Wadena Indians
Basketball

“The Scrapbook”

1960-1980



Wadena Indians
Basketball

“The Scrapbook”

1960-1980

2020



Dedication

In the modern era (1938-2020)« of basketball Wadena has had approximately
20 head coaches. The most team success during that time has been under
coach Lowell Roisum (1970-1984). His teams’ cumulative winning percent
during those fourteen years is significantly higher than during any other
fourteen-year period before or since. In 120 years, no Wadena boys’
basketball head coach has had a longer tenure nor more wins than Lowell
Roisum. And none have won more conference and district titles. This
“Scrapbook” is dedicated to Coach Roisum.

Lowell Roisum
1970-1984

The Most:
Seasons: 14
Wins: 148
Championships: 4

District 24 (2)
Mid-State Conference (2)

Coach Roisum was a knowledgeable and patient teacher of the
game. He expected effort and focus from his players as well as
sportsmanship and class. He led by example.

Jebb Willis
Class of 1974

*From 1927-37 the Indians thrived under Coach Anton Chermak, in an era marked by a “center jump” after each made basket. His
teams won two District 24 titles, one Region 6 championship and they were runner-up of the 1936 Minnesota State Tournament. The
1936-37 season marked the end of the “center jump” after each made basket.



The Beginning

Wadena High School basketball started around the turn of the century. The Wadena
athletic teams’ nickname of “Indians” came from the town’s namesake, Ojibwe Chief
Wadena, who lived in the later part of the 19th century.

The Great Chief Wadena
1885

In the 1990’s the Wadena and Deer Creek school districts merged and the new WDC
athletic teams’ nickname was changed to the “Wolverines.”

Wadena Basketball History

“The Scrapbook 1900-1959” included, among other things, these highlights:

-Mid-State Conference Champions: 1959(t)

-District Champions: 1916, 1922, 1923, 1934, 1936 and 1943
-Region 6 Champions: 1936

-State Tournaments: 1922, 1923 and 1936 (runner-up)

In “The Scrapbook 1960-80” you will find more of the same, as well as “decade
highlights,” “teams by year” and some interesting and fun “bonus” sections.

In putting together “The Scrapbook 1960-80" accuracy has been a primary goal. My
sources of information have been The Brainerd Daily Dispatch archives (found on
newspaperarchive.com), The Wadena Pioneer Journal archives and WHS Yearbooks
(both found at the Wadena County Historical Society) and the contents of some WHS
player scrapbooks from the 1960’s and 70’s.

Jebb Willis
Class of 1974
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Decade Highlights

“The Scrapbook 1960-80”

The 1960’°s (pg 7)
-Achievement Highlights of the 1960’s

Team Highlights including:
1965 District 24 runner-up
1966 District 24 runner-up

Player Highlights: D. Stoneman, T. Schiller, F. Plautz, G. Willis, K. Browne

-Coaches of the 1960’s
Coaches: Harold Willis and Melford “Whitey” Aus

-Affiliations with Conference and District
Conference: Mid-State

District: District 24

-Big Change on the Horizon

The 1970’s (pg 13)
-Achievement Highlights of the 1970’s

Team Highlights including:

1974 District 24 Champions
1974 Mid-State Champions
1978 District 24 Champions

Player Highlights: J. Willis, R. Olson, R. Hooten, J. Browne, B. Willis

-Coaches of the 1970’s

Coaches: Melford “Whitey” Aus and Lowell Roisum

-Affiliations with Conference and District
Conference: Mid-State

District: District 24 (Class “A”) / Region 8-2 (Class “AA”)*
*One Class to Two Classes: Effective the 1970-71 season the MSHSL went from a one class to

a two-class tournament. Wadena started in the smaller school class “A” but was moved to the
larger school class “AA” (effective 1975-76) and then moved back to class “A” (effective 1977-78).



1960’s

Achievement Highlights

Teams

Players

1965 Team
Season

Overall Record: 10-11*
Mid-State: 4-6 (4™)

*Wadena played without junior Tony Schiller (13
ppg) and senior Brent Grangruth (10 ppg) for nine
and eight games respectively. However, the
Indians were at full strength for the tournament.

District 24

Season Record: 3-7 (5")

Tournament: 2-1 runner-Up

Wadena 42 C-l 43 (Dist 24 title game)

1966 Team

Season

Overall Record: 14-7
Mid-State: 6-4 (3'9)

District 24

Season Record: 4-5
Tournament: 2-1 runner-Up

Wadena 38 C-l1 40** (Dist 24 title game)

*NOTE:

cuampionsiip  C-l beat Pine River 48-47 in

Basketbald the 1966 Dist 24 semis and

TOURNAMENT heat Wadena 40-38 for the
titte. Henning defeated C-lI 61-59 in the
Region 6 title game. In the Minnesota
State Tournament semifinals Henning lost
to Edina in triple overtime. Edina went on
to win the state title in 1966, 1967 and 1968
while on a 69-game winning streak.

ﬂlﬁ ' sports]

Don Stoneman 1962-65

Three-year starter
920 career pts

1965 Dist 24 3rd - 17.8 ppg
1964 Dist 24 4th - 18.2 ppg
1963 Dist 24 6th - 13.9 ppg

All Mid-State

WCCO All-State Team of the Week - 1965

Tony Schiller 1963-66

.28 2x All Mid-State
A Dist 24 1966 - 6th: 13.8 ppg

‘\ 7 Dist 24 1965 - 7th: 13.2 ppg

Francis Plautz 1966-68

2x All Mid-State

Dist 24 1968 - 16.6 ppg (2)
Dist 24 1967 - 14.9 ppg (3)

Greg Willis 1967-69

Dist 24 1969 - 15.9 ppg (1)

All Mid-State
2X season ave
dbl/dbl pts/reb

S

% 5
Gt

Kip Browne 1967-69

Dist 24 1969 - 15.8 ppg (2)

All Mid-State
80% free throw




Wadena Indians
Basketball Coaches
of the 1960’s

Coaches Comments

Hometown
Hendricks, Minnesota

1955-64 College
Harold Willis South Dakota State University
Notes

-Hendricks High School Athletic Hall of Fame 2016
-Minnesota HS State Track Meet 1944 - 2nd place mile run
-7 letters at SDSU - basketball (4), track (2), football (1)
-Ortonville, MN coach 1955 MN State Basketball Tournament
-Wadena, MN 1959 Mid-State Conference Champions (t)

Hometown
Rugby, ND

1964-1970 College

Melford “Whitey” Aus Minot State University
University of North Dakota

Notes

Graduate assistant coach UND - 2 years.

During his tenure at UND Aus coached with three future NBA
coaches. UND head coach Bill Fitch (Cleveland Cavaliers
head coach) and his assistant Jimmy Rogers (Minnesota
Timberwolves first head coach) as well as UND player and
future NBA Hall of Fame player and coach, Phil Jackson
(played for New York Knicks and was head coach of Chicago
Bulls and L.A. Lakers, winning multiple NBA titles).




Wadena Basketball
1960’s Team Affiliation

The one constant affiliation for Wadena basketball was being a “large school” member of
District 24 along with Aitkin, Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and Staples. Wadena
was also a charter member of the Mid-State Conference, with 1954-55 being its
inaugural season. In 1965 Little Falls joined the Mid-State Conference to make it a six-
team league.

Conference Affiliation

Mid-Si‘a‘re Conference Membership Addition:
Little Falls - 1965
(Inaugural Season 1954-55)
Charter Members MIID'E{?}LE ﬁf-fi'fnﬁﬁf"“
Aitkin Credby-dranton ..., '.: 'ﬁp‘;n‘ I'r; ?:":'
Crosby-Ironton H:’;L}“”‘ -------- 4 f:; ﬂ‘; i
Park Rapids Weren® . ........4 kB 5 M4%
Staples Aty l.“.".i.'.:'.'.'.:: i1 H ﬁ% ﬂ{
Wadena I A
Mid-State Champions Wadena Place - Record
1960 Crosby-Ironton 8-0 5% (1-7)
1961 Crosby-Ironton 8-0 4t (2-5)
1962 Crosby-Ironton 7-0 2" (6-2)
1963 Park Rapids 7-0 3" (4-4)
1964 Crosby-Ironton 6-1 4 (1-6)
1965 Crosby-Ironton 9-0 4 (4-6)
1966 Crosby-Ironton 8-2 3" (6-4)
1967 Crosby-Ironton 10-0 2"d (5-5)
1968 Aitkin 8-2 3" (6-4)
1969 Crosby-Ironton 9-1 3" (5-5)
. »
Mid-State Title




Wadena Basketball
1960’s Team Affiliation

District 24

As was true prior to the 1960’s, district affiliation continued to be treated much like a
conference during the regular season. The six large District 24 teams’ standings in
District 24 play were reported throughout the season.

i DISTRICT 24
WL Pt TP OP

Wadena 7 1 875 556 499
Crosby Ironton 7T 3 .700 395 576
Little Falls 5 3 625 457 438
. Aitkin . 3 6 333 512 493
Brainerd I ) .333 519 586
Staples 1 ? L1285 449 48)

District 24 Tournament Format

The general format of the District 24 tournament in the 1960's had two components, as
in the past. First the small schools competed in the Sub-District 24 tournament. The
champion and runner-up (or East/West division winners 1961-63) would then be seeded
in the District 24 tournament with the six large schools.

District 24 Schools

Large Schools Small Schools
Aitkin Sub-Dist East:
Brainerd Backus
Crosby-Ironton Pequot Lakes
Little Falls Pillager
Staples Pine River
Wadena

Sub-Dist West:
Menahga
T Motley

District 24 Semeka

10



Wadena Basketball
1960’s Team Affiliation

District 24 Champions

District 24 Sub-District 24
1960 C-l 69 1960 Verndale 54
Brainerd 51 Pequot Lakes 45
1961 Brainerd 64 1961 Pillager - East
Little Falls 59 Sebeka - West
1962 C-I 72 1962 Pine River - East
Brainerd 66 Sebeka - West
1963 Brainerd 56 1963 Pine River - East
C-l 53 Sebeka - West
1964 Brainerd 44 1964 Sebeka 54 (1st since 47)
C-l 41 Pine River 48
1965 C-I 43 1965 Pine River 69
Wadena 42 Sebeka 57
1966 C-I 40 1966 Menahga 49 (1st since 29)
Wadena 38 Pine River 42
1967 Brainerd 63 1967 Pine River 64
C-l 55 Menahga 54
1968 Brainerd 66 1968 Motley 62 (1st title ever)
Aitkin 47 Verndale 55
1969 C-l 50 1969 Pillager 50 (1st since ‘50)
Little Falls 48 Menahga 35

District Title

11



Big Changes on the Horizon

The landscape of Minnesota High School Basketball would soon change, and it would
change often. In the decade of the 1970’s there would be only one more season of a one
class tournament. The 1970 Minnesota State Champions would be the Sherburn
Raiders. A community of about 1,000 Sherburn was much like the 1960 Minnesota State
Champions, the Edgerton Flying Dutchman. Distniets and Regions.

MINNESOTA STATE HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE
Districts: No. 1 te 32 Regions: Ne. | fe VIN

The starting five from the 1970 MSHSL boys' state basketball champion Sherburn Raiders (front
row, left to right) John Tirevold, Paul Krohn, Pete Eiden, Jeff McCarron and Tom Mulso pose with
the championship trophy.

After 1970 there would be a Class A
tournament and a class AA tournament. In
the 1971-75 Minnesota State Tournaments
the A and AA champions would play to
determine the best team in the state. And
then, beginning with the 1976 tournament,
that changed...

e
?Z/ZWW
W/f;:

W. P. MARSHALL, PRESI DENT




1970’°s

Achievement Highlights

Teams Players
1974 Team Jebb Willis 1971-74 «
Three-year starter - -

Season
Overall Record: 20-3 (Most wins)

Mid-State Conference Title: 11-1
(First ever outright conference title)

District 24
Tournament: Champions!

60-52 win over Crosby-Ironton
(First Dist 24 championship since 1943)

Region 6
Melrose 52 Wadena 36

Wadena defeated Cyrus for 3" place

1975 Team
Season
Overall Record: 17-6
Mid-State Conference Record: 9-3 (2d)

District 24
Tournament: runner-up
61-49 loss to Crosby-Ironton

1978 Team
Season

Overall Record: 16-7
Mid-State Conference Record: 7-3 (2"9)

District 24
Tournament: Champions!
50-47 win over Staples

Region 6
70-53 semifinal loss to Breckenridge

1979 Team
Season

Overall Record: 15-6
Mid-State Conference_Record: 8-2 (2)

District 24
Tournament: runners-up
55-52 (2-OT) loss to Henning

14.5 ppg 1974 (4" Dist 24)
14.1 ppg 1973 (4" Dist 24)

N
2x All Mid-State B A )

WCCO / St Paul PP All-State Teams
m—— Roger Olson 1972-75

- Three-year starter

: .~ 15.5 ppg 1975 (3" Dist 24)

Career Record: 49-21 (70%)

(most career wins)

All Mid-State
WCCO All-State

Reggie Hooten 1974-77
Three-year starter

15.5 ppg 1977

15.0 ppg 1976

Career Reb Record

2x All Mid-State

(Hon Mention as soph)

WCCO All-State

Jeff Browne 1975-78
Three-year starter
18.2 ppg 1978
16.3 ppg 1977
Career 1,000 Pt Club
2x All Mid-State

(Hon Mention as soph)

WCCO All-State
Brad Willis 1977-80 awr

22.7 ppg 1980 (1%t M-S Conf)
17.2 ppg 1979 (1%t M-S Conf)
13.8 ppg 1978

RECORDS:
-Career: over 1,100 pts/700 rebs)
-Season: 477 pts and 61% fg
-Single game: 43 pts vs Sauk Centre

-2X All Mid-State

(Hon Mention as soph)

-1980 WCCO All-State
-MN 12-man All-Star team

13



Wadena Indians
Basketball Coaches
of the 1970’s

Coaches Comments

Hometown
Rugby, ND
1964-1970
Melford “Whitey” Aus | | College o
Minot State University
University of North Dakota

Notes

Graduate assistant coach UND - 2 years.

During his tenure at UND Aus coached with three future NBA
coaches. UND head coach Bill Fitch (Cleveland Cavaliers
head coach) and his assistant Jimmy Rogers (Minnesota
Timberwolves first head coach) as well as UND player and
future NBA Hall of Fame player and coach, Phil Jackson
(played for New York Knicks and was head coach of Chicago
Bulls and L.A. Lakers, winning multiple NBA titles).

Chuck Luna’s tenure as the assistant coach
under Aus and Roisum covered three decades.

Hometown
Kerkhoven, MN ‘
1970-19_84 Chuck Luna
Lowell Roisum College

St. Cloud State University

Notes

Prior to accepting teaching and coaching positions at
Wadena, Lowell Roisum held similar positions in Battle Lake,
MN. After 14 years as Wadena'’s head coach Roisum had
collected more than160 wins, two Mid-State Conference titles
and two District 24 Championships. In the thirteen seasons
of 1960-72 Wadena won only 35% of its games. In the next
eight seasons the Indians won 64% of their contests.

14




Wadena Basketball
1970’s Team Affiliation

The one constant affiliation for Wadena basketball was being a “large school” member of
District 24 along with Aitkin, Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and Staples. Since
1954-55 Wadena was a charter member of the Mid-State Conference. Little Falls and
Detroit Lakes joined the conference in 1965 and 1970, respectively making it a seven-
team conference. Effective the 1976-77 season Little Falls left the Mid-State Conference.

Conference Affiliation

Mid-State Conference | 1970
Detroit Lakes joins Mid-State Conference
(Inaugural Season 1954-55)
Mid-State Conference
Charter Members Pre-1977
. . w L
Aitkin Delrort Cakes T
Crosby-Ironton Pare RABIE I |
. Lilkie Falls 6
Park Rapids -1 b M
Aid sk ]
Staples il.;lp‘ltl i ¥
Wadena wadena Yo
_
1965 Little Falls joins
1970 Detroit Lakes joins . 1977 )
1977 Little Falls leaves Little Falls leaves Mid-State
Mid-State Champions Wadena Place - Record
1970 Detroit Lakes (10-0) 7" (1-10)
1971 Crosby-lronton (11-1) 7" (0-12)
1972 Little Falls (10-2) 6™ (3-9)
1973 Little Falls (10-2) 4" (6-6)
1974 Wadena (11-1) 15t (11-1)
1975 Little Falls (11-1) 2" (9-3)
1976 Little Falls (12-0) (LF final season in MS Conf) 51 (5-7)
1977 Aitkin (9-1) 2" (6-4)
1978 Crosby-Ironton (8-2) 2nd (7-3)
1979 Crosby-Ironton (10-0) 2" (8-2)

15



Wadena Basketball
1970’s Team Affiliation

District 24

Below are the 1969-70 final standings of the six large schools of District 24. Starting with
the 1970-71 season Little Falls and Brainerd would become class “AA” schools and
therefore removed from the class “A” District 24 tournament while Aitkin, C-I, Staples and
Wadena would be in the class “A” division and comprise the four large schools of class
“A” District 24, along with the eight schools that formerly made up Sub-District 24.

1969-70
District 24 Large Schools

W L
ALkl ceeeeeaad o
Liltls Falls ... 19 &
Brolmerd -.... % 3%
Y [ —— § e

District 24 Tournament Format

Effective 1970-71 Minnesota high school basketball teams were divided into two classes.
Class “A” (small schools) and class “AA” (large schools) would each have their own post-
season tournament. The traditional format of the class “A” District 24 tournament changed
because of that. After 1970 there was no Sub-District 24 tournament. For the class “A”
District 24 tournament, from 1971-75, the top two teams of the four large schools (Aitkin,
C-l, Staples and Wadena) and the top two teams from the eight small schools were
automatically seeded into the eight-team District 24 tournament. The remaining six small
and two large schools had a “play-in” round and the winners were seeded into the
remaining four slots to complete the quarterfinal match-ups.

District 24 Schools
Effective 1971
Large Schools Small Schools
Backus
Aitkin Menahga
Crosby-Ilronton Motley
Staples Pequot Lakes
Wadena Pillager
Pine River
Sebeka
Verndale

16



Wadena Basketball
1970’s Team Affiliation

(Continued)
In the second half of the 1970’s there would be many changes:

1. For two seasons, starting with 1975-76, Wadena was moved into Class AA, Sub-Region
2 of Region 8. Effective 1977-78 they returned to Class A, District 24, Region 6.

2. Effective 1975-76 Bertha-Hewitt, Deer Creek, Henning and NY Mills joined District 24.

3. Effective 1976-77 Aitkin and Crosby-Ironton left District 24.

WESTERIN
UNIOIN

w. . MARSHALL. PRESIDENT

District 24

This was the District 24 membership at the end of the decade.

Large Schools Small Schools
Staples Backus Bertha-Hewitt
Wadena Deer Creek e Henning

Menahga w Motley

B New York Mills {1 Pequot Lakes

o B Pillager U LKE? Pine River
o rts : Sebeka Verndale

17



Wadena Basketball
1970’s Team Affiliation

District 24 Champions

District 24

Sub-District 24

1970

Aitkin 46
Little Falls 37

(LAST EVER ONE-CLASS DIST 24 GAME)

1970 Pequot Lakes 73
Verndale 71

(LAST EVER SUB-DIST 24 GAME)

1971 C-l 79
Staples 40
1972 C-l 80
Verndale 75
1973 Staples 64
C-l 57
1974 Wadena 60
C-l 52
1975 C-l 61
Wadena 49
1976 Deer Creek

(Wadena moved to Section 8AA. See the
“Teams by Year” info for their 1975-76
and 1976-77 tournament results)

In 1971 Brainerd and Little Falls were
moved into the new, large school, class
“AA” tournament with 8 regions statewide
and each region having 4 sub-regions
(like districts). This resulted in class “A”
District 24 with four remaining “large”
schools and the eight former sub-district
schools. These twelve teams had the top
two seeds of the four larger schools and
the top two seeds of the eight sub-district
schools given automatic quarterfinal
seeds into the District 24 tournament.
The remaining eight teams had a play-in
game for the four open quarterfinal slots.

1977 Verndale

1978 Wadena 50
Staples a7

1979 Henning 55 (2-0OT)
Wadena 52

For the 1975-76 and 1976-77 seasons
Wadena was moved into the large
schools Class AA, Region 8.

Effective 1975-76 Bertha-Hewitt, Deer
Creek, Henning and New York Mills joined
District 24.

