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TRINITY — City staff mem-
bers in Trinity were direct-
ed Monday night to explore 
grant opportunities for a pro-
spective new park.

Councilman Robbie Walker 
prompted discussion on the 
topic at the regular March 
meeting of City Council, say-
ing interest for a new park is 
high. He acknowledged the 
possibility that any proposal 
can fall through at any time, 
but that he just would like to 

see avenues for funding to be 
explored.

“With all the new neigh-
borhoods coming into Trini-
ty, my vision for Trinity is to 
have a safe place for Trinity 
residents to come and have 
cookouts, let their kids play, 
walking trails and stuff like 
that on this acreage we have 
up here,” Walker said. “In no 
way do I foresee Trinity com-
peting with Creekside Park or 
anything like that.

“I think if we have this in 

Trinity, it will be well-used.”
Walker introduced render-

ings of a new park in New Lon-
don as a possible model for a 
proposed Trinity facility. He 
indicated that the success of a 
town with an estimated popu-
lation of fewer than 1,000 peo-
ple in completing a project of 
that scope leads him to believe 
Trinity — with a population of 
nearly seven times that num-
ber — could do the same.

“If a city like New London 
can do it, I don’t see why Trini-

ty can’t do it,” Walker said.
City Manager Stevie Cox 

agreed with Walker’s suppo-
sition that Trinity would be 
in a good position to receive 
grant funding for such a proj-
ect. Councilman Jack Carico 
brought up the possibility 
that grant applications from 
the city of Trinity could be 
turned down by virtue of the 
municipality refusing grant 
money 10 years ago.

Cox believes enough time 
has passed that the actions 

of then-seated council mem-
bers who no longer serve in 
the current municipal govern-
ment should have no ef fect 
on present-day requests.

“I feel hopefully optimistic 
that we should be able to secure 
some grant funding,” Cox said. 
“We will actively lobby both our 
folks in the General Assembly 
and in DC for whatever funding 
may be possible.”

kennedy@tvilletimes.com | 
336-888-3578

Trinity mulls options for new park
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TRINITY — A high-
ly regarded program 
at Hopewell Elementa-
ry School was brought 
back last week for the 
first time since COVID-
19 disrupted the pro-
ceedings in 2020.

Four and a half years 
had passed since students 
at the school were treat-
ed to the work of more 
than 30 artists visiting 
for Arts Alive. An all-day 
celebration of the cultur-
al and performing arts, 
Arts Alive has historically 
been an every-other-year 
event. Federal restrictions 
prevented the event from 
returning until last week, 
when artists arrived at the 
school and were greeted 
by staff members and stu-
dent guides.

Each ar tist set up 
inside one of 35 class-
rooms and students rotat-
ed throughout the day to 
visit a variety of present-
ers. Musicians, photog-
raphers, painters, illus-
trators, hair stylists, fiber 
ar tists, soap makers, 
fishing lure designers, 
disc golf disc designers, 
Jiu-Jit-Su, dancers, pot-
ters, instrument builders, 
wood turners and archi-
tects, along with others, 
demonstrated their craft 
to children who might 
other wise have never 
seen anything like it.

“You just don’t know 
who will be touched and 
how,” said Leslie Zimmer-
man, who is on the Ran-

dolph Arts Guild Board of 
Directors. “It’s very cool.”

Zimmerna credited 
Cori Cagle, Hopewell 
Elementary art teacher, 
for organizing the event 
and putting significant 
ef fort into providing a 
unique collection of tal-
ent from whom students 
could learn. The day cul-
minated with a musical 
performance in the gym 
by Adam Pitts, a per-
former from Raleigh who 
is a one-man band who 
can sing and play every 
instrument.

Pitts also uses a variety 
of loop stations to create 
parts of the songs. He 
usually performs for adult 
audiences, but was excited 
to introduce children to an 
interactive form of music.

Zimmerman referred 
back to the words of John 
Maddux, former principal 
of Hopewell who returns 
to the school for the event 
to support the program.

