974 Wadena            60 
             C-I                     52 
 
1975 C-I                     61 
             Wadena            49 

 
1976 Deer Creek 
 
(Wadena moved to Section 8AA.  See the 

“Teams by Year” info for their 1975-76 
and 1976-77 tournament results) 

 
1977 Verndale 

 
1978 Wadena           50 
             Staples             47 
 
1979 Henning          55 (2-OT) 
             Wadena           52 

In 1971 Brainerd and Little Falls were 
moved into the new, large school, class 
“AA” tournament with 8 regions statewide 
and each region having 4 sub-regions 
(like districts). This resulted in class “A” 
District 24 with four remaining “large” 
schools and the eight former sub-district 
schools.  These twelve teams had the top 
two seeds of the four larger schools and 
the top two seeds of the eight sub-district 
schools given automatic quarterfinal 
seeds into the District 24 tournament.  
The remaining eight teams had a play-in 
game for the four open quarterfinal slots. 
 

 
 

 

For the 1975-76 and 1976-77 seasons 
Wadena was moved into the large 
schools Class AA, Region 8. 
 

Effective 1975-76 Bertha-Hewitt, Deer 

Creek, Henning and New York Mills joined 

District 24. 
 

 

Crosby-Ironton (eff ’75-76) and Aitkin (eff 

‘76-77) left District 24 just prior to  

Wadena’s return. 
 

For 1977-78 Wadena was back in Class 

A, District 24. 
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Teams by Year 
 

1960’s Teams (pg 20) 

Rosters, Records  

and Results 
1970’s Teams (pg 36) 

….and one! (pg 58) 

 

 

 

 

 

For each decade there is a summary for each of the ten basketball seasons. 

Two decades 

Twenty seasons 

(…and one!) 
   

In the season summaries there are many team pictures and news clippings with team 

and personal awards and stats.  Much of what you will find comes out of the WPJ archives 

and WHS yearbooks, both housed at the WCHS. 

Wadena High School Year Books 

1960’s 
(pg 20) 

1970’s 
(pg 36) 

...and one, 1980! 
(pg 58) 
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The 1960’s Seasons 
 

 

Decade Win/Loss Record 

  81 - 117 
 

 

 

The Best of the ‘60s 
 

Season Record  

14-7 in 1966 

 

Mid-State Conference 

2nd place: 1962 (6-2) and 1967 (5-5) 

(C-I was conference champions in both seasons) 

 

District 24 Tournament 

Runners-up in 1965 and 1966 

1965 Title Game: Crosby-Ironton 43 – Wadena 42 

1966 Title Game: Crosby-Ironton 40 – Wadena 38 

The biggest regular season win of the 1960’s: 1969  
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1959-60 
 

 

Records 
Season 

1-18 
Mid-State 

1-7 
District 24 

1-9 

Dist 24 quarterfinal, best effort of season. 
 
 

 
  

  
Uselman (W)………14.5 
Draves (C-I)…….….14.3 
Callen (PR)……...…13.8 
Ottarson (PR)……...13.0 

 
 
Jim Uselman 
All Mid-State 
 
 
The Indians were hit hard by graduation 

and struggled all year. 
 

Coaches L-R 

Reg Mead 

John Conzemius 

Harold Willis  

(head coach 1955-64  

Bill Larson  

1960 Champions 

 

District 24: Crosby-Ironton 
Region 6: Melrose 
State: Edgerton 

 



22 
 

Wadena Indians Basketball 
1960-61 

 

 

 
 

 
 
1961 
Champions 
 

District 24 
Brainerd 
Region 6 
Sauk Centre 
State 

Duluth Central                          Coach 

Harold Willis 
1955-64 

 

Top Individual Scorers 
All Games 

 
Wolff (SC)……….…17.8 
Plantz (SC)……..….17.6 
Brown (B)………..…15.0 
Erskine (S)………....14.7 
Stimac (C-I)…………14.3 

 
 

All Mid-State: 
 
 

Anderson: 11.6 ppg 
Zosel: 5.7 ppg 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Duane Anderson & John Zosel  
 
 

 
Providing the nucleus for next 
season would be juniors Larry 
Gedde, Dennis McIntire (8.2 ppg) 
and Jack Dale (7.0 ppg). 

                       Larry Gedde 
15.4 ppg 

2nd Mid-State scoring) 
13.0 ppg - all games 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1961-62 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Coach 
Harold Willis 
1955-64 

District 24 Tournament 
Sebeka 53 Wadena 49 
(Trojan’s Nevala scored 26) 

 
 
 

Top Scorers 
All Games 

 
Kroll (C-I)…….…17.8 
Lenzmeier (S)….17.6 
Brown (B)…....…15.0 
Laumann (B)......14.7 
Bothof (S)………14.3 

 
 

 
 

Larry Gedde 
12.5 ppg 

All Mid-State 

Jack Dale 
14.5 ppg 
All Mid-State  

 
All Conference 

Dennis McIntire 
11.4 ppg 

All Mid-State 

 

 
 

1962 Champions 
District 24: 

Crosby-Ironton 
Region 6: 

Crosby-Ironton 
State: 

St. Louis Park 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1962-63 
 

All Mid-State 
Sr-14.2 ppg 

Soph-13.9 ppg All Mid-State 
Sr-12.2 ppg 

Jr-8.3 ppg All Mid-State 
Sr-7.2 ppg 

Sr-7.7 ppg Jr Jr Jr  

A .500 Team 
Season:  10-10 

Mid-State Conference: 4-4 (3rd) 
District 24 Season: 5-5 (3rd) 
District 24 Tournament 1- 

           1955-64 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Top Scorers 

All games 

Marshall (C-I)..…15.8 
Vernon (LF)…….15.7 
Lyscio (B)…....…14.5 
Goedderz (C-I)...14.3 
Overmoen (W)…14.2 

 
1963 Champions 

 

District 24 
Brainerd 

 

Region 6 
Sauk Centre 

State 
Marshall 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1963-64 
 

 
 

Top: Dave Campbell, Norm Gregerson, Steve Sundby-(C), Brent 
Grangruth, Mark Uselman, Bob Tofte, Don Breid, Jim Walz 

 
Bottom: Phil Richter, Tony Schiller / Don Stoneman, Ray Ristvedt 

 
 
 

Season Record 5-14 
Mid-State Conference 1-7 (4th) 

District 24 Season 2-8 (5th) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
District 24 Quarterfinal 

Crosby-Ironton 65  Wadena 43 
 
 

 
 
 

Scoring Leaders 
All games 

Hopkins (S)……… …26.8 
Gross (B)…………….21.5 
Tomlianovich (C-I)….19.2 
Stoneman (W)……...18.2 
Kern (C-I)………….…17.3 

 
           1955-64 

 
 
 
 
 

1964 Champions 
District 24: Brainerd 
Region 6: Benson 

State: Luverne 
 

                  

 
Mid-State All Conference: 

 
  
 
 
 
 
     Steve Sundby                 Jim Walz 
             8.8 ppg                                  12.1 ppg 

The Indians will return a number of key players for 
the 1964-65 season under new coach Whitey Aus.  
They include junior Don Stoneman (18.2 ppg) and 
sophomores Dave Cambell (6.3 ppg) and Tony 
Schiller (4.6 ppg). 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1964-65 
 

Coach Melford “Whitey” Aus 1964-70 

Season Record: 10-11 
Mid-State: 4-6 (4th) 
District 24: 3-7 (5th) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



27 
 

Wadena Indians Basketball 

1964-65 (Cont.) 

 

 
 

District 24 Tournament: 

District 24 Scoring 
 

Shimek (LF)…….….19.3 
Longfellow (B)….….18.5 
Stoneman (W)…….17.8 
Bothof (S)……….....16.8 
Uglem (C-I)……...…15.6 

 

 

Wadena Upsets Flyers 55-52 in Semis 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Larry Schiller and Jerry Fiskum defend their basket in a  
65-46 upset win over Brainerd in the District 24 quarterfinals. 

 

 
17.8 ppg (3rd) 
920 career pts 
All Mid-State 
All State Team 
of the Week 

 

Don Stoneman 

Stoneman drives on C-I 
in 43-42 title game loss.  

March 13, 1965 

Tony Schiller  
 13.3 ppg 

All Mid-State 
 

 
 

Don Stoneman (l) and Jerry Fiskum (r) each 
score close in vs the favored Brainerd Warriors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1965 Champions 
District 24: C-I 

Region 6: Henning 
State: Minnetonka 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1965-66 

 

    Tony Schiller       Jim Fiskum     Larry Schiller    Francis Plautz          Chuck Folkstad                  Arlen Damlo 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach Aus 
1964-70 

 

 
 
 

Dave 
Campbell 

Steve 
Nelson 

Rich 
Pudas 

 
 Mel                                                                                          Jon 
Pulju                                                                                     Weiland 

 

 

 
 

Records 
 

Season: 14-7 
 

Mid-State: 6-4 
 

District 24: 4-5 
 
Tournament: 2-
1 

 
 

 
 

District 24 Individual Scoring Leaders 
                            Ave 
Bothof (S)……… 20.5 
Longfellow (B)….16.1 
Pierson (LF)…….15.6 
Brady (C-I)………14.9 
Baier (S)…………14.2 
T. Schiller (W)….13.8 

  

All Conference 
 

Tony Schiller 
All Mid-State 

13.8 ppg  
 
 
 
Dave Campbell 
All Mid-State 
11.5 ppg 

 
 

1966 Champions 
District 24: C-I 

Region 6: Henning 

State: Edina 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1965-66 (Cont.) 
 

