Instruction 6141.321
Acceptable Use of the Internet, Other Computer Networks and Internet Safety

The North Canaan Board of Education seeks to create high standards pertaining to online network
use during school hours. Hence. the Board recognizes that the use of commercial Internet services
and the Internet is a privilege and not a right.

Telecommunications/Internet - Acceptable Use

North Canaan Board of Education believes in the educational value of communications, the
Internet, and electronic information services, and recognizes their potential to support its
educational program, the curriculum and student learning. Resource sharing, communications,
and innovation capabilities for both students and teachers have been increased with access to
telecommunications and to the Internet. North Canaan Elementary School will make every effort
to protect students and teachers from any misuses or abuses as a result of experience with an
electronic information service. It is, therefore, imperative that members of the school community
conduct themselves in a responsible, decent, ethical, and polite manner while using any network.
Further, they must abide by all local, state and federal laws. (Click here for the NCES Acceptable
Use Form.)

Guidelines for General Use

It is important to recognize that with increased access to computers and people all over the world
also comes the availability of controversial material that may not be considered of educational
value in the context of the school setting. Further, the school district recognizes the importance
of each individual's judgment regarding appropriate conduct in maintaining a quality resource
system. While this policy does not attempt to articulate all required or proscribed behavior, it
does seek to assist in such judgment by providing the following guidelines.

1. All use of the Internet, electronic services or any telecommunications network must
support educational objectives or research.

2. Any electronic mail accounts shall be used only by the authorized owner of the
account. Account owners are ultimately responsible for all activity under their account.

3. Any use of the district's computing resources or networks for illegal or inappropriate
purposes accessing materials that are objectionable in a public school environment, or
supporting such activities, is prohibited. Language that is deemed to be vulgar is also
prohibited. Illegal activities shall be defined as a violation of the intended use of the
service or network. Inappropriate use shall be defined as a violation of the intended use of
the service or network. Objectionable is defined as materials that are identified as such by
the rules and policies of the Board of Education that relate to curriculum materials and
textbook adoption.

4. Any use of telecommunication opportunities for commercial purposes, financial gain,
product advertisement, political lobbying, or attempt to disrupt the use of the services by
others is prohibited.

5. The Board of Education has no control of the information on the Internet. Other sites
accessible via the Internet may contain material that is illegal, defamatory, inaccurate, or


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FqZ-wl4qxZW55wj4EYwe9jg2RUslvBfZwRtvXbLS9pY/edit?usp=sharing

potentially offensive to some people.

6. Violations of the provisions stated in this policy may result in suspension or
revocation of access privileges to the Internet, electronic services or district networks.

The Principal shall identify one administrator as the "Internet Administrator" who will have
responsibility for implementing this policy, establishing procedures, and supervising access
privileges.

To ensure the most acceptable standards will be invoked, supervising teachers will monitor
network use and implement screening software to monitor Internet content. Students will follow
the Code of Responsible Computer Use and security measures in our procedures.

We will comply with the law as referenced in The Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA) as
part of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2001.

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes

51a-182b Harassment in the first degree: Class D Felony (as amended by PA
95-143)

20 U.S.C. Section 6777, No Child Left Behind Act
20 U.S.C. 254 Children’s Internet Protection Act of 2000

47 U.S.C. Children’s Online Protection Act of 1998
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