“The goal of today is 
to energize kids with the 
idea that ‘I might be able 
to do that,’ ” Maddux said. 
“It will be different for all 
of the kids. Each one may 
find something different 
they really like. … On top 
of that, I want them to see 

Hopewell Elementary 
hosts ‘Arts Alive’

File photo

Arts Alive was hosted Friday for the first time since 
before the COVID-19 pandemic. At previous events, 
artists such as Brooke Avery (left) was one of multiple 
artists who brought a variety of art experiences to 
students at Hopewell Elementary School. In the photo 
above, Avery showed students how to make basic 
pottery using a pottery wheel, which could later be 
altered into fantastic creatures.
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LEXINGTON — A 4-0 start 
has Wheatmore girls soccer on 
the cusp of rewriting the record 
books once again.

Following a 9-0 victory over 
Lexington on Monday, Wheat-
more coach Rick Maness said 
his team remains focused on 
the task at hand even as a big-
ger picture the Warriors are 
chasing can be daunting. If the 
team is feeling any of the pres-
sures that come with reach-
ing the top five all-time among 
North Carolina girls’ soccer 
programs, it has hardly shown.

Wheatmore outscored its 
first four opponents by a com-
bined score of 34-1.

“When we finished last year 
at 25-0, we were tied for eighth, 
I think, in the state in consecu-
tive wins,” Maness said. “If we 
can get 33 consecutive wins, 
we’ll be No. 2. I don’t think we’ll 
ever get to No. 1. To get No. 2 
is what we’re trying to accom-
plish. That’s going to be spe-
cial.”

Maness said he has illustrat-
ed for his players what they 
are trying to accomplish, even 
having an ar t teacher at the 
school construct a large bull-
seye which now hangs inside 
the Wheatmore fieldhouse. The 
point is well taken for a pro-
gram that could soon only be 
looking up at Union Academy’s 
record of 48 consecutive wins.

After thumping Ledford 6-0 to 
start the season, the NCHSAA 

Wheatmore extends win streak to 29
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The Warriors’ Maggie Mesner battles with Bopha Theang of Lexington for possession during Monday’s 
game between Wheatmore and the Yellow Jackets.
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Kynnedi Routh takes the ball away from a Lexington player and cre-
ates a scoring opportunity during Monday’s game at Philpott Stadium.
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Wheatmore’s Ellie Garrison continues her pursuit of her own record. 
The junior’s 77-goal campaign from a season ago was good for sec-
ond place all time in North Carolina High School Athletic Association 
history.
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The following charges 
and incidents were 
reported by the Archdale 
Police Department:

DRUGS/ALCOHOL
• Roger David Wit-

mer, 31, Edgar Road, 
was charged with DWI, 
March 6.

LARCENY/THEFT
• Eric Michael Mul-

lins, 25, South Main 
Street, was charged with 
larceny, March 2.

• Robbie Avalon Rob-
erts, 56, Balfour Drive, 
was charged with larce-
ny, March 4.

ASSAULT
• Oswaldo Juares 

Rivera, 37, East White 
Drive, was charged with 
assault on a female, 
March 2.

OTHER CHARGES
• Quandarius Ja’Quel 

Crump, 29, Liberty Road, 
was charged with failure 
to appear, March 5.

• Ann Hunter Beaver, 
26, Liberty Road, was 
charged with failure to 
appear, March 6.

• Kadafi Inokio 
Sharpe, 23, Cedar Cross-
ing, was charged with fail-
ure to appear, March 7.

INCIDENTS
• Police were inves-

tigating a report of 
larceny at a location in 
the 10000 block of South 
Main Street, March 2.

• Police were inves-
tigating a report of 
assault on a female at a 
location in the 100 block 
of East White Drive, 
March 2.

• Police were investi-
gating a report of fraud 
at a location in the 200 
block of Tarheel Drive, 
March 3.

• Police were inves-
tigating a report of lar-
ceny at a location in the 
10000 block of North 
Main Street, March 4.

• Police were inves-
tigating a report of 
larceny at a location in 
the 10000 block of South 
Main Street, March 6.

• Police were investi-
gating a report of fraud 
at a location in the 4300 
block of Archdale Road, 
March 7.

POLICE REPORTS

The following charges 
and incidents were 
reported by the Randolph 
County Sheriff’s Office:

CHARGES
• Sherry Ann Dun-

can, Middle Point Road, 
Archdale, was charged 
with a school attendance 
law violation, March 3.