 

 

Quarterfinals 
Wadena 72                                    

Menahga 55 

 

 
 
Note: In the 1965 District 24 tournament the 8-10 Indians surprised Brainerd (13-5) with a 65-46 quarterfinal 

victory.  In this 1966 tournament the 18-1 Warriors were determined to beat the 13-6 Wadena team.  

However, Wadena had other plans…. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

C-I Wins 

Again! 

 
 

Note of Interest: In the 1966 District 24 Tournament semifinals C-I beat Pine River 48-47 and then 

won the district title by beating Wadena 40-38.  In the Region 6 tournament C-I lost to Henning 61-

59.  In the MN State Tournament Henning lost to Edina in triple-overtime.  Edina won the MN State 

Championship beating Duluth East in overtime.  Edina would go on to win the next two state titles 

as part of their 69-game winning streak. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1966-67 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach Whitey Aus.  Players L-R starting back: C Folkstad, R Risvedt  G Willis, T Dovenmuehle, J Johnson, D Oja, K Browne, D 

Stormoen, A Damlo, J Stoneman, F Plautz, R Dahl.  Managers Kneeling: G Sliter and J. Matthiae 

Records 

 
Season: 10-9 
Mid-State: 5-5 (2nd) 

Dist 24: 5-4 (2nd) 

Dist 24 Tourny: 0-1 
 

 
 
Quarterfinals 
Little Falls 52 
Wadena 49 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1966-67 (Cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Starting Five 
 

 
Frances Plautz 
14.9 ppg (4th) 
All Mid-State 
 
 
 

 
Arlen Damlo  

12.6 ppg 
All Mid-State 

 
 

Chuck Folkestad Daryl Oja Dave Stormoen 

11.1 ppg 
13.0 rpg 

11.8 ppg conf 
assists leader 

5.4 ppg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1967 

Champions 

District 24: Brainerd 

Region 6: Moorhead 

State: Edina 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1967-68 

 

 
 

L-R 

Mark Schumacher 
Jeff Johnson 
John Flenner 
Curt Folkstead 
Dave Stormoen 
Greg Willis 
Francis Plautz - capt 
Perry Matter 
Ken Anserson 
Kip Browne 
Daryl Oja - capt 

 

Coach Aus 
1964-1970 

 
All Mid-State Conference 

 
 
 
 
 

 Plautz 

 
Oja 

 
 
 

 
 

 
16.6 ppg (2nd)                                               10.5 ppg 
Co-Captain                                        Co-Captain 
                                                                         (3.2 assists pg) 

Records 

 
Season: 8-12 
Mid-State: 6-4 (t-3rd) 

District 24: 4-5 

Dist 24 Tourney: 1-1 
 

Champions 
District 24: Brainerd 

Region 6: Moorhead 

State: Edina 

 

Stormoen 
Willis 
13 reb Browne 

11.3 ppg 10.1 ppg 7.1 ppg 
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 Wadena Indians Basketball 

1967-68 (Cont.) 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1968-69 

 

 

Records 

 
 

 
 

Season: 10-11  
Mid-State: 5-5 (t-3rd) 
District 24: 3-6 (4th) 
Dist 24 Tourney: 2-1 (3rd)           Coach Aus (rt) 
                                                                       Asst Coach Luna 
 

 
 

All Mid-State 

Greg Willis  Kip Browne  

15.9 ppg 
(11 rpg) 

15.8 ppg 
(80% FT shooter) 

 

Champions 

District 24: Crosby-Ironton* 

Region 6: Crosby-Ironton* 

State: Rochester John Marshall 
*During the regular season Wadena defeated C-I on 
the road, snapping a ten year 21 game losing streak 
vs the Rangers.  C-I went on to beat Little Falls by 2 
to win District 24 and beat Pelican Rapids by 1 in 
double OT to win Region 6. C-I finished 3rd in the 
1969 State Tournament. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1968-69 (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Greg Willis – 27 pt high game 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kip Browne 
32 pt high game 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Assist Leader 

 

           John Flenner 
                  16 pt high game 
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The 1970’s Seasons 

 

 

Decade Win/Loss Record 

109 – 107 

 

 

 

 

The Best of the ‘70s 
 

Season Record  

20-3   1974 

 

Mid-State Conference 

Champions 1974 (11-1) 

 

District 24 Tournament 

Champions 1974 and 1978 

1974 Title Game: Wadena 60 – Crosby-Ironton 52  

1978 Title Game: Wadena 50 – Staples 47 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1969-70 

 

 
L-R: Don Hines, Scott Pettit, Paul Schmit, Scott Nelson, Curt Wussow, Bruce Dovenmuhle, 
Scott Knutson, Mark Vierkant, Mike Lindberg, Mike Butler, Bob Larson and Bob Zosel 

(Note: Last year of one-class tournament) 

Records 
 

Season: 2-17 
Mid-State: 1-11 (7th) 
District 24 Tournament: 0-1 
 
 

1970 Champions 
 

District 24: Aitkin 
Region 6: Melrose 
State: Sherburn (the final one-class tournament) 

 

 
Coach 

Whitey Aus 
1964-1970 

 

This Wadena Indians basketball team was 
comprised of some really good football 
players.  As cagers the top three leading 
scorers averaged between 7-9 ppg.  There 
were no all-conference selections.  The 
highlight of this season would be a split with 
arch rival Staples. 
 
This was coach Aus’ 
final year.  He 
continued to teach at 
Wadena High School 
until his retirement. 
 
 
Next season would mark the beginning of a 
new era with Lowell Roisum leaving Battle 
Lake to assume the head coaching duties 
at Wadena. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1969-70 (cont.) 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1970-71 

 

Bottom L-R: Tom Conzemius, Kevin Berg, Steve Skalisky, Curt Wussow, Dave Bruininga, Alan Schumacher, 
Mark Vierkant, Bob Larson. Top L-R: Roger Dubois, Ricky Schwartz, Arlen Johnson, Frank Kohoutek, Duane 
Schwartz, Dan Sweere, Harold Johnson, Don Schmidt, Jim Koranda. 

Records 
 

Season: 2-16 
 

Mid-State: 0-11 
 

District 24 Tournament: 1-1 
Wadena 100  Backus 48 (play-in game) 
Wadena lost to Verndale (quarterfinals) 
 

 
1971 Champions 
 

District 24: Crosby-Ironton 
Region 6: Melrose 
Class   A: Melrose 43 
Class AA: Duluth Central 54 
                 (State Champs) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coach 
Roisum 

1970-1984 

 
 

 
 

 
 

For the second consecutive 
year there were no all-
conference selections.  
However, junior Kevin Berg 
averaged over 10 ppg and 
sophomore Frank 
Kohoutek saw significant 
playing time. 
 

Note: 

After winning only one regular season 
game in coach Roisum’s first year at the 
helm, Wadena defeated Backus 100-48 in 
a District 24 play-in game.  Later that spring 
at the WHS Athletic Banquet Coach 
Roisum shared a story from the night of that 
game.  His wife, Kathy, did not want to 
travel to Brainerd to watch Lowell’s team 
lose another game.  When Lowell returned 
home, after the game, he had a huge smile 
on his face and Kathy asked why?  Lowell 
exclaimed, “We scored 100 points tonight!”  
Kathy asked, “Who won?” 
 
Effective this season, in the new two-class format, 
the previous District 24 schools all are in the small 
school Class “A,” except Little Falls and Brainerd 
are in the large school Class “AA.” 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1970-71 (cont.) 

 Dist 24 play-in game: 

 Wadena 100 

Backus    48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Long-time  

Asst. Coach 

Chuck Luna 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

F. Kohoutek 

Sophomore 

          

 

 

Wadena  66  Verndale 72 

     (Dist 24 quarterfinal) 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1971-72 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row: T Conzemius, J Willis, D Dovenmeuhle, B Brummer, R Bruininga, A Schumacher, K Berg, J Wensman 

Back Row: Coach L Roisum, G Brown, D Sweere, F Kohoutek, B Messer, J Johnson, A Johnson, R Schwartz, JV Coach H Willis 

Records 
 
Season 5-17 
 

Mid-State: 3-9 (6th) 
 

District 24 Tournament: 1-1 
 

Play-in game: 
Wadena 72  Backus 38 
  
Quarterfinals: 
Wadena 56  Verndale 83 
 
1972 Champions 
 

District 24: Crosby-Ironton 
Region 6: Melrose 
Class   A: St James 60 (State Champs) 
Class AA: Mounds View 52 

 

Coach 
Lowell Roisum 

1970-1984 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Kevin Berg 
All Mid-State 

12 ppg 
 

Jr. Frank Kohoutek and soph. Jebb Willis 
averaged 11 and 10 ppg respectively. 
 
