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Independent Home School Requirements 

Grades K-12 
Parents or legal guardians wanting to educate their school age child(ren) in an independent home school 
must meet specific requirements established under Tennessee state law (Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-3050).   

Getting Started: Initial Registration 

How do I register my child for an independent 
home school? 

File an Intent to Home School Form with the local 
school district where your family resides. The form 
is on the Tennessee Department of Education’s 
Home School webpage. 

When can I register my child for independent home 
school? 

Anytime. There is no deadline for registering your 
child for home school the first time. For each 
subsequent year of independent home school, the 
Intent to Home School Form should be submitted 
prior to the start of each school year. 

Who can register a child for independent home 
school? 

Only parents or legal guardians can register a child 
for independent home school. Legal guardians are 
required to present proof of guardianship at the 
time of registration. 

What education level is required by the parent-
teacher? 

Parent-teachers must have a high school diploma 
or GED. Proof of education must be submitted with 
the Intent to Home School Form. 

What are the vaccination requirements? Proof of vaccination is not required for 
independent home school students. 

Is there a specific curriculum that must be used for 
an independent home school? 

Parent-teachers are responsible for selecting and 
purchasing the curriculum used in their 
independent home school. The school district will 
ask for the identification of the selected curriculum. 

Where do I submit the Intent to Home School Form 
and accompanying documentation? 

Each local school district has a designated home 
school coordinator responsible for assisting 
families with the home school process. The Intent to 
Home School Form and supporting documentation 
can be emailed to the home school coordinator, or 
you can call the coordinator for mailing or drop off 
information.  

A list of home school coordinators is on the Home 
School webpage.  

  

https://advance.lexis.com/documentprint/documentprintclick/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=f22b0a40-73a0-470a-9d44-eadc2e425d9d&ecomp=-3vckkk&prid=b42a9481-3364-404c-9abd-2909d3478bf0
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/home-schooling-in-tn.html
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Ongoing Registration & Reporting Requirements 

Continued Registration A new Intent to Home School Form must be submitted prior to the start of 
each school year. 

Instructional Requirements Students must have a minimum of four (4) hours of instruction per day for 
180 days per year. 

Attendance Reporting Attendance records must be submitted to the director of schools in the 
school district where the student lives at the end of each school year. 
Attendance records are subject to inspection at any time by the local 
director of schools.  

A calendar template is available on the Home School webpage or parent-
teachers may select their own calendar for documenting attendance. 

Testing Students in grades 5, 7, and 9 must take the same state-board-approved, 
secure standardized tests required of public-school students (not the high 
school proficiency test). In Tennessee, this is the Tennessee 
Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP). 

Test Results If a home-school student falls six (6) to nine (9) months behind as 
determined by the test results, the parent-teacher shall consult with a 
Tennessee state licensed teacher to design a remedial course and report 
the course to the local director of schools.  

If the student performs one (1) year or more below grade level on two (2) 
consecutive tests, the superintendent may require parents or legal 
guardians to enroll the student in a public or private school. 

Location and Cost of Testing Students may take the TCAP exams at the local public school that the 
student would otherwise attend at no charge OR at a professional testing 
service location approved by the local school district at the parent-
teacher’s expense.  

Tests administered by a professional testing service must be the same 
tests administered at the public school and within 30 days of the statewide 
test. Currently, the approved test is the Tennessee Comprehensive 
Assessment Program (TCAP). Test results must be shared with the parent-
teacher, director of schools, and the state board of education. 

Grading and Transcripts The parent-teacher is responsible for creating and maintaining grades and 
school transcripts.  

High School Diploma or 
Certificate of Attendance 

The parent-teacher is responsible for creating the high school diploma or 
certificate of attendance. The state or local school district does not provide 
a diploma for home school students graduating from high school. 

Entering or Re-Entering 
Public or Approved Private 
Schools 

Students will be tested for placement upon enrollment in a public or 
approved private school. Students in grades 9-12 will be tested in each 
subject area for credits toward graduation. 

https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/home-schooling-in-tn.html

