
Inviting Student Engagement With Questioning
     The following excerpts are taken directly from the article, “Inviting Student Engagement With Questioning” by Chris A. Caram and Patsy B. Davis from the Fall 2005 issue of Kappa Delta Pi RECORD. It deals with engaging students with questioning techniques.

Teacher Generated Questioning
     Questioning is a highly effective strategy that has the potential to successfully engage students. Questioning a particular student about an aspect of a lesson prompts the attention of that student as well as most of the students in close proximity. The distribution of questions should include all students, yet be unpredictable so that students know that their attention is required. 

     To engage learners effectively with questions, teachers must foster a culture of investigation in which students are receptive to questioning -- encouraged and willing to respond. Teachers can reinforce student efforts verbally and thereby sustain engagement.

Effective Strategies

     1. Create a classroom culture open to dialogue. A positive expression, nod, or verbal acknowledgment of a correct response encourages students to participate in discussions. Pose questions in nonthreatening ways and receive answers in a supportive fashion. 

     2. Use both preplanned and emerging questions. Preplanned questions are those prepared by the teacher to introduce new concepts, focus the discussion on certain items, steer the discussion in specific directions, or identify the level of student knowledge on the topic. Emerging questions derive from the discussion itself and need to go with the flow, using student responses to bring depth and breadth to the lesson.

     3. Select an appropriate level of questions based on learner’s needs.  Assess students’ needs and tailor questions to maximize the number of correct answers. One good strategy is to start with knowledge-level questions and graduate to open-ended questions -- perhaps building from the recall of facts to higher levels of thinking and problem solving. If a question requiring a higher-level thinking skill confuses a student, pose a question requiring a different level of thinking. Progressing from simple questions to more difficult ones that require reasoning helps students develop cognitive abilities and critical thinking skills. 

     4. Avoid trick questions and those that require only a Yes or No response. Trick questions frustrate students and tend to encourage frivolous responses. Yes or No questions encourage students to respond without fully understanding or thinking through the issue.

     5. Phrase questions carefully, concisely, and clearly. This avoids overlapping responses, unintentional cueing, and the teacher’s inability to accurately assess student understanding.

     6. Address questions to the group or to individuals randomly. Pose the question to the entire group and wait before identifying a student to respond. The wait time encourages all students to think about the response, because they do not know who will be selected to answer. Select both volunteers and others to answer questions. Occasionally calling on a student prior to asking the question is a technique that can be used to redirect an inattentive student. 

     7. Use sufficient wait time. At least five to ten seconds are needed for students to think about and respond to the questions. 

     8. Respond to answers given by students. Listen carefully to the answers given by students; do not interrupt students while they are responding to questions unless they are straying far off course, are unfocused, or are being disruptive. Respond to correct answers with positive reinforcement. Sarcasm, reprimands, accusations, and personal attacks are ineffective and harmful. Repeat answers only when other students have not heard them; repeating wastes time. Handle incomplete questions by reinforcing what is correct and then asking probing questions. Probing questions require the student to think beyond the initial response; they direct, develop, or refocus the student’s response. 

     9. Deliberately frame questions to promote student interest. Questions should be sufficiently open to accommodate diverse interests and learning styles, and to allow for individual responses and creative approaches -- even ones that the teacher has not considered. Consider that there may be multiple answers to many questions. 

     10. Use questions to identify learning objectives for follow-up self-study. Pose questions toward the end of the teaching session to identify specific areas for additional learning opportunities that students can pursue on their own to extend learning.

Student-Generated Questioning.
     Teachers who are successful in motivating and engaging students often establish the classroom practice of inviting student-generated questions. Students can realize more ownership in the learning process and become active participants, responsible for their own growth. Letting students lead can generate a motivation that is distinctive. 

     As an additional benefit, when students question students to construct their own knowledge, they develop lifelong social skills and caring attitudes toward their peers. Interestingly, cooperation increases and competition decreases. Cognitive

engagement is ensured in situations that involve students to this degree. 
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