Crosby-Ironton (eff *75-76) and Aitkin (eff
‘76-77) left District 24 just prior to
Wadena'’s return.

For 1977-78 Wadena was back in Class
A, District 24.

District Title

18



Teams by Year

1960’s Teams (pg 20)

Rosters, Records

1970’s Teams (pg 36)
> and Results

....and one! (pg 58)

[C.}IB - sports

For each decade there is a summary for each of the ten basketball seasons.
Two decades
Twenty seasons
(...and one!)
In the season summaries there are many team pictures and news clippings with team
and personal awards and stats. Much of what you will find comes out of the WPJ archives
and WHS yearbooks, both housed at the WCHS.

Wadena High School Year Books

1960’s 1970’s ...and one, 1980!

(pg 20) (pg 36) (pg 58)
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The 1960°’s Seasons

Wadena Upsets Warriors 65-46 in Tourney Opener

Decade Win/Loss Record

81-117

The Best of the ‘60s
J

Season Record

14-7 in 1966

Mid-State Conference

2" place: 1962 (6-2) and 1967 (5-5)

(C-l was conference champions in both seasons)

District 24 Tournament

Runners-up in 1965 and 1966
1965 Title Game: Crosby-lronton 43 — Wadena 42
1966 Title Game: Crosby-Ilronton 40 — Wadena 38

(B”  sports]

The biggest regular season win of the 1960’s: 1969

DISTRICT 24

Wadena Stuns C-1 Rangers

62-55, I1st Indian Victory
Over Crosby in Ten Years

20




Wadena Indians Basketball
1959-60

"A" TEAM, ROW ONE: J. Pettit, D. Mcintire, R. Miller, D. Zosel, A. Crocker.

SECOND ROW: J. Zosel, J. Ger-
lach, L. Gedde, J. Uselman, D. Anderson, G. Stover, J. Enckson

TEAM NECORDSE
ikl GaEies Records
™ L Pct Season
Brainard s 3 .00 1-18
8r. Cloud Tech 13 4 ms .
Croahy ironlen 19 8 54 Mid-State
Luzis Falle 7 I AT 1-7
Blaplan T i1 I8
Ailthin 2w L District 24
Wadena LI1T & 1-9

Dist 24 quarterfinal best effort of season.

C | Squeezes
By Wadena

In 45-42 Fray

CROSEY (Specinl) = A Bred up
Wilenn gulnar, tegee of 1T af IS
apmaes plaved cfuting 1he repuiar
senson, never said die here Blaae
dad and Hearly upte the heawls
:fnm-::-d Cepshy-[raminn Rangera in
[T Dpcning mund 1hstren T -
ncy¥ clusi,

Finat score wia 1341 for Coach
I Cleyinn Kermeen's Rongers, wha

found themseties 1ied wp with n

VoAltke over 3 mdlonte remadning,

Uselman Leading
Mid-State Scorer

Uselman (W)......... 14.5
Draves (C-I)........... 14.3
Callen (PR)............ 13.8
Ottarson (PR)......... 13.0

Jim Uselman
All Mid-State

The Indians were hit hard by graduation
and struggled all year.

Coaches L-R
Reg Mead

John Conzemius
Harold Willis
(head coach 1955-64

Bill Larson

1960 Champions

District 24: Crosby-Ironton
Region 6: Melrose
State: Edgerton
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1960-61

ROW ONE: L. Gedde, D. Zozel, D. Anderson, R. Stofer, D. McIntire, J. Dale.
Fahey, R. Sundahl, J. Zozel, L. Overmoen, W. Smith, D. Jarvela.

ROW TWO: H. Crocker, T.

WADENY RELORDN
(1 Wins, 13 Lisses)

DISTRICE 24 STAHDINGS
rinualp
W L Fei. TR QF

Brainerd 10 ¢ 1004 EAT 44
Crchby-lranten .. 71 JTRR 6L MY
Lille Falh 4 Ry ALY 2AX
Altkln P o1 T I00 482 154
Siaplea 17 A T STA
Wadena I3 .00 44T R

car .

MID.STATE CONFLALNCE
W I, Pri. TP Op

Cravby-Ironion 14 7.0a0 4% I8
Ailkin ' L T i
Slapiep 14 430 J6T 150
Wadend t & 130 41D 452
Fark NMapids 1§ 147 243 14
» ]

1961

Champions

District 24
Brainerd
Region 6
Sauk Centre
State

Duluth Central

Coach
Harold Willis
1955-64

Top Individual Scorers

All Games
Wolff (SC)............. 17.8
Plantz (SC)............ 17.6
Brown (B).............. 15.0
Erskine (S)............. 14.7
Stimac (C-I)............ 14.3
DISTRICT 24
All Mid-State:

Anderson: 11.6 ppg
Zosel: 5.7 ppg

Providing the nucleus for next
season would be juniors Larry
Gedde, Dennis Mcintire (8.2 ppg)
and Jack Dale (7.0 ppg).

Larry Gedde

15.4 ppg
2" Mid-State scoring)
13.0 ppg - all games

22



Wadena Indians Basketball

moen, R, Stofer, T, Fahey, S. Sundby.

1961-62

ROW 1: L. Pettit, J. Dale, D, Zosel, D, Meclntire, L. Gedde, B. Weller, D. Jarvela. ROW 2:

H. Crocker, L. Over-

WANDEMNS HECORD
{10-5: 1,064 polnts: [ows 1.04563
Wodena &3, LDoeroit Lakes 35
Wodenn 64, Varndale 47
Wudora 53, Aitkin 30
Willdiena 43, Pock IRapads. 31
Crosby-Tronton 63, Wadenn 62
Wiadenn B2, NartheSr Pulsl 57
Waodona -G8, Suiples 49
Dreercit Lokes 69, Woadena &1
Eruinecd 81, Wadenms 51
Wigdiima 4%, Lo Falrs 43
Wadeno™ 15, Park Roapids 47
Subeka 43, Waddenn 56
Perhrm -49, Waodenn 47
Crashy-itonwn 69, - Weinlenn A2
Brunerd 81, Waoacdena 75
Wadena B3 Alllin 50
Littig-Falls 74, Wndenn 64
Wodena 30, Swuaples G4

|
20X SCORES

Wadeng (@) 1§ 0 ftm pf
Meintie, f .6 3 5 23
b/ TR T I I B
Gedde, € «oi b [ ] 1 4
Dale. g eoveent 1 1 S
Pettit, g oeeed 8 12
Overmoes, g1 3 2 1
Safer. g il & 8 )

Coach Total ceones® # 9 B

Harold Willis

1955-64

District 24 Tournament

Sebeka 53 Wadena 49
(Trojan’s Nevala scored 26)

Sl oasuBERmT

MIB-STATE CONF]

W L

Croabhy-1fcilon TR

Wadena g i
Tingios 1% Top Scorers
Pnrkx HRapids ] a3 All Games

LLLLIST ZL STA
EMAINERD "':'," JL ¥ Kroll (C-D).......... 17.8
Croaby-lrenlon 3 1 Lenzmeier (S)....17.6

Waderna 3 8
Lilile Falls 3 3 Brown (B).......... 15.0
[+

e - Laumann (B)......14.7
) Bothof (S) ......... 14.3

Larry Gedde

12.5 ppg
All Mid-State
Jack Dale
14.5 ppg
All Mid-State

All Conference

Dennis Mclintire

11.4 ppg
1962 Champions All Mid-State
District 24:
Crosby-Ironton CHAMPIONSHIP
Region 6:
Crosby-Ironton TOURNAMENT
State:
St. Louis Park
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Wadena Indians Basketball

1962-63

»
[\ %
2‘ - “‘% .
._g‘-\_ p.
N ¥
~y {
oy o
= {
/S |
= - -
Capt. Lee Overmoen Don Stoneman Tom Fahey Steve Sundby Randy Stoler
All Mid-State Soph-13.9 ppg All Mid-State Jr-8.3 ppg All Mid-State
Sr-14.2 ppg Sr-12.2 ppg Sr-7.2 ppg

Harley Crocker Bob Tofte Norm Gregerson Stan Zanicwski
Sr-7.7 ppg Jr Jr
WADEMA'E RECOQAD
A .500 Team Ming Wlas, Wine Lopaen

Season: 10-10
Mid-State Conference: 4-4 (3"9)
District 24 Season: 5-5 (31)
District 24 Tournament 1-

Woadena Snaps Pine River Strina at 20.

Wadena Against Brainerd,
Staples vs. Croshy-Ironton

BY JIM WALLACE Harald winis
A 20-game winning skein accamplished by the Pine
River high school Tlgers was ended 6t Staples — and wish

Coach Harold Willls
Wadbeasa 7, Verndain G
Woaefenpy 720 MNdbklin 5
Wadena Ti. Seheks &7,

Park Rapldx 58, Wadena .
0] 6, Wadena 4,

wadenz 44, Palblek Henry 44
Wadewn 62, Bia 11:5 L
[efeor] Lakes Wadena B,
Bralneed 52, Wu:lclra &
Whidena, 71 Litsle Palls 35
Park Raplds &7, wWadens 44,
Patrlarn’ bk Wodens T,
LY. Wadlens 61,

Tiralneeed 36, W, drhern 7.
Widerny B, Adlkis 7.

Lilthe Falls 5), Widota .
Wadola, 71, Slaples 4G
Witlena S, Ihirait Ladcen <48,

IEEESSS
!t the appertunity for the first small schaol breakthrough in MID.STATE €&

basketball since 1925 — as Wadena's Indiams Pack Basida V” li
faug]‘_t! off a blistering rally in the closing seconds for a 52 e B ooy B 4
49 triumph. ;v’u].;. s : Top Scorers
laples . ........ 2 7 All games
TOURN AMENT BOXES BEER: * ¥| Marshall (C-I).....15.8
DISTRICT 34 STANDIN Vernon (LF)....... 15.7
| Wadena «80) fg 1t fim pf tp (Fimal) v | Lyscio(B).........14.5
Fahey, f verese 42 1310 Bratas 1] Goedderz (C-1)...14.3
“ater 4 -
5‘::;‘(“"\ & SaRRs o ‘; } ") f’ 13,: " e s | Overmoen (W)...14.2
S UG, ey . - y Staples ..., 3
Overmoen, € ........1 2 3 2 (¢ T T R ‘ .
Crocker, K : sossee § ; 0 } ‘fz 1963 Champions
Stoneman, seees O - . N
Gregerson, [ voveeeic 0 0 0 0 0 CHAMPIONSHIP Dllgstf_lct 34
- . rainer
olais .........2." 1 .l. 2 S .
sy o e\ Baskethall | oo
}\.n:!;ur\ (7% 0 !‘3 f'.:(:‘. p: t’g Sauk Centre
HdAM0 H TIIE S
hiver. 1 ' i o s |[TOURNAMENT State
Marshall

24




Wadena Indians Basketball
1963-64

Top: Dave Campbell, Norm Gregerson, Steve Sundby-(C), Brent
Grangruth, Mark Uselman, Bob Tofte, Don Breid, Jim Walz

Bottom: Phil Richter, Tony Schiller / Don Stoneman, Ray Ristvedt B

Wadena

e

S

Season Record 5-14
Mid-State Conference 1-7 (4™
District 24 Season 2-8 (51

WADENA |NDIANS
Coach Harold Willis
RHecord: %-13

Poinfs: 1,748 o 1.73%
Wadena &0, Yoerndole 57,
Waderna Jé, Soebexa 74,
Ely &8, YWodena &l
Park mapids 74, Wadana E&d.
C-1 én, Wadena 54,
LStaples T3, Wadena 54
Dat, Lakes 59, Wadsna 51,
Braiperd 73, Wadena &4,
Little Falls 73 Wadena &3,
Avthan 79, Wadana 7.
Fark Rapids 70, wWadena SE.
C-1 4% Wadera 55
Waxdena 77, Perham BT,
Brajnard Bl, Wadina b4,
Wadena &Y, &lllin 4E,
Staples 94, YWadena 73.
Wadena 7, Litlle Fallg L&
Det. Lakes 71, Wadena 57.

= -

District 24 Quarterfinal
Crosby-Ironton 65 Wadena 43

AUS TO COACH: Milford (Whitey) Aus, 28-yearld native
of Rugby, N. D., who was assistant varsity cage coach at North
Dakot the past two years, succeeds Harold Willis as basketball
mentor at Wadena, which paid tribute to Willis for his eight-year
tenure with a statement in this week's Wadena Journal, signed
by & number of persons, The letter stated in part: “Wadena
never had o feel ashamed of anything Mr, Willls did or said
during or after any game, He was always a gentleman, doing
what he felt was right. He ls a man of deep courage, He never
quit his team” To which we'd like to add: “His teams also
played Interesting basketball.” , . , New sports editor of the Fer-

Scoring Leaders

All games ]
Hopkins (S)......... ... 26.8 BITALCT 1o CTAM
Gross (B).....c..ue..... 21.5 T A
Tomlianovich (C-1)....19.2 - A :-'
Stoneman (W)......... 18.2 Croibparenian ., b}
) Brainard 73
Kern (C-1).....ovvennnnn.. 17.3 menlﬂlli 13
I
1955-64 L1 TL I 1 ¢
Varsity Coath migsTaTe stan]
Emhr-;un;un e bk
e e
i’g Wik |k
= = hifeln ..., I 4
E‘t L
Y 1964 Champions
{“", = District 24: Brainerd
| 5 Region 6: Benson
1 State: Luverne
M, Withig

Mid-State All Conference:

Steve Sundby Jim Walz

8.8 ppg 12.1 ppg
The Indians will return a number of key players for
the 1964-65 season under new coach Whitey Aus.
They include junior Don Stoneman (18.2 ppg) and
sophomores Dave Cambell (6.3 ppg) and Tony
Schiller (4.6 ppg).

25



Wadena Indians Basketball
1964-65

FRONT--Jon Weiland, Coach Aus, Merle Bounds, BACK--Dave Campbell, Phil Richter, Larry SChi}}er’
Steve Nelson, Don Stoneman, Jerry Fiskum, Gary Johnson, Mark Uselman. Missing--Brent Grangruth,
Tony Schiller.

AUS TO COACH: Milford (Whitey) Aus, 28-year-old native
of Rugby, N. D., who was assistant varsity cage coach at North
Dakota the past two years, succeeds Harold Willis as basketball

Coach Melford “Whitey” Aus 1964-70

Season Record: 10-11
Mid-State: 4-6 (4"
District 24: 3-7 (5')

WADENS INDIANE
SEASON'S RECORD:
TS ¥51L. OP 1,00
Cosch Whitey Aun

Wadans Ti. Varndais 35,

Ol Lakes 51, Wadens Al
Walker 44 Wageng &t
Croaby-lronion &), Ywadena 51,
Farlk Hapidy . Wadena
Waderra §5. Schoka 3.
Wadena 5[ Actikin 40

Slapled &Y. WAdeERA ¥l
drarnergd 8§, Wadernpg 59

LiMie Falty 51, Wadsre A4
vaderma 47, Park Rapids 40 (owt),
WwWadens 5i. Perkham 51
Wadena 3. AlbeIn a4
Brainesd 44, YWadens 58,
Crotby lrpnton Al Warsna £,
Littin Falls 20. YWagena 52,
Wadans 1. Shapies 47
Wadernak &6 Dy Lakey 50

[ J ]

I

Wadena Greatly Improved

_WADENA'S INDIANS, certainly the Disirier 24 large schoot
quint with ihe preatest ups and down during the 1984-65 season,
cen pent fo rensons for sulfering 10 setbacks in 18 ‘games; hut
Brainord's opening round Districk M (poeney foe Monday s 8
much-strenjithened elut at 1hik 1ime,

Evidence (o that ‘effect arg 187162 and 86-50 wiridup victofies
over Stuples end Dedrob |akes-quints which dealt them 5148 znd
K753 beminps corlier in the scasop when Coach Whitey Aus was
withoul ] rehounder Tony Schuler {ineliplble the first half of
tha season} and 80 senlor Rieward Brent Grangruth mizsed eipht
paries due 1o an inlection,

Schitler has played ibe lasi mine games and has ranged
fram nine Lo [ paints’In séoring to total 114 points, Grangrith
kas nol repatmed the scoring tnuch chat saw him tally 5%
poinis in bis team’s first six pames; however, he did store six
polnis against Deteoil Lakus, o .

Movitg e thir huckeourl where the 1ndigris were not 100, m-
proessive in o A-60 home floor [nss tn the Brainerd Warriors has
heen 62 seniir Don Swwneman, the clab's teading scorer with 321
points in 1% games: He 1oams there with Dave Campbell (146]
points), This pair hit 22 and 21 apiere opainst Staples and 23
amed 1! each agatnst the Lakers, The Schillers, Taoy and Larry )l

geldiid 14 jiqd 1E spainar the | okers
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1964-65 (Cont.)

MIDSTATE CONFLR

GILTRICT 10 STANDING
[Fimal Sraaingy {Flnal)

VY Crmbpirene v
Crauby-Lraston s 8 }
Cotle Eally & 3 Briinivé L
T # 1 Uik Fally L
walIng a. A B Sapies i
H:l-: mm e T Y wadeny U I
:J - e, F Abie 4

District 24 Tournament:

District 24 Scoring

Shimek (LF)........... 19.3
Longfellow (B)........ 18.5
Stoneman (W)....... 17.8
Bothof (S).............. 16.8
Uglem (C-I)............ 15.6

Woadena Upsets Warriors 65-46 in Tourney Opener

Wadena Upsets Flyers 55-52 in Semis
C-1, Wadena Clash’

‘!OURNAHINT IOIIS'
W ? .
iena (4T} ] " MM pof
l Grangruth. P 1“ d L | l’I l:
‘L. SChilper. T 1 1 L] [
T Sehnlier, ¢ 3 1 1 + 15
Lopaman. q 1 1 1 4 i
‘Campell, g T 3 1 1
| Totars M4 s s a7
C 1 taly M M m opt '
Tabyen |f 3 3 L] n'I‘ 'g
Pacarich, F 2 1 1 & 5,
|'J|;|1em |: 4 t 1 £ 15
Ukuta, Fy ] ) 1 4
'Emsr 1.rfnsn-n ] 7 ri 4 1 al
Gaviglig, 1 7 0 1 @ nL
Yatals it e w1 ol
- ITT i
Wadrng I'.I n b 1] 4%,
] 1 33 a3
CHicialt  Lawrence, K!lenl (Evabtia ™

ISPORTS!:

Larry Schiller and Jerry Fiskum defend their basket in a
65-46 upset win over Brainerd in the District 24 quarterfinals.

920 career pts
¥ All Mid-State
i All State Team

DISTRICT 24

Tony Schiller

13.3 ppg
All Mid-State

Stoneman drives on C-|
in 43-42 title game loss.
March 13, 1965

Don Stoneman (l) and Jerry Fiskum (r) each
score close in vs the favored Brainerd Warriors.

1965 Champions

District 24: C-I
Region 6: Henning
State: Minnetonka
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1965-66

Tony Schiller Jim Fiskum  Larry Schiller Francis Plautz Chuck Folkstad Arlen Damlo

District 24
Mid-State

|\ Dave ‘Steve
Campbell Nelson

Coach Aus
1964-70
3 P.OR.TS/
S T
- . MID-STATE CONFEREN
Detrolt Lakes 46 Wadews DIS'[[C". 2 (Firal Grangings)
BRI 46 2 e veeeae s adena .
Litr!.e Falls 35 e Wadena , o Eratlny-lrptilne [ I |
Records |[ioes i Naem vt B B
Long Pmlrle 6. e Wadena Wilsna 4 1
S - 14-7 Croshy-Ironton 56 .. ... .. Wadena B FrT F
eason: 1a- East Crand Forks 44 . ... . Wadena l Lille Pails .. y ¥
Perham 49, ... ov iy, s Wadena ':Ir' t“ . I |
Mid-State: 6-4 Staples 81....... vy e o Wadena: |
Altkin 48....... i - Wadena, a
Little Falls 37........... Wadera
District 24: 4-5 Morris 48 .. ... igeies: Wadena 47
Verndale 43.....v....... Wadena 61 All Conference
Park Rapids 84 ........., Wadena 65
Tournament: 2- | Crosby-Iroaton 47 . ... ... Wadera 39 .
1 2:1:&111&1:%‘368.‘.._“_.”,__Wadena 59 Tony Schiller
taples 33 .. ............ Wad 60 ;
Detroit Lakes 53 ..... .., ,wad:gj 81 All Mid-State
13.8 ppg

Ave
Dave Campbell
Bothof (S)......... 205 pOpt vy
Longfellow (B)....16.1 11.5 ppg
Pierson (LF)....... 15.6 '
Brady (C-I)......... 14.9
Baier (S) ............ 14.2 1966 Champ|0ns

T. Schiller (W)....13.8 Sietrict 24 G

Region 6: Henning
State: Edina
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1965-66 (Cont.)

