State of Alabama
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES} Act
Governor's Emergency Education Relief {GEER) Fund
Local Educational Agency {LEA) Application
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Mailing Address P.O. Box 307
Physical Address 301 Belleville Avenue
City/Town and Zip Code Brewton, AL 36426
Superintendent's Name Mr. John J. Knott
Contact Person Lotoya Cooper West
Contact Person Position Federal Programs Supervisor
Contact Telephone Number {251) 867-6251
Contact Email lotoya.cooper@escoschools.net
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GEER funds under the CARES Act. The Governor of Alabama aliocated $48,851,495 to the Alabama State Department
of Education. GEER funds can be obligated through 9/30/2022. , .e-award costs to the GEER fund will be allowed for
allowable cost incurred on or after March 13, 2020.

:  llow: i 1
The LEA Superintendent or rus/ner vutnorizea representarive assures or certijtes that they will use the aworded GEER
funds in the following ways {select one option per letter}:

A, Private Schooel Equitabte Services Allocation

NOTE: Use the Private School Equitable Services Implementation Form for this section.
["17he LEA has no private schools in their attendance area
[1The LEA has private schools but ALL declined to participate in CARES Act GEER funding
The LEA has private schools that will participate in CARES Act GEER funding

Complete the section below only if you kave private schools that will be participating in GE.... funds:

Total LEA GEER Allgcation $285.713.00
Total LEA Private School Aliocation 10 114.24
Total LEA Private School Administrative Costs Set-Aside $0.00
Totat # o 'rivate Schools Participating 1.00
Total L __dent Enroflment at the LEA 2,044.00
Total Student Enroliment at ALL Participating Private Schools 75.00
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B. Equip school buses with Wi-Fi capabilities to increase internet cbnn,éctivity and help bridge the digital divide
within the LEA,

LEA Allocation for Section 8; $60,631.73

The LEA will use the allocation above for equipping schiool buses with Wi-Fi capabilities.
1 The LEA will not use this allocation for equipping school buses with Wi-Fi capabifities,

JComplete the sectlon below only if vour LEA chooses riot to use this allocation:

Reason/Rationale: .
We will transfer this allocation to:

1 Academic Support to Bridge Learnlng and Achievernent Gaps of Students (C)

Amount to be transferred:

[ Before and After School Tutoring for Learning and Remediation in Schoals D)

Amount to be transferred:

C. Provide additionat academic support to bridge learning and achievement gaps of students within the LEA.

LEA Allocation for Section C; $159,847.28

The LEA will use the allocation above for providing additional academic support to students.
[ The LEA will not use this allocation for providing additional academic support to students.

Complete the section below only If your LEA chooses not to use this allocation:

Reason/Rationale:
We will transfer this allocation to:

1 Equipping School Buses with Wi-Fi Capabilities {B)

Amount to be transferred:

[ Before and After School Tutoring for Learning and Remediation in Schools (D)

Amount to be transferred:

[, Provide before and after school tutoring ds defined in the Alabama Literacy Act for learning and remediation in
schiools within the LEA,

LEA Allocation for Section D; $55,119.75

[ The LEA will use the allocation above for providing tutoring to students,
[“IThe LEA will nat use this allocation for providing tutoring to students.

Complete the section below only If your LEA chooses nat to use this allocation:
Reason/Rationale: The district's focus is students In all grade levels.
We will transfer this allocation to:
[ Equipping School Buses with Wi-Fi Capabilities (B)
Amount to be transferred:
Academlc Support to Bridge Learning and Achievement Gaps of Studénts (C)
Amount to be transferred: $55,118.75

|NOTE: Only answer the questions below that apply to how the LEA will use GEER funds.
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fhe LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

® The LEA receiving GEER funds will provide equitable services to students and teachers in non-public
schools located within the LEA in the same manner as provided under Section 1117 of the ESEA as
determined through timely and meaningful consultation with representatives of non-public schools.

e The LEA will ensure that a public agency will mair*-in control of funds for the services and assistance
provided to a non-public school under the GEER tund.

* The LEA will ensure that a public agency will have title to materials, equipment, and property
purchased with GEER funds.

» The LEA will ensure that services te a non-public school with GEER funds will be provided by a public
agency directly, or throl.,,.: contract with, another public or private entity.