 

The season highlight may have come in a game 
at Crookston.  The Pirates had a very good team 
and with 2:30 to play Crookston led 69-57.  
Wadena came back and with 12 seconds to go, 
and down by one, here is what happened after 
Ralph Bruininga snared the rebound from a 
missed one-and-one free-throw by Crookston: 
 

 

 
 

“Harold” was asst. coach and Jebb’s father. 
 

“Baldy” Waldahl wrote this article for the PJ.  
Baldy had a great sense of humor. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1971-72 (cont.) 

     vs Backus Kohoutek 

 
 

 

 

  
  Willis 

 

 

 

 
 

    vs Verndale 

 



43 
 

Wadena Indians Basketball 

1972-73 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Front: Roger Olson, Greg Brown, Steve Speed, Daryl Dovenmuehle, Jeff Wensman, Kim Wood, Jake Beckel, Duane Steffens 

Back: Coach Roisum, Tommy Merickel, Mark Beckel, Jebb Willis, Duane Vandenberghe, Tom Hamerlinck, Galen Bayer, Jon 

Wensman, Rick Grewe, Jon Walker, Coach Luna 

   A .500 Team: 
 

Season 
12-12 

Mid-State 
6-6 

District 24 
Tourney 

2-2 

(Semifinal loss to 
CI) 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

                                       

            Dist  

 
 

Coach Roisum 
1970-84 
 
1973 Champions 
 

District 24: Staples 
Region 6: Melrose 
Class   A: Chisholm 56 
Class AA: Anoka 63  
                 (State Champs) 

District 24 Scoring Leaders 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kohoutek, Wensman, Vandenberghe, Willis and Coach Roisum 

All Mid-State 
Jebb Willis - 14.1 ppg 

(2X All-State Team of the Week) 
 

Honorable Mention 
Frank Kohoutek – 12.0 ppg 

Jeff Wensman – 5.3 ppg 
Duane Vandenberghe – 7.9 ppg 
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1972-73 (cont.) 

 

Returning letterman for the ’72-’73 season. 
(Willis, Dovenmuehle and Kohoutek) 

Wadena’s Jeff Wensman 
(sr) battles for a rebound 
against Motley’s Randy Frisk.  
The Indians (11-10) went on 
to defeat favored Motley (17-
3) to advance to the District 

24 semifinals. 
 
 

 
 

Rick Grewe (jr)  

scores on a layup. 

 
Jeff Dovenmuehle (sr) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Frank Kohoutek (sr) 

 

The three-year starter left a huge void 
when an injury in the 13th game of the 
season ended his high school career. 

 

 
Thomas Hamerlinck (jr)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Roger Olson (soph) 
 
 
 

 
 
Duane 
Vandenberghe (jr) 
 

 
 

Dist 24 loss to C-I 59-41 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jebb Willis (jr) 
 
 
 

 

NOTE:  The Indians were playing very well by season’s end.  Their final regular season game was at C-I.  The Indians 
won 63-55.  The game prior to that found Wadena at Melrose, the eventual Region 6 champion.  Melrose won in a close 
game.  In the District 24 semifinals loss to C-I Wadena ran into a “box and one” that they could not overcome.  In the 
next year’s district title game C-I relied on the same defensive strategy, but with different results. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1973-74 
 

 

Records 
Season: 20-3 
 

Mid-State: 11-1 (1st) 
 

District 24 Tournament: 3-0 (1st) 
Wadena 60  C-I 52 
 

Region 6: 1-1 (3rd) 

      
 

Mid-State 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coach Roisum 
1974 Champions 

 

District 24: Wadena 
Region 6: Melrose 

Class AA: Bemidji 42 
Class   A: Melrose 58 

                     (State Champs) 
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Season Highlights 
   

Season Record: 20-3 
 

Through 2019 this is the only Wadena boy’s 
basketball team to win 20 games in a season 
or to win the conference and district titles in 
the same season. 
 

Notable “W’s” 
In a February ten-day stretch Wadena beat 
#3 ranked “AA” Little Falls at home, lost at #9 
ranked “A” Crookston and won at, eventual 
“AA” state champs, #5 Bemidji. 
 
 

 
The three “L’s” 
The 3 losses: at Little Falls (#3 class “AA”) in 
Dec., at Crookston (#9 class “A”) in Feb. and 
in the Region 6 semis vs Melrose (#1 class 
“A” and overall state champs (27-0) by 
defeating class “AA” Bemidji). 

Mid-State Conference Champions 
The Indians won the conference title with an 
11-1 record.  Two big wins came late in the 
season when Wadena avenged their only 
conference loss by beating #3 class “AA” 
Little Falls 56-52 in Wadena.  This would be 
the Flyers’ only conference loss. 
 

 
To win the conference the Indians needed to 
beat Detroit Lakes, on the road, in the last 
game of the season.  Earlier, at Wadena, the 
Indians had crushed D.L. 78-52.  In the 
rematch Wadena prevailed, but it was not 
easy.  The final score was 56-52 with 
Wadena winning in overtime. 
Mother nature gets an assist for Wadena’s 
outright Mid-State Conference title.  
Christmas break 1973 saw all Minnesota 
public school activities cancelled due to the 
energy crisis. No makeups were allowed. 
Wadena was unable to play two non 
conference games on its Holiday schedule.  
Little Falls (finished 10-1) was scheduled to 
play at Crosby-Ironton (finished 8-3) but that 
game was never played. 
The District 24 Tournament 
Meeting Staples and Crosby-Ironton in the 
District 24 Tournament allowed the Indians to 
win for the third time against each team that 
season.  That may have never happened 
before or since.. 

Teamwork 
 

In 23 games, on average, there were three 
players in double figures for each game.  In one 
game all five starters scored in double figures 
and in nine games there were four.  Each 
starter led the team in scoring at least once and 
each of the 4 senior starters led the team in 
scoring at least twice.  This team ended the 
season with more assists than any team in that 
decade. 
 

Five All Mid-State Honors 
 

 
12.1 ppg 
All Mid-State 
 
 

Rick Grewe 
14.5 ppg 

 All Mid-State  
All-State 

Jebb Willis 
 
10.5 ppg 
All Mid-State 
 

Duane Vandenberghe 
 

 
8.8 ppg 

All Mid-State 
    Honorable Mention 

 
Roger Olson 

 
8.5 ppg 
All Mid-State 
Honorable Mention 

 
Tom Hamerlinck 

The Bench 
Seniors 

 
Tommy Merickel       Jon Wensman    Duane Steffens 

 

Juniors 
 
 
 
 
 
                       Rick Tappe            David Freer 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 1973-74 (cont.) 

           Final Season Rankings 

Hamerlinck scores over 

Staples defender in Dist 

24 semifinals. 

 

 

Grewe drives the lane against 

Staples in District 24 semifinals. 

Grewe led all scorers with 21. 

 

 

Bemidji’s 6’7” Steve Vogel scores  

over the outstretched arms of  

Duane Vandenberghe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamerlinck 

defends against 

Melroses 6’8”  

Mark Olberding 

 

Grewe scores vs Melrose 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1974-75 
 

 

1st row: B. Skalman, T. Timm, S. Hansen. 2nd row: D. Freer, D. Lindner, K. Luna, R. Olson, R. Brune, B. Erickson, 
B. Burns, R. Tappe, G. Skalman.  3rd row: J. Pilgrim, D. Arnoldy, B. Nyberg, B. Messer, J. Wensman, J. Hamerlinck,  
R. Hooten, M. Condiff, M. Grabrian, D. Engstrom. 

Records 
Season: 17-6 
 

Mid-State: 9-3 (2nd) 
 

District 24 Tournament: 2-1 (runner-up) 
Wadena 49 Crosby-Ironton 61 

 

 
Coach 

 
 

Lowell Roisum 
1970-84 

 
1975 Champions 
 

District 24: C-I  
Region 6: Barnesville 
Class   A: Chisholm 50 
Class AA: Little Falls 54  
                       (State Champs) 

Roger Olson 
All-State Team  
All Mid-State 
14.3 ppg (3rd) 
 
 

Dave Freer 
All Mid-State 
10.6 ppg 
 
 

 
Rick Tappe 
All Mid-State  
Honorable Mention 

11.1 ppg 
 
 

 

Reggie Hooten 
All Mid-State  
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1974-75 (cont.) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Erickson 

  
 

Luna 
 

Burns 

  
Skalman 

 
 
 
Roger Olson, Rick 
Tappe and Ross Brune 
battle for a rebound in 
semi final action vs Aitkin.  
Wadena won 49-34. 
 
 
 
 
 
    Brune 
 
 
 
 
 
   Lindner  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District 24 
Title Game 

C-I Wins 61-49 

 
 
 
 
 
Roger Olson and Reg 
Hooten defend against C-
I in District 24 title game. 