• Anna Montene-
gro-Yats, Brookwood 
Circle, Archdale, was 
charged with a school 
attendance law violation, 
March 3.

• Joseph Dale Bullard, 
Cedar Post Road, Arch-
dale, was charged with 
assault on a government 
official or employee, 
March 4.

• Brian Yates, Brook-
wood Circle, Archdale, 
was charged with a 
school attendance law 
violation, March 4.

• Lakevin O’Bryan 
Doward, Zelma Bou-
levard, Archdale, was 
charged with assault on a 
female, March 5.

• Patrick Neal Lackey 
Jr., Finch Farm Road, 
Trinity, was charged with 
second-degree trespass-
ing, March 7.

• Cristin Taylor 
McClure, Hohn Road, 
Archdale, was charged 
with failure to appear, 
March 7.

• Misti Dawn Dennis 
Ursery, Forest Trail, 
Sophia, was charged with 
child abuse, March 8.

INCIDENTS
• Deputies were inves-

tigating a report of fraud 
at a location in the 1100 
block of Thayer Road, 
Trinity, March 1.

• Deputies were 
investigating a report of 
larceny at a location in 

the 5700 block of Cedar 
Post Street, Archdale, 
March 1.

• Deputies were 
investigating a report of 
assault at a location in the 
900 block of Loflin Hill 
Road, Trinity, March 2.

• Deputies were 
investigating a report of 
vandalism at a location 
in the 4500 block of Nel-
son Park Road, Sophia, 
March 3.

• Deputies were 
investigating a report of 
larceny at a location in 
the 2700 block of Spencer 
Road, Archdale, March 4.

• Deputies were 
investigating a report of 
larceny at a location in 
the 2700 block of Spencer 
Road, Archdale, March 5.

• Deputies were inves-
tigating a report of lar-
ceny at a location in the 
1500 block of Ross Wood 
Road, Trinity, March 5.

• Deputies were 
investigating a report of 
vehicle theft at a location 
in the 4300 block of Finch 
Farm Road, Trinity, 
March 5.

• Deputies were 
investigating a report of 
fraud at a location in the 
3800 block of Creekview 
Drive, Trinity, March 5.

• Deputies were 
investigating a report of 
larceny at a location in 
the 5100 block of Bran-
son Davis Road, Sophia, 
March 6.

• Deputies were investi-
gating a report of larceny 
at a location in the 4800 
block of Surrett Drive, 
Archdale, March 6.

• Deputies were inves-
tigating a report of van-
dalism at a location in the 
3600 block of Finch Farm 
Road, Trinity, March 6.

SHERIFF’S REPORTS
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ARCHDALE — A bill filed this 
week in the N.C. General Assem-
bly would lift the cap on satellite 
annexations by Archdale as the 
city continues its business and resi-
dential growth.

Rep. Brian Biggs, R-Randolph, 
filed House Bill 285 on Monday 
to add Archdale to the lengthy list 
of North Carolina municipalities 
granted an exemption from a cap 
on the size of what are called sat-
ellite annexations. Those involve 
annexing areas that are not contig-
uous with the existing municipal 
limits.

State law mandates that when a 
satellite annexation is considered, 
the size of the area under consid-
eration may not exceed 10% of the 
city or town’s existing area.

House Bill 285 would 
eliminate that restriction 
on Archdale. Biggs’ leg-
islative district includes 
Archdale and northern 
Randolph County.

Archdale Mayor Lewis 
Dorsett said the removal 
of the cap would give the 
city more flexibility when 
working with businesses 
and developers.

“A lot of our growth is 
going down U.S. 311 and 
at N.C. 62 and Interstate 
85,” Dorsett told The High 
Point Enterprise. “We’ve 
got several potential com-
mercial and industrial 
areas out there.”

Lifting the cap would give 
the city more flexibility when 
approached by a developer about 

a project of broad scope, 
Dorsett said.

“We are pushing that 
limit,” Dorsett said. “The 
bill would give us a little 
more leeway.”

There are about 125 
municipalities out of more 
than 500 in North Caroli-
na that have been grant-
ed exemptions to the sat-
ellite annexation cap. In 
the Piedmont Triad they 
include Asheboro, Randle-
man, Jamestown, Liberty 
and Ramseur.

