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Monday–Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm | 2:00 pm-5:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Peter Mary Vecellio, OCD:  X 1+224  

Associate Pastors: Fr. Robert Elias Barcelos, OCD X 1+225 
                      Fr. David Guzman, OCD X 1+232 

In Residence: Fr. Albert Bunsic, OCD, Fr. Stephen Watson, 
OCD (X 1+226),   Bro. Jason Parrott, OCD 

 

Deacons: Deacon Gilbert Vargas | Deacon Otto Lacayo | 
Deacon Rex Owens: All at X 1+333; 

Annulments: Deacon Gilbert Vargas X 1+333   
Carmelite Vocations: www.discalcedcarmelitefriars.com 

Parish Secretary: Denise McMaster-Holguin X 1+223 
denisekay@hotmail.com 

Finance: Noralyn Cailan X 1+228 | cailannocds@gmail.com 
Religious Ed: Florence Goh X 1+ 235|stcreligioused7@gmail.com 
Music Director: Charlotte Lansberg  X 1+222|credochoir1@gmail.com 

 

(John 10:11,13-14). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masses: Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. & Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.  
And Traditional Latin High Mass at 1:00 p.m.  

 
 

Monday-Friday Masses: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. 
Rosary: Monday-Saturday after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

\ 
 

Monday and Tuesday evenings: *7:15 p.m. Mass  
(*Monday evening Mass followed by Healing Service; 

Tuesday’s 7:15 p.m. is in Spanish).  
 
 

Thursday evenings: 7:00 pm Exposition & Adoration 
First Fridays: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. and 7:15 p.m. 

          Carmelite Nuns’ Chapel: 7:30 a.m., Mon.-Sat. 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSIONS: Wednesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.;  
Saturdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and  

Sundays from Noon to 1:00 p.m.  
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•     BapƟsms: Register online 
•     Weddings: Register online at least six  
          months in advance  
•     AnoinƟng of the Sick: Call the office 



 

 

     
Dear Parishioners of St. Therese,  
 

     As we enter this new liturgical year, let us begin with the quintessenƟal teaching of St. Therese on 
“confidence.” As we just concluded the Jubilee Year of Hope, we enter the season of hope and expectaƟon in 
Advent. Filled with joyful hope, let us now go boldly into this new year with confidence in God.  
 

Fr. Peter Mary Vecellio, OCD 
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Introduction to the Text:  
     “It is confidence and nothing but confidence that must lead us to Love” (LT 197). For Therese, 
confidence is a vital faith in the love which is absolute, infinite, eternal; the Merciful Love of God that 
accepts all human weakness. Jesus Christ demonstrated it in lowering Himself to human littleness, in 
lowering Himself to her, Therese. Because Therese knows she is a little soul infinitely loved by God.  
     “I have not had a minute to finish it, it is *five o’clock” (LC 170)—*the time of evening prayer, which 
would be immediately followed by a meal (supper, during a time of fasting, held at six o’clock). Sister Marie 
of the Sacred Heart wants Therese to find this note before the end of her free time—the recreation period 
from 6:45 p.m. to 7:40 p.m. (from which Therese had been dispensed while being on retreat), and the 
evening silence. She would therefore be able to reply in writing, as Marie had asked, before finishing her 
retreat on the morning of Friday, September 18,1896.  
     “Remember the word of the Father” (LT 197): This refers to Father Pichon, the citation coming from a 
conference on the seventh day (October 13, 1887) of a retreat preached at the Carmel of Lisieux, when 
Therese had written out this passage on a piece of paper in 1889.  
      “Understand that to love Jesus, to be His Victim of Love...” (LT 197):  After  Therese  and  Celine,  Sister  

Marie of the Sacred Heart was the third to 
make her offering to Merciful Love during the 
summer of 1895. During a conversation with 
Therese, the latter told her that “she 
understood me very well, but that to offer 
oneself as a victim to God’s Love was not at 
all the same thing as to offer oneself to 
justice, and that I would not suffer more, that 
it was to be able to love God better, on 
behalf of those who didn’t want to love Him.”      
 
