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Appendix A: Best Interest in School of Origin Decisions: A Checklist for Decision Making

Student Name:

Date:

Remaining in the Same School (School of Origin) Transferring to a New School Considerations

Considerations

Y | Continuity of Instruction Y | Continuity of Instruction
Student is best served at the same school due to Student is best served at a different school due to his
prior history. or her history/future.

Y | Age and grade placement of the student Y | Age and grade placement of the student
Maintaining friends and contacts with peers is Maintaining friends and contacts with peers is not
critical to the student’s meaningful school experience critical to the student’s meaningful school experience
and participation. The student has been in this and participation. The student has attended the
environment for an extended period of time. school of origin for only a brief time. The student has

destructive or dangerous relationships at their school
of origin.

Y | Academic Strength Y | Academic Strength
The child’s academic performance is weak, and the The child’s academic performance is strong and at
child would fall further behind if he/she transferred grade level and the child would likely recover
to another school. academically from a school transfer.

Y | Social and emotional state Y | Social and emotional state
The child is suffering from the effects of mobility, has The child seems to be coping adequately with
developed strong ties to the current school, does not mobility, does not feel strong ties to the current
want to leave, or involved in school related or extra- school, does not mind transferring to another school,
curricular activities. or is not involved in school related or extra-curricular

activities.

Y | Distance of the commute and its impact on the Y | Distance of the commute and its impact on the
student’s education and/or special needs student’s education and/or special needs
The advantage of remaining in the school of origin Shorter commute may help the student’s
outweighs any potential disadvantages presented by concentration, attitude, or readiness for school. The
the length of the commute. new school can meet all of the necessary educational

and special needs of the student.

Y | Personal safety of the student Y | Personal safety of the student
The school of origin has advantages for the safety of The new school has advantages for the safety of the
the student. student.

Y | Student’s need for special instruction Y | Student’s need for special instruction
The student’s need for special instruction, such as The student’s need for special instruction, such as
Section 504 or special education and related services, Section 504 or special education and related services,
can be met better at the school of origin. can be met better at the new school.

Y | Length of anticipated stay in a temporary or Y | Length of anticipated stay in a temporary or
permanent location permanent location
The student’s current living situation is outside the The student’s current living situation appears to be
school of origin attendance area, but his/her living stable and unlikely to change suddenly. The student
situation or location continues to be uncertain. The will benefit from developing relationships with school
student will benefit from the continuity offered by peers who live in his or her community.
remaining in the school of origin.

Y | Academic Performance Ranking Y | Academic Performance Ranking
The school is in program improvement, but the The school of origin is in Program Improvement and
student is connected (academically or socially) to the the new potential school will meet the educational
school which outweighs transferring to a new school needs of the student. The new school can provide
or higher performing school. more academic support services and greater

opportunities than the school of origin.

Revised 1/22/2014




Appenaix b: pest Interest veterminauon UIspute Kesouton
School Foster Care

STUDENT ENROLLMENT DISPUTE FORM

Grade:

School Name: School Address

School Telephone Number School Fax Number
Students Name: SSN/SN:
Current Address:

E-911 Address (Street Address)

City State Zip Code
Complainant Information

Name Relationship to Student

Current Telephone Number

Current Address:

y Telephone Number
City State Zip Code

Note:  Student information regarding address, telephone number, information protected by Everyday School Records Act can be released only to
parent, guardian, the student, or a person specifically designated as a representative of the parent or guardian.

Name of school that complainant chooses student to be immediately enrolled in and/or transported to/from until dispute

is resolved:

Is this the school of origin? If no, from which school was the student transferred?

Reason for Complaint

Complainant Signature
You may contact the state coordinator if further help is needed:
State Coordinator for Homeless Education
Sally Meek, State Coordinator Foster Care
Alabama Department of Education
Office: (334) 242-8199
FAX: (334) 242-0496

Date

School Use Only

Principal’s Action on the Complaint
Taken within school day(s) after receiving notice of the complaint.
Date central office contact person was notified of the dispute:

Revised 1/22/2014



Appendix B: Best Interest Determination Dispute Resolution

DISTRICT DISPUTE RESOLUTION FORM - Foster Care

Student’s Name:

SSN/SN

School Name:

Grade:

District Action on Complaint
Taken within school days after receiving notice of the complaint. Was the complaint resolved at the district
level? yes no

If the dispute was resolved at the district level, describe the action taken by the Ozark City Schools Foster Care Liaison to
resolve the dispute to the satisfaction of the complainant:

If the dispute was not resolved to the satisfaction of the complainant, did the Foster Care Point of Contact convene a meeting
of the interested parties to attempt resolution of the dispute? yes no. If yes, when and where did the
meeting take place? Describe the outcome of the meeting.

If no, will a meeting be held for resolution purposes? When? Where?

If a resolution cannot be derived at the district level, the Foster Care Point of Contact should assist the complainant in
contacting service organizations to provide technical assistance to the complainant. Did the Foster Care Point of Contact assist
the complainant in this manner? yes no

Name of service organization contacted for assistance

Was the dispute resolved? Date

Describe the resolution:

Complainant Signature Foster Care Point of Contact

You may contact the state coordinator if further help is needed:
State Coordinator for Homeless Education
Sally Meek, State Coordinator for Foster Care
Alabama Department of Education
Office: (334) 242-8199
FAX: (334) 242-0496

Revised 1/22/2014



Appendix C: Iransportation Dispute Kesolution

School Foster Care

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION DISPUTE FORM

School Name: School Address

School Telephone Number School Fax Number
Students Name: SSN/SN: Grade:
Current Address:

E-911 Address (Street Address)

City State Zip Code Current Telephone Number
Complainant Information

Name Relationship to Student

Current Address:

; Telephone Number
City State Zip Code

Note:  Student information regarding address, telephone number, information protected by Everyday School Records Act can be released only to
parent, guardian, the student, or a person specifically designated as a representative of the parent or guardian.

Name of school that complainant chooses student to be immediately enrolled in and/or transported to/from until dispute
is resolved:

Is this the school of origin? _ If no, from which school was the student transferred?

Reason for Complaint

Complainant Signature Date
You may contact the state coordinator if further help is needed:
State Coordinator for Homeless Education
Sally Meek, State Coordinator Foster Care
Alabama Department of Education
Office: (334) 242-8199
FAX: (334) 242-0496

School Use Only

Principal’s Action on the Complaint
Taken within school day(s) after receiving notice of the complaint.
Date central office contact person was notified of the dispute:

Revised 1/22/2014