 
 
 
 

Roger Olson, Dave Freer, and their team accept 
the District 24 runner-up trophy. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1975-76 

 

 

Records 
 

Season: 10-12 
 
Mid-State: 5-7 (5th) 
 
Sub Region 8-2*:  
Semis: Wadena 54 S/R 53 (16-4 2-seed) 

Finals: Wadena 41 LF 79 (20-0 1-seed) 
 

*Wadena moved from Class “A” to “AA” eff 1975-76 season. 
No. 3 seed Wadena played #2 seed S/R in sub region 8-2 

semis (4 teams: #1 seed LF beat #4 seed Brainerd). 

 
1976 Champions 

 

District 24: 
Deer Creek 
Region 6: 

Breckenridge 
 

8AA Sub Sec 2 
Little Falls 

Region 8AA: 
Little Falls 
Class   A: 

Marshall U (28-0) 
Class AA: 

Bloomington Jefferson 
(27-0) 

 

Effective 1976 
 “A” vs “AA” playoff 

discontinued. 
 

 
Reggie Hooten 

15.0 ppg 
All Mid-State 

 
 
 
 

 
Jeff Browne 
10.1 ppg 
(Honorable Mention 
All Mid-State as soph) 

 
 

 
Bob Messer 

(Hon Mention All Mid-State) 

 
 

 
Jim 
Hamerlinck 
(Honorable Mention 
All Mid-State as soph) 
(Moved to St Cloud, 
Jim played for Apollo HS) 
 

 
Coach 

Lowell Roisum 
1970-84 
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Sub Region 8-2 semifinal 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Wadena 53  
Sauk Rapids 52 

Jr Reggie Hooten drives the lane 
vs favored Sauk Rapids. 

Sub Region 8-2 
Title Game: 

 
 

 

 
Seniors: 

 
 

  

L-R: 
Messer 

Wensman 
Condiff 

 
 
 
 
 

L-R: 
Nyberg 

Steffens 
Skalman 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



52 
 

Wadena Indians Basketball 

1976-77 
 

 
KNEELING: Trainer; S.Niska, J. Browne, R. Hooten, B. Sweere, D. Foley, J. Burns, J. Nehl, Trainer; M. Wood 
STANDING: Asst. Coach; Mr. Luna, J. Brown, D. Stover, T. Stinar, D. Hammes, M. Conzemius, R. Thomson, R. Hanson, R. 
Thomson, R. Jackson, J. Dull, M. Hamre, B. Anderson, M. Pierce, R. Tappe, Coach; Mr. Roisum 

  Records 
Class AA (2nd / final yr) 

Season: 10-11 
 
Mid-State: 6-4 (2nd) 
Sub Region 8AA Sec 2: 0-1  
(Brainerd 58  Wadena 57) 
 

 
 

1977 Champions 
 

District 24: Verndale 
Region 6: Pelican Rapids 

 
8AA Sub Sec 2: Little Falls 
Region 8AA: Little Falls 
Class   A: Winona Cotter (25-2) 
Class AA: Prior Lake (24-4) 
 

Effective 1976 “A” vs “AA” playoff discontinued. 

 
 

 
 
Browne and Foley 
battle for the 
rebound against the 
Fergus Falls Otters. 

 
 
 

Mid-State All Conference 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Mark Hamre, Reg Hooten, Jeff 

Browne and Tom Stinar 

 

 

Coach 
Roisum 
1970-1984  

 

 

Reg Hooten 
All Mid-State 
15.5 ppg (4th) 
11.6 rpg 
 

Jeff Browne 
All Mid-State 
16.3 ppg (3rd) 
  6.6 rpg 
 

Honorable Mention 
 

Mark Hamre  
8.8 ppg 

Tom Stinar (so)  
10.1 ppg 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1977-78 
 

Team Achievements 

 

Season: 15-7 

Mid-State: 7-3 (2nd) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District 24*: 3-0 
Wadena 50 Staples 47 (Champions!) 
 
 

*After a two-year absence Wadena was moved from class 

“AA” back into class “A.” 

 
Region 6: 0-1 
Breckenridge 70 Wadena 53 
 

 
1978 Champions 
 

District 24: Wadena 50 Staples 47 
Region 6: Breckenridge 
Class   A: Lake City (25-1)          
Class AA: Prior Lake (24-1) 
 

In 1976 “A” vs “AA”  
playoff discontinued. 

 
Coach Roisum 

1970-1984 

Jeff Browne 
18.2 ppg 
51% FG 

All Mid-State 
WCCO All-State 

 
 

 
 

Tom Stinar 
12.2 ppg 

All Mid-State 
 

 
 
 

David Hunnicutt 
9.5 ppg 
82% FT 

(Honorable Mention 
All Mid-State) 

 
 
 

Brad Willis 
13.5 ppg 
57% FG 
230 reb 

(Honorable Mention 
All Mid-State as soph) 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1977-78 (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wadena wins District 24 title  

for 8th time in school history. 
Above, Randy Tappe makes a big basket late in 

the championship game.  Jeff Browne looks to 

make a pass and he and Tappe battle for a rebound.  The Indians win, the nets comes down  

and a very proud coach Roisum enjoys the moment with his senior captains Tappe and Browne. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Stinar 

                                                                                                    

David Hunnicutt 

 
Browne (34) and Tappe (22) scramble as Willis (40) looks on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wadena lost 70-53 to eventual Region 6 champion Breckenridge. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1978-79 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Team Achievements 
 

Season: 15-6 
 

Mid-State: 8-2 
 
 
District: 2-1 
Wadena 52  Henning 55 (2-OT) 
 

 

(It is noteworthy that during most of the contest a pail was on 
the floor near the center jump circle to catch the drops of 
water falling from the leaky roof of the Brainerd gym.) 
 

1979 Champions 
 

District 24: Henning 
Region 6: Brekenridge 
Class   A: Lake City (26-0) 
Class AA: Duluth Central (22-3) 
 

Effective 1976 “A” vs “AA” 
playoff discontinued. 

 
Coach  

Roisum 
1970-1984 

 

TEAM Season Records: 
48% FG and 68 ppg 

Player Achievements 
 

Brad Willis 
17.2 ppg (#1 M-S) 

60.8% FG (school record)  
10.5 rpg 

All Mid-State 
 
Tom Stinar 
12.4 ppg – 3.0 asst/gm 
All Mid-State 
 

 
David Hunnicutt 

12.1 ppg – 3.8 asst/gm 
78% FT 

All Mid-State 
 
Craig Walters 

10.6 ppg – 4.5 asst/gm 
(All Mid-Stte Honorable Mention) 

Ed Christopherson 
7.7 ppg – 8 rpg  
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Brad 

Willis 

 

 
 

                        Dave Hunnicutt 

  

 

 
                             Craig Walter                                                           Tom Stinar                                                         
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David Hunnicutt, class of 1979, asked to include a note sharing his thoughts 

when reflecting on the “evolution” of Wadena High School basketball in the 

1970’s.  Below are his comments. 

 

For every aspiring athlete at every level—in every town, everywhere—there is inevitably THE 

MOMENT. The “moment” is that point in time where everything clicks. There’s a sense of 

absolute clarity. It all just makes perfect sense.  
 

For the WHS basketball teams of that late 70’s, there is no question that our “moment” was 

when the 73-74 hoops team took the floor for the first time.  Seeing that group of guys perform 

at a very high-level—against some of the best teams in the state—was indeed a turning point 

for all of us.  
 

In a continually-packed gymnasium, we watched Jebb Willis, Rick Grewe, Roger Olson, Duane 

Vandenberg and Tom Hamerlinck—and all the others—wage war against some of our most-

hated rivals (Staples and Crosby-Ironton, you know we’re talking about you). 

And epic victories over highly-ranked teams like Little Falls and Bemidji—not to mention Mid-

State Conference and District 24 Championships—only help to further solidify the notion that 

this is what we, as younger athletes, wanted to experience for ourselves. 

Undoubtedly, for us it was THE MOMENT. 
 

Suddenly, playing hoops in the summer-time made perfect sense. Saving your lawn-mowing 

money for basketball camp was a no-brainer. Shoveling the courts in the dead of winter—

awesome idea. 
 

As young, aspiring athletes, all you can really ask for is an example and an opportunity. We 

found that in the 73-74 team. The way they played the game, the way they carried themselves 

on and off the court, the way they delivered in the big moments—it’s what set the stage for the 

rest of the decade. 
 

To this day, my teammates and I still talk fondly about that 73-74 team. And although it’s never 

been said, every single one of us are grateful for those guys and that team. No doubt, it’s what 

lit the fire in us. And because of that team—and their hard-work and leading by example—we 

were able to make some great memories our own…one’s that have lasted us a lifetime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://lesfemmesd-alost.wikidot.com/biografie
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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The 1980 Season 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach 

Lowell Roisum 
1970-1984 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1979-80 

 

 

Team Achievements 
Season: 12-9 
 

Mid-State: 7-3 
Co-Champions! 

District 24: 2-1 
 

Semifinals: 
Staples 57   
Wadena 51  
(Wadena defeated Henning in quarter final action and 
defeated Bertha-Hewitt for third place) 

 
1980 Champions 
District 24: Staples 
Region 6: Morris 
Class   A: Bird Island-Lake Lillian (22-3) 
Class AA: Mpls North (23-2) 
 

Effective 1976 “A” vs “AA” playoff discontinued. 