24th District Tournament

Quarterfinals
Wadena 72
Menahga 55

Warrors i Revenge Match with Wadens

Note: In the 1965 District 24 tournament the 8-10 Indians surprised Brainerd (13-5) with a 65-46 quarterfinal
victory. In this 1966 tournament the 18-1 Warriors were determined to beat the 13-6 Wadena team.
However, Wadena had other plans....

'Indians Spill
Brainerd, 50-49

MINNESOTA STATE HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE

%%ig} SA Rangers Nudge
rournamenTs i PineRiver,48-47

T T LT

L T B R 4 B " ! n

i 141 Wadens, G Clsh for Dishict 24 Cage Tie Aga

Puw, 8 ., i1 5 31 h — Coreen A e Vb —_—

Damin, @ TR B A

Fowstad. ¢, 0 0 D 1 0 ‘

et Rebounder Wins, 40-38

'i"_:m'ﬂ“ﬁ 1 | ‘f '?' ";"‘ F; ‘Ig “RBY JIM WALLACE

Pauiwil, 1 A S Hero lwo nights in & row 13 the dislinction atlained

Hﬂwﬁ « i ; ; 3 ’: by Jumor forward Tem Muddleton, whose two free

™ - throws with 20 seconds 1o go eliminated Pine River 48-

47 In the District 24 semifinals Thursday and whose re- .
_ bound of a 1ast second shot by Jim Gaviglio erascd Wa-
C-1 Wins dena’s bid for & champienship Friday, 4038

CHAMPS

DISTRICT 24

_ The triumph, third of the seasen for Coach Clay-

Again! ton Kermeen's Rangers over Wadena, sends the Rang- .
o7k inlo next Tuesday's Region Six opening round bal-

1le at Moorhead agsinst ihe Distriet 21 titlisl, either .

Benson or Alberta.

It was the fourth districl crown in seven seasons

for C.J, which has been 2 finalst six ul those seven

(CHmpaigns.

Note of Interest: In the 1966 District 24 Tournament semifinals C-1 beat Pine River 48-47 and then
won the district title by beating Wadena 40-38. In the Region 6 tournament C-I lost to Henning 61-
59. In the MN State Tournament Henning lost to Edina in triple-overtime. Edina won the MN State
Championship beating Duluth East in overtime. Edina would go on to win the next two state titles
as part of their 69-game winning streak.
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1966-67

Coach Whitey Aus. Players L-R starting back: C Folkstad, R Risvedt G Willis, T Dovenmuehle, J Johnson, D Oja, K Browne, D
Stormoen, A Damlo, J Stoneman, F Plautz, R Dahl. Managers Kneeling: G Sliter and J. Matthiae

Records
17 T T e ¥ e e Tt WADENA INDIANS
District 24 Standings Coach Whitey Aus
Crosbydronton 35 10 1968 310 el ue e W0 £ Record: 10-8
Wk 15 8 Iod 1esE 4n4 Sr1 a1 e Points 1,034; Opponents 1,018

Lite Exlis orrr 8 10 1957 Low w7 07 29 17 5 Det. Lakes 55, Wadena 53
Staples «.....oer 6 11 Lo Low I5a 08 27 1o Lal8 Wadens 71, Altkin 60

ﬁésjgpﬁowﬁgf% Wadena $4, Little Falls 31

Park Rapids 78, Wadena §
Rrainerd Daily Dispatch (Minn.), Thursday, Feb, 23, 1967 C-i) 45, Wadena 41

Wadena 45, Verndaie 52

MIDSTATE CONKEREN IS"erh.am “5)6,“\;!1’?!10 5‘4‘
VAN o . aples 40, Wadena
Fradena L "g s e o | |Wadena 58, Aitkin 45
o a4 T Dist 24- 5.4 (2 Eas! Grand Forks $8, Wadens 3}
L:.'lﬂmnn“m """""" ; ; Dist 24 Tourny: 0-1 wlgﬁﬂ. ;:; Ell;:;ﬂl;‘;"n «“
L e ddens 54 . .
T Wadena 6§, Park Rapids 39
-l | Wadena $9. Fergus Falls §2
Crmby-irealon ¢ 8 Quarterfinals . i
Wiy 3 4 Little Falls 52 C- 70! Wadena
et 3 1 wadenadg Wadena 55, Pelican Rapids 4]
i 14 Staples 81, Wadena ¢4
Antla ' Wadena 64, Det. Lakes Sl
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1966-67 (Cont.)

DHATRICT M CORINGD
with W o mory pols)

[ 3 11m 1D ave,
Brady ICY ... H s 41 3
mrﬁ-élj ..... IRt u.,
P W HH; B Y
IF 1 § e A
Padiabn (B1 ... 10 ™ 5 53 28 154
Tom Midd'ton [C-314 #5 3 24 724 114
Oamia (W) .. 13 11 M5 14
m:g; “i e MR TS LS
Ha [ I R T R
Folkatad (W7 . . 1A 74 1171 1911
Respnbavm (&) 1 71 5110 193 10,7
dwingetherg (LF) . 10 1 35 30 184 10.5]
Mardin !I'.I Coe s 18 RN e
Ouan {4 . .. .10 @ KXW o
SRR LR
Ewen (LFL . ... W3RN H

MIDATATE SCORIND

{Thids with 30 oF mors poishi)
lj # firn ip el
[ 1T ? TR AHE K|
Sl PR BT :; - ﬁ LR
($) T EE 1? 1Y
Karmex (LF) . , 10 S8 &1 51 157 ¥4.7
Fanz Wr ... 0 % 1700 TP 10
B rireen rri’u 1643 3 410 B
Tom Miggistan (C:1) 10 9 14 V0 13 1132
Harvals LPR) o 47 21 12 l‘i 114
Damde W) . ... 109 &b 32184 124
Ola W) L 5THIS & PN
Harpr (C-1) BIF B BIRITREF
Hpler 13 . mnm ﬁﬂ T L
Reasnbaum (A) 1024 3 A W23
Iwl (LF] .0 a0 3717102 V0.2
B (LE] .mu;#gﬂ
rfﬁ’}ﬂ-. (W} 'lEEﬂ A B AW
Aadena Pioncer Journdl  Sports
o Eow e e Section

B36-67 Wadena HS. Basketball Varsity . ..

o o8 -
SR >
3 cg‘*@*‘:;\ PRy
3 R 3
& S
$ s)\c'ﬁk,“},,\»"\

" Sports

= Sgciiog

The Starting Five

All Mid-State

Arlen Damlo

12.6 ppg
All Mid-State

14.9 ppg (4™M)

Chuck Folkestad Daryl Oja Dave Stormoen
11.1 ppg 11.8 ppg conf 5.4 ppg
13.0 rpg assists leader

Champions

District 24: Brainerd

Region 6: Moorhead |

State: Edina

Officiol
' Toumament

. Souvenir Program

31



Wadena Indians Basketball
1967-68

L-R
Mark Schumacher
Jeff Johnson
John Flenner
Curt Folkstead
Dave Stormoen
Greg Willis
Francis Plautz - capt
Perry Matter
Ken Anserson
Kip Browne
Daryl Oja - capt

Coach Aus Records

1964-1970 Scledule
Season: 8-12 Detroit Lakes  64.... Wadena 38

All Mid-State Conference | Mid-State: 6-4 (t-39)  |[uitle Fells ~ 44.....Wedena 57

; ; <AL Park Rapids ~ 45.....Wadena 39
D_IStI'ICt 24: 4-5 (Croshy-Izonton 37.... Wadena 56
Dist 24 Tourney: 1-1 Staples 68..... Wadenz 53

[Verndale 69.... Wadena 36
MID-STATE CONFEREN! JPerham 80..... Wadena 87
(Final Standings) Aitkin 48,... Wadena 72

_ WL ILitde Falls  32.....Wadena 71
:'l:luln : ; ; JBrainerd 55.... Wadena 49
Crn‘:;:~lrenton e 4 [PkRapids 49 Wadena 60
Wadena .. ... o 4 [Crosby-Ironton 74. ... Wadena 61
Littie Falls  ..,.... 2 8 |Suples 47..,..Wadena 5]
Park Rlplds ceo. 1% [Crooksten f4.... . Wadena 62
[ Aitkin 39..... Wadena 58

Pelican Rapids 68..... Wadena 59
D"'ﬂd 24 Fergus Falls  80..... Wadega 53

Detroit Lakes 69.....Wadena 44

16.6 ppg ") .. ' 10.5ppg ' wL "o )
Co-Captain 3 i3 Co-Captain Altkia unu:: : :...l: Ig Champions
S225S55P0) | pkes .0 8 L3 Lg1  District 24: Brainerd

DISYRICT 3¢ SCORING g _
(Thess With 00 or mers peints) 1O w8 0 I M Region 6: Moorhead

J. Anderson (B) 18 157 108 78 a2 23! Wadws ... 1 11 108 141 State: Edina
- r . .
B, Plauts (W) 17 107 44 %2 u.oi LidePuis . § 13 05 1M
®. Eich (LK) 18 108 65 227 281 15.4
G. Rosenbaum (A) 18 107 58 24 272 15.)
M. Heler (S) 17 97 54 56 249 u.c'
P. Heglund (C-1) 18 91 78 45 260 14 al
J. Holm (8) 18 94 45 27 X3 129

. Austin u.l-e 18 87 83 40 228 12.7
i. Ande -u W8 #3031 15 218 11

. Sormoen (W) ... .18 76 351 M 1.3

. J (A) 18 53 88 34 }92 10.7
& St 18 71 47 31 1w 108
g His (W) .. 18 o8 45 25 18] 10.);

. Miller (S} . .8 77 27 24 101 V0V,
X. Backstrom (A} . 18 a5 41 177 o' o
§ Goels, B g2 0 s
B oinatt Vi a BAIS 1:! Stormoen 13 reb Browne
K. rowng (W) T 42 2215 10d 7. 11.3 ppg 10.1 ppg 7.1 ppg
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1967-68 (Cont.)

ﬂ)gﬂtna Pioneer Journal  Sports
56482, THURSDAY, DECEMB,EQ,,:mf"@—f Number 43 S@iﬂ@ﬂ

qend
. o
Wa o,
Wl//pEN,q I TP
S’Orr'f,’ (47 Higy ;;..4,:
&)

Francis Plautz, po-c’:aptaih and
one of the sparks of the Wadena
{Indians) High sotocl five this
season, Was named Friday night
(Jan. 26) o WEC Radio's Al

 State Tear of the Wee

gports Director

-aangunced the-a

on “Prep Parade’’; .

\Rh'uey Lttt ourt
A § Qasv >
?\?f“h?li&ms final anotd
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1968-69

LEFT TO RIGHT: Pob Zosel, Jeff Johnson, John Flenner, Mike Butler, Paul Driggers, Greg Willis, Scott Knutso]
Paul Schmidt, Kip Browne, Scott Pettit, Don Heins.

ReCordS * &k * * * Kk * k & * & *

x * & x * K Willis, Browne 15.9, 15.8
District 24 Siandmgs To Lead District 24 Scorers

L TP OF FT FTM Per.

Cd vvivinnnacnn ll 2 1143 W5 83.5 50 5 255 2 556 .

Little Falls ..... 10 & 1098 1881 €00 80.0 2% 187 636 -

Wadent ... ..... & )0 1074 1054 S59.9 5.6 301 18R 842 A” M Id State
Aftkin o.an .o 7 1) 486 1638 544 574 282 194 60

Staples «.ooiiann 7 11 847 1017 526 565 192 161 545

Brainerd ....... & 12 1084 §142 $0.2 634 238 147 IR

\
-
N

)
Greg Willis Kip Browne
15.9 ppg 15.8 ppg
.- — . (11 rpg) (80% FTshooter)
MIOSTATE SonRRECE Champions

Crosby-ironton ... .. v l‘- I,': 2‘; District 24: Crosby-Ironton*
Little Fllll A I 542 Region 6: Crosby-Ironton*
\:,::,':: o ; : ﬁ‘} 35 State: Rochester John Marshall
Altkin ... .. ... 3 7 92 548 *Durmgthe regular season Wadena defeated C-1 on
Park l!lpidl 0 10 420 453 | the road, snapping a ten year 21 game losing streak

@ | vs the Rangers. C-1 went on to beat Little Falls by 2
) ) o to win District 24 and beat Pelican Rapids by 1 in
Season: 10-11 @ e

: y (™ | double OT to win Region 6. C-I finished 3 in the
Mid-State: 5-5 (t-3"%) \s/ | 1969 State Tournament.

District 24: 3-6 (4™) i : -
Dist 24 Tourney: 2-1 (3 Coach Aus (1) Wadena Stuns G-l Rangers
Asst Coach Luna 62-55, 1st Indian Victery
Over Croshy in Ten Years
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1968-69 (cont.)

Tohn Flenner

Wadena Stuns C-1 Rangers

62-59, 1st Indian Victory

Over Croshy in Ten Years

RON SCORI

Wadena {62 U'G "I pT p ‘

Biowne 5 10 220

Butier 1] n 1 il

Willis 8 4 4

Johnson 3 1 3 7

Flenner 2 2 1 % ‘

Schmit 2 0 2 4 |

Knutson 2 1 2 5 i

TOTALS 22 18 18 g2

C-I (55) .

Rinde 4 0 3 18

fleglund 6 4 5 16

Taylor 4 1 2 9

Zanhar 8 3. 1 19

Davis y 0 0 5 0 -
Endrize © 0 S0 3 0

Saul a0 0 0 e

lann 01 0o 1 .
Anderson 10 03 2 Kip Browne
obinson 0 0 ’
?(lun 0 np .1 0 32 pt high game

-

TR L

Jeff Johnson

Jeff Johnson
Assist Leader

John Flenner
16 pt high game
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The 1970’s Seasons

Wadena Wins First District Since ‘43

Decade Win/Loss Record

109 - 107

Wadena Goes Overtime
To Win Mid-State Title

The Best of the ‘70s

Season Record

20-3 1974

Mid-State Conference

Champions 1974 (11-1)

District 24 Tournament

Champions 1974 and 1978
1974 Title Game: Wadena 60 — Crosby-Ilronton 52
1978 Title Game: Wadena 50 — Staples 47 DISTRICT 24

Indians nip Cardinals
for District 24 title
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1969-70

L-R: Don Hines, Scott Pettit, Paul Schmit, Scott Nelson, Curt Wussow, Bruce Dovenmubhle,
Scott Knutson, Mark Vierkant, Mike Lindberg, Mike Butler, Bob Larson and Bob Zosel
(Note: Last year of one-class tournament)

District 24 Standings

(Finalh This Wadena Indians basketball team was
W L TP of 0ADA T FIM comprised of some really good football
Altkin o0 126 78 880 5L)ALE BT 2IEY gavers. As cagers the top three leading

L:ﬂ::{ﬂ”"'g E 1;:': ]'g:: ;g: ggg 32; ;ﬁ scorers averaged between 7-9 ppg. There

Cd veonnnn B 10 w4 960 532 533 254 18|l Were no all-conference selections. The
Staples ... $ 14 740 1,029 439 372 & I highlight of this season would be a split with
Wadena .......2 16 61 979 435 344 180 W) arch rival Staples.

Records This was coach Aus’
Season: 2-17 final  year. He
Mid-State: 1-11 (7t) continued to teach at
District 24 Tournament: 0-1 Wadena High School

until his retirement.

1970 Champions

District 24: Aitkin Next season would marl_< the beglr_mlng ofa
. new era with Lowell Roisum leaving Battle
Region 6: Melrose

Lake to assume the head coaching duties
State: Sherburn (ne final one-class tournament) at Wadena.

Coach

Whitey Aus
1964-1970

A-Squad Coach: Me. Whitey Aus
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1969-70 (cont.)

District 24
op Scorers

SEORING
[Thase with 0 ar more points]
& g I 1T fed gk
‘Wolters [LFI CRETR IR Ry
Elire 4] 17T 1
Klgin {Bi 1" BB df 35 204 1.7
arriy B T TRIRLE. FRIL

AFLEILE 1.'i il 1 1M 1ha
JEECELHA Lhb TNV

Wadema

WADEMA INDIANY
Coach Whikey &g
Rected: 3-14
TR T4k QF W%
C-1 %5, Wadiha 4%
el Lakes &F. Wadema 5.

fifin 48, Wadena M,
Bemiid)l T3 Walena 3,
Park Eapids ME. Wadena &1
‘Wadena M. Shaplen I3,
‘Wadesa %3, Perham 24,

Liflie Falls 3. Wageny 43,
Der. Lakea 43, Wedeas 30,

-1 4L, Wadepa 11
aifkie %, Wadena &,

FPark Rapigy I8, ‘Wadand 53,
Gledapdrd 90, Wadena 58,

Hapies 4], 'Wadend 1J7.
Branerd 36, Wadens 30,
LiMEe Fally 40, Wagenn 45,
Tergug Falis 4T, Wadena 41,
Bagk Cenlrp 40, Widena H.

W
Crefroit Lakes 10
Fark Rapids F
Littie ¥Fails L]
-1 B
Sl 5
Slaples 1
Wiadena 1

Wadena Wins
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1970-71

. r———— el

Bottom L-R: Tom Conzemius, Kevin Berg, Steve Skalisky, Curt Wussow, Dave Bruininga, Alan Schumacher,
Mark Vierkant, Bob Larson. Top L-R: Roger Dubois, Ricky Schwartz, Arlen Johnson, Frank Kohoutek, Duane
Schwartz, Dan Sweere, Harold Johnson, Don Schmidt, Jim Koranda.

Records
Season: 2-16
Mid-State: 0-11
District 24 Tournament: 1-1

Wadena 100 Backus 48 (play-in game)
Wadena lost to Verndale (quarterfinals)

1971 Champions

District 24: Crosby-Ironton

Region 6: Melrose

Class A: Melrose 43

Class AA: Duluth Central 54
(State Champs)

| S—

For the second consecutive
year there were no all-
conference selections.
However, junior Kevin Berg
averaged over 10 ppg and
sophomore Frank
Kohoutek saw significant
playing time.

Note:

After winning only one regular season
game in coach Roisum’s first year at the
helm, Wadena defeated Backus 100-48 in
a District 24 play-in game. Later that spring
at the WHS Athletic Banquet Coach
Roisum shared a story from the night of that
game. His wife, Kathy, did not want to
travel to Brainerd to watch Lowell’s team
lose another game. When Lowell returned
home, after the game, he had a huge smile
on his face and Kathy asked why? Lowell
exclaimed, “We scored 100 points tonight!”
Kathy asked, “Who won?”

DISTRICT 24

Effective this season, in the new two-class format,
the previous District 24 schools all are in the small
school Class “A,” except Little Falls and Brainerd

are in the large school Class “AA.”

by CHAMPIO
PLACE N
- 700 PM, | 830 PM,
TUES,, MAR. 9:
TUES, MAR 2.  Staples
.
g 700 M,
8:30 P.M,
Foquot ks 830 PM.
THURS, MAR, 4 Verndale
Ml a0 o Coach
AN . Roisum
8:30 PM, . 1970-1984
Backus
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Wadena Indians Basketball

1970-71 (cont.)

Dist 24 play-in game:
Wadena 100
Backus 48

WADEHNHLA IRDIAMHYS
Coach Lawell Boium

Record
W TP, |LQUW QP

i-1%

wadenadl, Perbiam I8

Lo, Wadeia 44

Detra Lakes 5% Wadena 18

Ain 55, wadena 47

Fark Mapidy 79, Wadena Ss
Staples ], wadena 44

Litle Failly 6l, wadena 48,
Bramerd 3%, Wadena 4§
Cretrol Lakes P I, 'Wadena 5)
C-171, Wadena 54

Aatkin i), wadena b
Bemidy &4, Wadena 28

Fark Hopidsy 48, Wadena 41

Shaples LA, Wadena 4.
flelrove 89, Wadena 14

LetMe Fally gasme cancellgd

Fergus Faily game canceilwd,

hauk Contre 10, Wadena 54
Loy loagt 24 Toarmey

Mark Vierkant-sr,

Brainerd .- ...