Services were accepted by one private school in the LEA. Services were accepted by the
Headmaster of Escambia Academy “lugh Fountain. The private school's allocation is
$10,114.24. . 'rivate schools receiveu timely and meaningful consultation on October 15th after
the Escambia County School D.. rict was notified about the GEER fund. The Federal Programs
Supervisor has been in ongoing communication via email and telephone with the Headmaster
concerning the GEER funds.The private school will use the funds to purchase supplemental
education programs and resources to assist with remediation of students who have been out of
ichool for extended periods of time as a result of COVID-19, No private school administrative
set-aside is being taken by the LEA.
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The school district will use the allocated funds to purchase i-Ready. i-Ready is a comprehensive assessment and
instructional program that prvovides educators with the resources they need to help students be successful.
Through the use of this program, teachers will have resources for remediation and reteaching at individualized,
small group, and whole class levels of instruction. This progam hinges on diagnostic, growth monitoring, and
standards mastery. The learing component of it addresses leaming gaps, provides scaffold supports, and prepares
alt students for state and national standards. Sonday System Is ancther resource that will be purchased with the
funds. It is an intervention program that offers structured systematic multisensory reading intervention for readers.
Effective intervention is provided in small group settings. i-Ready provides a streamline approach to gather, use
and monitor identified vulnerable population data through adaptive diagnostic assessments, growth monitoring
assessments, and standards mastery assessments. These resources can be used to help develop indivdualized
plans to help meet the specific needs of students. Evidence-based learning activities are available through
interactive learning games and lesson plans aligned with the standards are available. Family letters are included
with the subscription. The letters are a meaningful communication tool that can be easily understood by
parents/guardians.

After school tutoring and a summer school program will be provided for the students to provide intervention and
additional support for students who are struggling. All students in all grade levels will be served in an effort to close
the achievement gaps. Those employed in the afterschool program will be required to remediate students through
the use of intervention and literacy strategies.
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The LEA b'upen'ntmem OF IS/ ner QUIONZed representative assures or certmes'tne Joliowing:
The LEA will use GEER funds for activities outlined in the application and allowable under Sec— n 18002(c) of
Division B of the CARES Act. The United States Department of Education does not expect administrative or executive

salaries and benefits for IHEs, SEAs, or the other education related entities referenced at Section 18002(c}(3) to be a
lawful purpose for GEER funds.

Total CARES Act - GEER Allocation:
(NOTE: Make sure to include Equitable Services in the total)

$285,713.00

10Tal YeCTon A AlloCation $10,114.24
Expense ltems Brief Description of Expense Items Fundmg. Source Estimated Budget
{Function - Object - Program) Amount
Private School . - . $200-311-4900
Allocation See Detailed Narrative in Section 2A $200-410-4900 $1 0, 1 1 4 24
Private School . L . 0
Admin. Costs See Detailed Narrative in Section 2A $000

VLA JTLLIWI D ALULALUIT POUOIIFT

Expense Items Brief Description of Expense Items funding. Source Estimated Budget
{Function - Object - Program) Amount
Wi-Fi Equipment |41 Buses-Wi-Fi 1100-360/410-8100 $60,631.73
Indirect Costs
Other

{If applicable}

Page 7 of 12










'
"

5. Sectlon -
The LEA Supermrendent or h:s/her authonzed represen rat;ue assures or cert:f:es the following:
{a) The purpose of this section is to assist the Department in implementing the Department's mission to ensure
equal access to educatlon and to promote educatlonat excellence throughout the Nation, by -

(1} ensuring equal opportunities to participate for all eligible students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries
in any project or activity carried out under an applicable program; and

(2} promoting the ability of such students, teachers, and beneficiaries to meet high standards.
{b) Thee Secretary shall require each applicant for assistance under-an applicable program {other than an individual)
to develop and describe in such applicant's application the steps such applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable
access to, and equitable participation in, the project or activity to be conducted with such assistance, by addressing
the special needs of students, teachers, and other program beneficiarles in order to overcome batriers to equitable
participation, including barriers based on gender, race, color, national origin, disability, and age.
(¢} The Secretary may establish critéria and provide technical assistance for meeting the requirements of this
section,
(d) Nothing in this section shall be’ construed to akter in.any way the rights or responSIblhtles established under the

-equal access fo, or partscnpatlon m, the program?

