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Why read over 

the summer?

Want to help your child beat the heat and the summer slide? Here are some tips from First Book to help kids develop their literacy 

skills:

● Reading is reading. Don’t be too picky about the type of reading material. Books, magazines, or comics are all legitimate 

options.

● Don’t worry too much about the book being appropriately challenging. Summer is a perfect time to foster a lifelong love of 

reading and learning which might mean going back and re-reading old favorites or picking up a book to read just for fun.

● Model the behavior you want to see. If you want your child to read in his or her leisure time, read in your leisure time.

● Set aside a regular time for reading. This might be daily or a couple times a week. A child could read to an adult, an adult to a 

child, a child to a peer, or a child to a pet. (Yes really, a pet! Therapy dogs are trained to work with struggling readers.)

● Ask questions. Try to foster both comprehension (e.g. Who is the main character?) and critical thinking (e.g. What do you think 

will happen next? Why?).

● Show that it is okay to struggle. Illustrate what it is like to struggle with a challenging reading passage and how to overcome 

those challenges. Do you use context clues? Talk through your thinking. Do you look up a word? Show how to use the 

dictionary. It is important for children to know that reading, just like playing a sport, requires practice and learning.    

https://www.liveunitedlubbock.org/summer-slide-adds-up 

https://firstbook.org/blog/2011/07/08/first-book-friday-summer-literacy-skills/
https://www.liveunitedlubbock.org/summer-slide-adds-up
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Historical Fiction

Click the 

books for 

links to 

more info.

https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Striped-Pajamas-John-Boyne/dp/0385751532/ref=sr_1_1?crid=10YMYAZ95BUMO&dchild=1&keywords=the+boy+in+the+striped+pajamas&qid=1622118361&s=books&sprefix=the+boy+in+the+stri%2Cstripbooks%2C162&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375842209/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1YKEVMW649ZRG&dchild=1&keywords=the+book+thief&qid=1622118416&s=books&sprefix=book+theif%2Cstripbooks%2C158&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Boys-Who-Challenged-Hitler-Nonfiction/dp/0374300224/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2HUB6J42DRH2P&dchild=1&keywords=the+boys+who+challenged+hitler&qid=1622118457&s=books&sprefix=the+boys+who+chall%2Cstripbooks%2C151&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Watsons-Birmingham-1963-Christopher-Paul-Curtis/dp/0440414121/ref=sr_1_3?crid=10XDUTO69QIYY&dchild=1&keywords=watsons+go+to+birmingham&qid=1622118471&s=books&sprefix=watsns+%2Cstripbooks%2C150&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Chains-America-Trilogy-Laurie-Anderson/dp/1416905863/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=chains+book&qid=1622118397&s=books&sr=1-2
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Realistic Fiction

Click the 

books for 

links to 

more info.

https://www.amazon.com/Little-Women-150th-Anniversary-Illustrations/dp/1950435091/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=little+women&qid=1622118181&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Fish-Tree-Lynda-Mullaly-Hunt/dp/0142426423/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=fish+in+a+tree&qid=1622118228&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Restart-Gordon-Korman/dp/1338053809/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=restart&qid=1622118243&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Out-My-Mind-Sharon-Draper/dp/1416971718/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2RTNW0F2NHSPC&dchild=1&keywords=out+of+my+mind&qid=1622118258&s=books&sprefix=out+of+m%2Cstripbooks%2C152&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/New-Kid-Jerry-Craft/dp/0062691198/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=new+kid&qid=1622118272&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Crossover-Kwame-Alexander/dp/0544935209/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+crossover&qid=1622118211&s=books&sr=1-1
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Fantasy/ SciFi

Click the 

books for 

links to 

more info.

https://www.amazon.com/Lightning-Thief-Percy-Jackson-Olympians/dp/0786838655/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=percy+jackson&qid=1622118161&s=books&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/Wrinkle-Time-Quintet/dp/0312367546/ref=sr_1_1?crid=49KRWEB14DY4&dchild=1&keywords=the+wrinkle+in+time&qid=1622118144&s=books&sprefix=the+wrinkle+%2Cstripbooks%2C150&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/City-Ember-First-Book/dp/0375822747/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=city+of+ember&qid=1622118121&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Hunger-Games-Book-1/dp/0439023521/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=the+hunger+games&qid=1622118098&s=books&sr=1-2
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Nonfiction: 

Biography, Autobiography, Memoir

Click the 

books for

links to  

more info.

https://www.amazon.com/Am-Malala-Education-Changed-Readers/dp/0316327913/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=i+am+malala&qid=1622118081&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Harnessed-Wind-Young-Readers/dp/0147510422/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+boy+who+harnessed+the+wind&qid=1622118066&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Drowned-City-Hurricane-Katrina-Orleans/dp/0544586174/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=drowned+city&qid=1622118007&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Great-American-Dust-Bowl/dp/1328740870/ref=pd_lpo_14_img_2/139-9156487-1382864?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1328740870&pd_rd_r=cfe71d0f-e753-4685-af47-10bbaea40557&pd_rd_w=SPQCq&pd_rd_wg=szEDP&pf_rd_p=a0d6e967-6561-454c-84f8-2ce2c92b79a6&pf_rd_r=W5CPZDYDFVYB39WT88Y9&psc=1&refRID=W5CPZDYDFVYB39WT88Y9
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Where To Find the Books:

Greenwich Township Public Library

Hoopla App

Learning Ally 

Amazon

Parent Resource:

Common Sense Media

*Check out book ratings and helpful articles!

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/how-to-raise-a-reader

HAPPY READING AND HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!

FROM, MRS. MCGANN, MRS. BAROUSSE, AND MS. ANUSZEWSKI

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/how-to-raise-a-reader