Adkin
Saphes <. o
Wadena .-.--..

District 24 Standings

{Large Schanls}
w L TP OF (A DA
1 % L1 480 63E B TTOIEF e
S EL O I Y ik gk 8Lt AET 261 I5T €21
A0 Mx ER1
I8 R - J 5 L
i3 2a0 RL1 542
2% ITE 56

ET FFM PPt

Lol B oLpET ST
L% Wm0
6 1 L0222 L0on 3

| BRAINERD DALY DISPATCH |
LT\

10 Broinerd Daily Dispatch {Minn.), Monday, March 8, 1971

Tom Conzemius-jr.

W ey 100, Hachoy 43
wARENA an, lg 1 Mmool tp
Berg t I 1 1 r 1%
KRILEY LI -
Ridladh, = I N B T
SwERFE I I T B T
Eehrradl g i+ 1 5 -5
yyiow | T4 o4
Eohtatin o o4 o0 1 @
Tolary . W0yt o
FERMLALE 1y, dg liaym ol o
G Carr o0 7 @ B
Frtvar t S T T
T akailh oo (I T N -
allahgn o 1 5 4 4 1
F'-E'ur.-rr:., i 3. 4 403 13
Totall #Holw ok o1mon
Sahrines
Sl nd W= —4d — e
PUFREg e [4— 11— 42— 12

Wadena 66 Verndale 72
(Dist 24 quarterfinal)

CATA, RORL 11T WeabIe e Te T

Wadena taced B o 2008 Lead
at the sueeter over the Wol-
verines, seluer ik wen only Lhree
ol 1T ginnes ks sfosidil (el
spw the undersized ancd oo L-
e Langhowe  Lexgue clyh
vateb fire 1o elimb wislin vighil
E 0 o] EELY N o T T o L T T - W R ERTE
jwmp shaots by resenve Lany
AEcAdLister,

Wadeliad pegtalairs v o turbed
w ouelben wnod poared w12
poitts 10 3 lane 12-Jupl junip
shel By Ifuss’ Hesve to open
dp a A5 edge ot [Eeerimis-
sion limee, I Was Mk ot the

third piried's ckose oud e
cromil Wik in suEspense wlind k-

vr Wadenp wounkd hid ticr ven-

rary ntirk a5t led 15-1H with

MEseconds b 5o, | .

A foul owef @ Backus  plaver
ab 1zt peAnl viginalby  a=saoeed -
Wielena of petling anollier stea’
at ahe basks. W _omeisied, b
Bt Juoiaet centey Thve Broinin-
paowas bt o kg i1 Dack
a1 owem odn witle e secpimds
reetlEning, BHywieings wos given
A hig eecoplion hy - hoppas Wa-
demit Bans ailer ke final horo
siunelucl.

Long-time TDURNAMENT BGKES
Asst. Coach
Chuck Luna WADENA 1041 fg Apdnm gl g
Gery. | 0 7 4
Sovdbarnl, 1 LA S I I
ShAlisky, £ - 5
Swiede, i v ¢ 0 @
Lehimidl, g | B S
Wik, | b I T - B |
Rehiutek, | 1 & 3 0
Lareg, e ¢ ¢ 1 0
Fglial, | LI
Rrmegd, © é 3 & 41
Cehemhiyg, § | Vg ¢ 3 ¢
 Semwarty | | B B B |
Uorehanitl, g [ I ST - P
Sehymnacher, | b oo ! 8
olizon, | [ T I I I
F. Kohoutek Foraln W o9 7 Bm
Sophomore | EASAUL (43 fg 1 mpl tg’
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1971-72

A i

i ol

Front Row: T Conzemius, J Willis, D Dovenmeuhle, B Brummer, R Bruininga, A Schumacher, K Berg, J Wensman

Back Row: Coach L Roisum, G Brown, D Sweere, F Kohoutek, B Messer, J Johnson, A Johnson, R Schwartz, JV Coach H Willis

Records

Season 5-17
Mid-State: 3-9 (6)
District 24 Tournament: 1-1

Play-in game:
Wadena 72 Backus 38

Quarterfinals:
Wadena 56 Verndale 83

1972 Champions

District 24: Crosby-Ironton

Region 6: Melrose

Class A: St James 60 (State Champs)
Class AA: Mounds View 52

Coach

Lowell Roisum
1970-1984

Kevin Berg
| All Mid-State

Jr. Frank Kohoutek and soph. Jebb Willis
averaged 11 and 10 ppg respectively.

Bl |

!

&

The season highlight may have come in a game
at Crookston. The Pirates had a very good team
and with 2:30 to play Crookston led 69-57.
Wadena came back and with 12 seconds to go,
and down by one, here is what happened after
Ralph Bruininga snared the rebound from a
missed one-and-one free-throw by Crookston:

Crosiston with 12 seconds remaining. “Big Ralph leaped above the bhackboard and
gathered in Lhe vehound on bis way down, The outlet pass was to Willis and then after the
time Jine was pass the hall hit Frank on the side. Kohoutek passed the ball to Willis by the
Ireg: trow circle and there with 3 seconds remaining Jebb cast forth the historic shot (70-
). 81 “B" tearn junir varsity and varsity members jumped inunison, Mr, Mead and Mr,
Waldeh! vire shaking with excitement and Harold fainted,

“Harold” was asst. coach and Jebb’s father.

“Baldy” Waldahl wrote this article for the PJ.
Baldy had a great sense of humor.

1B -PLOR TS/
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1971-72 (cont.)

District 24 Tourney Pairings w W I
CROSEY - IRONTON gy
MOTLEY 37 Hon., Mlerch, 6 a1 6% a .
T:00 p.m,
regsn | s o District 24 5
P Thurs.. Mwch @ C=T .
FANE AIVER 50 sEwa 7:00 p.m. | S “-“r];lf-" Soho
. w L T OF
., Mewrch §
e IS A Ea C1 covveenn b 4 1,335 1,728
F:00 pm. CONSDLATION CHAMPIONSHIP Bealnerd o007 & LE3T LERD
FEEOTRE T3 i March 10 Fri ey 10 Little Fabls ...13 7 L3z LI7]
I T o 7 p———— stoples .-....1% 7 LME8 1035
Tow., Fab. 28 %60 . S ENT1TE] - B B P LN O
H-py . R denie woee. 4 1B LMHT 126D
L o
B viasgne gy QISTRIET M SCORING
wagena 72 Tuss., ’ [ Thate with ¥3 o1 more manhsl
2300m, ?l Tl I Pt r;Jm.
i o = Ericaan (8 U 19 G 3 % Ihy
[T . Mcoraih {LFp B I8 T4 19 354 (74
| U MlllIer (LF} TR R TR
) Gt E ] & H R4 3 114
vs Backus Kohoutek  aicaiks 1t F) B 73 M05 db 759 1T
Hatder |A} MM T )
WADENA (M) g 1t fim of 1o NLIS (31 1@ e i i
Barg. | ryn Kaheulek (W Bi 558 3B 114
Coneembs, 1 1 0% 1 4 Memarlcksan [E) 14§ 35 1% 153 144
Brulningy, ¢ Y421 N W (w1 19 & 5511 192 1.7
K ohdutek, I I I Razh |52 ST TR -
Wwills, 9 701 7 & Shlmak ILF) M OE T14N 195 14
Corvinrtusihia, | 10 ¢ 112
SChamBcMr, © B A |
Wingnan, | #0900
m}m.l { : : : II :
4 Johmon, STH
Brymmer, © I § 4 17
A, Johnsod, § F e 0 b
rown, ¢ 10012 \0
Schwarts g $ 10121 °
Tolals #nNun s-}
BACKUS I Iyt gl 1 e

] &

vs Verndale

WAOEMA ()
]

b0 T T o

e i | PR, €

K ohoute,

i.lI‘I i

£ onfemive |

D # P Pty b,

BR UINI.\'G.} SHOOTS-ever the oulstretched arms of Panther Paul Carter (No. 40) Frida
night at the junior high gym, Posltioning for the rebound is Jebb Willis (No. 23), Panther

Lthaur&' )i)iede (No. 30) and Kevin Berg of Wadena (No. 41). Wadena won 48-36, (P.J. Spord

e |
[T A —

Talfah
yERROALE 11}

= o S — . |
=
-gi'-uhun-a

|1; [ -l--H-l!
i: F' i s s 1 e e :';
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1972-73

e

=)

4 { {8 !
"\ S d N

e

«

DISTRICT 24 e

Front: Roger Olson, Greg Brown, Steve Speed, Daryl Dovenmuehle, Jeff Wensman, Kim Wood, Jake Beckel, Duane Steffens

Back: Coach Roisum, Tommy Merickel, Mark Beckel, Jebb Willis, Duane Vandenberghe, Tom Hamerlinck, Galen Bayer, Jon
Wensman, Rick Grewe, Jon Walker, Coach Luna

A .500 Team: WADENA INDIANS
Season Cosch Lowell Ralswm
Wadena &0, Perham &
_12'12 Wadena 47, Oef. Lakes 44,
Mid-State Wadens 48, Ailkin 47
6-6 Wadena 55, Park Rapigs 43
. . SfﬂplEl &5, Wadena 43
District 24 Redwagd Falls &0, Wadena 51
Tourney Wadena 71, Montevides 49
22 Liltle Falls &1, Wadona
(Semifinal loss to | ywadgna 56, Bamid|i 5 {ovi]
CI) Brainerd 71, Wadena 70 (avi]

C:| 89, Wadena 5]
MID-4TATE CONFERENC biet. Lakes 4%, Wadena &l

{Final 51'”'"£‘JL wagena ol, Aitkin 50
(11T [ ——— b

Coach Roisum

Wadena &1, Park Rapids 40
Saphes 70, Wadens 9
Crookston 5, Wadena 36
Wadena 5, Glenwood 431
Little Fally 71, Wadena 55
Melroge &1, YYadena 52
Wadena s, €-1 5%

Sub-Distrigt Tourney
Wadena 81, Backus 12

District M Tournzy
I Wadena 83, Molley 3

District ¢
WL

Iitde Falls ,,,.... 14 B
Crosby-Tromen ".... 11 5

1970-84 Altkln ......... 12 8
Staplenrd.......... 12 4

. Braine P |

1973 Champions Wadena . oone 10 10

District 24: Staples
Region 6: Melrose
Class A: Chisholm 56
Class AA: Anoka 63

(State Champs)

District 24 Scoring Leaders

GISTRICT i SCORIHG
(Thowe with # ar mors poinis)

f -
Morgan (B} ;1.”.”_R 12X 45 ) iy

Earquidn L1, ... 188 40 O 72
Marten {5] einnian 2 VIB W 2T THA
Wil (W1 o.ean I 73 54 23 240
Holdar (&) ..ui0p.. 0 107 41 25 225
HIVELF) ooesanaa il 107 52 1 204
MWernik lsj [ N1]] -'n".ﬂ lﬂ 55 1' Fil
Wadhlifew|82 (LF] . 20 %8 51 341
wold {A) ... - 9 8 48 7 M2
Mohoulek (W) ,..... %] 5% 4d 20 156
R. Barders [B),....%0 %2 47 211 b
wioais (LF] .. ..... o M 71 AT Tl

1 Hmoip eve,

L% |

- J—
o

R et Pt W et S e B e

...._.
-t
=

e

Kohoutek, Wensman, Vandenberghe, Willis and Coach Roisum

All Mid-State

Jebb Willis - 14.1 ppg
(2X All-State Team of the Week)

Honorable Mention
Frank Kohoutek — 12.0 ppg
Jeff Wensman — 5.3 ppg
Duane Vandenberghe — 7.9 ppg
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1972-73 (cont.)

Returning letterman for the '72-'73 season.

(Willis, Dovenmuehle and Kohoutek)

Rick Grewe (jr)
scores on a layup.

Wadena’s Jeff Wensman
(sr) battles for a rebound
against Motley’s Randy Frisk.
The Indians (11-10) went on
to defeat favored Motley (17-
3) to advance to the District
24 semifinals.

Frank Kohoutek (sr)

The three-year starter left a huge void
when an injury in the 13" game of the
season ended his high school career.

Duane
Vandenberghe (jr)

Jebb Willis (jr)

" 1adt nlght e Rangers lvmed
In & stcong defenaive «fiom thal
hetd the Indians 10 jusl 28 poibls
In the Mrsl thret periods aod
:llmml Wadena's keading sooter

Jubh WILF w net only thres
Fnhm all three coming ia lhe

i

' PnIJ-zh nnl}' “Halled” seven, but’

eomplemented GT'a four- man
2o, defemse By chasing . Willis
Ubirouliodl the gazee. Willis lind
acored 10 and: I- - Imimt twe
meetings ik CL ;

NOTE: The Indians were playing very well by season’s end. Their final regular season game was at C-l. The Indians
won 63-55. The game prior to that found Wadena at Melrose, the eventual Region 6 champion. Melrose won in a close
game. In the District 24 semifinals loss to C-1 Wadena ran into a “box and one” that they could not overcome. In the
next year’s district title game C-I relied on the same defensive strategy, but with different results.
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1973-74

B. Ericson, R, Olson, R. Tappe, B. Burns, R. Brune.

Willis, R. Grewe, T, Merickel, Asst, Coach Luna, ROW 2 - D. Frost, G. Skalman, D. Freer, D.

ROW 1 - Head Coach Rolsum, Trainer K. Baden, D. Steffens, J. Wensman, D. Vandenberghe, T. Hamerlinck, J.

Lindner, K. Luna,

Records
Season: 20-3

Mid-State: 11-1 (1%

District 24 Tournament: 3-0 (1%)
Wadena 60 C-I 52

Region 6: 1-1 (3)

quenn Wins First District Since ’4ﬂ

By JIM WALLACE

Wadma's indians, champicns of the Mid-Sate con-
farence and riow sporfing o 19-2 record heading inta the
Ragion Sixfoyrnaman of Moorheod Monduy 1o facs un-
beaten Melrose, prasentad the school its first Disteict 24
high schocl baskerball champiombip in 31 years here
Fricoy nigh,

Bcoring a third victory this season over the Crosby-
lrontan Rongers, this time by o &-32 seore, Coodch
iowell Roisum's hustling quint brosght Wadena its faurth
districy ditle f all time and pravented C-| fram atteintng
its 24h.

In rernsals dating hock te 1925, Wodeno bos goln-
ed 1ha finale just 10 fimes. After winning 33-25 over C.|
in 1943, the Indions [ost fhe next senson 1o the Rongars,
36-37; fell to Broinard 50-47 in 1950 loat to Aitkin ¥3-48
in 1959; end took it an the chin twice Fram the Rangers in
1965 (43.42) and 1966 (40-38),

Wodena didn't g this win put away untit lohe in the
final pariod despite charging from o 27-23 halttims lead
to a 17-point spread of 5437 ot the close of the third
sanzd as C-| searad nine of the next 11 points to rail by
iust 10 paints of 5646 with 3:20 to olayv,

WADENA INDIANS

Coach Lowell Roisum

14 Wins, Two Losses

TP 1,076, OP 937

Wadena 63, Perham 50,
Wadena 39, Aitkin 0.
Wadena 60, Park Rapids 47.
Wadena 57, Staples 42,
Little Falls 73, Wadena 57,
Wadena 41, Morris 54,
Wadena 48, Crosby-Iranton 38,
Wadena 84, Brainerd 57.
Wadena 78, Det. Lakes 57,
Wadena 50, Aitkin 47,
Wadena 62, Park Rapids 46.
Wadena 75, Glenwoad 40,
Wadena 65, Staples 50,
Wadena 56, Little Falis 52,
Crookston &5, Wadena 19.
Wadena 69, Bemidi 41.
Wadena 57, Crashy-Ironton 41,

District 24 Standings ||

{Large Schools)
W L
Little Falls ..., 17 1
Wadena ..... 14 2
Crosby-lrentan 10 7
Aitkin ., ... 8 10
Stoples . ... .. & 11
Brainerd , .., . 3 15
Mid-State
Wadena 11 1
L Falls 10 1
C-I 8 3
Det.Lakes 4 7
Aitkin 48
Staples 2 9
Pk.Rapids 1 11

Wadena 56, Dat, Lakes 52 (ovt

Coach Roisum

1974 Champions

District 24: Wadena
Region 6: Melrose
Class AA: Bemidji 42
Class A: Melrose 58
(State Champs)
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Season Highlights

Season Record: 20-3

Through 2019 this is the only Wadena boy’s
basketball team to win 20 games in a season
or to win the conference and district titles in

the same season. .
Indians Surprise

Notable “W’s” ‘Jacks, 63-61

In a February ten-day stretch Wadena beat

#3 ranked “AA” Little Falls at home, lost at #9

ranked “A” Crookston and won at, eventual

“AA” state champs, #5 Bemidii.

Wadena Upsets Flyers, 56-52

The three “L’s”

The 3 losses: at Little Falls (#3 class “AA”) in
Dec., at Crookston (#9 class “A”) in Feb. and
in the Region 6 semis vs Melrose (#1 class
“A” and overall state champs (27-0) by
defeating class “AA” Bemidji).

Mid-State Conference Champions

The Indians won the conference title with an
11-1 record. Two big wins came late in the
season when Wadena avenged their only
conference loss by beating #3 class “AA”
Little Falls 56-52 in Wadena. This would be

the Flvers’ onlv conference loss.
Wadena Goes Overtime

To Win Mid-State Title
To win the conference the Indians needed to
beat Detroit Lakes, on the road, in the last
game of the season. Earlier, at Wadena, the
Indians had crushed D.L. 78-52. In the
rematch Wadena prevailed, but it was not
easy. The final score was 56-52 with
Wadena winning in overtime.

Mother nature gets an assist for Wadena’s
outright  Mid-State  Conference ftitle.
Christmas break 1973 saw all Minnesota
public school activities cancelled due to the
energy crisis. No makeups were allowed.
Wadena was unable to play two non
conference games on its Holiday schedule.
Little Falls (finished 10-1) was scheduled to
play at Crosby-lronton (finished 8-3) but that
game was never played.

The District 24 Tournament

Meeting Staples and Crosby-Ironton in the
District 24 Tournament allowed the Indians to
win for the third time against each team that
season. That may have never happened
before or since..

Teamwork

In 23 games, on average, there were three
players in double figures for each game. In one
game all five starters scored in double figures
and in nine games there were four. Each
starter led the team in scoring at least once and
each of the 4 senior starters led the team in
scoring at least twice. This team ended the
season with more assists than any team in that
decade.

Five All Mid-State Honors

CHAMPIONSHIP

12100 Basbetfall
= =] AllMid-State o upuAmENT
=
Rick Grewe f(-"ﬁ
14.5 ppg .
All Mid-State
Mid-State Title AllState fm —
Jebb Willis
o Armesae - District Title

Duane Véndenberqhe

8.8 ppg |
All Mid-State

‘1:,,‘{;/
TOURNAMENTS Honorable Mention
w

Roger Olson

@

ﬁ 8.5 ppg "
« = id- O
LS All Mid-State *’#

L ) Honorable Mention /
L &b

&

o BB

)

Tom Hamerlinck

The Bench

Seniors

Tommy Merickel Jon Wensman Duane Steffens

5 & T
z’ ‘ f’ v a\ ‘:i

Juniors

¥ a4
Rick Tappe

David Freer
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Wadena Indians Basketball 1973-74 (cont.)
Final Season Rankings

CLASS AA

1. Richfield . - |
2. Minneapolis Washbuyrn S
3. Little Falls . ... . 1]
4. Hepklps Lindbergh .
5. Bemidi)
b.
7.
8.
9.

St. Cioud Apollo |, ... o
AMounds View .|
Austin . .

