Texas History
Syllabus
Instructor: Mrs. Crystal Eichhorn
Email: ceichhorn@nordheimisd.org
Classroom: 304
Conference Period: 7th period (1:54 – 2:41)


Classroom Learning Expectations
· Be prepared for class daily. This means you have completed all assignments and are ready for discussion.
· Attendance is a must in order to be successful in this class. Much of this class is centered around class assignments, group work, projects, and discussions. If you miss too much class time, your grade will suffer. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get any information, notes, or assignments from the Absence Folder. If you missed a quiz or an exam, you will need to schedule a make-up.
· All school rules, including the use of cell phones, smart watch, earbuds, and inappropriate language, will be enforced both in and out of the classroom.
· Please see me if you have any issues, questions, or concerns about the expectations or requirements to succeed in this class.

Important Class Policies
· Email: When you contact me by email (ceichhorn@nordheimisd.org), please remember to include as a courtesy, a salutation (Dear Mrs. Eichhorn,…), and a precise description of your concern, issue, etc. Every attempt is made to respond to student emails within 24 hours of receipt, except on weekends.
· Conference Period: My conference period is 7th period 1:54pm - 2:41pm. You may stop by to ask questions or concerns you may have. I’m also available before/after school and during lunch with a lunch pass to my room.
· Academic (Dis)Honesty: All students must abide by the Student Honor Code of Conduct and Academic Honor Policy, as outlined in the Nordheim Student Handbook. NO instances of plagiarism, including the use of ChatGPT or other Open AI Technologies, will be tolerated in this course. All work will be run through a Plagiarism Checker.


Grades
· Grades will be based on daily work, homework, quizzes, projects, group work, exams, class discussions, and participation.
· There will be 10 or more daily grades and 3 or more exams.
· You get one chance to make corrections to a failed assessment. You will need to ask for the “Assignment Corrections Contract.”
· If you pass an assessment, you will not be able to improve your grade. 

Grade Scale
A 	90 – 100
B 	80 – 89 
C 	68.5 – 79 
F 	below 68.5

Late Work
I will accept individual work late with points being deducted.
· 1st day late =  10 points off
· 2nd day late = 20 points off
· 3rd day late = 30 points off
· 4 or more days late work will not be accepted, and a grade of zero will be recorded in the grade book.
· Students will not be allowed to make up homework at progress report time or at the end of the grading period

Teamwork, group projects, and major projects/assignments are due on the assigned due date; turning them in late is NOT an option.

Extra Credit
There will be opportunities to earn extra credit throughout the six weeks.

Cellphones
· The Nordheim Cell Phone Policy will be followed in my classroom. The Nordheim Cell Phone Policy can be found in the Nordheim Student Handbook.




Bathroom Breaks/Leaving Class
To leave the classroom, you must sign out and sign in upon departure and return. Bathroom Breaks/Leaving Class will not be allowed at the start or end of class. You will be responsible for getting any information you missed while you were out of the classroom. Abuse of privilege will result in a 1:1 meeting, loss of privilege, or further action. If you are out of the classroom for an extended period of time, a call to the office will be placed to check on you.

Absentees
· For excused absences, it is your responsibility to get any information, notes, or assignments from the Absence Folder. If you missed a quiz or an exam, it is your responsibility to schedule a make-up.
· For excused absence, you will have the number of class periods absent to turn in make-up work for full credit.
· If you know in advance that you will not be in class, talk to me in advance to get your assignments and check Google Classroom for new work or assignments.
· For an unexcused absence, make-up work is not accepted for in-class or group work. Other work, including homework, will be for a maximum grade of 70.
· Example: Absent on Monday, received work on Tuesday, due on Wednesday, and late on Thursday.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is an increasingly common form of academic misconduct.
· Turning in someone else's work as your own
· Copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit
· Failing to put a quotation in quotation marks
· Giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation
· Changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source without giving credit
· Copying so many words or ideas from a source makes up the majority of your work, whether you give credit or not.
Plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the assignment. Cheating on any assignment – in-class tests or out-of-class papers – will result in a zero for that assignment. If this happens, you will not be allowed to make up or redo the test or assignment.  If you cut and paste something from the internet (even just a small portion of your paper) and turn it in to me as your own work, you will make a ZERO on that assignment, and you will NOT have ANY opportunity to make it up.
NO instances of plagiarism, including the use of ChatGPT or other Open AI Technologies, will be tolerated in this course. All work will be run through a Plagiarism Checker.

Parental/Guardian Involvement
I encourage parents and guardians to be active in their students' learning. Please keep up to date with your students' participation and progress in my class. You are welcome to contact me anytime via email or phone regarding any questions, comments, or concerns regarding your student. I also welcome parent/teacher conferences.

Course Assignment Description

Google Classroom
· Class announcements will be posted on Google Classroom.
· Due dates for class assignments will be posted on Google Classroom.
· Some class assignments will be posted and turned in on Google Classroom.
· Students have access to Google Classroom at all times.

Reading for Discussion Days
· Handout readings will be handed out on Fridays for the following week's discussion days.
· The best way to prepare for the daily discussion is to do the readings and take notes in your journal.
· Write down any questions or anything you may not understand and bring them up in the discussion.

Exams
There will be Unit Exams and a Semester Final. The exams will be given at the start of the class and comprise multiple-choice questions, matching, vocabulary, true/false, and/or an essay question.

Quizzes
In lieu of Unit Exams, there will be quizzes at the beginning of class that contain questions about the lectures, readings, vocabulary, and other chapter work. The only makeup quizzes will be for an excused absence or other school-related activity.


Participation
Participation is not just a requirement; it's a key part of your learning experience. Your active involvement in every class discussion is crucial to your overall participation grade and the collective understanding of the subject matter.

Journals
You will jot down your notes in the journals, which can be complete sentences or bullet points. Use the journals to prepare for daily discussion. Write out responses to other assignments for the journal when assigned. At random times during the six weeks, I’ll collect the journals and grade them as fail/pass. I want to see your reading notes, notes over course materials, and other assignments to have a pass grade. New entries should have a title to let me know they are new.
Example:
Date: 8/1/24
Title: Daily Discussion Reading/Daily Lectures/Other Assignments
Entry

Notecards
You will have note cards to use as study tools for exams. You will keep these cards in your pencil holder in your course binder. These cards are essential to keep up with because they are essential in the unit and semester exams.


Final Semester Project
For your final semester project, you will depict one topic through an artistic medium, PowerPoint, poster, or other approved form. The topics and further instructions will be provided later.

Other course assignment instructions will be given at the time of the assignment. 









Texas History Syllabus Contract

Goal: The grade I, __________________________________(name), want to get this six weeks and semester in Texas History is a(n) _______.

I have read, discussed, fully understand, and accept the expectations and requirements outlined in this syllabus and will return it to Mrs. Eichhorn by Monday, August 18, 2025.

___________________________	__________________________
Student Signature 				Parent/Guardian Signature

___________________________	__________________________
Date 							Date

Parent/Guardian Contact Information

___________________________ 	__________________________
1st Contact Name					2nd Contact Name

___________________________ 	__________________________
Phone Number					Phone Number

___________________________	__________________________
E-mail						E-mail

I prefer to communicate about my student via:

	 Phone Call

	 E-mail