Biggs’ legislation is a 
local bill, meaning it’s not 
subject to the veto authori-
ty of Gov. Roy Cooper.

pjohnson@hpenews.com | 336-
888-3528 | @HPEpaul

RANDOLPH COUN-
TY — A Randolph Coun-
ty man was sentenced 
last week to at 
least 22 years 
in prison after 
being convict-
ed of charges in 
an attack seven 
years ago on a 
4-year-old child 
that left the boy 
permanently dis-
abled.

Keayone Mur-
phy, 37, was convicted of 

of felonious child abuse 
and assault with a dead-
ly weapon inflicting seri-

ous injury after a 
trial in Randolph 
County Superior 
Court that took 
three days. The 
jur y rendered 
its verdict after 
d e l i b e r a t i n g 
for 35 minutes, 
Assistant District 
Attor ney Walt 
Jones said.

Murphy was accused 

of battering the child on 
Oct. 5, 2016, at a house in 
Asheboro that he shared 
with his girlfriend at the 
time. Jones said that 
Murphy beat the boy 
with a belt and his hands 
before throwing the child 
down a flight of stairs.

The child was taken to 
Brenner Children’s Hos-
pital in Winston-Salem 
for injuries that included 
brain swelling and bleed-
ing around the brain, the 
Asheboro Police Depart-

ment said at the time.
The boy suffered per-

manent injuries, includ-
ing losing 75% of his 
vision and a significant 
amount of his mental 
acuity, Jones said.

The prosecution of 
the case was delayed 
because Murphy dis-
missed several attor-
neys and because all 
trials were put on hold 
for a time amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
Jones said.

Man sentenced in brutal attack on child

Keayone 
Murphy

Bill would life cap on Archdale annexations

Brian Biggs

Lewis Dorsett

star t the season, the 
NCHSAA mercy r ule 
has come into play in 
each of the Warriors’ 
last three games. Per 
Nor th Carolina rules, 
a soccer game ends 
when a team establish-
es a nine-goal advan-
tage.

That was the case 
against a pair of 4-A 
opponents last week, as 
the Warriors defeated 
Ragsdale and Southeast 
Guilford 9-0 and 10-1, 
respectively.

“Last week against 

Ragsdale, I definitely 
wasn’t expecting that 
score; that was a solid 
win for us,” Maness 
said. “We haven’t truly 
been tested yet.  We 
need to be tested.”

Maness suspects that 
the first true test could 
come Thursday against 
East  Davidson.  The 
Golden Eagles enter 
play tonight with a 3-0 
record, having beaten 
Nor th Forsyth, South 
Rowan and Asheboro. 
They were defeated 
9-0 in both games last 
season against Wheat-
more.

In order to avoid a 
similar fate, East must 
somehow find a way to 

slow one of the state’s 
premier weapons on 
the pitch. Ellie Garri-
son’s 4.3 goal-per-game 
pace dwar fs her r un 
from last year by more 
than a full goal.

A t  3 . 1  go a l s  per 
game in 2022, Garri-
son turned in the sec-
ond-most prolific goal 
scoring season by a 
girls’ soccer player in 
state history.

“She’s wanting to 
beat her record from 
last year,” Maness said. 
“She’s a special young 
lady. They don’t come 
around every day.”
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that craft and art are 
pieces that go togeth-
er. Craft is the mas-
tery of material and 
means of working 
with material, and art 
is the imagination. It’s 
what goes into your 
brain and comes out 
of your brain. Craft 
without art is just 
craft, and art without 
craft is meaningless. 
You have to be able to 
do both.”

kennedy@
tvilletimes.com | 336-
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After the loss of someone you love, you need a team you can trust to
handle the funeral arrangements in a dignified, professional manner.
Cumby Family Funeral Service has over seventy-four years of doing just
that. We take pride in our ability to please the families who choose to

work with us at Cumby. We will do the same for you. It’s just
one more reason why more folks in the Triad trust Cumby.

High Point (336) 889-5045 • Archdale (336) 431-9124 • CumbyFuneral.com

TRUST
When You Need It Most

1345 N Main St - High Point • 887-9394
www.simonjewelers.com