Duluth East

10, Dulutn Centreal 2000000
" CLASS A
e % L (Finaty
- a 1. Melrose e e 18-0
|2 o X 2. . Ehishalm e 17-0.-
\Ny! v g 3 roBay- LT T 16-1
g ‘% 4, (rie) Fuida O 11
; CUirie). Renviile Lo e 180
¢ E 6. Aarshall 182
X . 7. Waseca .16‘-2
8. Tower-Soudan L 1E2
9. .Crooksjon e 13-:}‘
10, Roceri of Cold SkEing .......-- .]ié-z
11, Wadena .. e iiaaaees 1?}
2. Mecpamc_Art Ry
113'. SPllpiﬂngg’ron':-':::: il 182 | Hamerlinck scores over
: L R >
lwg', ﬁf’c‘gﬁ% P 3 | Staples defender in Dist
. 8 CIIY et - o
}g. Sasael e | 24 semifinals.
19. ..‘...\..---.:: .... 53
0. Jasper . ... ..ottt

Grewe drives the lane against
Staples in District 24 semifinals.
Grewe led all scorers with 21.
Wadena (60) fg ft tp
Olson 5 212
Willis 6 214
arewe 5 313
Vandenberghe 4 31
Bemidji’s 6'7” Steve Vogel scores g’aelrgi;gng f 4 8
over the outstretched arms of 0 2
Duane Vandenberghe. Totals 23 14 60
Crosby-Ironton (52)  fg ft tp
Opplet 3 410
Wadena Upsets Flyers, 56-52| Vranisn 3511
L - Midthun 8 521
— — - — Bedard 1 02
Koop 124
Finck 1 2 4
Totals 17 18 53
Hamerlinck % z E.
defends against (@

Melroses 6’8"
Mark Olberding

Grewe scores vs Melrose

oy "4
:.:M,‘r, !
e Vi
LA

helrose Ousts denu\




Wadena Indians Basketball
1974-75

- “Aw an&a&Lﬁ - o1

1st row: B. Skalman, T. Timm, S. Hansen. 2" row: D. Freer, D. Lindner, K. Luna, R. Olson, R. Brune, B. Erlckson
B. Burns, R. Tappe, G. Skalman. 3 row: J. Pilgrim, D. Arnoldy, B. Nyberg, B. Messer, J. Wensman, J. Hamerlinck,
R. Hooten, M. Condiff, M. Grabrian, D. Engstrom.

Records Roger Olson
Season: 17-6 ﬁllll-ﬁ_t;tsetTteam
id-State
id- - 0. nd
Mid-State: 9-3 (2" 14.3 ppg (3
District 24 Tournament: 2-1 (runner-up)
Wadena 49 Crosby-Ironton 61 Dave Freer
All Mid-State
c h - 10.6 ppg
oac Season's Records
WADEMNA INDIAMNS
Caach Luw{'!l Raisum i
T'F‘*I- Fz:n?r.-dﬁ :l:: T ill Icl\ljl -cli- asptp te
WwWadena 38 Perham id-State
ﬁ:gg :; :3: ﬁ:f}lnﬂjl!]pidi 58 Honorable Mention
P i S 11.1 ppg

Lille Falls 88, Wadona 41
Lowell Roisum wadena &%, Pzl Raglgz 4t
Wadena &0, Brainer
1970-84 Wadena 44, Parh Rapids 47
Det, Lakes 68, Wadena 55
Wadena 3%, Glenwond 49
Maorris 54, Wadena 55
Wadena &4, C-1 42
Wadena &4, Aaitlen 41
Wwadena 74, Staples 41
Liltke Falls 84, Wadena 41
wadena 74, Det, Lakes 52
Wadena &1, Crosksfan 5
gemid{i &, Wadena 57
wadens 11, €0 5%

1975 Champions

District 24: C-I
Region 6: Barnesville
Class A: Chisholm 50

Class AA: Little Falls 54
(State Champs)

Reggie Hooten
All Mid-State

Mid-State Conference

District 24
|




Wadena Indians Basketball

1974-75 (cont.)

Wotro P i v

TP L iR
A Backus teom that [ust wouldn't quit gave
fovorite Wodena oll it-could handle for four quar.
fors Mondcgnlgh? of Brainard High School betore
falling 36-53 tn overtime to the defending District
24 champlons,

" Backus, which won ts first post secson game
in 20 years last week when it edged Sebeko 35
84 In the tirst round, pushed the Indions all the
way while o lorge crowd of Wolverine fans
cheered their fovorites on. As they had done
ogoinst Sebeka, the Wolverines staged o tremen-
dous fourth quarter rally, but this fime covld nol
oull out a victorv.

w05 TATE CONFED
IRINAL H'ﬁ" Tl

LNty Felly ... ..M 1
wadenk ... .0t :

":I"H r"'.l'llm -t
Pirk Rapidh ... ...
Cefrof Laked .. ...,
Ribdn . ..
Slaples ... ..

)
A
31
3 ¥
L B}

Skalman

Roger Olson, Rick ===
Tappe and Ross Brune
battle for a rebound in
semi final action vs Aitkin.
Wadena won 49-34.

Roger Olson, Dave Freer, and their team accept

Roger Olson and Reg

| in District 24 title game.

the District 24 runner-up trophy. |

Hooten defend against C-

U

Burns

)
Wadena 49,

“gzz+  Erickson

Aitkin 34

WADEMNS 147

Tolpis .. .
AlTE N 1 14D
Hollmugn, I - .
Fasahamp, !
DmeSanier, o
Anhmsomn, g
Toenity, 4
.
Clapp.q
Poraall |

lataly

Dwarters-
Wadgia
Rilhin

[

e L L L.LL

W = el S

-
-

ooweSawT

ek D

District 24
Title Game
C-1 Wins 61-49
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-
-

WM m A eEB] 8 Sradaam]

-
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A =02 Goeurmwal
L. ADNE R Mo
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Pl b
=1
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TOQURNAMENT BOXES

L ] L
C 1l fg I ftmopl tp
tomnor. ! « L 8 3 0
Rocra. f « 3+ 471
T.nLhk. ¥ ¢ o4 o0 ¥ 12
woop. g . a1 a1
Sl sker, 4 r B F W
TN o & 4 & I
Talan LT O T 1
NADENA 4%} I f itm o Ip
o RS
Tappe, | 4
MR, £ A TR - - |
Frobr. g i 3 0 1 R
LininEr, g 1 1 1 1 %
Aoy, £ o 4 4 1 -}
Sk AImam, g T 0 a9 72
Brune, | 4 ¥ 9 B 2
Torsls 1% M & oW
[« TETLL W
Croihy |ronmton 1 - 4t
.. VoM 7o
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1975-76

Bob Messer,

Front row: (1.r) Jeff Browne, Mark Condiff, Bob Nyberg,
¢ Bruce Sweere, Jim Hamerlinck, Jim
Pilgrim, Jeff Wensman, Reg Hooten, Steve Hanson, Bob
Skalman, Al Stetfens. Back row (l.r): Mark Pierce,

-
il ey - § O
Mark Conzemius, Bill Egan, Bob lken, Dave Foley, Jim

Nehl, Richard Thomson, Don Stover, Mark Hamre, and
student trainer Scott Niska.

Records

Season: 10-12

Mid-State: 5-7 (5")

Sub Region 8-2*:
Semis: Wadena 54 S/R 53 (16-4 2-seed)
Finals: Wadena 41 LF 79 (20-0 1-seed)
*Wadena moved from Class “A” to “AA” eff 1975-76 season.

No. 3 seed Wadena played #2 seed S/R in sub region 8-2
semis (4 teams: #1 seed LF beat #4 seed Brainerd).

WIDATATE CONFENE NE
W onal Yand gyt
e

LvHe Eang
Cranhy 1rpnlgn
Farh @ pad
Db Lavas
Wakeny
Srapie )

ArER

- -
B R

-

Wadenz
Wadena
Wadene
Wadeng
Wadenz
Wadena
Wadena
Wadena
Wadena
Wadena
‘r.ila danil
Wadena
W &d ena
oudena
Wead nd
Wadena
W &de nd
Wadena
Wadena
Wadena

Petham

Aitkin

Park Rapids
Long Praixie
Staples

Little Fells
Breckenridge
Crosby=lronton
Brainerd
Detroit Lakes
Aitkin

Park Rapids
Staples
Brainerd

Little Falls
Fergus Falls
Crookston
Bemidj{
Crosby- [renton
Detrolt Laies

ig 1976 Champions

69 District 24:

19 Deer Creek

49 Region 6:

6 Breckenridge

5l saasubsec?
62 Little Falls

n Region 8AA:
3 Little Falls

% Class A:

7.1 Marshall U (28-0)

7 Class AA:

61 Bloomington Jefferson
64 (27-0)

72 Effective 1976

50 “A” vs “AA” playoff
discontinued.

Reggie Hooten

15.0 ppg
All Mid-State

Jeff Browne
10.1 ppg

(Honorable Mention
All Mid-State as soph)

Bob Messer
(Hon Mention All Mid-State)

Jim
Hamerlinck
(Honorable Mention

All Mid-State as soph)
(Moved to St Cloud,

Jim played for Apollo HS)

Coach

Lowell Roisum
1970-84




Sub Region 8-2 semifinal

.. I »
WADENA, entering the
teurnament with a 311 record 1o

sauk Rapids' gaudy 154, had
trouble with the Rum Itiver
champ's zone defense w he

SALHR HAPIDS, the Rum
fuver Conference Litle winner,
rakes on Wadena in tonight's
| | second sub-regronal garmne at St.
Tloud State’s Halenbeck Hall,
the game slated for an 8:45
start. Sauk Rapids was seeded
Np. 2 into the tourney, featuring
a 16-4 record overall while
Wadena, ™o 3. &nded 911

Wadena 53

second peniod afler the first
rante ended In a 1414 e
thanks ta three goals apiece by
Heggic Hoolen and 6-4
sgphomere  Jim  lamerhnck

Sauk Rapids 52

Jr Reggie Hooten drives the lane
vs favored Sauk Rapids.

Sub Region 8-2
Title Game:

Flyers Finish 20-0]

LF Rips Wodena, 79-41 .|

T T l R
LITTLE FAllS, in striking Mels_sF;
conlrast to its first round 7658 W
win over Brainerd in which jf V/ensman
piled up early leads of 170 a Condiff
233 0 the first period, trai
Wadena 17-18 after one sianag,

Coach Lowell Rowlsum’s youn
Indians worked ta & 17-10 lea
behind some fine moves to the
inside by guards Mark Hamre
and Jeff Browne and 6-4% soph|
ceater Jim Hamerlinck.

Cameron got the lrat goal
and m brskel by Gary Wollera L-R:
matched Hamre's hit from Nyberg
the key ond deive io goal | Steffens
before Arownre drove 1o glve Skalman
Wadena the tead. Browoe fed
lamerlisck for o 1ayop and
Rob Messer tallied op the 2ot :
break A threepolat ph; by S
Reggle Hooten made it 17-10 R
mnd things were looking great
for the Tndians

Al Stoffens
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Wadena Indians Basketball

1976-77

KNEELING: Trainer; S.Niska, J. Browne, R. Hooten, B. Sweere, D. Foley, J. Burns, J. Nehl, Trainer; M. Wood
STANDING: Asst. Coach; Mr. Luna, J. Brown, D. Stover, T. Stinar, D. Hammes, M. Conzemius, R. Thomson, R. Hanson, R.
Thomson, R. Jackson, J. Dull, M. Hamre, B. Anderson, M. Pierce, R. Tappe, Coach; Mr. Roisum

Records
Class AA (2"/ final yr)
Season: 10-11

Mid-State: 6-4 (2")
Sub Region 8AA Sec 2: 0-1
(Brainerd 58 Wadena 57)

1977 Champions

District 24: Verndale
Region 6: Pelican Rapids

8AA Sub Sec 2: Little Falls
Region 8AA: Little Falls

Class A: Winona Cotter (25-2)
Class AA: Prior Lake (24-4)

Effective 1976 “A” vs “AA” playoff discontinued.

i, }‘

. battle for the

| Browne and Foley

2 rebound against the
Fergus Falls Otters.

Reg Hooten
All Mid-State
15.5 ppg (4")
11.6 rpg

Brown
All Mid-State

16.3 ppg (3")
6.6 rpg

Jeff

Honorable Mention

Mark Hamre
8.8 ppg

Tom Stinar (so)
10.1 ppg

Mark Hamre, Reg Hooten, Jeff
Browne and Tom Stinar

Coach

Roisum
1970-1984
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1977-78

Front (L-R) Tim Wegseheld, Mark Freer, Mark Larson, Cralg Wilcox, Jim Heuer, Dan Simmons, Ron Grewe.
Middle: Phil Thelsen, scorekeeper; Randy Tappe, John Burns, Bob Jackson, John Brown, Rod Hanson, Jeff Browne, Dean Hammes, Jim Dull]

Mark Wood, team manager.

Back: Lowell Rolsum, coach; Cralg Walter, Mark McDonald, Russ Thomson, Brad Willls, Ed Christorpherson, Jay Olafson, Dave Hunnicut, Torm

Stinar, Carmen Walter, Charles Luna, assistant coach.

Team Achievements

Season: 15-7
Mid-State: 7-3 (2nd)

Wadena 76 - TRF &5
Wadena 83 6107
Wadene 54- Crookstond?
Wadenn 76 - Aitkin 58
Wadeniz 77 Delioif Lakes 68
Wadena 78 - E.G. Forks 57
Wadena 75 = Staples 83
. Wedena 73 - Breckenridge 72
Wadena 69,  Sauk Centre 47

Wadena 53 Bemidfizz -
Wadena 51 ° Littla Falls 6207
Wadena62 Park Rapids
Wadena74 C.)86. ;
Wadena 54 Fergus Fails 44
adena 66 Detrolt Lakes 52
Wadena 46 Staples 50 -
Wadena 57  Altkin 48
Wadena 57 Park Rapids 58

District 24*: 3-0
Wadena 50 Staples 47 (Champions!)

Wadena 81  Baeckua 4
Wadena 86 Pequot Lakes 66
Wadena 50 Stapies 47

*
After a two-year absence Wadena was moved from class
“AA” back into class “A.”

Region 6: 0-1
Breckenridge 70 Wadena 53

1978 Champions
District 24: Wadena 50 Staples 47

Region 6: Breckenridge
Class A: Lake City (25-1)
Class AA: Prior Lake (24-1)

In 1976 “A” vs “AA”
playoff discontinued.

Coach Roisum
1970-1984

Jeff Browne
18.2 ppg
51% FG

All Mid-State

WCCO All-State

Tom Stinar

12.2 ppg
All Mid-State

David Hunnicutt

9.5 ppg
82% FT
(Honorable Mention
All Mid-State)

(Honorable Mention
All Mid-State as soph)

Brad Willis
¥ 13.5 ppg
. 57% FG
¥ Jr | L 230 reb
. 4 Q -\

Wadena Wins Distict 24 Crowy
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1977-78 (cont.)

Indians nip Cardinals
for District 24 title

m P

Wadena wins District 24 title

for 8t time in school history.

Above, Randy Tappe makes a big basket late in . :
the championship game. Jeff Browne looks to \l=% b
make a pass and he and Tappe battle for a rebound. The Indians win, th

€ nets come

and a very proud coach Roisum enjoys the moment yith his senior captains Tappe and Browne.

. David Hunnicutt
Wadena In Region 6A

Cowboys Repeat
70-53 Over Indians

N 7

1831~ Moorhesd

BRECKENRIDGE (70} fg 1t thm pr 1o Sy ;
esseals, B2 0 a4 8 3
Ekren, | 2 00 ¢ 2 4 1932 —Croaby-Ironton
Eiess. c 7 1 1 o ‘:s 1933 — Bralneed
pp. g 7 0 0 3% -
Yagoie, g 5 ¢ ¢ 1 10 1904 Moortwed
al:;;-.': . v g o1 o 1935 =~ Croaby-Ironton
ck, 4] 1 7 -
Smith. g a 0 1] 1 a 168 - Wadera
Tolbert, ¢ 10 0 o 2 1837 —Lrtisby-lronton
Totals s 12 70 1908 — Crosby-Ironton
;v;;g;srrn 1533 fg“ ft f#m pl tp 1830 — Brackanridge
a:?lw;e_, I 1:«-3mmw
inis, ¢ 4 0 0 3 B 1841 -~ Meorhaact
Slinar, g 4 3 1 2 N
Hur‘-lnlcun,g 4 2 0 6 10 1842 — Moorhead
aller 2 3 1 1 7 -
Anderson g 0 1 o @ J 1841 — Asndrls
Burns o ¢ o 1 0 = 1 1844 — Crosty-Ironton
Tatals n 3 na 5 Y is) > 1945 ~ Ceosby-Wronton
o) p Jro et

Wadena lost 70-53 to eventual Region 6 champion Breckenridge.

Browne (34) and Tappe (22) scramble as Willis (40) looks on. REG'ON V| CHAMP|0NS

18 — Cronhy-Irnton
1647 — Crosby-Ironton
1848 — Crosby-Ironton
49— Brainerd
1950 — Atexandrla
1951 — Brainerd
1952 — Crosby-Tronton
1853 — Moorhead

1954 — Brainerd
1955 — Marris

1956 — Glenwood
1857 — Fergus Falls
1958 — Bralnerd
196 - Hawley

1960 — Melrose

1961 = Sauk Cenire

1962 — Crosby-Iranton
1963 — Sauk Cenrs
1964 — Benson

1965 — Hanning

1966 — Hanning
1967 = Moorhead
1968 — Moorhead
1969 — Crosby-ironign
1970 — Mekose

1971 = Welrose
1972~ Melose

1873 — Melrose
1974 — Melrose

1975 — Barnesviile
1976 — Breckenridge
1977 = Pellcan Rapids
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Wadena Indian

s Basketball

1978-79

Front row (L to R): Mgr. Tim Edinger, Jay Olafson, Ross Tappe, Brett Smith, Kenl
Visher, Dean Eliingeon, Mgr. Gary Umland; middle row: Cralg Waller, Ron Grews,
Dave Hunnlcutt, Cralg Wilcox, Mark Laraon, Brad Willls, Ed Chrlstopheraon; back

row; Coach Lowall Roteum, Paul Schumacher, Brian Backer, Den Simmons, To

Stinar, Jim Heuer, Mark Frar, Carman Walter, Ags'l, Coach Charies Luna.
[T .

Team Achievements

. Mid . State Conference

Season: 15-6 Boye’ Flns! §tancings W L
i shy-Ir T U I
Mid-State: 8-2  [qmscyroten . .8 3
Seas -~ Ipei Lakes . 8 4
Season Record: 13.5 SEaad
Mid-State Mark:g'2~  |Sples - o o 3
Altkin 3 L9

District: 2-1
Wadena 52 Henning 55 (2-OT)

(It is noteworthy that during most of the contest a pail was on
the floor near the center jump circle to catch the drops of
water falling from the leaky roof of the Brainerd gym.)

1979 Champions

District 24: Henning

Region 6: Brekenridge

Class A: Lake City (26-0)
Class AA: Duluth Central (22-3)

Effective 1976 “A” vs “AA”
playoff discontinued.

Coach

Roisum
1970-1984

TEAM Season Records:
48% FG and 68 ppg

Player Achievements

Brad Willis

17.2 ppg (#1 M-S)
60.8% FG (school record)
10.5 rpg

All Mid-State

Tom Stinar
12.4 ppg — 3.0 asst/gm
All Mid-State

David Hunnicutt

12.1 ppg — 3.8 asst/gm
78% FT

All Mid-State

Craig Walters

10.6 ppg — 4.5 asst/gm
(All Mid-Stte Honorable Mention)

Ed Christopherson
7.7 ppg — 8 rpg
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Boys Basketball

Date Team Place We They

Dec.1 Staples......... Home 64 54

Dac.5 LittleFalls ...... Home 51 55

Dec.8 Park Rapids ..... Away 71 48

Dec. 5 Crosby.dronton... Home 74 77 OT

Dec. 16 Bemidji....... .. Home 77 61

Dec. 19 SsukCentre ... .. Away 94 72

Dec. 22 Dstroitlakes.... Away 66 60

Jan.5  Altkin........_ .. Heme 67 51

Jan. 12 Staples ......... Away 66 46

Jan.16 Crosby-lronton... Away 44 48

Jan.19 Park Rapids ... .. Home 83 47 Brad
Jan. 23 Fergus Falls ... .. Home 72 88 Willis

Jan.28 Thief River Falls.. Away 82 57
Jan.27 E.Grand Forks ... Away 48 52

Feb.2 DelroitLakes.... Home 75 58
Feb.6 Breckenridge ... Away 52 58
Foeb.8 Alkin........... Away 78 81
Feb. 13 Crookston....,.. Home 56 42

Season Record: 13.5
Mid-Siate Mark; 8.2

Craig Walter Tom Stinar

L}ggi;nﬂ WNNEDT STATE HIGH SCHOOL LEAGLE
DISTRICT 24 ;
1979 BOYS BASKETBALL

_TOURNAMENT

or never!
Alright boys, 2OV
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David Hunnicutt, class of 1979, asked to include a note sharing his thoughts
when reflecting on the “evolution” of Wadena High School basketball in the
1970’s. Below are his comments.

