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LAKE RIDGE SCHOOLS 

A moment of silence was observed. 

The Mission Statement was recited. 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Mr. Johnson called a roll call:  Mr. Diehl, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Evans, and Mr. Buckley was present and the 

Superintendent was present. 

Administrators present:  Mrs. Trevino, Ms. Hubinger, Mr. Mikulich, Mrs. Sweeney, Mrs. Martin, Mr. 

Bajmakovich, Ms. Kuntarich and Ms. Harris. 

This is a Virtual Meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Lake Ridge New Tech Schools, Lake 

County, Indiana, and May 11, 2020 at 6:05 P.M. in the Zoom virtual application. 

 Mr. Evans moved to consider the attached Accounts Payable Vouchers, the April 24, 2020  and 
the May 8, 2020 payroll for payment.  Mr. Buckley seconded.   
Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. 
Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, motion carried.  

 Mr. Evans moved to consider the minutes of the April 6, 2020 and the April 20, 2020 regular 

virtual school board meeting.  Mr. Buckley seconded. 

Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. 

Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, motion carried. 

Mr. Buckley moved to consider the Food Service Account Analysis as of February 29, 2020 and 
March 31, 2020.  Mr. Evans seconded. 
Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. 
Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, motion carried. 
 
Mr. Evans nominated Mr. Johnson to serve as Representative of the Redevelopment 
Commission.  Mr. Diehl seconded. 
Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. 
Johnson – abstained.  With a vote of 3 – ayes, 1 – abstain, and 0 – nays, motion carried. 
 
Mr. Bajmakovich, Principal of Calumet New Tech High School, provided an update to the 
Board on student E-Learning/Distant Learning and participation. 
 
Mr. Mikulich, Principal of Lake Ridge New Tech Middle School, provided an update to the 
Board on student E-Learning/Distant Learning and participation. 
 
Ms. Harris, Principal of Longfellow New Tech Elementary School, provided an update to the 
Board on student E-Learning/Distant Learning and participation. 
 
Mrs. Sweeney, Director of Special Programs, provided an update on Head Start Distant 
Learning and participation. 
 
Mrs. Martin, Title I Director, provided an update on support staff professional development. 
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Leaves/Resignations/Employment 

All new employment to Lake Ridge New Tech Schools is contingent upon a cleared Expanded 

Criminal History Background Check within 30 days and a cleared Expanded Child Protection Index 

Check within 60 days of effective date.  IC 20-26-2-1.5 and IC 20-26-2-1.3 

Recommended Adrian Wilkerson be employed as the Interim Business Manager at Lake Ridge 

New Tech Schools effective June 3, 2020. 

Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the Leaves/Resignations/Employment items. 

Mr. Evans moved.  Mr. Buckley seconded. 

Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. 
Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, motion carried. 

 

New Business 

Transfer Recommended approving the Lake Ridge New Tech School’s 2020-2021 Non-Resident Transfer  

Application Application. 

 

Intent to  Recommended approving the Lake Ridge New Tech School’s 2020-2021 Intent to Return Form. 

Return Form 

 

Change Order Recommended approving the Change Order/Addendum for additional cabling and to add air  

Longfellow conditioning to the MDF room at Longfellow New Tech Elementary School. 

 

             Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the new business items. 

             Mr. Evans moved.  Mr. Buckley seconded.   

             Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr.  
             Johnson – aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, motion carried.       

 

Community Discussion 

Mr. Adrian Wilkerson thanked Dr. Shirley and the Board for the opportunity to become Interim 

Business Manager.  Mr. Wilkerson said, “I have very big shoes to fill but, I can assure you that I 

have learned from the finest CFO in the state of Indiana, Laura Hubinger.  If I can continue in her 

footsteps providing the Board and community with transparent and honest financial counsel, I am 

sure we can get through all of the challenges that our Lake Ridge Family will face in the near 

future.” 
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Board Discussion 

Mr. Buckley congratulated Adrian Wilkerson on his new position.  Mr. Buckley thanked everyone 

who provided presentations and updates at tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Buckley said, “This is a 

difficult situation but everyone is doing the best they can.”  Mr. Buckley concluded by wishing 

everyone a good evening. 