 

     “God never gives desires that He cannot 
realize” (LT 197): At the beginning of 
Therese’s Scripture notebook, Celine had 
written out this thought of St. John of the 
Cross: “The more God wants to give us, the 
more He increases our desires... God so much 
approves the hope of a soul that is constantly 
turned towards Him, that never lowers its 
eyes elsewhere, that one can say with 
certainty and truth, that soul will obtain as 
much as it hopes for…”  

“No th ing  Bu t  Con f i dence”   
 
 

(LC 170 and LT 197) 
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      The Solemnity of the Immaculate ConcepƟon is 
this Monday, December 8, and is a holy day of 
obligaƟon to aƩend Mass. 
      Mass Ɵmes are: 6:00 and 8:00 a.m. and 7:15 
p.m. (there is no vigil the evening before as it falls 
on a Sunday).       
      This feast is the commemoraƟon of the fact that 
Mary, alone of all humans, was conceived in the 
womb of her mother without the stain of original 
sin on her soul. (Unfortunately, many people—even 
Catholics!—sƟll think the Immaculate ConcepƟon is 
when Jesus was conceived in the womb of the 
Blessed Virgin.)  
     Come join  us  in celebraƟng  this  special  
moment in the life of Mary, kept pure as she had 
been chosen before the world began to be the first 
“Tabernacle” of our Divine Savior. 

 PLEASE NOTE:   There will be NO Healing 
Ministry on Monday evening, December 8. 

 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 

     This Sunday’s readings invite us to reflect on the 
mission of John the BapƟst, the fiery prophet who 
prepared the way for the Lord. His voice sƟll calls us 
to conversion and hope. Our first reading (Isaiah 11:1
-10) opens with a vision of renewal: “A shoot shall 
sprout from the stump of Jesse.” Isaiah proclaims 
that God’s plan will not fail. From what seems lifeless, 

new life will spring forth. John’s 
cry in the wilderness urges us to 
clear away the obstacles in our 
hearts so that God’s Kingdom 
can take root. 
     Psalm 72 describes the reign 
of a king who judges with 
righteousness, defends the poor, 

and brings peace that endures. John’s message 
resonates with this longing. He calls for us to turn 
toward the values of God’s Kingdom, where mercy 
triumphs over pride. 
     Our second reading (Romans 15:4-9) reminds us 
that God’s plan embraces all people. John’s voice is 
not for a select few; it is universal. His summons to 
repentance is a call to unity, so that together we may 
glorify God with one heart and one voice. Advent is a 
Ɵme to rediscover this unity and to prepare for the 
One who gathers all naƟons. 

SEE  THE  CONCLUSION  ON  PAGE  SEVEN.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your donaƟons of the items listed below will greatly 
help the mothers and  babies assisted by Guadalupe 
Pregnancy Services. A bassinet to collect the items 
will be in the main vesƟbule of the church through 
December 21.  

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Diapers (sizes 4 and 6 ONLY), bilingual board books, 
adult bath towels (medium size), baby bath towels, 

baby bathtubs, infant/toddler toothpaste, Christmas 
toys (new), highchairs, strollers, swings, poƩy chairs, 

giŌ cards for food, giŌ cards for furniture 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us in honoring the Blessed 
Mother—under her Ɵtle OUR LADY OF 
GUADALUPE—in the church this coming 
Friday morning, December 12, for Las 
Mañanitas at 7:45 a.m., followed by a 
Mariachi Mass at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Following the Mass, there will  be a  fesƟve 
recepƟon in the Parish Hall.  Don’t  miss  it! 
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November  1 / 2 ……   $26,607.00 
November 8 / 9 …….   $15,848.00 
November 15 / 16 ….   $16,717.00 
November 22 / 23 ….   $15,307.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECK USERS:  
P l e a s e   use a 
donation envelope 
in order to more 
easily credit your 
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Fr. Stephen’s next class is THIS TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m., in the Parish MeeƟng 
Room (upstairs in the Parish Center). Each class in this series can stand on its own, so you may join at 
any Ɵme. The topic for the next class will be on Chapter 3, Part I, of the Catechism: The Holy Spirit. 
The Catechism teaches that faith in Jesus is only possible through the Holy Spirit, who awakens belief 
and communicates divine life to us. Though the Spirit was the last Person of the Trinity to be fully 
revealed, He has always been acƟve in salvaƟon history. The Old Testament hinted at His presence, 
the New Testament unveiled Him more clearly, and now He dwells within us. To believe in the Holy 
Spirit is to profess Him as consubstanƟal with the Father and the Son, worshipped and glorified with 
Them. The Catechism tells us: “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. God has sent 
the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ This knowledge of faith is possible only in the Holy 
Spirit. To be in touch with Christ, we must first have been touched by the Holy Spirit, who comes to meet us and 
kindles faith in us” (CCC 683).  

 

                          
 

      November 29 / 30, 2025 
Unrestricted.........….. $16,395.00 
Restricted …..............   $     340.00 
 T O  T A L …...…..                                           $16,735.00 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
St. Gaetano was born on ValenƟne’s Day, 1879, in Chorio di San Lorenzo, a small village 
in Reggio Calabria, Italy. He became a priest in his early twenƟes, serving readily and 

vigorously in isolated villages and large ciƟes alike. For thirty 
years he ministered to local hospitals and prisons. He served as a 
role model for at-risk children and young adults, and he worked 
to support elderly people who felt isolated or alone. 
 

