
Morgan Academy Summer Reading REVISED 

Grades 7-9 for 2024-2025 

7th grade summer reading- *Pick two of the six 

Deep Water by Watt Key – Realistic fiction. 264 pages.  

ISBN 13: 978-1250294395 

https://www.amazon.com/Deep-Water-Watt-Key/dp/1250294398 

It's the most important rule of scuba diving: If you don't feel right, don't go down. 

 

So after her father falls ill, twelve-year-old Julie Sims must take over and lead two of his clients 
on a dive miles off the coast of Alabama while her father stays behind in the boat. When the 

clients, a reckless boy Julie's age and his equally foolhardy father, disregard Julie's instructions 

during the dive, she quickly realizes she's in over her head. 

 

And once she surfaces, things only get worse: One of the clients is in serious condition, and their 

dive boat has vanished--along with Julie's father, the only person who knows their whereabouts. 

It's only a matter of time before they die of hypothermia, unless they become shark bait first. 

Though Julie may not like her clients, it's up to her to save them all. 
 

Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech – Realistic Fiction. 280 pages.  

ISBN 13: 978-0060560133 

https://www.amazon.com/Walk-Two-Moons-Sharon-Creech/dp/0060560134 

"How about a story? Spin us a yarn." 

Instantly, Phoebe Winterbottom came to mind. "I could tell you an extensively strange story," I 

warned. 

"Oh, good!" Gram said. "Delicious!" 

And that is how I happened to tell them about Phoebe, her disappearing mother, and the lunatic. 

 

As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's outrageous story, her own story begins to unfold 

— the story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose only wish is to be reunited with her missing mother. 
 

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling – Realistic Fiction. 262 pages.  

ISBN 13:  978-1454923459 

https://www.amazon.com/Insignificant-Events-Cactus-Dusti-Bowling/dp/1454923458 

Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a 

wildfire in Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without them. And when her parents take a job 

running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them 

across the country knowing that she’ll have to answer the question over and over again. 

 

Her new life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor, a classmate who also feels 

isolated because of his own disability, and they discover a room at Stagecoach Pass that holds 

bigger secrets than Aven ever could have imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, 

and face your worst fears. But Aven’s about to discover she can do it all . . . even without arms. 



 

 

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen – Realistic Fiction. 266 pages. 

 ISBN 13: 978-0380805600 

https://www.amazon.com/Touching-Spirit-Bear-Ben-Mikaelsen/dp/038080560X 

Within Cole Matthews lies anger, rage and hate. Cole has been stealing and fighting for years. 

This time he caught Peter Driscal in the parking lot and smashed his head against the sidewalk. 

Now, Peter may have permanent brain damage and Cole is in the biggest trouble of his life. 

 

Cole is offered Circle Justice: a system based on Native American traditions that attempts to 

provide healing for the criminal offender, the victim, and the community. With prison as his only 
alternative, Cole plays along. He says he wants to repent, but in his heart, Cole blames his 

alcoholic mom, his abusive dad, wimpy Peter (everyone but himself) for his situation. 

 

Cole receives a one-year banishment to a remote Alaskan island. There, he is mauled by a 

mysterious white bear of Native American legend. Hideously injured, Cole waits for death. His 

thoughts shift from anger to humility. To survive, he must stop blaming others and take 

responsibility for his life. Rescuers arrive to save Cole's body, but it is the attack of the Spirit 

Bear that may save his soul. 

 

The Unexpected Life of Oliver Cromwell Pitts by Avi – Historical Fiction. 304 pages.  

 

ISBN 13:  978-1616205645 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Unexpected-Life-Oliver-Cromwell-Pitts/dp/1616205644 

 

In the seaside town of Melcombe Regis, England, 1724, Oliver Cromwell Pitts wakes to find his 

father missing and his house flooded by a recent storm. He’s alone in his ruined home with no 

money and no food. Oliver’s father has left behind a barely legible waterlogged note: he’s gone to 

London, where Oliver’s sister, Charity, is in trouble. Exploring damage to the town in the storm’s 

aftermath, Oliver discovers a shipwreck on the beach. Removing anything from a wrecked ship is 

a hanging offense, but Oliver finds money that could save him, and he can’t resist the temptation 

to take it. When his crime is discovered, Oliver flees, following the trail of his father and sister. 