For every aspiring athlete at every level—in every town, everywhere—there is inevitably THE
MOMENT. The “moment” is that point in time where everything clicks. There’s a sense of
absolute clarity. It all just makes perfect sense.

For the WHS basketball teams of that late 70’s, there is no question that our “moment” was
when the 73-74 hoops team took the floor for the first time. Seeing that group of guys perform
at a very high-level—against some of the best teams in the state—was indeed a turning point
for all of us.

In a continually-packed gymnasium, we watched Jebb Willis, Rick Grewe, Roger Olson, Duane
Vandenberg and Tom Hamerlinck—and all the others—wage war against some of our most-
hated rivals (Staples and Crosby-Ironton, you know we're talking about you).

And epic victories over highly-ranked teams like Little Falls and Bemidji—not to mention Mid-
State Conference and District 24 Championships—only help to further solidify the notion that
this is what we, as younger athletes, wanted to experience for ourselves.

Undoubtedly, for us it was THE MOMENT.

Suddenly, playing hoops in the summer-time made perfect sense. Saving your lawn-mowing
money for basketball camp was a no-brainer. Shoveling the courts in the dead of winter—
awesome idea.

As young, aspiring athletes, all you can really ask for is an example and an opportunity. We
found that in the 73-74 team. The way they played the game, the way they carried themselves
on and off the court, the way they delivered in the big moments—it’s what set the stage for the
rest of the decade.

To this day, my teammates and I still talk fondly about that 73-74 team. And although it’s never
been said, every single one of us are grateful for those guys and that team. No doubt, it’s what
lit the fire in us. And because of that team—and their hard-work and leading by example—we
were able to make some great memories our own...one’s that have lasted us a lifetime.
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The 1980 Season

Congratulations Wadena Boys
Mid-State Conference 1979-80
Co-Champions

Wadena Mid-State
COnferance .

/lis scores record 43
overtime win.over SC-

Boys Basketball
Standings
(final)
School W L Overall
Cl v 73 117
Wadena 738 107
Aitkin - 64 116
5
8 5
010

Coach

Lowell Roisum
1970-1984

Wi l:nu

Cz‘f'fn
m:? 1M|h

EF‘ Eoy.s--Easketball'

Placs The:
Little Fa!ln ........... Awpy 84 75
Park Rapids. ,......,. Home 48 - 48 OT
Sauk Canire ........ Homs 73 67 OT
Creshy-lronton ..., Away 45 84 -
Datrolt Lakes .....,, Home 81 53
Bamldjf ............ Away #6 61
L Awey di B3 OT
Steples ..........., Home &7 B4
Brackenridge ....... Homs 54 &8
Parkt Raples......... Away 63 39
|_~Crosby-lronten...... Homs 80 49
Fargus Falls ...,..... Away 63 @82
Detrolt Lakes ....... Away 55 &7
Alikin...... | PR Home 48 4
Crookaton.......... Away 651 83
Staples ...oovuuil Away 680 64
Wheaton L ... Home 52 48 |

Willis wins 1980 M-S boys scoring title

' DISTRICT 24

1980 BOYS BASKETBALL

TI]lIHNAMENT

FRi., FEBR_1E

MON., F
Flrn Paund | F—— E,:,;:

VErmoale &)

[FTIER]
T am
A SLapese

Blna Fingr 40

19'.'9.- Barthe Hed

Diaer Croax G

Gampl
N
il Vet

Labnry &1

Blackys B

GeiaTee 1
IR M
u! Fiby ol Lakos

Mg oy S0

Ng.fu- York MAlllg 5

Hannirg 54

Eluples 82

Bya1a1 Lagey S

- Dhuiit b
Zelam
a1 Glagha

Pultagar 8

THUR,, FEE, 2‘1
5-ur|l Flnals

FFU FEB. 27
__ Final»

Gama
Ti pom. Bart w-Hawin 43
ul fanplar e AT
Wamdale B
i Same |1 ;
J&f | Desroronke?
Durar CIrnah
Gamag
£ pam. Dbl Grauh 4
al Waslyiie
BIRLkUs OB Ciame 14
wieowa | DISTRICT 24
Champlan
SBvey Wadana 84 —
Asmel .
-B.::JT:::. Wudmind 51
wl Slaglan
roamng F
amp |F
s pm Jlaplug 45
N Aralrand _""_I
Etnplas 7a
SAap on 67 Bariha-H 43

tana 1l

e

ul KB
Marianga 32

o 1 CONSCOLATION
.:m';-’:-'n WINNER

_.Wndnra a8 ¥eadina

58



Wadena Indians Basketball
1979-80

Row 1: Tim Edinger, John Miles, Paul Schumacher, Carey Heuer, Ron Tappe, Paul Freer, Greg Carlson, Gary Umlan
Kent Visher, John Paulson, Dean Ellingson, Tim Walther, Brad Willis, Ross Tappe, Tim Pavek, Steve Strombert. Row
Mr. Lowell Roisum, Bob Pudas, Mark Langer, Mark Foley, Dan Savaloja, Dean Evans, Terry Piepkorn, As

Luna.

d. Row 2
3: Coact
s’'t. Coach Mr. Chuch

Team Achievements

Congratulations Wadena Boys’
Mid-State Conference 1979-80
Co-Champions
Brad Willls, whe won Lhe
individual scering cham-

pionship for a second atraight
year, led Wadena's Indlanz

Wadena topped

Season: 12-9
_ (Hinal)
Mid-State: 7-3 $ehool W L Ovanil
Co-Champions! (0| v 73 14
District 24: 2-1 Wadena T3 1T
.. Al <64 18
Semifinals: mt‘km 4 ; 34
Staples 57
Staples 55 124
Wadena 51 R 010 148
(Wadena defeated Henning i i
defeated Bertha-Hewitt for third place)
. Boys Basketball
Team Place Wa They
Littla Falls. . .. ...... Away 44 75
Park Rapids. . . ... ... Home 49 48 OT
Swsuk Centre .. ...... Home 73 ar oOT
Crosby-lronton ... ... Awnay 45 684
Detrolt Ltakes ... .... Home 61 53
Bemidjl ...... ... .... Away 85 81
Altkin ., ....... .. ... Away &1 a3 o7
Staples . ........... Home 87 54
Breckenridge ... .... Home 54 88
Park Aaplds. .. . ... .. Away 83 3e
Croaby-lronton . ... .. Home 80 49
Fergus Falls . . ... ... Away 53 62
Detrolt Lakes . ... ... Away 55 57
Althkin. . ... .. . . Home 48 41
Crookston. . ........ Away 51 53
Staples .. .. ... ... .. Away -3 84
Wheaton . ... ... .. Home 52 49
Parham . ... ... __.. . Home

1980 Champions
District 24: Staples

Region 6: Morris

Class A: Bird Island-Lake Lillian (22-3)

Class AA: Mpls North (23-2)

Effective 1976 “A” vs “AA” playoff discontinued.

Staples 69-64 in the
last conference game
of the season. Willis
had 27 and Visher,
Ellingson, Walther and
Paulson each added
10.

pest.Staples aa Coach Lowell
Rolsum's team galned a He for
the tifle, Wadens had gueries
leads of 1715, 96-33 and B0-48
and Willls geared 27 points to
lead the wey.

Four of his Leammstes, Kent
Visher, Dean Ellingson, Tim
Walther and John Paulson,
fintshed with 10 ponis splece kn
the game which found the lead

All Mid-State ghanging hepds 20 times, Beott
¥ winis
22.7 ppg
13.0 rpg

Kent Visher / Brad Willis - wcco All state and

MN Select All Star Team
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1979-80 (cont.)

Wadena rips Henning 64-29 in
District 24 quarterfinal. Staples next.

INDIAN SCORES. Wadena senior conter Brad Willla  ton are Henning's Perry Peloquin {45}, Glen Johnson
50) ecored a Jumper In the first qusrter Mondsy night  (35) and Gary Kowlawski (33). The indlans tdumphed
8t Staples In the quartertinals of Dlstrict 24 boys  over the Hornels 64:29 and will play Staples Thure:
tourney piay. He finlshed with 19 talllss. In on the ac-  day night at 6:45 at Brainerd In the district semls.

g sports

Staples eliminates Wadena -
57-51 in tourney semis

Wadena boys’ basketball coach Lowell Roisum

Stapies’ Cardinals and the
Wadena Indians battled Lo the
wire Thursday in the District
M  boyn cage tourney

. somifinals with the Cardinals
iwinning 57-81.

Staples’ Craig Wolhowe
proved the difference for the
Cards as the win reversed the
result of two earlier Indien
triumphs.

Walbowe scored & game-high
1B points and grabbed nine key
rebounds to help in the win.

"Staples lad at all quarter
stops: 10-14, 32-20 and 43-37.

The Indians moved to within
one point twice in the final
session but could not get the
basket that would give them

. the lead.

Wadena's scoring was paced
by Brad Willls with 17. John
Paulson and Steve Stromberg
added 12 and 10, respectively.

Staples John Riewer added
14 points for the Cardinals.

Box Score:

Wadena (51) L]
Waither, [ ' 4

Brcrvwvwoond RBormwome

2 wocow—e

S N - NN N WY
YoarmeaBird

Willis wins 1980 M-S boys scoring title

W'llis scores record 43 to lead
~113-67 overtime win

1 MINNESOTA ALL STARS

Willis was one of twelve seniors picked for the 1980 Minnesota Select
All Star team. Other selections included future Gopher, and Houston
Rockets NBA All-Pro, Jim Peterson and Kansas City Chiefs NFL All-Pro
John Alt. The coach was Flip Saunders, former Gopher great and future
Gophers’ and Timberwolves’ head coach.

Head Coach  Flip Saunders, Golden Valley Luthern College
Ass’t, Coach  George Palke, Bethel College

NAME

- Da\nd Gilreath
Marshall U High
Brian Hansen
Cuiah East

T Jim Petersen
St. Louis Park
Chad Sheets
Moorhead
Ricky Suggs
St. Paul Central
Douy Kraay
Owatonna
John Alt

Columbia Heights

Brad Willis '
Wadena

Payl Voight

Woodbury

Seatt Nelson

Kenyon

Chuck Waltan

Fridley Grace

Jay Donlin

Edina West

Ass’t. Coach Dennis Kelhn, Macalester College 60
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Bonus

A Look Back ez

Highlights from “The Scrapbook 1900-59.”

After the Fact wer

Treasures found post-Scrapbook 1900-59, with
recollections by Joe Krause, Class of 1955.
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r LIV e I
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LYEL) 25 T, .
Grrwg 27 PE-gy ArzEnprz '

Stats of Interest s

For the number crunchers.

FU n Sthf (pg 86)

Meaningless matters and reader input.
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A Look Back

Highlights from
“The Scrapbook” 1900-59

1915-16

District 6 Champions

Loses to Bemidji Challenge

Richt here {(t might be stated that
Wadena, after defeating Brainerd
once on their undersized floor and
then dofeating Frazee, Battle Lake,
Alexandria and some of the swmall
teams of the district, claimed the
championship of the Sixth district.
Invmediately Bemidjl  challenged
them 10 a “ame on some neutral floor.
The St. Cloud floor was decided on.
The wame was staged last Saturday
.inight but Wadena had no chance at
all. When Lhe time-keepers sound-
iled “time up” the score was counted
jand Wadena was rather “mussed un”
»o to speak, the msore bhein~ 75 to
4§58 in  Bemidii's 1zvor. Tupner
{mnde 14 feld baskets, all unguarded
eld shots. His guard, the famed
-1Spencer, was unable to locite him
.[at all.  Wadena's forward. Zimmer,
mude 10 ficld goalx. Johnaon of Be-

1920-21

Back: Coach Kuefler, Merritt Dodds, Vern

Wright, Clair Walker, Carol Parker

Front: Marion Blaha, Carl McDowell, Harold
Kruger, Bill Stevens

Wadena PJ, December 10, 1970
Coach Kuefler’s first year
This team was undefeated.

1921-22

Back: Bill Stevens, Vern Wright, Maurice
Merickel, Carol Parker

Front: Donald McKinnon, Clair Walker,
Coach Kuefler, Marion Blaha, Joe Rice

1922 State Tournament Participant
(Invitation based upon District 6 Championship)

STATE HIGH SCHOOL
BASKETBALL GAMES

WADENA DPEFEATS NEFEW T"LN,
NSTILLWATER BEAT ST. PETER

MANKATO JORNSON HIUH
(RAy (Initeed Proen)
| Northfleld, March 16 —Wadenn de-
feated New Ulm in the first game of
the atate high achool Luzkeibhall tour-
pament early Loday, The mcore was
27 to 17. At the end of ¢the firsi half,
the teams were I:M. 10 to 10.

1922 State Tournament
Quarterfinals

Wadena - 27 New Ulm - 17
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1922 State Tournament
Semi-Final
Wadena - 34 Madison - 35 (OT)

Unerring ahooting of Hendriockson
and the driving game of the Madison
five put them into the finalse.

At the end of the half, Madison. beld
a 16 to 8 leag over Wadens. Wadena
began a smashing attack in the third
quartar, and at the end of that period
held the lead 28 to 21.

Madison rallied and wit hone minute

to go, the score was Wadenn 36, Mad)-

san 29. Merickel made a fres throw

and Toato droppeqg in = fisid bulkct'

tying the score at the final gun, 31 to
31. In the extra pedriod Tosto asnd
Maearickel, the opposing centers. each
neored from the fleid again, tying the
ACOre,

Johneon., Madison substitute, 4rop-
ped in a iong shot from the side line.
Mericke! made & free throw for Wa-
dena. Finel score, Madison 38, Wa-
denn 34.

It was the best gamne of the tourna-
mont. anga Hendrickson wan sani{ly the
best man in the xame, and the out-
standing star of the tournament.

1922-23

1923 State Tournament

Quarterfinals
Wadena - 16 Hopklns 17

- e ol -— - .

|

Lot Night's State Tonenament Results |

1922-23

|l
[

DASETBALL

Aurors, 8 Marahull, 16,

[tochoster, 34; Madidon, 10,
St Meter, 20, Bt Paal, 23,

Blue }:;mh. I8y Cronkaton,
Autin, 28 Houth 51 Paul, X,
B Cloud, 20, Mitnneapolls, 15,
Mapking, 17: \vwlera, 16,

BASKETBALL TEAM- in 1972, Shown here are Coach Ku efler,
Carroll Parker, Milt Gaslin, Karl Spooner (standing); seated, Joo  MeKimnon and Dodds

Rmndxsuhmn Abser

Kennetl
e decease d "(Rex Mebonald Photos)

ussoas. B

1923 State Tournament Part|C|pant
(Invitation based upon District 6 Championship)

Back: Coach Kuefler, Carol Parker, Milton Gaslin,
Carl Spooner

1923 State Tournament
Quarterfinals

Wadena - 16 Hopkins - 17

Front: Donald McKinnon, Kenneth Hezzelwood,
Joe Rice, Ed Lehman, Merritt Dodds

63



The 1930’s

Achievement Highlights

Teams

Players/Coach

1934 Team

District 24

Season Record: 9-1 (1%

Post Season Tournament: Champions!
35-20 win vs Brainerd

1936 Team

Central Eight Confefence
Record: 9-1 (29

District 24

Season Record: 8-1 (1%

Post Season Tournament: Champions!
Wadena beat C-l 22-19

Region 6 - Champions!
25-20 win vs Moorhead
26-18 win vs Morris

State Tournament - Runner-up
20-18 win vs Sleepy Eye

28-27 win vs Buhl

26-20 loss vs Bemidji

Askew 1930-34
Four-year starter

1934 All-Dist 24
(“Honorable Mention” 1931)

Eddie Miller 1933-36
Three-year starter

2X All-District 24
All-Region 6
All-State

Philip Schiller 1933-37
Three-year starter

All-District 24
All-Region 6
Glenn Garr 1933-36
All-District 24
All-Region 6
Bill Browne
1934-36
All-District 24
All-Region 6

Coach Anton Chermak 1926-37

Minnesota State Tournament
-1936 Runner-up (26-20 vs
Bemidji)

Region 6 Tournament

-1934 semi-final loss to
Alexandria 20-17

-1936 Champions

District 24 Tournament
-1934 and 1936 Champions
-1935 and 1937 Runners-up
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1940’s

Achievement Highlights

Teams Players
- Dick Schmitz 1941-44
1943 Team Three-year starter
S 2X All-District 24
G

Regular Season - All-Conference Central 8
Record: unknown ;\
District 24 N
Season Record: unknown m
Post Season Tournament: Champions! _

33-25 win vs Crosby-Ironton

Coach
Arthur Sand

1942-43

Wadena

ins
District 24 Cage Title

Bruce
Wilcox 1942-45
Three-year starter
2X All-District 24
All-Conference Central 8

Bob Hedstrom 1947-50
Three-year starter

2x All-District 24
All-Conference Central 10

1944 Team

Reqgular Season
Record: 17-5

Central Eight Conference (1st Yr)
Record: 6-3 (2nd-T)

District 24

Season Record: 8-2 (1st-T)

Post Season Tournament: Runner-up
38-27 loss vs Crosby-Ironton

BUY WAR BONDS

Y &+ ¥ 4 * + b &
l'\'lnw Position  Schon) Year
lChuck Grover ¥Forward  Bemidji Senivr
|Rub Hedstrom Forwsrd  Wadenn Junior
Jim Smith Center Brainerd Sophomore
Pau! Ostovich  Guard Croshy-Ironton  Senior
L Jim Hill Guard Alexandria Scnioer

Bob Hedstrom, as a Junior, made the 5-man
Central 10 all-conf team. He averaged over
15 ppg. Look at the 10-member schools.

Tough competition! .
Central Ten Standings
W L Pct
Read what has been  |aevandria ....... 1916
written about BRAINERD 12119 6 600
Hedstrom in the Wadena ”'9 [ :600
“After the Fact” 5t. Cloud Tech ..... 6 7 .422
. « w Little Falls ....,...7 8 .481
SeCtIOI’], The 1950’s Crosby-Iranton .,.,. 6 8 .429
by Joe Krause, who Staples . -ove0s 8 8400
elrolt Lakes ...4.. R
saw Hedstrom play. Aitkin 114 067
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1950’°s

Achievement Highlights

Teams

Players

1950 Team

Regular Season
December 6, 1949 win
61-54 vs Brainerd (22-1 eventual season record)

Record: 17-6

District 24
Season record: 8-2 (2nd)
Tournament: Runner-up (2nd)

50-47 loss vs Brainerd (Hedstrom missed half
of the game due to foul trouble)

1959 Team

Reqgular Season
Season Record: 16-5

Mid-State Conference
Record: 5-3 (1st-T)

District 24

Season Record: 7-3 (1st)
Tournament: Runner-up (2nd)
73-68 loss vs Aitkin

Bob Hedstrom 1947-50

37 pts vs Brainerd 12/6/49
(Wadena won that game, it was
Brainerd’s only loss that season)

Three-year starter
2x All-District 24 Team

All-Conf Central 10 (jr yr)
(Wadena was in no conference in 1949-50)

Dick Shearer 1953-56

Three-year starter

2x Mid-State scoring leader
2x All-Conf Mid-State
District 24 scoring leader
2x All-District 24

Bill Gaslin 1956-59
Three-year starter
Mid-State scoring leader
2x All-Conf Mid-State
District 24 scoring leader
All-Region 6

1959 MN All-State Team

Sam Phillips 1956-59
Three-year starter

2x All-Conf Mid-State
All-Region 6

" PHILLIPS
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After the Fact

“After the Fact” includes pictures and articles discovered after the “Scrapbook 1900-59” was
printed. Also included are recollections “From Joe Krause,” WHS Class of 1955. My path crossed
Joe’s when a book was recommended to me, “Life in the Slow Lane” by Wadena native Joe
Krause. | loved it and shortly thereafter | connected with Joe. Since we have known each other,
Joe has reviewed “The Scrapbook 1900-59” and | have read his sequel, “More Memories from

the Slow Lane.” Another excellent read.

Joe has been an avid sports fan since his youth.

recollections as he has paged through “The Scrapbook 1900-59.”

knowledge and experience has been of great interest to me.

