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Principal's Message
Dear St. Catherine Families,
Since we did not have a parent email last week, this update covers September 21–25 and September 28–October 2. We have much to celebrate and a few important reminders for the week ahead!
A Message from the Principal
Last Friday, I turned 33 and celebrated the same way I always do—by coming to work! As always, our school family made me feel so special.
Mrs. Kjelland made birthday cupcakes for the entire school, and the teachers surprised me with a card signed by the whole school, a Healthier You gift card, and Reese’s—my favorite candy. Life    is about balance, right? Protein shakes and candy!
During chapel, everyone sang to me and offered a blessing. Five students were also asked to share something they appreciated about me. Their honest, heartfelt answers were exactly what I needed to hear. Some came from students I might not have expected, which made their words   all the more meaningful.
From the bottom of my heart, I love being part of the St. Catherine School family. Thank you for sharing your children with us and for making this community such a special place to belong.

Reminders
Cooler Weather and Clothing Reminders

It is getting colder—there was frost on the ground this morning! Please make sure your children come to school dressed for the weather. Layers are easy to take off, but you cannot add a sweatshirt or jacket you do not have.
As a reminder, shorts may not be worn from October through April.

Please also help your children remember their gym shoes. Students are welcome to keep a pair at school. I know how much kids love their slippers, Crocs, and other favorite footwear, but gym shoes help keep them safe when running and playing in the gym or outside.
We are also hoping the hornets, yellow jackets, and bees are nearly done for the season. We have had a few stings during recess and physical education.
Book Fair Next Week

Our book fair will be in the multipurpose room next week! Students will bring home wish lists, and each classroom teacher and Mrs. Jenison will have classroom wish lists available.
Every dollar spent at the book fair helps support our school library. If you do not need more books at home, please consider purchasing a book for a classroom. Access to a great school library and well-stocked classroom libraries helps us nurture a love of reading and show students how much we value it.
Payment is by cash or check. If your child plans to shop before school, please send cash with them for their purchases. Mrs. Gulka will also have the book fair open during parent-teacher conferences.
Parent-Teacher Conferences — Thursday, October 8

Parent-teacher conferences are next Thursday, October 8. Ms. Giesen emailed the conference schedule. If you did not receive a copy, please call the school office or email Ms. Giesen at terra.giesen@k12.nd.us to confirm your time.
Procare and Digital Payments — Watch for Monday’s Email

Please watch for a special email from me on Monday, October 5, with detailed information about Procare and digital payments.
We apologize for the delay and appreciate your patience. We have mailed statements and will send digital invoices through Procare for tuition and lunch balances. Once your invoice is sent, you will be prompted to add a payment method. Monday’s email will provide more information and instructions to help you get started.


St. Catherine Spotlight
Spotlight: Homecoming Thank You!
A big thank you to everyone who helped with our school’s Homecoming festivities! From decorating the trailer and walking in the parade to supplying the truck and trailer, purchasing candy, and taking care of all the in-betweens, your help made it possible.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What a wonderful way to showcase our St. Catherine School family! I am so grateful for the people who show up, pitch in, and make our school community so special.
Spotlight: Thank You to Our Hi-Liner Community!
A big thank you to Valley City Public Schools for including St. Catherine School and Circle of Friends in the Homecoming pep rally! We are grateful for the opportunity to celebrate together.
Thank you also to Mrs. Kyla Fetsch for helping coordinate a visit from the Homecoming royalty to play with our students during recess. What a special way for our kids to join in the Homecoming fun!
Finally, a big thank you to this year’s Hi-Liner Pride shirt sponsors. We appreciate your generosity and the community spirit you help share!













Stay Connected with St. Catherine School
📍 Address: 540 3rd Ave. NE, Valley City, ND  58072
Email:  nicholas.lee1@k12.nd.us
📧
Phone: 1-701-845-1453
📞
Website:  www.stcatherine.k12.nd.us
🌐
📘 Follow Us on Facebook: St. Catherine School on Facebook

“Inspiring excellence through faith, learning, and service.”
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