 
 

 

Wadena topped 
Staples 69-64 in the 
last conference game 
of the season.  Willis 
had 27 and Visher, 
Ellingson, Walther and 
Paulson each added 
10. 
         All Mid-State 

 
Willis 
22.7 ppg 
13.0 rpg 

 
Kent Visher / Brad Willis - WCCO All State and  

MN Select All Star Team 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1979-80 (cont.) 
 

Wadena rips Henning 64-29 in 

District 24 quarterfinal.  Staples next. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willis was one of twelve seniors picked for the 1980 Minnesota Select 

All Star team. Other selections included future Gopher, and Houston 

Rockets NBA All-Pro, Jim Peterson and Kansas City Chiefs NFL All-Pro 

John Alt.  The coach was Flip Saunders, former Gopher great and future 

Gophers’ and Timberwolves’ head coach. 
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Bonus 
 

   A Look Back (pg 62) 

Highlights from “The Scrapbook 1900-59.” 

 

 

 

 

 

After the Fact (pg 67) 

Treasures found post-Scrapbook 1900-59, with 

recollections by Joe Krause, Class of 1955. 

 

 

Stats of Interest (pg 76)  

     For the number crunchers. 

 

 

 

 

Fun Stuff (pg 86) 

Meaningless matters and reader input.  
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A Look Back 
Highlights from  

“The Scrapbook” 1900-59 
 

1915-16  
District 6 Champions 

1920-21 
 

 
Back: Coach Kuefler, Merritt Dodds, Vern 
Wright, Clair Walker, Carol Parker 
 

Front: Marion Blaha, Carl McDowell, Harold 
Kruger, Bill Stevens 
 

Wadena PJ, December 10, 1970 
Coach Kuefler’s first year 

This team was undefeated. 

Loses to Bemidji Challenge 

 

1921-22 
 

 
Back: Bill Stevens, Vern Wright, Maurice 
Merickel, Carol Parker 
 

Front: Donald McKinnon, Clair Walker, 
Coach Kuefler, Marion Blaha, Joe Rice 
 

1922 State Tournament Participant 
(Invitation based upon District 6 Championship) 

 
 

1922 State Tournament 
Quarterfinals 

 

Wadena - 27   New Ulm - 17 
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1922 State Tournament 
Semi-Final 

 

Wadena - 34  Madison - 35 (OT) 
 

 
 

 

 

1922-23 
 

1923 State Tournament 
Quarterfinals 

Wadena - 16   Hopkins - 17 
 

 

1922-23 
 

1923 State Tournament 
Quarterfinals 

Wadena - 16   Hopkins - 17 

1923 Team in 1973 

 
1923 State Tournament Participant 

(Invitation based upon District 6 Championship) 
 

Back: Coach Kuefler, Carol Parker, Milton Gaslin, 
Carl Spooner 
 

Front: Donald McKinnon, Kenneth Hezzelwood, 
Joe Rice, Ed Lehman, Merritt Dodds 
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The 1930’s 
 

Achievement Highlights 

Teams Players/Coach 

1934 Team 

District 24 
Season Record: 9-1 (1st) 
Post Season Tournament: Champions! 
35-20 win vs Brainerd 
 

1936 Team 
 
 

 
Central Eight Conference 
Record: 9-1 (2nd) 
 

District 24 
Season Record: 8-1 (1st) 
Post Season Tournament: Champions! 
Wadena beat C-I 22-19 
 

Region 6 - Champions! 
25-20 win vs Moorhead 
26-18 win vs Morris 
 

State Tournament - Runner-up 
20-18 win vs Sleepy Eye 
28-27 win vs Buhl 
26-20 loss vs Bemidji 

Askew  1930-34  

Four-year starter 
1934 All-Dist 24 

(“Honorable Mention” 1931) 
 

 
Eddie Miller  1933-36 
Three-year starter 
2X All-District 24 
All-Region 6 

All-State 
 

Philip Schiller  1933-37 
 

Three-year starter 
All-District 24 
All-Region 6 
 

 

 

Glenn Garr  1933-36 
All-District 24 
All-Region 6 
 
 
Bill Browne  

1934-36 
All-District 24 
All-Region 6 
 
 
 

Coach Anton Chermak 1926-37 
 
Minnesota State Tournament 
-1936 Runner-up (26-20 vs 
Bemidji) 
Region 6 Tournament 
-1934 semi-final loss to 
Alexandria 20-17 
-1936 Champions 
District 24 Tournament 
-1934 and 1936 Champions 
-1935 and 1937 Runners-up 
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1940’s 

Achievement Highlights 

Teams Players 

 

1943 Team 
 

Regular Season 
Record: unknown 
 

District 24 
Season Record: unknown 
Post Season Tournament: Champions! 
33-25 win vs Crosby-Ironton 

 

 
Coach 

Arthur Sand  
1942-43  

 

1944 Team 
 

Regular Season 
Record: 17-5 
 

Central Eight Conference (1st Yr) 
Record: 6-3 (2nd-T) 
 

District 24 
Season Record: 8-2 (1st-T) 
Post Season Tournament: Runner-up 
38-27 loss vs Crosby-Ironton 

Dick Schmitz 1941-44 
Three-year starter  
2X All-District 24 
All-Conference Central 8 
 
 
 
 
 
Bruce 

Wilcox 1942-45 
Three-year starter 
2X All-District 24 
All-Conference Central 8 

 
 
Bob Hedstrom 1947-50 
Three-year starter 
2x All-District 24 
All-Conference Central 10 
 
 

Bob Hedstrom, as a Junior, made the 5-man 
Central 10 all-conf team. He averaged over 
15 ppg.  Look at the 10-member schools.  
Tough competition! 
 
Read what has been 
written about 
Hedstrom in the 
“After the Fact” 
section, “The 1950’s” 
by Joe Krause, who 
saw Hedstrom play. 
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1950’s 

Achievement Highlights 

Teams Players 

 

1950 Team 
 

Regular Season                    

December 6, 1949 win 
61-54 vs Brainerd (22-1 eventual season record) 

 

Record: 17-6 

                    

District 24 
Season record: 8-2 (2nd) 
Tournament: Runner-up (2nd) 
50-47 loss vs Brainerd (Hedstrom missed half 

of the game due to foul trouble) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1959 Team 
 
 
 

Regular Season 
 

Season Record: 16-5 
 
Mid-State Conference 
Record: 5-3 (1st-T) 
 

 
District 24 
Season Record: 7-3 (1st) 
Tournament: Runner-up (2nd) 
73-68 loss vs Aitkin 
 

 
Bob Hedstrom 1947-50 

 

37 pts vs Brainerd 12/6/49 
(Wadena won that game, it was 
Brainerd’s only loss that season) 

 
Three-year starter 
2x All-District 24 Team 
 
All-Conf Central 10 (jr yr) 
(Wadena was in no conference in 1949-50) 

 
 

 

 
 

Dick Shearer 1953-56 
Three-year starter 
2x Mid-State scoring leader 
2x All-Conf Mid-State 
District 24 scoring leader 
2x All-District 24  
 

 
 

 
 

           
Bill Gaslin 1956-59 
Three-year starter 
Mid-State scoring leader 
2x All-Conf Mid-State 
District 24 scoring leader 
All-Region 6 
1959 MN All-State Team 
 

 
 

           
Sam Phillips 1956-59 

Three-year starter 
2x All-Conf Mid-State 

All-Region 6 
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After the Fact 
“After the Fact” includes pictures and articles discovered after the “Scrapbook 1900-59” was 
printed.  Also included are recollections “From Joe Krause,” WHS Class of 1955.  My path crossed 
Joe’s when a book was recommended to me, “Life in the Slow Lane” by Wadena native Joe 
Krause.  I loved it and shortly thereafter I connected with Joe.  Since we have known each other, 
Joe has reviewed “The Scrapbook 1900-59” and I have read his sequel, “More Memories from 
the Slow Lane.”  Another excellent read. 
 
Joe has been an avid sports fan since his youth.  He provided me with his thoughts and 
recollections as he has paged through “The Scrapbook 1900-59.”  Hearing of his first-hand 
knowledge and experience has been of great interest to me. 
 

From the Intro and Pre 1930’s 
February 5, 1916 

From Joe Krause: 
So far, I have read the introduction and pre-1920's and the 
1920's. Several of the players from that era were people that 
I knew quite well in the community when I was a young 
boy but never aware that they were athletes. That includes 
Harold Parker, Maurice Merickel, Milt Gaslin, Harold 
Zosel, and Joe Rice. 
 
When I was in the 5th and 6th grades, I played on The Eager 
Beavers. We practiced in what was called the "Little Gym" or 
sometimes called the "Old Gym". We had a hard time 
believing that the varsity team actually played home games 
against other towns in that gym. The "Old Gym" is described 
perfectly in the article dated Feb 5, 1916 "talk about home-
court advantage!"  (NOTE: For those familiar with the old 
Wadena HS, and later the junior high, it was the band room 
in the lower level that was the “Little Gym.”) 
 