He labored to promote EucharisƟc devoƟon and helped to restore 
neglected churches and tabernacles. He would spend hours, even 
whole days, praying before the Blessed Sacrament. He was 
especially devoted to the Holy Face of Jesus and wrote, “The Holy 
Face is my life. He is my strength.” He founded the CongregaƟon 
of the Daughters of St Veronica, Missionaries of the Holy Face 
Convent. He was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on October 23, 
2005. 

“If we wish to adore the real Face of Jesus…we can find 
It in the Divine Eucharist where, with the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ, the Face of Our Lord is hidden 
under the white veil of the Host.”  

 - St Gaetano Catanoso  
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December 6—December 13, 2025 
Saturday Evening: 

5:00 p.m.: Josie Villacorta, RIP 
Sunday: 

*7:30 a.m.: Mary DeSanƟs, RIP 
 7:30 a.m.: Parishioners 

9:00 a.m.: Ronaldo Cuarto, RIP 
11:00 a.m.: Ezekiel Ruiz, RIP 

 1:00 p.m.: (LaƟn): All Humanity & 
Thanksgiving for God’s CreaƟon, INT 

5:00 pm: Camille Macedonio, RIP 
Monday: 

6:00 a.m.: Isabella Velasquez & Family, INT 
*7:30 a.m.: All  Souls in Purgatory, RIP 

8:00 a.m.: Concepcion Aguilar, RIP 
7:15 p.m.: Jamie Arakawa, RIP 

Tuesday (+7:15 p.m. in Spanish): 
   6:00 a.m.: Tyler Koes & Family, INT 

*7:30 a.m.: Sr. Therese Marie, OCD, INT 
8:00 a.m.: Maria Estrada, INT 

+7:15 p.m.: Vannesa McDonnell, INT 
Wednesday: 

6:00 a.m.: Eulalia Aniceto Lindo, RIP 
*7:30 a.m.: Atlas Chambliss, Birthday INT 

8:00 a.m.: Gonzalo & Daisy Torres, RIP 
Thursday: 

6:00 a.m.: Robert John Hopkins, RIP 
*7:30 a.m.: Mark Andrew Perez, RIP 

8:00 a.m.: Antonio Holguin, RIP 
Friday: 

6:00 a.m.: Lourdes Lao, RIP 
*7:30 a.m.: All Humanity & Thanksgiving  

for God’s CreaƟon, INT 
8 am: Michael Alexander & Ellena Cheah, INT 

Saturday Morning  
*7:30 a.m.: Alhambra Cloistered Carm. Nuns 

8:00 a.m.: Maggie Garcia, RIP 
*Held at the Cloistered Carmelite 
Chapel  (215 East Alhambra Road, 

Alhambra. Open to the public except  
Sundays and holidays.) 
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LIVE STREAMED MASSES: 
We livestream the daily 8:00 a.m. Mass 

and the HOMILIES at the Sunday         
11:00 a.m. and the Monday 7:15 p.m. 

Masses.  Be sure to “tune in”! 

 
 
 
 

SEATS ARE FILLING FAST 
FOR THE PILGRIMAGE TO 

EASTERN EUROPE 
(Poland, Croatia, 

Medjugorje, etc.) with 
Carmelite friar  Fr. 

Matthias Lambrecht, 
OCD, from September 3 
to September 16, 2026, 
for $5,450 per person. 
For more information, see  
the itinerary on the home 
page of our website or contact the Tour Leader, 
Beth Maddatu, by emailing her at 
maddatubeth2@gmail.com or calling 408-903-
6305.  

THAT VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS 
(ConƟnued from Page Three)     

     Finally, MaƩhew 3:1-12 brings John 
vividly before us: clothed in camel’s hair, 
living simply, and proclaiming, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” His 
words are urgent, his tone 
uncompromising. He warns against 
complacency and empty ritual. True 
conversion, he insists, must bear fruit—
jusƟce, mercy, and humility. 
     John’s message is as relevant today as 
ever. In a world filled with noise, his voice 
cuts through with clarity: “Prepare the way 
of the Lord.” Advent is not only about 
waiƟng; it is about acƟve preparaƟon—
straightening the crooked paths in our lives, 
soŌening hardened hearts, and making 
room for God’s grace. 
     As we light the second candle of Advent, 
let us hear John’s call anew. His 
challenge is demanding, but it is 
also filled with hope. The 
wilderness is not a place of 
despair; it is where God’s 
promise begins to bloom. May 
we respond with courage, 
allowing this season to 
transform us from within. 
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