The journey is full of thieves, adventurers, and treachery--and London might be the most 

dangerous place of all. 
 

The Great Trouble: A Mystery of London, the Blue Death, and a Boy Called Eel by Deborah 
Hopkinson – Historical Fiction. 249 pages. 

 

ISBN 13: 978-0375843082 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Great-Trouble-Mystery-London-Called/dp/0375843086 

 

Eel has troubles of his own: As an orphan and a “mudlark,” he spends his days in the filthy River 

Thames, searching for bits of things to sell. He’s being hunted by Fisheye Bill Tyler, and a nastier 
man never walked the streets of London. And he’s got a secret that costs him four precious 

shillings a week to keep safe. But even for Eel, things aren’t so bad until that fateful August day 

in 1854—the day the deadly cholera (“blue death”) comes to Broad Street. 



  

Everyone believes that cholera is spread through poisonous air. But one man, Dr. John Snow, has 

a different theory. As the epidemic surges, it’s up to Eel and his best friend, Florrie, to gather 

evidence to prove Dr. Snow’s theory—before the entire neighborhood is wiped out. 

 

8th grade-*Pick two of the four 

Stargirl – Jerry Spinelli  

ISBN-13: 978-0439444439 

 

Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways 

hum with the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’s heart with just one smile. She 

sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted at 

first, then, they turn on her.  

Stargirl is suddenly shunned for everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and 

desperate with love, urges her to become the very thing that can destroy her: normal. In this celebration of 

nonconformity, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a tense, emotional tale about the perils of 

popularity and the thrill and inspiration of first love. 

Among the Hidden – Margaret P. Haddix  

ISBN-13: 978-0689824753 

 

In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, 

Luke, an illegal third child, has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm in this 

start to the Shadow Children series from Margaret Peterson Haddix. 

Luke has never been to school. He's never had a birthday party, or gone to a friend's house for an 

overnight. In fact, Luke has never had a friend. 

Luke is one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the Population Police. He's lived 

his entire life in hiding, and now, with a new housing development replacing the woods next to his 

family's farm, he is no longer even allowed to go outside. 

Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the window of a house where he knows two other 

children already live. Finally, he's met a shadow child like himself. Jen is willing to risk everything to 

come out of the shadows -- does Luke dare to become involved in her dangerous plan? Can he afford not 

to? 

Teacher’s Funeral – Richard Peck  

ISBN-13: 978-0142405079 

 

If your teacher has to die, August isn't a bad time of year for it," begins Richard Peck's latest 

novel, a book full of his signature wit and sass. Russell Culver is fifteen in 1904, and he's raring to leave 

his tiny Indiana farm town for the endless sky of the Dakotas. To him, school has been nothing but a 

chain holding him back from his dreams. Maybe now that his teacher has passed on, they'll shut the 

school down entirely and leave him free to roam. 

 



No such luck. Russell has a particularly eventful season of schooling ahead of him, led by a 

teacher he never could have predicted-perhaps the only teacher equipped to control the likes of him: his 

sister Tansy. Despite stolen supplies, a privy fire, and more than any classroom's share of snakes, Tansy 

will manage to keep that school alive and maybe, just maybe, set her brother on a new, wiser course 

 

Alabama Moon-Watt Key 

ISBN—13: 978-0312384289 

For as long as ten-year-old Moon can remember, he has lived out in the forest in a shelter with his 

father.  They keep to themselves; their only contact with other human beings an occasional trip to the 

general store.  When Moon’s father dies, Moon follows his father’s last instructions:  to travel to Alaska 

and find others like themselves.  But Moon is soon caught and entangled in a world he doesn’t 

understand; he’s become the property of the government he has been avoiding all his life.  As he 

encounters constables, jails, institutions, and true friends, he adapts his wilderness skills and learns to 

survive in the outside world. 