I was going to games with my dad during the years when the 
school colors were changed (effective 1948-49) from orange 
and white to blue and gold. I actually remember that the 
orange numbers were faded and hard to distinguish on the 
white uniforms. 
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After the Fact:  This 1923 Minnesota State Tournament team picture is replicated 50 years later 
at a 1973 WHS class reunion.  Coach Kuefler and the surviving players are positioned as they were 
in 1923.  Empty chairs represent their deceased teammates. 
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From the 1930’s 
From Joe Krause: 
It was probably in 1947 when I was 11 years old and in the 5th grade that I 
looked at the trophy case in the high school. The large trophy for the 1936 
state runner-up Wadena Indians was displayed. I studied the team picture 
and recognized many of the names from families still in the community. Bill 
Browne was one of them. He had established a restaurant downtown called 
the Dairy Bar. I actually became a friend of Bill’s shortly after I was out of 
high school.  It was somewhat earlier that I learned of his heroics in the 
opening game of the state tournament. 
 
No one seemed to talk about any of the other years or teams or individuals 
from the 1930’s.  Yet, the next four years they were 15-8, 13-7, 11-7, and 
15-8 for a combined 54-30. Pretty darn good.  

Bill Browne 
 
Ironically, my autobiography, “Life In the Slow Lane,” begins with my birth on March 19,1936 
(NOTE: the same date as Bill Browne’s infamous shot) and the 1936 State Tournament. The first 
pages recall events of the tournament and how it tied into my birth.  
  
After the Fact: 
 
Let’s take a stroll down Wadena’s great 
1936 run towards the Minnesota State 
High School Basketball Championship 
game. 
 
 

 
Wadena              22 
Crosby-Ironton  19 
 
 

                                         On to Region 6: 
                                               Bertha, Moorhead, Morris and Wadena 
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Region 6 

Semifinals 

Wadena     25 
Moorhead 20 

 

Morris  15 
Bertha  14 

 

(If memory serves me correctly, I 
recall reading that after a bad 

snowstorm the Bertha players had 
to “shovel their way out of town” 

on the day they departed for 
Moorhead to play Morris.) 

Region 6 

Champions! 

Wadena 26 
 Morris    18 

 

 

 
 
 
 

       
  
 
 

   On to the State Tournament! 
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MINNESOTA STATE 

 

Round 1 

March 19, 1936 

 
Wadena’s Bill Browne (23) nailed one 
from mid-court, at the buzzer, to give 
the Indians their only lead at 20-18. 
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Round 2 

March 20, 1936 

 

 

 
 
These headlines were in the Minneapolis 
Star and the St. Paul Pioneer Press after 
Wadena upset Buhl 28-27. 
 
 

March 21, 1936 

Minnesota High School State Championship 
 

Bemidji    26 

Wadena   20 

 

 
 
 
 
Joe Hutton was the legendary basketball coach at Hamline University.  In this 1936 
State Tournament he was on the radio assisting with the broadcast of the tournament.  
At the end of the tournament he selected the All-State Tournament team. Wadena’s 
Eddie Miller (28) was selected as one of the five best players in the tournament. 
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“The Center of Attention” 
The 1936 season was the most successful run of any Wadena basketball team 
in school history.  In fact, the 1930’s decade was full of success.  The other 
District 24 Championship of the decade came two years earlier in 1934.  One of 
the senior leaders on that team was center Russ Askew.  When compiling “The 
Scrapbook 1900-59” I discovered there was an Askew starting at center for five 
consecutive seasons from 1929-34.  I could not determine if it was Russ Askew 
alone or not.  During those five seasons an Askew (first name unknown) was 

named to the 1931 All-District 25 Honorable Mention Team and Russ Askew was named to the 
1934 All-District 24 First Team.  While I tried to determine if Russ Askew was possibly a five-year 
starter, I looked at a number of factors including box scores.  I was focused on points scored.  It 
seemed Russ was only an average scorer.  Eventually I noticed a statistic that I was not in the 
habit of thinking about.  See the “evidence” below that may explain the primary value Russ Askew 
brought to his team in 1934, and perhaps in a number of previous seasons. 
 

March 3, 1934 
 

Brainerd  31 
Wadena  28 

 

 
 
 

 

March 9, 1934 
 

Aitkin  19 
Wadena  34 

 

March 12, 1934 
 

Brainerd  20 
Wadena  35 

 

 

Jump balls controlled: 
Brainerd 11, Wadena 20 

With 9 more possessions than 
Brainerd, Wadena still lost by 3 
points. 

Tip-offs controlled: 
Aitkin 5, Wadena 36 

With 31 more possessions than 
Aitkin, Wadena won by 15 points. 

Jump balls controlled: 
Brainerd 6, Wadena 27 

With 21 more possessions than 
Brainerd Wadena won by 15 
points. 
 

In the above three games Russ Askew gave his team 61 more possessions 
than their opponents.  Russ Askew looked tall and lanky and I would bet he 
had great timing and an impressive vertical jump.  He was surely a top 
rebounder as well.  I never was able to confirm if he was the center for five 
years, however, I did discover that his brothers could not have played in the 
years just before him.   Based on that discovery I do believe Russ Askew was 
likely a five-year starter. 

                                                                                                                                           
Russ Askew 

The “center jump” after every basket was eliminated after the 1937 season.   
 

 

 



74 
 

From the 1940’s 
From Joe Krause: 
I was just 7 years old when Wadena won their last District Championship (1943). No memory at 
all of the event itself. In 'More Memories from the Slow Lane', I said "The first game that stands 
out in my memory would have been in 1945 when I was 9 years old. It was a District 24 
tournament game over in Brainerd with Wadena playing the host school."  Brainerd won 39-30. 
 
 I was in the 4th and 5th grades respectfully in the 1946 and 1947 seasons where they won a 
combined total of 3 games.   I was in the 6th grade in 1948 and old enough to make the short 
walk over to the high school gymnasium. I remember the optimism about future seasons 
although they won only 4 games. Bob Hedstrom and Pat Merickel were sophomore starters and 
often leading scorers. Other contributors included sophomores Ken Jordahl, Chuck Garr and 
freshman, John Nyberg. The next year, I remember the disappointment in the community when 
the 1949 team lost the opening game in the District Tournament to Little Falls by 2 points 
 
After the Fact: 
 

John Flenner, Class of 1969, found his 
dad’s orange WHS letter.  Willard Flenner, 
Class of 1929, lettered in football.  
Effective 1948-49 the school colors 
changed to blue and gold as a result of a 
dye shortage and a student body vote.  
The blue and gold “W” pictured is from the 
1970’s. 

 

From the 1950’s 
From Joe Krause: 
I remember the enthusiasm in anticipation of the 1949-1950 season. The Wadena vs. Brainerd 
game is included with 'The Fifteen Most Memorable Events' in the Sports Chapter in my second 
book, "More Memories from the Slow Lane".   NOTE: Below is an excerpt from Joe’s book: 

 
 
NOTE: In that December 
16, 1949, game both 
teams were undefeated.  
Brainerd ended their 
season at 22-1.  Wadena 
finished 17-6.   
 
 
 
 

The 50-47 loss to Brainerd in the District 24 championship game that year was a heartbreaker 
since they had made a great comeback late in the game. I was returning from a game in Little 
Falls with the St. Ann's basketball team when we heard that they lost the game.  There was one 
other huge win that year and that was a home win over a strong Bemidji team. 
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The cupboard was left bare for the 1950-1951 season. These next four seasons were the years 
when I was in high school. Did it bother me that the basketball teams were that bad each and 
every year? Not that much! As for my freshman year, I recalled in 'Life in the Slow Lane' that "I 
was satisfied with my playing time".  In my sophomore season, I recalled that " My longtime 
friend, Buzz Gouldin and I usually started together as guards on the jr. varsity team."  I hung 
around in my junior season without contributing because I enjoyed the comradely of being with 
the teammates and just being on a team.  
 
I followed the progress of the teams after graduation and when I was a student at the 'U'. Of 
course, I was well acquainted with the players. The 1955 winning streak (NOTE: after starting 0-
5 Wadena rattled off 10 straight wins) was amazing and the upset win over Brainerd was a big 
deal. I did see my first game in the new gym in December of 1955. I was still dating Cathy 
Campbell and her brother, John (NOTE: John Campbell, the eventual Minnesota Gopher All-Big 
Ten and All-American football player, and NFL All-Pro in his 8-year career with the Vikings, 
Steelers and Colts), was a senior forward. The 1957, 1958, and 1959 seasons were similar to the 
earlier seasons of 1948, 1949 and 1950 that culminated with outstanding seasons that came up 
just short. 
 
I totally agree that Bob Hedstrom, Pat Merickel, Dick Shearer, Bill Gaslin and Sam Phillips were 
clearly the outstanding players of the 1950's. 
 
Obviously, I thoroughly enjoyed reviewing and commenting on "The Scrapbook 1900-59". 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joe   
 
 
 
NOTE:  
My sincere thanks to Joe Krause, Class of ’55, for sharing his memories with us.  I would 
encourage any Wadena native to read Joe’s books, where the names are not changed to 
protect the innocent! 
 