He provided me with his thoughts and

Hearing of his first-hand

From the Intro and Pre 1930’s

February 5, 1916
From Joe Krause:
So far, | have read the introduction and pre-1920's and the
1920's. Several of the players from that era were people that
| knew quite well in the community when | was a young
boy but never aware that they were athletes. That includes
Harold Parker, Maurice Merickel, Milt Gaslin, Harold
Zosel, and Joe Rice.

When | was in the 5th and 6th grades, | played on The Eager
Beavers. We practiced in what was called the "Little Gym" or
sometimes called the "Old Gym". We had a hard time
believing that the varsity team actually played home games
against other towns in that gym. The "Old Gym" is described
perfectly in the article dated Feb 5, 1916 "talk about home-
court advantage!" (NOTE: For those familiar with the old
Wadena HS, and later the junior high, it was the band room
in the lower level that was the “Little Gym.”)

| was going to games with my dad during the years when the
school colors were changed (effective 1948-49) from orange
and white to blue and gold. | actually remember that the
orange numbers were faded and hard to distinguish on the
white uniforms.

Wadena fo‘G;
New Colors for
Next Season

For 24 years Wadena has play-
ed under orange and white, but
now they have to change. It
seems there is a shortage of the
color orange.

Getting the school out of the
dilemma, the student body voted
last January to change the school
colors to blue and :_:,'old.

WADENA 22, BRAINERD 8

tFirst Game Lost by Local Basketball
Team Due to Poor Hall at
Wadena

In a fast, exciting game Friday
night at Wadena, the locals were de-
feated by a good margin, 22 to 8.
Wadena enthusiasts say it was the
best game ever played at Wadena.

The locals’ defeat was due to the
fact that the Wadena floor is very
smail and exceedingly low. The
baskets were only about two feet be-
low {ne ceiling and is intercepted oy
two cross beams and eight lights
with zuards which protrude about a
foot below the ceiling. The seats are
on three sides and only about two
feet from the court. Thus the long
shots which are the feature of the
Brainerd team, were impossible. All
shots that were made had to be shot
from the immediate vicinity of the

baskets.

e

PR
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After the Fact: This 1923 Minnesota State Tournament team picture is replicated 50 years later
at a 1973 WHS class reunion. Coach Kuefler and the surviving players are positioned as they were
in 1923. Empty chairs represent their deceased teammates.

CHAMPION BASKETBALL- WHS team of 1923 is shown in this Joe Rice, Merrit Dodds; front row: Kenneth Hezzlewood and Bu
photo. They are, from left, back row: Coach Kuefler, Carroll Lehman. They met during the Class of 1923's Fiftieth reunio]
Parker, Milton Gaslin, Karl Spooner; 2nd row: Donald McKinnon, Saturday, June 2.

Absent was Kenneth Hazzlewood.
deceased. (Rex McDonald Photos)

Rice and Bus Lehman.
McKinnon and Dodds are

BASKETBALL TEAM.- in 1973. Shown here are Coach Kuefler,
Carroll Parker, Milt Gaslin, Karl Spooner (standing); seated, Joe
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From Joe Krause:

It was probably in 1947 when | was 11 years old and in the 5 grade that |
looked at the trophy case in the high school. The large trophy for the 1936
state runner-up Wadena Indians was displayed. | studied the team picture
and recognized many of the names from families still in the community. Bill
Browne was one of them. He had established a restaurant downtown called
the Dairy Bar. | actually became a friend of Bill’s shortly after | was out of
It was somewhat earlier that | learned of his heroics in the

high school.

From the 1930’s

opening game of the state tournament.

No one seemed to talk about any of the other years or teams or individuals
from the 1930’s. Yet, the next four years they were 15-8, 13-7, 11-7, and

15-8 for a combined 54-30. Pretty darn good.

Wadena Wins 20-18

Bill Browne

Ironically, my autobiography, “Life In the Slow Lane,” begins with my birth on March 19,1936
(NOTE: the same date as Bill Browne’s infamous shot) and the 1936 State Tournament. The first
pages recall events of the tournament and how it tied into my birth.

After the Fact:

Let’s take a stroll down Wadena’s great
1936 run towards the Minnesota State
High School Basketball Championship

game.

MINNESOTA STATE HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE

TO URNAMENTS

MISDAY, MARLH Y, 1938

THE I]Ill!I'EILIl DALY DEFPAFCH. HRAINERD. I]'IIHES[IM

EACF. SEV'EN

Wadena

- r -

‘Dethrones C-I Wlnnmg Dlstrlct Title

L

DISTRICT CHAMPIONS PAIRED AGAINST MOORHEAD IN REGIONAL

LI L

R

Wadena will enter the Region 6
tournament at Moorhead Thursday
and PFriday of this week and are

conceded an excellent chance of

go-

ing to the state tournament, barring
an off-form night this week end.

The box score:

Wadena FG ¥T PF
GTroZAN ssversevens 4 0 4
GArr eees vesennss 0 0 3
Merickel vaivevsnes L0010
SONIIEL sieeenssnss 2 0 2
RMiller wensssernses O 2 1
Erowne sesvevesers 3 1 1

Totals vuevvnvnes g 4 1U

TP

-2

Wadena 22
Crosby-lronton 19

X h:,-Ironton FG FT PF TP
shan oo, 3 1 3 ki
Odano"zch ........ 2 1 3 5
JOWTISON sassvnanas 0 1 2 1
. ] 1 G

2 0 4

a 2 0

0 1 2
5 10 19

On to Region 6:

Bertha, Moorhead, Morris and Wadena

3’:-

i s v Faar s 4

Wadena ﬁitmrrr Journal

Wadena and Bertha (‘age ans Turn Toward Moorhend

Three Parties Ixaue Calls for Conpenfions In 1 m.’rmr (mmm
Fd luomp Wk e Mt Dipeer, Swid Jo leare Moo .
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"SPUDS ELIMINATED, 25- 20,
BY POTENTIAL CHAMPIONS

Moorhead Plays Bertha, Victimized 15-14 in Hair-

F——-

A

_"'dtsl.hwt edee over Molriz in
2 pame which will declde Region 3ix's
Jppwaenmtwe in

i ab MINNeEPols next woek,
R

=

ih
1)

;U"E 10-point margin.

ot

“tehampionshin race - ':J’.- ki !
4y, IaaL right, take the fcor in the ©
i Btate Teacherzs opllege gymns

: |__m,._=;~.m'- sk it 0

i firial Thiirs,c’aty in

Raiser, For Consolation Honci’s- In

First _Gai;_u_:!c Tonight.

nlmlinated ﬂo i*.

H

at’§ P m. today odds-on fav
to defeat  Berthe's  s0TaDpy
combination and retafin fhe consol

Alexand:ia, . -
Wadeta's §mo ot Tincliohing
ciu_mt, wlays - Monis, viclors™
“Hertha, 1514, in a hair-raisig semd
the regional. 1'.1.n_
Wadena iz conceded &
Lh~

At 8 . m,

the stace plavol
Silky  Passing
MImTis never

sota elasste. Tondght's champion.
ship battle iz expeclted to be hotly

g attpek should refurn Coach Tany
(,h.‘:rmak's charges the victors by &

atigd title they won & year ago A% |

c"?:; i

Wudena, Jast appeared in the stabel.
| towrnament in 1523,
| has pesn &n entrant in the Minna.

r:mteqte.l bubk Wadena's sllky pass-| -

1 gurnement
Szmﬂnarzea .

BT F
T
Joo
LR
10
LRI A
Totels  .....i 6
MOORHEEAL . BGPFT "
Thompsen, £ ... 3 0
Hofsen, £ e 107
Gosslee, ¢, T R |
Sireieh, ¢ . B R |
Sturgeon,. g 0.0
Rush, ¢ e, 30
Holzer, g s 00
Totals: ...l ¢ 8 9 W0
‘Seove by quainem. e :
" Wadéna ... . 514 1% 35
Moarheatl. . .. 2 .8, 16 20
Cffielals:  E. R 'Sim‘lllskk LOIIQ‘

LR ram Al aTAeo o

DISTRICT 24

M Mmmt Jonrnal -

Led

; Prairia: T—‘Jnhq“ '(Llurqﬁk;_ﬂ 1 “’H?an'l

Region 6

Semifinals
Wadena 25
Moorhead 20

Morris 15
Bertha 14
(If memory serves me correctly, |
recall reading that after a bad
snowstorm the Bertha players had
“shovel their way out of town”

on the day they departed for
Moorhead to play Morris.)

Region 6

Champions!
Wadena 26
Morris 18

THE BHAIMREN DALY DISERTE

Wadena Goes to State

L A

- & o *

- & & * & 7K

Taking Regional Title

- % + F

“m-mu-a.ma o EaimAE o m

Special Train To Carry Fans To Bdskeﬂwdll T()lll‘lld mcnt

On to the State Tournament!

CHAMPIONSHIP

* = & &

LI I ] ¥ + b =

The box score:
Wadena— rG
(}l‘ogﬂﬂ. | QN 2
”‘ller] ! [E XA EERNSEYEN YR a
Schiller, € coosssansnssns 3
Browne. ' sezmassrESRER 1
aarr, B rreisnrsmessannes 2
“’Bl‘lﬂkel. | . 0
TOAlE scrarersrraess 10
Morris— ra
Veneman, f ....uvesnees 1
Zahi 1.€ coiiiinreennen. 1
Gilbertson, 0 ....oevaaea 1
Cloldbe1Z. § sonvervenns )
Hasking, €..o0cs00000000 1
Jortltm. f cvsansnnnines 0
THAIS cevuvionnrsoass B
Frce throws missed—Zahl, Qold-
berg 3, Haskins, Miller 2.
Referes, E. R. Bimineki, Long

Prairie; umpire, Henry Holman, Bt,
Dam

| oea-eao-:al ouu—.—e:
o .. "
ol uouo-an-"l!a' -t bbb we
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MINNESOTA STATE

S asketball

TOURNAMENT

Round 1
March 19, 1936

e —— — CEINEEDAT BRI P L QP ATE BASKETBALL
MEETS SLEEPY EYE IN FIRST ROUND TOURNEY SCORES

S ™

th ]

A

B wr-wr <

L @.@,ﬂf&m’[ Hispaf

RN N

e,

i

Thursday's Scores
Buhl, 41; Edison (Minneapo-
tis), 32.
Wadena, 20; Sleepy Eye, 18,
Red Wing, 29; Luverne, 27,
Bemidii, 36; Albert Lea, 32.

TRIDAY, MARCH 20, 1936 I HE m{"\l\‘ml

Wadena Wins 20-18

Wadena’s Bill Browne (23) nailed one
: _- : : - —veen] from mid-court, at the buzzer, to give
T Y c2=0  the Indians their only lead at 20-18.

bl quint made of its place in the
tovrnament this ye drew a Lpound  Basignmi
the bl aeoring Sleepy Eye basketessa,

W

Brown's Shot Honey
Wadena never had the lead
1ntil the game was over. The
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Round 2
mMarch 20, 19360

News of Sports
Call of the Open

T\}\( H 71 l‘\:b

R WADENA %MRPR;S‘%ERS'

.....THIS AFTER TONIGHT’S Ff{_@Sl

Fz.ers Quell Samﬁ‘a for 9 to M

[EET BEMIDJI FOR MINNESOTA H!GH'SC,& 0L CA(.E CROWN

Results ¥Friday
Champilonship Round

‘Wadensa, 28; Buhl, 27.
Bemidji, 34; Red Wing,

23.

taam 0y ®
1ittie Ra¥
[T rll_th"

tinm Pret
Glen GATT.
gnach and fgrmer

coprh hT

wadena eelebrated, tao,
28 to 27 seora insisted on boosting
Beonett, in vietory.
Fugene Molte, William Prownn,
tyman, Edward Miller,

In tha fromt, lett to rl

Minnrarolin ElaT  Fhato, "

tha conquersrs of tha favored Luh
o . thelr good-luek tokeon,
with the heesting, are,. Inft
Franklin Marickel, \'Hl
John Grogan, Fhillp Schillar nmt

ght, are: Jim Sclunart, aesist
chlat irplnor m]

Helping

Fdlsam h]gh ph\yer Ihw Znsul

i hn-ﬁ'l'"' vwi

]

L

These headlines were in the Minneapolis
Star and the St. Paul Pioneer Press after
Wadena upset Buhl 28-27.

March 21, 1936
Minnesota High School State Championship

Bemidjii 26
Wadena 20
Wadm Lms (““ha

Htmﬁ’mx Ai

HUTTON PICKS MILLER, WADENA GUARD, FOR ALL- STATE

[ |ll'. oo RN

P

g

Joe Hutton was the legendary basketball coach at Hamline University. In this 1936
State Tournament he was on the radio assisting with the broadcast of the tournament.
At the end of the tournament he selected the All-State Tournament team. Wadena’s
Eddie Miller (28) was selected as one of the five best players in the tournament.




“The Center of Attention”

in school history.

The 1936 season was the most successful run of any Wadena basketball team
In fact, the 1930’s decade was full of success. The other
District 24 Championship of the decade came two years earlier in 1934. One of
the senior leaders on that team was center Russ Askew. When compiling “The
Scrapbook 1900-59” | discovered there was an Askew starting at center for five
consecutive seasons from 1929-34. | could not determine if it was Russ Askew
alone or not. During those five seasons an Askew (first name unknown) was

named to the 1931 All-District 25 Honorable Mention Team and Russ Askew was named to the
1934 All-District 24 First Team. While | tried to determine if Russ Askew was possibly a five-year
starter, | looked at a number of factors including box scores. | was focused on points scored. It
seemed Russ was only an average scorer. Eventually | noticed a statistic that | was not in the
habit of thinking about. See the “evidence” below that may explain the primary value Russ Askew
brought to his team in 1934, and perhaps in a number of previous seasons.

March 3, 1934

Brainerd 31
Wadena 28
1] Flatd gosls mlssed—Eralnetd 34, |9
] Wadear 25 <
Jump balls econtrolled—Braloerd
11, Wadena 20.

1] ¥rea throws converted =Braloerd
113 of 11, Wadens 4 of 15,
Bubwitliutions=—Brainerd 5, Wa-
i]dens 8,

Timg-outs—Bralnsrd 4. Wadena
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7| Points by quarters: E
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March 9, 1934

Aitkin 19
Wadena 34

ficore by gquariers:

Adde 4 T 12 I
Wadyom e M2 2N O
Exnkets mlssed—AJikin 23 Wa-
orbis 45,
Tip-ofs contielled—Aitkin 5, Wa-
detn B
E Bubstllutions —Altkin & Wadena
&
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March 12, 1934

Brainerd 20
Wadena 35

Reocs by quarters:
Braloerd .. ... .8 7 113 a
Wadena . 12 1% zZv %

Time=outd--Brainerd 3, Waden
2

Substilutions —Bralosrd T,
dena 1.

Nhotls misaod —Brainerd 3, Wa-

rna E.
Tip-ofts coptroiled—Drainerd %
Wadenn 27,

Wa-

Jump balls controlled:
Brainerd 11, Wadena 20
With 9 more possessions than
Brainerd, Wadena still lost by 3
points.

Tip-offs controlled:
Aitkin 5, Wadena 36

With 31 more possessions than
Aitkin, Wadena won by 15 points.

Jump balls controlled:

Brainerd 6, Wadena 27
With 21 more possessions than
Brainerd Wadena won by 15
points.

In the above three games Russ Askew gave his team 61 more possessions
than their opponents. Russ Askew looked tall and lanky and | would bet he
had great timing and an impressive vertical jump. He was surely a top
rebounder as well. | never was able to confirm if he was the center for five
years, however, | did discover that his brothers could not have played in the
years just before him. Based on that discovery | do believe Russ Askew was

likely a five-year starter.

Russ Askew

The “center jump” after every basket was eliminated after the 1937 season.
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From the 1940’s

From Joe Krause:

| was just 7 years old when Wadena won their last District Championship (1943). No memory at
all of the event itself. In 'More Memories from the Slow Lane', | said "The first game that stands
out in my memory would have been in 1945 when | was 9 years old. It was a District 24
tournament game over in Brainerd with Wadena playing the host school." Brainerd won 39-30.

| was in the 4th and 5th grades respectfully in the 1946 and 1947 seasons where they won a
combined total of 3 games. | was in the 6th grade in 1948 and old enough to make the short
walk over to the high school gymnasium. | remember the optimism about future seasons
although they won only 4 games. Bob Hedstrom and Pat Merickel were sophomore starters and
often leading scorers. Other contributors included sophomores Ken Jordahl, Chuck Garr and
freshman, John Nyberg. The next year, | remember the disappointment in the community when
the 1949 team lost the opening game in the District Tournament to Little Falls by 2 points

After the Fact:

John Flenner, Class of 1969, found his
dad’s orange WHS letter. Willard Flenner,
Class of 1929, lettered in football.
Effective 1948-49 the school colors
changed to blue and gold as a result of a
dye shortage and a student body vote.
The blue and gold “W” pictured is from the
1970’s.

From the 1950’s

From Joe Krause:

| remember the enthusiasm in anticipation of the 1949-1950 season. The Wadena vs. Brainerd
game is included with 'The Fifteen Most Memorable Events' in the Sports Chapter in my second
book, "More Memories from the Slow Lane". NOTE: Below is an excerpt from Joe’s book:

were packed with fans. As I recall, Wadena started giowlyuand tratfed
at halttime by something like 33-26. Wadena had several three-year
starters headed by a 6 foot 3 inch center named Bob Hedstrom. That was NOTE: In that December
a rall player in those years. Hedstrom was a complete basketball player 16, 1949, game both
who would dribble the ball up the court against a press, and could take teams were undefeated.
the ball inside, or shoot jump shots from 10-20 feet from thie basket. Brainerd ended their
Hedstrom took over in the second half and did all of those things. I season at 22-1. Wadena
remember leaping to my feet on those bleachers with every basket. finished 17-6 .
Hedstrom finished with a school record 37 points that held for many nishe e
vears, as Wadena rallied to win like 63-57. The Sunday Minneapolis
Tribune followed that Friday game with a headline on the high school
sports page proclaiming “Wadena Rises as Region Six Threat”, They

The 50-47 loss to Brainerd in the District 24 championship game that year was a heartbreaker
since they had made a great comeback late in the game. | was returning from a game in Little
Falls with the St. Ann's basketball team when we heard that they lost the game. There was one
other huge win that year and that was a home win over a strong Bemidji team.
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The cupboard was left bare for the 1950-1951 season. These next four seasons were the years
when | was in high school. Did it bother me that the basketball teams were that bad each and
every year? Not that much! As for my freshman year, | recalled in 'Life in the Slow Lane' that "l
was satisfied with my playing time". In my sophomore season, | recalled that " My longtime
friend, Buzz Gouldin and | usually started together as guards on the jr. varsity team." | hung
around in my junior season without contributing because | enjoyed the comradely of being with
the teammates and just being on a team.

| followed the progress of the teams after graduation and when | was a student at the 'U'. Of
course, | was well acquainted with the players. The 1955 winning streak (NOTE: after starting O-
5 Wadena rattled off 10 straight wins) was amazing and the upset win over Brainerd was a big
deal. | did see my first game in the new gym in December of 1955. | was still dating Cathy
Campbell and her brother, John (NOTE: John Campbell, the eventual Minnesota Gopher All-Big
Ten and All-American football player, and NFL All-Pro in his 8-year career with the Vikings,
Steelers and Colts), was a senior forward. The 1957, 1958, and 1959 seasons were similar to the
earlier seasons of 1948, 1949 and 1950 that culminated with outstanding seasons that came up
just short.

| totally agree that Bob Hedstrom, Pat Merickel, Dick Shearer, Bill Gaslin and Sam Phillips were
clearly the outstanding players of the 1950's.

Obviously, | thoroughly enjoyed reviewing and commenting on "The Scrapbook 1900-59".
Sincerely,

Joe

NOTE:

My sincere thanks to Joe Krause, Class of ’55, for sharing his memories with us. | would
encourage any Wadena native to read Joe’s books, where the names are not changed to
protect the innocent!

LIFE IN THE
SLow LANE
Life in the More Memories
Slow Lane from the Slow Lane
JOE KRAUSE
ISBN: 978-1-4134-4750-7 ISBN: 978-1-4415-0705-1
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Statistics of Interest

| have always been interested in numbers, statistics, spreadsheets and the like. Not
everyone is interested in those things but sports fans in general share some degree of
interest in “sports stats.” The only real sports statistic that matters is wins and losses.
Significant change in any sport makes individual and team statistical comparisons
inconclusive. In the sport of basketball significant changes include:

-eliminating the center jump after each made basket. PI %

-widening the lane. p ""f
-implementing the three-point shot. pIas
-adopting a shot clock. /

-other rule changes.
-change in level of competition.
-etc....