Escambia County Schools will identify and address any barrlers that prevent students teachers
and other rogram beneficiaries from participating and having equal access to resources and
programs implemented under the GEER program. We will ensure that all students, teachers,
programs, and program beneficiaries have equal access to participate in all of the programs that
will be offered in the Escambia County School district, Services will be provided regardless of
‘gender, race, color, national origin, disability, and age.
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The LEA Supermtendent Or hfsfher authonzed representatrve assures or certa‘tes the foﬂow!ng

{a) Each local educational agency which participates in an applicable program under which Federal funds are made
available to such agency through a State agency or board shall submit to such agency or board a general application
containing the assurances set forth in subsection (b}, The application shall cover the particlpation by that local
educational agency in all such programs,

(b) The general application submitted by aJocal education agency under subsection {a) shall set forth assurances

{1} that the local educational agency will administer each program by the application in accordance with all
applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications;

{2) that the control of funds provided to the local educational agency under each program, and title to property
acquired with those funds, will be ina public agency and that a public agency will administer those funds and
property;

{3) that the local educational agency will use fiscal control and fund accounting procedures that will ensure
proper disbursemerit of, and accounting for, Federal funds pald to that agency under each program;

(4) that the local educational agency will make reports to the State agency or board and to the Secretary as may
reasonably be necessary to enable the State agency or board and the Secretary to perform their duties and that the
local educational agency will maintain such records, including the records required under section 443, and provide
access to those records, as the State agency or board or the Secretary deem necessary to perform their duties;

(5) that the local educational agency will provide reasonable opportunities for the participation by teachers,
parents, and other interested agencies, organizations, and individuals in the planning for and operation of each
program;

{8) that any application, evaluation, pericdic program plan or report relating $o each program will be made
readily available to parents and other members of the general public;

(7} that in the case of ahy project Involving construction -

{A) the project is not inconsistent with overall State plans. for the construction of school facilities, and

{B) In developing plans for construction, due consideration will be given to excellence of architecture and
design and to cbmpl’iaHCe with standards prescribed by the Secretary under section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 In order to ensure that facilities constructed with the use of Federal funds are.
accassible to and usable by individuals with disabilities;

{8) that the local educational agency has adopted effective procedures for acguiring and disseminating to
teachers and administrators participating in each program significant information from educational research,
demonstratianis, and similar projects, and for adopting, where appropriate, promising educational practices
developed through such projects; and

{9) that none of the funds expended under any applicable program will be used to acquire equipment {including
computer software) In any instance in which suich acguisition results ina direct financial bériefit to any organization
representing the interests of the purchasing entity or its employees or any affiliate of such an organizatioh,
|{c) A general application submitted under this section shall remain in effect for the duration of the program It
covers. The State agencles or boards administering the programs covered by the application shall not require the
submission or amendment of such application unless required by changes in Federal or State law or by other
significant change in the circumstances affecting an assurance in such application,
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To the best of my knowledge and belief, all the infc —nation and data in this agreement are true and correct. {
acknowledge and agree that the failure to comply with all Assurances and Certifications in this agreement, all
relevant provisions and requirements of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 (March 27, 2020}, or any other
applicable law or regulation may result in liability under the False Claims Act, 31 U.S.C. § 3729, et seq. ; OMB

Guidelines to Agencies on Governmentwide Dek nt and Suspension (Nonprocurement} in 2 CFR Part 180, as
adopted and amended as regulations of the Deparunent in 2 CFR Part 3485; and 18 U.5.C. § 1001, as appropriate.
Mrs. Julie L. Madden (251) 867-6251
LEA Chief Financial Officer {Typed Name) Telephone Number

- ~/ 12/15/2021

LALQ d ~ . A =

LEA Chief Financial Officer mignature Date
Ms. Michelle McClung (251) 867-6251
LEA Superintendent {Typed Name) - Telephone Number
LEA Superintendent Si_ sture Date

Send completed application to CARESapp@alsde.edu.
Upon approval of the application, funds will be released to the LEA.

Date Application Received:  |l/ 19 /721
i [}

Date ALSDE Approved: ’2'/1 5/202.{

: Signature

Date GEER Funds Released:
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