 
 
 

Life in the  
Slow Lane 

 
 
 

More Memories 
from the Slow Lane 

 

ISBN: 978-1-4134-4750-7 ISBN: 978-1-4415-0705-1 
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Statistics of Interest 
 

I have always been interested in numbers, statistics, spreadsheets and the like.  Not 

everyone is interested in those things but sports fans in general share some degree of 

interest in “sports stats.”  The only real sports statistic that matters is wins and losses.  

Significant change in any sport makes individual and team statistical comparisons 

inconclusive.  In the sport of basketball significant changes include: 

 

-eliminating the center jump after each made basket.  

-widening the lane. 

-implementing the three-point shot. 

-adopting a shot clock. 

-other rule changes. 

-change in level of competition. 

-etc…. 

 

As stated, these and other changes make it difficult to draw any meaningful conclusions 

about individual player and team statistics from one era to the next.  However, it is still 

fun to look at the numbers from one team to another.  And toward that end, I have included 

some player and team statistics.   

 

Let it be known that my documentation is incomplete and therefore these statistics are 

not intended to be any official declaration of school records.  These statistics are just 

included for the fun of it.  My data are from my compilation of information reflected in “The 

Scrapbook: 1900-59” and “The Scrapbook: 1960-80,” raw data sheets compiled by 

coaches Whitey Aus (1964-70) and Lowell Roisum (1970-84), a few player scrapbooks 

from the 1960’s and 1970’s, and newspaper archives. 
 

Below are team facts and “stats.”  Behind them are the coaches’ “Raw Data” sheets. 

 
Coach to team statistician: 

“What’s my career record here?” 
  

Team statistician:  

“In your seven years as head coach you have won 32 and lost 119.” 
 

Coach:  

“All the damn school board cares about is winning percentage!  What’s my 

winning percentage?” 
 

Team statistician:  

“What do you want it to be coach?” 
 

        “Figures lie and liars figure!” 

 

Remember, 5 out of 4 people have trouble with math! 
(think about it) 
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Wadena High School 

Basketball Team  

Accomplishments 

 

Yr  
(W-L) 

TEAM TITLES 
State  Conference District Region 

 

1916 
(unknown) 

 

 District 6   

 

1922 
(unknown) 

 

 District 6 
State Tourney by 

invitation only 

 
State Tourney Semifinal  

Madison 35 (OT) 
           Wadena 34  

 
 

1923 
(unknown) 

 

 District 6 
State Tourney by 

invitation only 

State Tourney Quarterfinal  
Hopkins 17 
Wadena 16 

 

1934 
(14-2)* 

known games 
 

 District 24 
Semifinal 

Alexandria 20 
Wadena    17 

 

 

1936 
(16-2)* 

known games 
 

 District 24 Region 6 
State Tourney Final  

Bemidji   26 
Wadena 20 

 

1943 
(unknown) 

 

 District 24 
Semifinal 

Alexandria 35 
Wadena     25 

 

 

1959 
(16-5) 

 

Mid-State (t)    

 

1974 
(20-3) 

 

Mid-State District 24 
Semifinal 
Melrose 52 
Wadena 36 

 

 

1978 
(15-6) 

 

 District 24 
Semifinal 

Breckenridge 70 
Wadena         53   

 

 

1980 
(12-9) 

 

Mid-State (t)    

Note: 
From the 1930s-50’s Wadena participated, on and off, in the Central 8, Central 10 and 
Lake Region conferences before becoming a charter member of the Mid-State 
Conference in 1955.  Prior to 1955, at times, Wadena belonged to no conference. 
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Individual and Team 

Stats of Interest 
 

1970’s 

Team Bests: 

 
Record  20-3  1974 
FG%      48% 1979 
FT %      67% 1978 
Reb Off  331  1974 
Reb Def 559  1978 
Asst       330  1974 
 

1900-1980 
PPG Scoring Leaders: 

 
22.7 Willis, B         1980 
21.8 Gaslin, B       1959 
20.2 Shearer, D    1956 
18.2 Browne, J      1978 
18.2 Stoneman, D 1964 
 

1960-80 
FG Pct 

 
61% Willis, B         1979 
57% Willis, B         1978 
56% Willis, B         1980 
56% Plautz, F        1967 
53% Hooten, R      1976 
51% Hamerlinck,T 1973 

1900-80 
FT Pct 

 
82% Hunnicutt, D   1978 
80% Browne, K      1969 
78% Hunnicutt, D   1979 
77% Shearer, D    *1956 
75% Hamre, M       1976 
75% Willis, B          1980 

*Dick Shearer 
1956 FT Streak 

 
Feb 1 vs LF   18/21 
Feb 13 vs CI  19/20 
Feb 15 vs Brd  8/8 
Feb 2 vs Stp    6/9 
Mar 6 vs LF   16/19 
 

*Final 5 games: 
67/77 - 87% 

 1900-80 
30-Point Club 

 
43 Willis, B 1980 
37 Hedstrom. B 1949 
35 Gaslin, B 1959 
34 Browne, J 1977 
34 Shearer, D 1956 
32 Shearer, D 1956 
32 Phillips, S 1958 
32 Browne, K 1969 
31 Plautz, F 1968 
31 Hedstrom, B 1950 
30 Phillips, S 1958 
 

1960-80 
RPG 

 
16 Gaslin, B       1959 
13 Folkstead, C  1967 
13 Willis, G         1968 
12 Willis, B         1980 
12 Schiller, T      1966 
12 Hooten, R      1977 
11 Willis, G         1969 
10 Willis, B         1979 
10 Willis, B         1978 
 

Rebounding 

1960-80 
APG 

 
4.5 Walter, C      1979 
4.2 Olson, R       1975 
4.0 Olson, R       1974 
3.8 Hunnicutt, D 1979 
3.6 Freer, D        1975 
3.4 Willis, J         1973 
3.2 Oja, D           1968 
3.0 Stinar, T        1979 

 
 

Assists 

 
 

 

Statistical Leaders 

 

 
Scoring 

 
 

22.7 ppg 1980  
61% fg 1979 

43 pts hi game 1980 

 

 
 

Rebounds 
 
 

16 rpg 1959 

 
 

 

Assists 
 
 

4.5 apg 1979 

 

Free Throw Pct 
(season) 

 
82% 1978 

 
Free Throw 
(single game) 

 

19 / 20  1956 

Brad Willis Bill Gaslin Craig Walter Dave Hunnicutt Dick Shearer 
1977-80 1956-59 1977-79 1977-79 1953-56 
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“RAW DATA” 
From coach Aus and coach Roisum. 

 

1964-68 Player/Team Stats 
(coach Whitey Aus) 
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1965-66 Team/Player Stats 
(coach Whitey Aus) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1968 Final Player Stats 
(coach Whitey Aus) 
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1972-73 Player/Team Reg Season Stats  
(coach Lowell Roisum) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1977-78 Player Stats 
(coach Lowell Roisum) 
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1978-79 Player/Team Stats 
(coach Lowell Roisum) 

1970’s Team Stats & Records  
(coach Lowell Roisum) 
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1970’s Player Stats & Records 
(Coach Lowell Roisum) 

Pg 1 of 2 
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1970’s Player Stats & Records 

 

Pg 2 of 2 
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1979-80 Season Stats 

Coach Roisum 
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Fun Stuff 
 

Opponents of Interest 
  

Mark Olberding 6’8” 
Melrose High School 1971-74   

Minnesota Gophers 1974-75 

NBA 1975-87 

-San Antonio Spurs 

-Chicago Bulls 

-KC/Sacramento Kings 

 

December 1971 

Mark Olberding played against Wadena in each of his 

three seasons as a regular for “The Dutchman.”  In early 

1971 the 6’4” sophomore, Mark Olberding, led the 

Dutchmen with 21 points beating the Indians easily on 

the road.  At the time no one knew much about him. 

 

 

 

February, 1973 

The next year Wadena traveled to Melrose 

late in the season.  Olberding was now 6’7” 

and every basketball fan in the state knew of 

him.  The Indians put up a good fight.  With 

Wadena leading 52-51 with 3 minutes 

remaining, Olberding (39 points, on 18/21 

FG, and 17 rebounds) and the Dutchman 

scored the last 10 points of the game. 

 

 

  

March, 1974 

In the Region 6 semifinals Wadena (19-2) drew #1 Class “A” Melrose (21-0).  Olberding got 

into early foul trouble, but Wadena was unable to capitalize.  The Dutchmen won 52-36 

behind Olberding’s 18 points.  Melrose went on to claim the state title and finish 27-0. 
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Frank Wachlarowicz 6’5” 
Little Falls 1973-75  

St. John’s University 1975-79 

 

Frank Wachlarowicz, aka “Frankie Alphabet,” was 6’5” and built like a 

lineman.  He competed against Mid-State Conference opponent 

Wadena four times in two years.  He and his team were 3-1 against 

the Indians.  His best effort in those games was in the first 1974 

encounter when he dropped in 35 points.  The lone loss was in 

meeting #2 of 1974 when Wadena won the game and the Mid-State 

Conference, with the Flyers finishing second.  In 1975 Little Falls won 

twice as Wadena finished second and Little Falls not only won the 

conference, but they won the state championship as well. 