Mr. Evans congratulated Adrian Wilkerson and thanked him for taking the Business Manager 

position.  Mr. Evans thanked the Principals and Administrators for tonight’s presentations.  Mr. 

Evans informed everyone that his mother-in-law passed away earlier today.  Mr. Evans said, “My 

mother-in-law was a school nurse at Lake Ridge for many years.  Many of you may remember her, 

Leona Downing.”  Mr. Evans concluded by wishing everyone a good evening. 

Mr. Diehl wished everyone a good evening and to stay healthy.  Mr. Diehl said, “School nurses 

play a very important roll, now more than ever.  We appreciate our nurses and all of our first 

responders.  Stay safe.” 

Ms. Hubinger said, “The Longfellow project is moving along well.  We did have a small rain delay 

but, it did not set us back, in my opinion.  In due time, we will invite the Board to Longfellow for a 

walk-through hopefully, in June or July.” 

Ms. Hubinger said, “We did receive our circuit breaker information.  We estimated a $2.8 million 

loss however, the actual loss will be $2.4 million. Tax payments are delayed this year because of 

the COVID pandemic however, the Rainy Day Fund will carry us until we receive those payments. 

Regarding the Business Office, we are staying on top of the FEMA and CARES money.  We do have 

a couple of years to spend the CARES money.  Ms. Akers is still paying the bills and Mr. Wilkerson 

is still paying the staff.  Adrian is also learning about the budget.  You will be in safe, honest hands 

with Mr. Wilkerson.”  Ms. Hubinger concluded by thanking Dr. Shirley and the Board for all their 

support. 

 

Mrs. Trevino expressed her condolences to the Evans family for the loss of Mrs. Downing.  Mrs. 

Trevino congratulated Mr. Wilkerson on his new position.  Mrs. Trevino said to Mr. Wilkerson, 

“You are going to do great things, I have no doubt.  To have another alumni on the administrative 

team is really awesome.”  Mrs. Trevino thanked the entire staff for all they are doing and for 

adjusting to the new way of teaching and learning.”  Mrs. Trevino concluded by wishing everyone 

a good night. 

 

Dr. Shirley said, “This week I declared it Essential Workers Week because I wanted to say Thank 

You to all of our essential workers at Lake Ridge New Tech Schools.  The entire Lake Ridge Family 

has stepped up and have not missed a beat.  We are under such pressure to make sure our 

students get what they need and school to continue to run.  Everyone has been gems about doing 

what needs to be done.” 

Dr. Shirley expressed her condolences to the Evans family for the loss of Mrs. Downing.   

Dr. Shirley said, “Mrs. Osteen is not here tonight because she had an operation earlier today.  

Please keep her uplifted in thought and prayers.” 

Dr. Shirley expressed how happy she is for Adrian Wilkerson to be the Interim Business Manager. 
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Dr. Shirley said, “I am upset with the IHSAA because they have announced that athletics can 

continue starting July 1.  Dr. Shirley asked the Athletic Director, Ms. Kuntarich to talk about this.” 

 

Ms. Kuntarich said, “Even though the IHSAA is our governing body, we still have to be in-line with 

our building Principal and Superintendent on what exactly our procedures and policies will look 

like once it is safe to go back into the buildings.  I have spoken with the coaches to discuss with 

them, even though the date of July 1 is when IHSAA states we can make contact with student 

athletes, we will follow the guidelines of the Governor and our district.”  

 

Mr. Johnson thanked everyone for joining the meeting tonight.  Mr. Johnson expressed his 

condolences to the Evans family for the loss of Mrs. Downing.  Mr. Johnson congratulated Mr. 

Wilkerson on his new position.  Mr. Johnson said to Mr. Wilkerson, “I am looking forward to 

working with you.”  Mr. Johnson said to all of the Principals, “Please express to your teachers our 

gratitude for all of the hard work they have been doing through-out this pandemic.  It seems 

everyone is busier now than if school was actually in the buildings.  Please, keep up the good 

work.” 

 

Mr. Evans moved to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM. 
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