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Dear Parents and Guardians,

As we begin the second semester, it is essential to address the issue of chronic absenteeism and
truancy to ensure the success and well-being of all students. School attendance has a significant
impact on overall student success. Addressing chronic absenteeism and developing good
attendance habits are solvable problems for which all stakeholders share the

responsibility. Parents are encouraged to prevent chronic absenteeism and actively support their
child's education. Please take a moment to read the following information and its impact on your

child's education.

Chronic Absenteeism: Chronic absenteeism refers to students repeatedly absent during the
school year, including_excused and unexcused absences. Unlike truancy, which focuses only on
unexcused absences, chronic absenteeism considers the accumulation of total absences.

Definition and Measurement: Chronic absence is missing 18 or more days ina school year.
Alabama's calculations for chronic absenteeism are reported as a school quality indicator on the
Jocal and State Report Card.

Impact on Students and Learning Environment:

« Chronic absenteeism is associated with negative consequences, including lower
achievement, disengagement from school, course failure, and an increased risk of
dropping out.

« Tt affects not only the absent students but also slows down instruction for others, making
it harder for everyone to learn.

Importance of Reducing Chronic Absence:
« Reducing chronic absence is crucial for closing achievement gaps and ensuring all
students have an equal opportunity to succeed.
« Ttis critical to realize the long-term benefits of investments in improved instruction and
curriculum by reducing chronic absences.

A free public education is one of the most tremendous benefits available to our state's children.
Please ensure your child achieves their full potential by attending school regularly.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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1 or 2 days a week doesn’t seem like much but...

If your child misses... That equals... Which is... A's‘cdhmi'nlg?‘tz: :,?"?f
1 day every 2 weeks 20 days per year 4 weeks per year Nearly 1 % years
1 day per week aodeysperyesr | Swesksperyear | Over2Yysarsof
2 days per week 80 days per year 16 weeks per year Over S years
3 days per week 120 days per year 24 weeks per year Nearly 8 years

How about 10 minutes late a day? Surely that won't affect my child?

He/she is only
missing just...

That equals...

Which is...

And over 13 years of
schooling that’s...

10 mins per day

50 mins per week

Nearly 1 ¥ weeks per
yaar

Nearly )2 year

20 mins per day

1 hr. 40 mins per week

Over 2 ¥ waeks per
year

Nearly 1 year

30 mins per day

Half a day per week

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1 ¥ years

1 hour per day

1 day per week

2 weeaks per year

Qver 2 ¥ years

EVERY DAY COUNTS

If you want your child to be successful at school then, YES, attendance does matter!
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Attendance

in the early gradss

Who is affected
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What families can do
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Find out what day schenl staets a0d make
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