 

The above facts are impressive, but not the reason Mr. Wachlarowicz 

is included in this “Opponents of Interest” section.  The main reason 

is because after his four years as a star on the Division III St. John’s 

University basketball team, he had accumulated more points than any 

other Minnesota collegiate basketball player ever.  At any level, 

Division I, II or III.  He amassed 2,357 points.  His scoring record stood 

for 39 years, from 1979-2018.  Division II St. Cloud State player Gage 

Davis is the new record holder with 2,599 points. 
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Brady Lipp 
Breckenridge 1975-78 

North Dakota State University 1978-81  

 

Brady Lipp comes from a basketball family.  His dad, 

Steve Lipp, was the head coach in Breckenridge for 

many years and enjoyed much success with Region 6 

titles in 1976, 1978 and 1979.  The Cowboys played 

Wadena in a few games over the years but the biggest 

for Wadena was in the 1978 Region 6 semifinals.  

 

Lipp’s collegiate career was very successful at NDSU 

where he was a member of the 1,000-point club and is a 2005 “Bison Hall of Fame” 

inductee.  He earned numerous awards and set many records, but I will only mention one.  

In his junior year he set the school and North Central Conference record for free-throw 

accuracy.  He made over 97% of his free-throw attempts!  To any knowledgeable 

basketball fan that is an unheard-of number.  And so it is, this skill set of Brady Lipp that 

earns him inclusion into the “Opponents of Interest” section. 

 

In 2003 Mr. Lipp attended the “NCAA Final Four” tournament.  In addition to the college 

basketball games at night there are many activities going on during the daytime.  One 

such activity that year was the NCAA Final Four Fans’ Hoop Shoot Free-Throw 

Contest.  Brady Lipp entered the contest.  He won.  He made 266 free throws in a row 

before finally missing.  Impressive! 

 

The Last Word 
I am sure there are other worthy “opponents of 

interest” that should have been included here but 

these three are the only ones I could think of 

based on my first-hand knowledge and research. 
 

Add the names of any other “Opponents of 

Interest” that you would include.  For example: 

  Opponents of Interest:                                                                        
Dick Bremer - Staples Class of ‘74, Minnesota Twins TV announcer 1983 to present (2020). 
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FAMILY FOOTPRINT 
 

For the “Family Footprint” section I will most certainly overlook Wadena families whose 

“footprint” on Wadena High School boys’ basketball should have been included.  I have 

tried to identify families whose members have contributed to WHS boys’ basketball for 

periods of time spanning multiple decades.  I have relied on the research I have done, 

going back to “The Scrapbook 1900-59” and continuing with “The Scrapbook 1960-80.”  

To allow for my oversight I have left an area at the end of this section for you to add any 

families whom have left their footprint on Wadena basketball. 

 

The Zosel Footprint 

It is worth noting that from 1924-70 there were sixteen Wadena basketball teams that included at 

least one Zosel, and at least one of those teams competed in each of the six decades represented 

during that time.  Additionally, Robert Zosel was the official scorer at the boys’ basketball games, 

replacing his uncle Ray Zosel* in 1948.   His tenure covered four decades, ending in the late 

1970’s.    
 

Many of the Zosels participated in the early years of the 1900’s.  First names, stats and records 

were sparse.  The Zosel footprint was huge. 
 

  

1920-30’s  8 teams 
 
1924-25 Zosel, Harold 
1925-26 Zosel, Harold & Leland 
1926-27 Zosel, Harold 
1928-29 Zosel 
1929-30 Zosel (2) 
1930-31 Zosel 
1931-32 Zosel  
 

1940-70’s  8 teams 
 
1946-47 Zosel 
1954-55 Zosel, Tom 
1955-56 Zosel, Tom 
1959-60 Zosel, John & Dave 
1960-61 Zosel, John & Dave 
1961-62 Zosel, Dave 
1968-69 Zosel, Bobby 
1960-70 Zosel, Bobby 

 

 
Wadena High School Basketball 
Official Timekeeper 1948-1976 

 
 

 

 
 
Robert 
Zosel 
 
Intramural 
Champ! 

 
 
 
 

*Ray Zosel was listed as the “Chief Trainer” on the 1935-36 State Tournament runner-up team. 
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The Browne Footprint 

From 1933-78 Wadena High School basketball saw five Brownes play on eleven teams in four 

different decades.  Bill (1933-36) hit a mid-court game winning basket against Sleepy Eye in the 

quarterfinals of the 1936 Minnesota High School State Tournament.  The Indians went on to lose 

to Bemidji in the championship game.  Read more about that tournament in the “After the Fact” 

section, on page 69. 
 

The other Brownes included Bill’s brothers Don (1938-39) and Jack (1941-43) as well as Jack’s 

sons Kip (1967-69) and Jeff (1975-78).  Team accomplishments during their participation include: 
 

1936 District 24 title (Bill) 

1936 Region 6 title (Bill) 

1936 State Runner-up (Bill) 

1943 District 24 title (Jack) 

1978 District 24 title (Jeff) 

 

The Merickel Footprint 

Thirteen teams from 1919-1974 included a Merickel.  Maurice Sr. (1919-22), Franklin (1933-

36), Pat (Maurice Jr.) (1947-50), Ted (1953-55), and Tommy (1972-74).  That is five Merickels 

playing in six decades.  Team accomplishments during their participation include: 
 

1922 State Tournament (Maurice) 

1934 District 24 title (Franklin) 

1936 District 24 title (Franklin) 

1936 Region 6 titles (Franklin) 

1936 State Runner-up (Franklin) 

1974 Mid-State Conference title (Tommy) 

1974 District 24 title (Tommy) 

 

The Schiller Footprint 

Ten teams in three decades included one or more of the five Schillers that played from 1933-66.  

Phil (1933-36), Paul (1936-39), Bob (1945-46) and Phil’s sons Tony (1963-66) and twin brother 

Larry (1964-66).  Team accomplishments during their participation include: 
 

1934 District 24 title (Phil) 

1936 District 24 title (Phil) 

1936 Region 6 title (Phil) 

1936 State Runner-up (Phil) 

 

The Willis Footprint 

Harold Willis came to Wadena in 1955 and was the head basketball coach through 1964.  Harold 

had three sons, Greg (1967-69), Jebb (1971-74) and Brad (1977-80) that all played for the 

Indians.  Counting coach Willis this family was represented on eighteen teams covering four 

decades. Team accomplishments during their participation include: 
 

1959 Mid-State Conference title (Harold) 

1974 Mid-State Conference title (Jebb) 

1974 District 24 title (Jebb) 

1978 District 24 title (Brad) 

1980 Mid-State Conference title (Brad) 
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The Last Word 
The space below is for you the reader to add any families and 

details that you feel should be included, based on your own 

criteria.  For example: 
 

Family Footprints: 
 

The Tappe Footprint 

Lloyd Tappe (1950-52) and brother George (1955-57) played in the 1950’s.  Lloyd’s sons Rick 

(1973-75), Randy (1976-78), Ross (1978-80) and Ron (1979-80) placed at least one Tappe on 

the Wadena Indians basketball teams for seven consecutive seasons through 1980. 
 

1974 Mid-State Conference title (Rick) 

1974 District 24 title (Rick) 

1978 District 24 title (Randy) 

1980 Mid-State Conference title (Ross and Ron) 

 

The Gaslin Footprint 

Milt Gaslin (1921-23) and sons Ted (1948-50) and Bill (1956-59) played on seven teams 

spanning a period of almost four decades. 

 

1923 State Tournament (Milt) 

1959 Mid-State Conference title (Bill) 
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Cream of the Crop 
One last meaningless but fun thing to do.  If I had to pick an all-star team of Wadena High School 

players that played between 1900-1980, I know who four of the five would be.  I have listed those 

four and left the 5th spot open for you to fill in.  I offer possible choices to consider but you might 

have someone else in mind.  Or you may want to start from scratch and pick your own five, or 

ten, or whatever number you want. 

 
 
Bob Hedstrom    
6’3” Class of 1950 
 
 

 
 
Bill Gaslin 
6’2” Class of 1959 
 
 

 
Jeff Browne 
6’0” Class of 1978 
 
 
 

 
Brad Willis 
6’5” Class of 1980 
 
 
 

The Last Word 
Pick the 5th player or start from scratch:    

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

        1930’s        1940-50’s             1960-70’s 
Below are some possible selections for that 5th spot: 

1930’s 
Russ Askew 
Eddie Miller 
Bill Browne 
Phil Schiller 
Glen Garr 

1940’s 
Dick Schmitz 
Bruce Wilcox 

1950’s 
Dick Shearer 
Sam Phillips 

 

1960’s 
Don Stoneman 
Tony Schiller 
Francis Plautz 
Greg Willis 
Kip Browne 

1970’s 
Jebb Willis 
Roger Olson 
Reggie Hooten 

 

Or make your own list: 
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