As stated, these and other changes make it difficult to draw any meaningful conclusions
about individual player and team statistics from one era to the next. However, it is still
fun to look at the numbers from one team to another. And toward that end, | have included
some player and team statistics.

Let it be known that my documentation is incomplete and therefore these statistics are
not intended to be any official declaration of school records. These statistics are just
included for the fun of it. My data are from my compilation of information reflected in “The
Scrapbook: 1900-59” and “The Scrapbook: 1960-80,” raw data sheets compiled by
coaches Whitey Aus (1964-70) and Lowell Roisum (1970-84), a few player scrapbooks
from the 1960’s and 1970’s, and newspaper archives.

Below are team facts and “stats.” Behind them are the coaches’ “Raw Data” sheets.

Coach to team statistician:
“What’s my career record here?”

Team statistician:
“In your seven years as head coach you have won 32 and lost 119.”

% Coach:
“All the damn school board cares about is winning percentage! What's my
winning percentage?”

Team statistician:
“What do you want it to be coach?”

“Figures lie and liars figure!”

Remember, 5 out of 4 people have trouble with math!
(think about it)
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Wadena High School
Basketball Team
Accomplishments

vr TEAM TITLES
(W-L) Conference District Region State
1916 District 6
(unknown)
State Tourney Semifinal
1922 District 6 St_ate_ Tqurney by Madison 35 (OT)
(unknown) invitation only Wadena 34
State Tourney Quarterfinal
1923 District 6 St_ate_ T(_)urney by Hopk)i/ng 17
(unknown) invitation only Wadena 16
1934 Semifinal
(14-2)* District 24 Alexandria 20
known games Wadena 17
1936 State Tourney Final
(16-2)* District 24 Region 6 Bemidji 26
known games Wadena 20
Semifinal
1343 District 24 Alexandria 35
(unknown) Wadena 25
1959 Mid-State (t)
(16-5)
Semifinal
12%734 Mid-State District 24 Melrose 52
(20-3) Wadena 36
Semifinal
11978 District 24 Breckenridge 70
(15-6) Wadena 53
1980 Mid-State ()
(12-9)
From the 1930s-50’s Wadena patrticipated, on and off, in the Central 8, Central 10 and
Note: Lake Region conferences before becoming a charter member of the Mid-State
Conference in 1955. Prior to 1955, at times, Wadena belonged to no conference.
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Individual and Team

Stats of Interest

1970’s 1900-1980 1960-80 1900-80 *Dick Shearer
Team Bests: PPG Scoring Leaders: FG Pct FT Pct 1956 FT Streak
Record 20-3 1974 22.7 Willis, B 1980 61% Willis, B 1979 82% Hunnicutt, D 1978 Feb1lvsLF 18/21
FG%  48% 1979 21.8 Gaslin, B 1959 57% Willis, B 1978 80% Browne, K 1969 Feb 13 vs CI 19/20
ET% 67% 1978 20.2 Shearer, D 1956 56% Willis, B 1980 78% Hunnicutt, D 1979 Feb 15 vs Brd 8/8
Reb Off 331 1974 18.2 Browne, J 1978 56% Plautz, F 1967 77% Shearer, D *1956 Feb2vs Stp 6/9
Reb Def 559 1978 18.2 Stoneman, D 1964 53% Hooten, R 1976 75% Hamre, M 1976 Mar 6 vs LF 16/19

Asst 330 1974 51% Hamerlinck, T 1973 75% Willis, B 1980
*Final 5 games:
67/77 - 87%
1900-80 1960-80 1960-80
30-Point Club RPG APG mw’
k
43 Willis, B 1980 16 Gaslin, B 1959 4.5 Walter, C 1979
37 Hedstrom. B 1949 13 Folkstead, C 1967 4.2 Olson, R 1975
35 Gaslin, B 1959 13 Willis, G 1968 4.0 Olson, R 1974
34 Browne, J 1977 12 Willis, B 1980 3.8 Hunnicutt, D 1979
34 Shearer, D 1956 12 Schiller, T 1966 3.6 Freer, D 1975
32 Shearer, D 1956 12 Hooten, R 1977 3.4 Willis, J 1973
32 Phillips, S 1958 11 Willis, G 1969 3.20ja, D 1968
32 Browne, K 1969 10 Willis, B 1979 3.0 Stinar, T 1979
31 Plautz, F 1968 10 Willis, B 1978
31 Hedstrom, B 1950
30 Phillips, S 1958 Rebounding Assists

'3

Stati

sti

cal Leaders

Scoring Rebounds Assists Free Throw Pct Free Throw
(season) (single game)
22.7 ppg 1980 16 rpg 1959 4.5 apg 1979 82% 1978 19/20 1956
61% fg 1979
43 pts hi game 1980
Brad Willis Bill Gaslin Craig Walter Dave Hunnicutt Dick Shearer
1977-80 1956-59 1977-79 1977-79 1953-56
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“‘RAW DATA”

From coach Aus and coach Roisum.

1964-68 Player/Team Stats

(coach Whitey Aus)
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1965-66 Team/Player Stats

(coach Whitey Aus)
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1968 Final Player Stats

(coach Whitey Aus)
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1972-73 Player/Team Reg Season Stats

(coach Lowell Roisum)
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1977-78 Player Stats
(coach Lowell Roisum)
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1978-79 Player/Team Stats

(coach Lowell Roisum)
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1970’s Team Stats & Records

(coach Lowell Roisum)
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1970’s Player Stats & Records

(Coach Lowell Roisum)
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1970’s Player Stats & Records
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- 19/79-80 Season Stats

MID-STATE&QGHAMPS 7-3
e ovicein'S e

Players Shots  Free Throws Rebounds Minus Plus

ours. . Total Bad Heid

Played SA SM  PCTSA SM  PCT Points Of.  Del. PF. Pass Viel Fumb. Ball Recov. Assists
24-Pudas’ 31 7230 12 6 50 20 3 1 16 118 62 9 6
16Schumacher 11 3 270 5 6 50 10 3 5 4 6§ 1 52 5 7
2-Smith 1 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 00 O O
4-Miles 3 1330 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 00 ©0 O
2Heuer £ 2 0 0 O O O+ 0 2 1 0 1 0 00 O 1
f1Carlson . 8 450 2 150 9 0 7 8§ 3 1 1 0 1 1
2-Foley 0 00 .0 0 O ©o 0 1 0 1 0 00 0 0
22Tappe.Ron* 17 7 410 6 3 50 17 1 7 9 7 4 00 6 0
13Freer 16 6380 4 2 50 14 1 4 8 4 O 41 .3 2
54Paulson” 89 36 400 20 19 660 91 9 46 39 20 12 13 3 15 52
7i-Visher' 42 13 310 26 19 730 45 7 20 20 30 9 31 12 29
57Swomberg® 80 29 360 32 17 530 75 26 33 30 9 8 79 10 12
B4-Willis® 348 194 560120 90 750 478 70 184 58 14 19 2713 42 44
77.Walther® 204 78 380 44 30 680 186 35 66 51 26 19 11 8 19 33
9Tappefosss 2 0 0 1 0 O 0O 1 1 4 0 1 00 2 ©
73-Ellingson* 108 42 300 28 18 640 102 32 44 51 26 18 1210 12 51
75-Pavek 103 46 450 77 36 460 128 51 47 40 12 65 155 14 43

TOTALS
WADENA 1066 464 435 385 245 63.6 1173 284 536 343 169 102 10555 150 282
Opponents 1230 456 37.1 397 247 62.2 1159 335 413 339
* Letter winners
Point Percentage: Wadena, 55.9; Oppongnts, 55.1
Team Rebounds: Offense, 33; Defense, 67 - -
Turnovers: Wadena, 443 (21.1%); Opponents, 313 (14.9%) R
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Fun Stuff

Opponents of Interest

Mark Olberding 6°8”

Melrose High School 1971-74
Minnesota Gophers 1974-75
NBA 1975-87
-San Antonio Spurs
-Chicago Bulls
-KC/Sacramento Kings

December 1971

Mark Olberding played against Wadena in each of his
three seasons as a regular for “The Dutchman.” In early
1971 the 6’4" sophomore, Mark Olberding, led the
Dutchmen with 21 points beating the Indians easily on
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the road. Atthe time no one knew much about him.

Melrose’s Rally
Tips Wadena 61-52

Little Falls
Shades Wadena

Wadena bowed to Little Falls in a Mid-State battle on the Flyers
hardwood Friday night 71-55 and played one of its most outstanding
games of the season Tuesday night at Melrose losing to the
Dutchmen in the final three minutes 61-52.

Coach Lowell Roisum’s charges were in the Melrose battle all the
way and were ahead of the Dutchmen 5251 with three minutes
remaining.

Mark Olberding, a Melrose junior who stands at 6’7", sparked his
team’s victory with 39 points and 17 rebounds. Mark canned the
first nine shots he took from the field and finished with 18 of 21.

March, 1974

February, 1973

The next year Wadena traveled to Melrose
late in the season. Olberding was now 6’7"
and every basketball fan in the state knew of
him. The Indians put up a good fight. With
Wadena leading 52-51 with 3 minutes
remaining, Olberding (39 points, on 18/21
FG, and 17 rebounds) and the Dutchman
scored the last 10 points of the game.

In the Region 6 semifinals Wadena (19-2) drew #1 Class “A” Melrose (21-0). Olberding got
into early foul trouble, but Wadena was unable to capitalize. The Dutchmen won 52-36
behind Olberding’s 18 points. Melrose went on to claim the state title and finish 27-0.
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Frank Wachlarowicz 6’5”

Little Falls 1973-75
St. John’s University 1975-79

Frank Wachlarowicz, aka “Frankie Alphabet,” was 6’5” and built like a
lineman. He competed against Mid-State Conference opponent
Wadena four times in two years. He and his team were 3-1 against
the Indians. His best effort in those games was in the first 1974
encounter when he dropped in 35 points. The lone loss was in
meeting #2 of 1974 when Wadena won the game and the Mid-State
Conference, with the Flyers finishing second. In 1975 Little Falls won
_ WACHLAR v | twice as Wadena finished second and Little Falls not only won the
Littie fails conference, but they won the state championship as well.

The above facts are impressive, but not the reason Mr. Wachlarowicz N
is included in this “Opponents of Interest” section. The main reason ’ %
is because after his four years as a star on the Division Il St. John’s :
University basketball team, he had accumulated more points than any |-~
other Minnesota collegiate basketball player ever. At any level,
Division I, Il or lll. He amassed 2,357 points. His scoring record stood
for 39 years, from 1979-2018. Division Il St. Cloud State player Gage
Davis is the new record holder with 2,599 points.

Frank Wachlarowicz
The leading scorer in the history of

Minnesota collegiate basketball

A native of Little Falls, Minn., Frank Wachlarowicz
rewrote the record books at Saint John's including
most career rebounds and free throws. Wachlarowicz
had stunning career numbers for the Johnnies with
2 357 points, a Minnesota collegiate record at all
divisions. His impressive play on offense and defense
led Saint John's to four straight berths into the NAIA
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Brady Lipp

Breckenridge 1975-78
North Dakota State University 1978-81

Brady Lipp comes from a basketball family. His dad,
Steve Lipp, was the head coach in Breckenridge for
many years and enjoyed much success with Region 6
titles in 1976, 1978 and 1979. The Cowboys played
Wadena in a few games over the years but the biggest
for Wadena was in the 1978 Region 6 semifinals.

Lipp’s collegiate career was very successful at NDSU
where he was a member of the 1,000-point club and is a 2005 “Bison Hall of Fame”
inductee. He earned numerous awards and set many records, but | will only mention one.
In his junior year he set the school and North Central Conference record for free-throw
accuracy. He made over 97% of his free-throw attempts! To any knowledgeable
basketball fan that is an unheard-of number. And so it is, this skill set of Brady Lipp that
earns him inclusion into the “Opponents of Interest” section.

In 2003 Mr. Lipp attended the “NCAA Final Four” tournament. In addition to the college
basketball games at night there are many activities going on during the daytime. One
such activity that year was the NCAA Final Four Fans’ Hoop Shoot Free-Throw
Contest. Brady Lipp entered the contest. He won. He made 266 free throws in a row
before finally missing. Impressive!

The Last Word

| am sure there are other worthy “opponents of
interest” that should have been included here but
these three are the only ones | could think of
based on my first-hand knowledge and research.

Add the names of any other “Opponents of
Interest” that you would include. For example:

Opponents of Interest:
Dick Bremer - Staples Class of ‘74, Minnesota Twins TV announcer 1983 to present (2020).
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FAMILY FOOTPRINT

For the “Family Footprint” section | will most certainly overlook Wadena families whose
“footprint” on Wadena High School boys’ basketball should have been included. | have
tried to identify families whose members have contributed to WHS boys’ basketball for
periods of time spanning multiple decades. | have relied on the research | have done,
going back to “The Scrapbook 1900-59” and continuing with “The Scrapbook 1960-80.”
To allow for my oversight | have left an area at the end of this section for you to add any
families whom have left their footprint on Wadena basketball.

The Zosel Footprint

It is worth noting that from 1924-70 there were sixteen Wadena basketball teams that included at
least one Zosel, and at least one of those teams competed in each of the six decades represented
during that time. Additionally, Robert Zosel was the official scorer at the boys’ basketball games,
replacing his uncle Ray Zosel* in 1948. His tenure covered four decades, ending in the late
1970’s.

Many of the Zosels participated in the early years of the 1900’s. First names, stats and records
were sparse. The Zosel footprint was huge.

1920-30’s 8 teams 1940-70’s 8 teams
1924-25 Zosel, Harold 1946-47 Zosel
1925-26 Zosel, Harold & Leland 1954-55 Zosel, Tom
1926-27 Zosel, Harold 1955-56 Zosel, Tom
1928-29 Zosel 1959-60 Zosel, John & Dave
1929-30 Zosel (2) 1960-61 Zosel, John & Dave
1930-31 Zosel 1961-62 Zosel, Dave
1931-32 Zosel 1968-69 Zosel, Bobby

1960-70 Zosel, Bobby

VISITOR
76 30

Robert
Zosel

Intramural
Champ!

Wadena High School Basketball
Official Timekeeper 1948-1976

*Ray Zosel was listed as the “Chief Trainer” on the 1935-36 State Tournament runner-up team.
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The Browne Footprint

From 1933-78 Wadena High School basketball saw five Brownes play on eleven teams in four
different decades. Bill (1933-36) hit a mid-court game winning basket against Sleepy Eye in the
quarterfinals of the 1936 Minnesota High School State Tournament. The Indians went on to lose
to Bemidji in the championship game. Read more about that tournament in the “After the Fact”
section, on page 69.

The other Brownes included Bill’s brothers Don (1938-39) and Jack (1941-43) as well as Jack’s
sons Kip (1967-69) and Jeff (1975-78). Team accomplishments during their participation include:

1936 District 24 title (BIll)
1936 Region 6 title (Bill)
1936 State Runner-up (Bill)
1943 District 24 title (Jack)
1978 District 24 title (Jeff)

The Merickel Footprint

Thirteen teams from 1919-1974 included a Merickel. Maurice Sr. (1919-22), Franklin (1933-
36), Pat (Maurice Jr.) (1947-50), Ted (1953-55), and Tommy (1972-74). That is five Merickels
playing in six decades. Team accomplishments during their participation include:

1922 State Tournament (Maurice)

1934 District 24 title (Franklin)

1936 District 24 title (Franklin)

1936 Region 6 titles (Franklin)

1936 State Runner-up (Franklin)

1974 Mid-State Conference title (Tommy)
1974 District 24 title (Tommy)

The Schiller Footprint

Ten teams in three decades included one or more of the five Schillers that played from 1933-66.
Phil (1933-36), Paul (1936-39), Bob (1945-46) and Phil's sons Tony (1963-66) and twin brother
Larry (1964-66). Team accomplishments during their participation include:

1934 District 24 title (Phil)
1936 District 24 title (Phil)
1936 Region 6 title (Phil)
1936 State Runner-up (Phil)

The Willis Footprint

Harold Willis came to Wadena in 1955 and was the head basketball coach through 1964. Harold
had three sons, Greg (1967-69), Jebb (1971-74) and Brad (1977-80) that all played for the
Indians. Counting coach Willis this family was represented on eighteen teams covering four
decades. Team accomplishments during their participation include:

1959 Mid-State Conference title (Harold)
1974 Mid-State Conference title (Jebb)
1974 District 24 title (Jebb)

1978 District 24 title (Brad)

1980 Mid-State Conference title (Brad)
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The Last Word

The space below is for you the reader to add any families and
details that you feel should be included, based on your own
criteria. For example:

Family Footprints:

The Tappe Footprint

Lloyd Tappe (1950-52) and brother George (1955-57) played in the 1950’s. Lloyd’s sons Rick
(1973-75), Randy (1976-78), Ross (1978-80) and Ron (1979-80) placed at least one Tappe on
the Wadena Indians basketball teams for seven consecutive seasons through 1980.

1974 Mid-State Conference title (Rick)

1974 District 24 title (Rick)

1978 District 24 title (Randy)

1980 Mid-State Conference title (Ross and Ron)

The Gaslin Footprint
Milt Gaslin (1921-23) and sons Ted (1948-50) and Bill (1956-59) played on seven teams
spanning a period of almost four decades.

1923 State Tournament (Milt)
1959 Mid-State Conference title (Bill)
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Cream of the Crop

One last meaningless but fun thing to do. If | had to pick an all-star team of Wadena High School
players that played between 1900-1980, | know who four of the five would be. | have listed those
four and left the 5" spot open for you to fill in. | offer possible choices to consider but you might
have someone else in mind. Or you may want to start from scratch and pick your own five, or
ten, or whatever number you want.

Bob Hedstrom
6’3” Class of 1950

Bill Gaslin

6’2" Class of 1959

Jeff Browne
6’0" Class of 1978

Brad Willis

6’5" Class of 1980

1930’s

The Last Word

1940-50’s

Pick the 5" player or start from scratch:

1960-70’s

Below are some possible selections for that 5" spot:

1930’s
Russ Askew
Eddie Miller
Bill Browne
Phil Schiller
Glen Garr
1940’s
Dick Schmitz
Bruce Wilcox
1950’s
Dick Shearer
Sam Phillips

1960’s

Don Stoneman
Tony Schiller
Francis Plautz
Greg Willis

Kip Browne
1970’s

Jebb Willis
Roger Olson
Reggie Hooten

Or make your own list:
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January 7, 2020

Researching the first eighty years of Wadena High School basketball has truly been a labor of
love. This “Scrapbook 1960-80” will conclude my efforts to document its past. The primary
reason for this is because online research was not an option for the years of the late 1970’s and
beyond. The convenience of conducting research from the comfort of my recliner is what made
this project possible.

In addition to the online research conducted for the past two years | was also able to connect
with WHS alums from four decades covering the 1950’s-80’s. Some have provided their
memories while others provided access to their own scrapbooks and some have provided
financial assistance toward the cost of producing this scrapbook. | thank them all for their
unconditional generosity.

Before I bring this project to a close | would like address one last issue, and that is moving from
a one-class to a two-class state tournament and currently a four-class format. Speaking as a fan
of high school basketball (and not as a coach or a parent), at the end of a season | would like to
know who has the best team in the state. In the last five years of the 1960-80 seasons basketball
fans were denied knowing who had the best team. The sixteen seasons from 1960-75 saw the
best teams in the state to include Edgerton (1960), Marshall (1963), Luverne (1964), Sherburn
(1970), St. James (1972), Melrose (1974) and Little Falls (1975).

To increase interest and excitement for Minnesota high school basketball at tournament time
consider this simple proposal. “The Minnesota High School Basketball Final Four.” Keep the four-
class format, but one week after those champions are crowned have a tournament with the class
A vs 2A winner taking on the class 3A vs 4A winner in a “Final Four” title game. This would
guarantee a “David vs Goliath” matchup in the championship game. Plus, we find out who has
the best team. If you doubt my proposal re-read the previous paragraph. Seven smaller schools
were the state champs in a sixteen-year stretch. My guess is the kids from each team would jump
at the opportunity to participate.

I'know my idea will never come to be, but I think it would be great fun. | would attend.

The defense rests.

Thank you,

LR

Jebb Willis
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