9th grade-*Pick two of the six 

 

The Adoration of Jenna Fox by Mary E. Pearson  

◆ ISBN-13: 9780312594411  

◆ Who is Jenna Fox? Seventeen-year-old Jenna has been told that is her name. She has just awoken from 

a coma, they tell her, and she is still recovering from a terrible accident in which she was involved a year 

ago. But what happened before that? Jenna doesn't remember her life. Or does she? And are the memories 

really hers? This fascinating novel represents a stunning new direction for acclaimed author Mary 

Pearson. Set in near future America, it takes readers on an unforgettable journey through questions of bio-

medical ethics and the nature of humanity. Mary Pearson's vividly drawn characters and masterful writing 

soar to a new level of sophistication. 

 

Ali Cross by James Patterson  

◆ ISBN-13: 9780316530415  

◆ James Patterson's blockbuster Alex Cross series has sold over 100 million copies--and now he's 

bringing those thrills to a new generation! Alex's son Ali is eager to follow in his father's footsteps as a 

detective, but when his best friend goes missing, what price will he have to pay to solve the mystery? Ali 

Cross has always looked up to his father, former detective and FBI agent Alex Cross. While solving some 

of the nation's most challenging crimes, his father always kept his head and did the right thing. Can Ali 

have the same strength and resolve? When Ali's best friend Abraham is reported missing, Ali is desperate 

to find him. At the same time, a string of burglaries targets his neighborhood---and even his own house. 

With his father on trial for a crime he didn't commit, it's up to Ali to search for clues and find his friend. 

But being a kid sleuth isn't easy---especially when your father warns you not to get involved!---and Ali 



soon learns that clues aren't always what they seem. Will his detective work lead to a break in Abraham's 

case or cause even more trouble for the Cross family?  

 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins, Dystopian Fiction (384 pages) 

◆ ISBN-13: 9780439023528 

◆ Winning means fame and fortune. Losing means certain death. The Hunger Games have 

begun. . . . In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a 

shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and 

keeps the districts in line by forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the ages of 

twelve and eighteen to participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death sentence when she steps forward to 

take her sister's place in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead before-and survival, for 

her, is second nature. Without really meaning to, she becomes a contender. But if she is to win, 

she will have to start making choices that weigh survival against humanity and life against 

love. 

 

 The Book Thief by Markus Zusak  

◆ ISBN-13: 9780375842207  

◆ It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier and will 

become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager 

existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of 

her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors 

during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.   

 

The Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard  

◆ ISBN-13: 9780062310644  

◆ Red Queen, by #1 New York Times bestselling author Victoria Aveyard, is a sweeping tale of power, 

intrigue, and betrayal, perfect for fans of George R.R. Martin's Game of Thrones series. Mare Barrow's 

world is divided by blood--those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted 

with superhuman abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a thief in a poor, rural village, until a twist of 

fate throws her in front of the Silver court. Before the king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she 

has an ability of her own. To cover up this impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost 

Silver princess and betroths her to one of his own sons. As Mare is drawn further into the Silver world, 

she risks everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet Guard--a growing Red rebellion--even 

as her heart tugs her in an impossible direction. One wrong move can lead to her death, but in the 

dangerous game she plays, the only certainty is betrayal.  

 

 



 

 

Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom  

◆ ISBN-13: 9780767905923  

◆ Maybe it was a grandparent, or a teacher, or a colleague. Someone older, patient, and wise, who 

understood you when you were young and searching, helped you see the world as a more profound place, 

gave you sound advice to help you make your way through it. For Mitch Albom, that person was Morrie 

Schwartz, his college professor from nearly twenty years ago. Maybe, like Mitch, you lost track of this 

mentor as you made your way, and the insights faded, and the world seemed colder. Wouldn't you like to 

see that person again, ask the bigger questions that still haunt you, receive wisdom for your busy life 

today the way you once did when you were younger? Mitch Albom had that second chance. He 

rediscovered Morrie in the last months of the older man's life. Knowing he was dying, Morrie visited 

Mitch in his study every Tuesday, just as they used to back in college. Their rekindled relationship turned 

into one final "class": lessons in how to live. Tuesdays with Morrie is a magical chronicle of their time 

together, through which Mitch shares Morrie's lasting gift with the world. 

 

 


